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The eight-member Denominational Discernment Team 
met five times since February and had done considerable 
research and engaged in lengthy discussion. The following 
is a summary of a much longer and very thorough 
document: 

The team considered whether Marion Methodist should 
become an independent, stand-alone church or affiliate 
with another denomination. Being an independent church 
has some attractiveness and the team consulted with 
several independent churches to build a pros and cons list. 
Though there is significant attractiveness to being free and 
independent, the cons; not sharing mission and ministry, 
greater difficulty in filling staff roles, higher financial 
costs and the possibility of becoming a personality cult 
eliminated being fully independent.

Affiliating with a denomination in the Wesleyan tree 
of Christianity became the target. Thus, the first wave 
of discernment was looking at denominations that 
aligned with the Wesleyan understanding of God’s grace. 
Wesleyans think of God’s grace as prevenient, justifying 
and sanctifying. 

Prevenient grace means God is always reaching to us 
preparing us to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
respond in faith. God’s grace is justifying which means 
when we receive our forgiveness we cross the threshold 
from unbelief to belief. God’s grace is sanctifying. God’s 
sanctifying grace shapes us more and more into the 
likeness of Christ. As the Holy Spirit fills our lives with 
love for God and our neighbor, we begin to live differently. 
Sanctifying grace signifies to us that we haven’t arrived, 
but we are becoming all God created us to be.

Seven denominations with Wesleyan theology, who are 
part of the 80,000,000 World Methodist Federation, were 
then considered:
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November 20, 2022, was an historic 
date in the life of Marion Methodist 
Church. That day our congregation 
voted to disaffiliate, to separate from 
the United Methodist denomination. 
That separation will become official 
on June 30th of this year pending the 

completion of our obligations and the vote of the Iowa 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
Though the number will grow, as of this writing 67 
congregations will join us in disaffiliating.

Earlier in the Marion Methodist you read that the Church 
Council had deployed 6 task forces to work on specific 
elements of our transition from the United Methodist 
Church, towards whom we will become as a church. All 
six are working diligently and with regularity, two had 
responsibilities of action items for the Church Council 
meeting held on March 6th. During that more than 
two-hour long Church Council meeting, 40 members 
participated in lengthy discussions making the following 
report to you as a congregation.

The Legal Team, working with our counsel (The 
National Center for Life and Liberty), presented the 
new Articles of Incorporation. This legal document is 
necessary as we sever from the United Methodist Church 
to maintain our standing as a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 
corporation. The new Articles of Incorporation were 
approved unanimously by the Board following a brief 
question and answer session.

Don’t stop reading here – 
there is a congregational 

vote coming April 16th!
Continued on page 2



• Congregational Methodist
• Free Methodist
• Global Methodist
• Methodist Protestant Church 
• Nazarene
• Southern Methodist
• Wesleyan

Deep dives were undertaken into the message 
(doctrines), ministry (how the Word was spread in 
mission and outreach) and management (how is the 
denomination governed). Several further criteria were 
necessary; no trust clause on properties, the approval 
of women in every role of ministry and geographical 
proximity. 

Five denominations were eliminated leaving two; the 
Congregational Methodist and the Global Methodist, 
both of which met every criteria and felt a good match to 
the current and desired future spiritual DNA of Marion 
Methodist. The team took a week to pray, read everything 
and then returned to interview Pastor Mike and Church 
Business Administrator John Terry. Following those 
interviews, further deliberations were held, and a 
unanimous decision was made to recommend Marion 
Methodist join the Global Methodist Church. Monday, 
March 6th the Denominational Discernment Team 
gave an hour long report with Q and A and moved their 
recommendation. 

The Church Council voted unanimously to recommend 
that Marion Methodist Church join the Global 
Methodist Church, a recommendation that requires a 
congregational vote.

The essentials of the vote are:
• The vote will take place Sunday, April 16th at 

11:30 in the sanctuary.  
• A simple yes/no paper ballot vote.  
• You must be a member and present to vote.
• Members will be asked to self-identify (meaning 

we will not have a check in system) and ALL 
MEMBERS including confirmed youth are 
eligible to vote.

• If the vote passes with 50% +1, our church will 
become a member of The Global Methodist 
Church pending the approval of our disaffiliation 

by the Iowa Conference of the United Methodist 
Church on June 2nd.

Much more information will be distributed to the 
congregation via our normal media platforms including 
https://marionmethodist.org/. Begin your own research 
now. Go to https://globalmethodist.org/ and learn all you 
can. 

These moments give us an opportunity to restart a 
church that has a 182-year history and bring it into a 
new age. Some things the teams assigned by the Church 
Council are working on to that end:

• Affiliating means on June 30th Marion Methodist 
will have 0 members. The Membership Team is 
tasked to transform our membership expectations 
from low to high and welcome those of us who 
desire to become “founding members” with a very 
creative and fun process this summer.

• Affiliating also means we are joining something 
new. The Education Team is building a plan 
regarding our methodologies for learning the 
structure and beliefs of our new denomination.

• Affiliating causes us to take a deep dive into all 
the ministries and programs we have, support and 
lead at Marion Methodist. The Programming 
Team has been tasked to construct a list of 
everything we do and consider what we need to 
do less, more and better in our future.

• A condition of disaffiliation on the way to 
affiliation required by the United Methodist 
Church is the surrender of all intellectual 
properties and the United Methodist cross and 
flame emblem. We will be surrendering our 
membership (as noted above) and the records of 
it, changing our signs and official logos. We will 
make best effort and some 
things we will not surrender 
include gifts to the church 
with the cross and flame 
logo (etchings on Carnegie 
glass doors, stained glass 
window in the Center, etc.). 

These are exciting days, days where we can engage in 
something very new and exciting in our mission of 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. Engage in it, we will be so much stronger 
when you do.

    Pastor Mike
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Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:
March 5:  Luverne Druecker, husband of Shirley 
Druecker

March Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter
Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 
please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

Pastoral Care Message - Messiness
I love every one of my grandkids without measure and thoroughly 

enjoy having them at our place whenever we 
can.  I’ve never been one of those grandmas 
who’s so fussy about the way my house looks 
that my grandkids can’t make a mess, which is 
good, because I’ve had forts built with pillows 
and chairs in my living room, Lego sets strewn all 
over my kitchen table and toys covering the living 

room floor for days at a time.

Some of my knickknacks have nearly been broken over the years 
or have pieces glued back on, but most of them are just things 
and definitely not more precious to me than those children.  
Consequently, my decorating schemes, especially for the holidays, 
have changed a lot, thanks to my rambunctious grandkids.  Years 
ago, one of our granddaughters, who was almost 3 at the time, was at 
our house often, so I decided to put out only plastic or non-breakable 
Easter decorations that year instead of my ceramic eggs and basket, a 
family keepsake.

As it turns out, it was a very wise decision.  One day while she was 
there, our granddaughter spotted the basket of 
plastic eggs and promptly had the eggs out of 
the basket, taken apart and the Easter “grass” 
scattered all over the living room in just a matter 
of minutes.  It wasn’t long before the handle on 
the basket was broken and the whole effort at 
decorating for the holiday looked pretty bedraggled; green plastic 
grass hanging out the sides of the basket with the jumbled eggs, some 
still together but most of them apart, inside the basket.

After cleaning up the worst of the mess, I decided to leave the basket 
on the table as it was, with the handle broken and the eggs all in a 
mess.  It transformed into a visual reminder of the true message of 
Easter so much more than a lovely ceramic basket with beautifully 
decorated ceramic eggs.

Our lives are in a constant state of brokenness and disarray; most 
often we’re just like that broken, messy basket of Easter eggs – 
everything in a jumble spilling over the edges with no possibility of 
repair without a miraculous intervention of some kind.

Lent is an amazing time to reflect on who Christ is and his 
miraculous intervention that has healed and repaired our messy and 
broken lives.  His amazing love and grace, exemplified by his death 
on the cross and resurrection three days later, restores us to new life.  
That basket may have seen its better days, but through Christ we have 
the promise of a better day that far exceeds anything we can imagine, 
in the presence of God himself for all eternity.  When we repent 
and ask God’s forgiveness, God wipes away our sin, and ultimately 
through the death and resurrection of his Son Jesus, he puts us back 
together and cleans up all the messy and broken pieces of our lives.  
As this contemporary hymn says:

Something beautiful, something good
All my confusion He understood
All I had to offer Him was brokenness and strife
But he made something beautiful of my life.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Registration is now open for 
students and volunteers for this 

year’s Vacation Bible School! 

Interested in helping with VBS set 
building and decorations? Please 

email dshowalter@marionmethodist.
org
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March 19th, 2023  
God Made Us and Knows Us 

Psalm 139:1-4 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s your favorite thing about yourself you wish everyone knew? 

“And the very hairs on your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to 
God than a whole flock of sparrows” (Luke 12:7). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
David writes a song about how God 

knows everything about us. God knows 
when we sit or stand, what we think 
about, when we travel, when we’re 
home, and what we’re going to say. 

There’s nothing about us that’s hidden 
from God! 

 
Bible Point:  

We are known by God. 

Family Together Time 
God knows you—but there may be things you don’t 
know about each other! Use these questions to get 
to know each other. (If you have an elementary-
age child who made the craft, use that instead!) 

• If you were making a time capsule for 
people to open in 100 years, what would 
you put in it to show who you are? 

• What has been your best birthday so far? 
• If you were a kitchen appliance, which 

would you be, and why? 
• Besides the language(s) you already know, 

what language do you wish you could 
speak? 

• Would you rather be the funniest person in 
the room or the best-looking? Why? 

• If you could travel anywhere in the world, 
where would you go, and why? 

• If you were a cartoon character, who would 
you be? 

• Tell about a place that makes you happy. 
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March 26th, 2023  
Jesus Calls Disciples 

Luke 5:1-11 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one thing about Jesus’ character that you want to copy? 

“And the very hairs on your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to 
God than a whole flock of sparrows” (Luke 12:7). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus encounters some fishermen who 
have been fishing all night but haven’t 
caught anything. After teaching, Jesus 

tells the fishermen to cast their nets 
again. They catch so many fish that 
their boat starts to sink! Jesus calls 

them to follow him and fish for people, 
and they leave everything to do that. 

 
Bible Point:  

We are followers of Jesus. 

Family Together Time 
• As a family, think of people you know who 

you want to help follow Jesus. 
• Since Jesus said to fish for people, draw 

fish that have some features in common 
with those people. 

• For example, you might draw a fish with 
curly hair, glasses, or a beard. Or maybe 
your fish has a soccer ball next to it 
because the person you’re thinking of likes 
soccer. 

• Hang your “people fish” somewhere in your 
house where you’ll be reminded to pray for 
them. 

• Every time you see the fish, pray for those 
people to love and follow Jesus! 
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