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• We believe the mission of the church is to expand the 
Kingdom of God through making new disciples of 
Jesus Christ and transforming the world to sync with 
“Thy will be done.”

• We believe the church should be inclusive of every 
culture, language, and ethnicity, worldwide in intention 
and scope. We believe we are to love our neighbor and 
that every living being is our neighbor.

• We believe that each person is to bear witness to God’s 
grace so that the world may come to know Christ and 
respond to His invitation to have life in abundance.

• We believe the sacraments are outward and visible 
signs of an inward and spiritual grace. We receive the 
sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion by faith 
in Christ, with repentance and thanksgiving.

• We believe the family, whether biological or fictive, 
is the foundational unit of Christian teaching and 
discipleship. 

• We believe in church membership that comes with 
expectations of a life marked by discipleship and 
persistently growing a deeper commitment to the will 
and grace of God. 

Most simply, though our affiliation is changing from the United 
Methodist Church to another expression of Methodism, 
Marion Methodist has been and will continue to believe those 
things a Christian Church, in the tradition of the apostles with 
a Wesleyan flavor, believes.

  Pray daily for your church.
  
  Pastor Mike

Marion Methodist – A Christian Church
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CONTACT US:

Long ago, a sage in my life told me, “Mike, 
if people do not know what is going on, 
we create our own narrative and those are 
hard to unravel.” In various circumstances 
and instances, these words have proved to 
be true and my hope is for that not to be 
part of our congregational story in these 
interim moments.

More than once in the past month I have been asked, “When 
we are not United Methodist anymore what will we believe?” 
For the most part, the answer is, we shall believe what we 
already believe. I think today is a good moment to give a brief 
account of what the Wesleyan Christian believes.

• We believe that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament are the primary source upon which 
our faith is informed and through which Divine 
revelation is communicated. This makes us prima 
scriptura, which is a fancy way of saying the Scriptures 
are first, and we believe God communicates in many 
other ways still today.

• We believe in the tenets of the faith shared in the 
apostolic witness disclosed in Scripture and affirmed 
throughout the centuries, best summarized in the 
Apostles and Nicene Creeds. 

• We believe the gift of God’s grace is available to all 
persons and that God desires none be lost and that all 
may come to him. We believe that grace is prevenient, 
justifying and sanctifying.

• We believe that all persons, irrespective of their 
situation and circumstance are made in the image 
of God, are of infinite value and worth and are to be 
treated with dignity, justice, and respect.

• We believe that holiness is social. We travel not alone 
on the pilgrimage of belief but are involved in the 
community of faith at every step along the way. We 
believe that God has called us to live together in a 
faithful covenant that expresses our commitments to 
God and to each other. 



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

Marion Methodist Travels to Israel in 2024
Pastor Mike and Theresa Morgan invite you to 
consider and pray regarding taking a pilgrimage 
to Israel in January 2024. 

The scriptures literally come alive as you 
walk many places where Jesus walked. “Holy 
encounters” may pile one upon another as you 
receive communion at the Garden Tomb, take 
a boat ride across the Sea of Galilee, pray at 
Gethsemane and see with your own eyes, Jericho, 
the Jordan, Capernaum and others.

Our trip is being arranged by Educational 
Opportunities, a company Mike and Theresa have 
traveled with several times. They provide safe, 
first class travel, meals, accommodations and tour 
guides.  

If you would like to see the “fine print”, pamphlets 
are available at the Welcome Centers beginning 
this Sunday, March 5th and you are invited to 
contact mmorgan@marionmethodist.org for 
more information or questions.

Pastoral Care Message - Comfort
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

At Marion Methodist we have a wide range of ages in our large 
congregation.  Consequently, on almost any given day, there’s someone 
grieving the loss of a loved one in our midst.  It may be the recent 
death of a spouse, friend or sibling, or it may be a loss that occurred 
a year ago or maybe 5 or 10 years ago.  No matter how long it’s been, 
or the circumstances of the loved one’s death, the pain of loss can last 
a long time, especially if there’s no attempt made to consciously work 
towards healing.

Our hearts are emotionally fragile, we feel things very deeply.  Insults 
break our hearts, harsh words penetrate to our 
very marrow and are hard to let go of, and the pain 
of loss can literally make our hearts hurt.  Things 
that happened to us as children can still affect us as 
adults, and grief is no different.  Just when we think 
we’re over the worst of it, we’ll smell something 

familiar, or hear a particular song and we’ll be right back in the depths 
of mourning like the death happened yesterday.

Fortunately, GriefShare is offered regularly at Marion Methodist and 
I can personally attest that there is healing 
to be found there.  It won’t happen overnight 
and it takes work on our part, but GriefShare 
is a marvelous way to gain perspective and 
better understand the grieving process.  
One of the most beneficial lessons to be 
learned when participating in GriefShare is 
that your responses to grief - your feelings, 
actions, thoughts, are all normal.  They 
may be tempered by your relationship with your loved one or the 
circumstances surrounding their death, but at the core, most of us 
experience very similar emotions and physical reactions when we’re 
grieving.

Additionally, an extremely beneficial aspect of GriefShare is what 
others are willing to share in the group.  There’s so much to be learned 
from each other and hearing someone say what worked for them or 
what they struggled with during their time of grief can actually help 
your healing process.  You may feel inspired to put into practice some 
of the things that may be shared.  None of this is meant to be done 
alone, or in a vacuum.  As a Christian community we are to “comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.”

Grief can be very isolating.  It’s hard to be 
around people when your emotions are so raw, 
and oftentimes without meaning to, someone 
who’s grieving might seem to be pushing others 
away.  Actually, what’s happening is they don’t 
have the energy or strength to engage with 

those who’re trying to comfort them or be in conversations that are 
emotionally draining.  That’s when it’s up to us to come alongside 
them, hold their hand or put an arm around them and just be present.  
Don’t talk, don’t ask questions, just sit and hold them.  Weep with 
them, hold them close and let God’s comfort pour into them.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:
February 15:  Novella Cunningham

February 16:  John Slusher, husband of Peg Slusher

March Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Servant Ministries at 
Marion Methodist

Explore all the ways you can get involved 
at Marion Methodist by visiting www.

MarionMethodist.org/Service for complete 
descriptions and how to sign up.  

Intinction Returning
Communion by intinction will be 
returning in April.  Single serving 
communion cups will still be 
available for those who want them. 

Marion Methodist NOW – update
Six task forces described in the past issue 
of the Marion Methodist are meeting and 
working deliberately in specific areas to 
guide the church forward. Two groups 
will be bringing important proposals to 
the Church Council meeting, Monday, 

March 6th for discernment and decision.

The Legal Team will submit the updated “Articles of 
Incorporation.” These are necessary as we leave the United 
Methodist Denomination and become a new entity.

The Denominational Discernment team has had a number 
of meetings, done extensive research, weighed key factors 
and negotiated a selection regarding a new denominational 
partner. Their report, if accepted and agreed upon will come to 
a congregational vote (after 4 weeks of information sharing) on 
Sunday, April 2. 

MIDWEST MISSION HYGIENE 
KITS

Marion Methodist has always generously donated 
items for those who are recovering from a disaster. If 
you are willing to donate all or some of the items listed 
below, it would be appreciated by those receiving the 
help. Please place any items in the Mission Depot, 
located in the NW corner of The Center. All items 
will be placed in a gallon ziplock and sent to Midwest 
Missions. Thanks to your previous generosity, we have 
plenty of Ziplocks!  Thank you so much. 

ITEMS STILL NEEDED TO FILL KITS:
• 1 hand towel - no kitchen towels
• 1 shampoo - 12-19 oz
• 1 deodorant -2-3 oz stick, roll on or pump



Registration is now open for 
students and volunteers for this 

year’s Vacation Bible School!

The women of Marion Methodist will be attending 
the Lifeway Women Live conference together on 
April 29, 2023.  The conference is $99 per person 
and it includes lunch.  For more information and to 
sign up visit SHEwomensConference.org
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March 5th, 2023  
Esther Has a Purpose 

Esther 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a time you did something that felt important. 

“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 
things he planned for us long ago” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
Esther, a Jewish woman, is chosen to 

become queen, but King Xerxes doesn’t 
know she’s Jewish. Meanwhile, King 
Xerxes’ right-hand man, Haman, is 
trying to kill all the Jews! Esther’s 

cousin Mordecai tells Esther that she 
has a purpose: to save the Jews. 

Esther saves her people. 
 

Bible Point:  
We each have a purpose. 

Family Together Time 
• Everyone in the family will choose an item 

from your house that has a specific 
purpose: toilet paper, a potato masher, a 
toothbrush…whatever you want to pick! 

• Gather your items together, and share the 
purpose for your item. 

• Trade items and say what might happen if 
you tried to use your new item to do the 
purpose of your original item. For example, 
what would happen if you used toilet paper 
to try to mash potatoes? 

• Talk about the unique gifts and talents 
you’ve seen in each other and how they 
could be part of God’s purpose for each of 
you. 
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March 12th 2023  
God Washes Us Clean 

Psalm 51 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a time someone forgave you. 

“And the very hairs on your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to 
God than a whole flock of sparrows” (Luke 12:7). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
David has done something really, really 
bad, and someone points it out to him. 
David realizes the weight of his sin and 

cries out to God, asking God to give 
him a new heart, to clean him, and to 

restore his joy. David knows that when 
he asks God for forgiveness, he is 

forgiven. 
 

Bible Point:  
We are forgiven. 

Family Together Time 
• Count how many sinks are in your house. 
• Work as a family to make a sign to hang 

above each sink. 
• The signs should say “You are forgiven” 

and can also be decorated however your 
family members would like. 

• It’s also great to include Psalm 51:7: “Purify 
me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash 
me, and I will be whiter than snow.” 

• Hang the signs above your sinks so that 
every time you wash your hands, it will be a 
reminder that God cleans away your sins, 
too. 
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