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To facilitate our pursuit of living out the Scripture we will 
renew and present the “Marks of a Disciple” as the central 
factor to our congregational DNA, ministry, and personal 
faith growth twice this year. It was important for Nehemiah 
to say to residents of Jerusalem, “do this” for them to succeed 
in their wall building. At Marion Methodist, we believe it is 
important for us to “do” our prayers, presence, witness, gifts 
and service as our expression of faith growth and ministry.

The church will continue to recruit new servants for the 
ministries of the church. COVID and the significant cultural 
changes that accompanied it affected every area of life, 
including servant ministries. Relentlessly, we will pursue new 
servants to instruct the children and adults of our congregation 
in the Scriptures and way of the Lord. Unapologetically, as 
Nehemiah recruited the Jews to build the holy city, we will 
ask and ask and ask the faithful to build the people of the 
community of faith. 

The rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem under the leadership 
of Nehemiah restored the city and ushered in a new age of 
worship and devotion. Certainly not as dramatic, but very 
importantly, a new age is upon us. In the first half of 2023 the 
people of Marion Methodist will select to affiliate with a new 
denomination or association for cooperative ministry and the 
evangelization of the world. This will involve deep study and 
discussion, informational meetings and a Church Conference 
where we collectively vote to walk forward with others in the 
work of the Gospel.

That decision of course will be coupled with a comprehensive 
plan to teach and implement the structure, beliefs, and 
doctrines of that new denomination or association. We Marion 
Methodists will engage fully in knowing as much as we can 
about who we are as a church, not only what can keep history 
from repeating itself, but the exciting things we can become.

My pastoral heart and mind feel completely confident in these 
things because I know your faith, your love for Christ and his 
church and that you will work with all your hearts to make 
Marion Methodist a church community of which our blessed 
Lord is proud. There is wonderful work before us!

Happy New Year!

   Pastor Mike

 

The Wonderful Work

Vicki Standley
Minister of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

The opportunity to overdramatize is 
always before us. Media of every kind is 
promoting the “biggest savings of all time” 
on (insert car, mattress, phone, etc.) as the 
new year begins. Those who have seen the 
calendar flip before are aware that next 
year they will seek to outdo themselves. 
When a company, agency or church make 
dramatic overtures we tend to be skeptic 

more often than participatory.

One of my intentions has always been to not overdramatize 
the mission and work of the church while persistently calling 
for your attention and participation in it. The temptation in 
2023 with a disaffiliation vote in our rear view is to quote 
a scripture like Revelation 21:5 where the Lord proclaims; 
“Behold, I make all things new” as a new heaven and earth 
are created. While poetic and knowing many new things 
will occur in 2023 at Marion Methodist, another scripture 
resonates in my spirit.

Nehemiah is heartbroken that the holy city of Jerusalem 
has fallen into disrepair, the walls have been torn down, 
people scattered. He encourages the remaining people of the 
city to rebuild the walls in the face of great opposition. In a 
masterful stroke of leadership, he directs them to concentrate 
on the portions closest their homes and they do. Nehemiah 
4:6 records one of the most encouraging and remarkable 
accomplishments in Jewish history: “So we rebuilt the wall till 
all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all 
their hearts.” 

There in Jerusalem, is the combination of old stones being 
used in a “new” wall. There in Jerusalem is the truth that every 
person of faith, knowing the vision, working their work is the 
path of accomplishment, growth, and encouragement. 

My prayer and desire for Marion Methodist in 2023 is inspired 
by the work of Nehemiah. It is not dramatic, though dramatic 
change occurs. It is inclusive, in that, to move forward, each 
must respond to the call the Lord in tangible and specific 
ways. 

Marion Methodist will continue to promote a Biblical 
Worldview in every ministry, program, and aspect of church 
life. The most historic stone in the work of the church is the 
inspired Word of God. Fidelity to it influencing our lives in 
the way of God is the center of all things Marion Methodist. 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

Pastoral Care Message – Happy New Year
Happy New Year!  Do you get excited thinking about the change 
from one year to the next?  I can remember as a kid thinking, “Wow!  
It’ll be a brand new year tomorrow and be so 
different and exciting!”  It didn’t take long to 
realize though that the new year didn’t look a 
whole lot different than the last one, at least 
initially, and the transition was fairly anti-
climactic for the most part.  That was especially 
the case when we were preparing to turn from one century to the 
next, from the year 1999 to 2000.  Remember all the Y2K hype?  
Everything was going to fall apart, computers wouldn’t know what to 
do, and everything was going to crash instantaneously at the turn of 
the calendar.  

We all waited anxiously for the New Year’s Eve countdown and certain 
chaos to ensue, then…..nothing.  Business went on as usual and it was 
just another day – pretty disappointing.  I think there are many times 
in our lives that we approach with breathless anticipation, excited 
for a new turn of events, or the thrill of not knowing exactly what 
lies ahead.  But as so often happens, it’s not quite as thrilling as we’d 
hoped, things don’t turn out quite as we had anticipated so we just 
keep plugging along in our daily lives.

But you know what?  The real beauty is each morning we wake up we 
get to face another day and often be surprised by unexpected joys that 
may catch us off guard.  It’s great to plan and set goals, but sometimes 
it’s best to put your life in God’s hands and be ready for whatever he’s 
got planned for you.  He has a plan that’s grander, more exciting, more 
vibrant than anything we could ever anticipate.

As 2022 draws to a close and we welcome 2023, 
what plans are you making for the new year?  We’re 
all familiar with New Year’s resolutions, which 
have never had much appeal for me.  It seems more 
productive in my mind to take a look at the things 

you wish you’d spent more time on in the prior year and 
just try and improve on that.  A couple of years ago one 
of our daughters gave me a book to write down all kinds 
of memories about my family and growing up years.  I’ve 
worked on it now and then and it’s been fun to figure 
out how to answer the questions that are provided, but 
I haven’t been consistent working on it.  I also started 
putting together a family history several years ago and 
abandoned it about halfway through.  I definitely need to get back to 
both of those just for the joy of finishing them.

Don’t get me wrong, setting goals can be a good thing, but it seems 
that setting our sights on God and his ways will set a solid foundation 
for our goals and aspirations and lead us down paths that will be 
ultimately more fulfilling and have eternal implications for our lives.  
In Deuteronomy 4:29 says:
 But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you 
seek him with all your heart and with all your soul.

Have a Happy New Year and have fun setting those new goals!

Blessings,
Vicki

Marion Methodist Builds Leaders
For several years Marion Methodist has taken 
seriously the responsibility of growing and sending 
new leaders into the greater church. Specifically, 
we encourage persons called to Pastoral Ministry, 
Christian Education or Youth Ministry to purse 
graduate theological education. Once they discern 
attending school is necessary to their calling, their 
church (Marion Methodist) takes seriously the 
ministry of financially assisting them.

Annually the interest from the scholarship fund (now 
including the newly launched Michael and Theresa 
Morgan Seminary Scholarship) in our Church 
Foundation is divided between those who apply. 
See pictured one of our recent seminarians, Simon 
Campbell at his graduation from Indiana Wesleyan 
Theological seminary.

Those who have received the scholarship and their 
seminary since 2015:

Allison Shapira   Asbury Theological Seminary
Andrew Happ   University of Dubuque Theological Seminary
Patrick Dayton    Boston University
Leandra Martins  Duke University
Simon Campbell  Indiana Wesleyan Theological Seminary
Jacob Sandholm   Asbury/Jerusalem College Seminary
Grant Chlystun   Midwestern Seminary
Tyler Hungate   Liberty University

Over the course of the last 8 years, we have dispersed 
a total of $78,681 from this fund. We pray that our 
contributions have enabled the ministry of these men 
and women in specific ways. 



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
December 22:  Delores Frantz

December 26:  Vern Atwater, brother of Sharon (Gary) 
Knapp, Larry (Sue) Atwater, and uncle of Ron (Kim) 
Knapp.

January Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Membership Hour
Do you have questions 
about becoming a 
member at Marion 
Methodist? Need 
help downloading/
navigating the Church 
Center app? Want to 
make sure that your 
church profile information is up to date? Visit the East 
Welcome Center on Sunday, January 8th from 9 - 10:15 
AM and Dionna will be more than happy to assist you 
with any membership related questions or needs! 

We Voted to Disaffiliate – Now what?
The Church Conference on November 20, 2022 voted to disaffiliate 
from the United Methodist Church and next steps are being planned 
and/or are in process. The following is a simple timeline.

Nov. 20, 2022  Motion to Disaffiliate successfully passes at  
   Church Conference

Feb. 15, 2022  Board of Trustees of the Iowa Conference  
   provides final cost to the church. Projected  
   to us by them at the time of the Church   
   Conference:
   $229,869 – two years apportionments
   $135,338 – unfunded pension liabilities
   $365,207 – total*

June 4 or 5, 2023 Iowa Conference of the United Methodist  
   Church votes on Marion Methodist’s
   and many other congregation’s disaffiliation.  
   An affirmative vote will fully separate us   
   from United Methodism. 

June 30, 2023 Marion Methodist fulfills the financial   
   obligations noted above and becomes full  
   owners of their buildings, grounds and ALL  
   financials.

Marion Methodist, along with scores of United Methodist Churches 
in Iowa and hundreds across the nation has secured the National 
Center for Life and Liberty as legal counsel in this matter (which 
includes property title searches, organizational bylaw updates, 
maintaining our status as a 501c3 federal non-profit corporation 
etc.). The cost of their services is $1000 annually, which is not a typo.

Internally, a number of task forces will be established to thoughtfully 
plan our way forward. Task forces will be established finally at 
the February 4 Church Council retreat and will include matters 
pertaining to what denomination/association to affiliate with, legal 
issues (noted above), membership, marketing, and others. Pray for 
the work and success of our transition.
*Marion Methodist has raised and withheld their apportionments 
since 2017 in preparation for the potentiality of this moment. We 
have in escrow a significantly larger amount than will be required 
of us and our move will require NO NEW FUND RAISING to 
disaffiliate.

New Bible studies starting Sunday, January 8 and 
Wednesday, January 11



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - MARION, IOWA
NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

of
CHURCH COUNCIL, COMMITTEES AND WORK AREAS

January 1 to December 31, 2023
Ex officio Staff Members

Lead Pastor----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mike Morgan
Minister of Discipleship & Mission ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Gonzalo Santillan
Minister of Worship & Technology -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jared Edwards
Business Administrator------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- John Terry
Minister of Pastoral Care------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Vicki Standley
Director of Hospitality & Membership --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dionna Jensen
Director of Adult Discipleship---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jen Digmann
Director of Children’s Discipleship--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dani Showalter
Director of Vocal Music ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Gina McConahay

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS – Voting Delegates
Chairperson of Church Council -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Linda Peyton (25)
Lay Members to Annual Conference (2) -------------------------------------------------------------Adam Britton/Matt Kearns (25)
Recording Secretary ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Dionna Jensen
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Aaron Vargas (23)
Endowment Foundation Chairperson-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Lori Biertzer (24)
Finance Committee Chairperson ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dana Goshon (24)
Church Treasurer --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jan Dickinson
Trustee Committee Chairperson-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dennis Nebraska (23)
United Women in Faith’s President----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Carolyn Munson
Methodist Men’s President ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Walker Kelly
Church Historian---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mark Morgan
Marion Senior Living Board Representative------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Ken Stanford
Marion Food Pantry Representative---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Marion Cares Executive Director ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Rachel Kumoto
Safety Team Captain-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Kirk McNeil
CHURCH COUNCIL - MEMBERS AT LARGE
Class of 2023    Class of 2024    Class of 2025
John Collins    Tim Michels    Troy Little
Lori Collins    Kim Michels    Katie Little
Sandy Schneekloth   Sue Tull    Gayle Kelley
Tim Schneekloth   Alex Mussman    Norm Kelley
    Sarah Mussman   Corey Moore
    Chris McCrate    Jamie Moore
    Rachel McCrate   Ben Davis
    Lisa Walton    Carolyn Quimby
        Jay Quimby

COMMITTEES
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE: Chairperson – Dana Goshon
Class of 2023    Class of 2024    Class of 2025
TBA     Dana Goshon    Tayler Granberg
Jenny Pederson    Steve Pershing    Susan Harthun
    Mark Thomas    Brad Peyton
Church Treasurer – Jan Dickinson
FOUNDATION: Chairperson – Lori Biertzer
Class of 2023    Class of 2024    Class of 2025
Dave Tiede    Debbie Miles    Cindy Preussner
Pat Quinn    Cal Birkey    Sharon Davis
Peg Boss    Lori Biertzer    Lisa Kenyon
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Chairperson - Pastor Mike Morgan
Class of 2023    Class of 2024    Class of 2025
Jeff Lam    Linda Kelly    Curt Liscum
Amanda Rose    Sheri Soukup    Barb Maring

STAFF PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS: Chairperson – Aaron Vargas Vice-Chair – Guy Trimble
Class of 2023    Class of 2024    Class of 2025
Carol McNeil    Guy Trimble    Linda Hass
Aaron Vargas    Kurt Musser    Steve Griffin  
Beth Combs    Stacey Redmond   Jan Fretheim
TRUSTEES: Chairperson – Dennis Nebraska Vice-Chair – Sean Poston
Class of 2023    Class of 2024    Class of 2025
Brenda Hollinger   Mark Henderson   Dave Murray
Brad Schuver    Katie Feldman    Renee Cudworth
Dennis Nebraska   Sean Poston    Casey Hansen
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January 8th, 2023  

God Knows Jonah Ran Away 
Jonah 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Try to share one fact about yourself that your family doesn’t know. 

Here’s what happens… 
God tells Jonah to go warn Nineveh. 

Jonah doesn’t want to go, so he tries to 
run away by getting on a boat. But God 

knows where Jonah is and sends a 
storm. Jonah ends up getting thrown 
overboard, where a big fish swallows 
him. After three days, the fish spits 
Jonah out, and he goes to Nineveh. 

 
Bible Point:  

God is all-knowing. 

“No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). 

 

Family Together Time 
• See how well you know each other by 

playing a game like The Newlywed Game. 
• One person will write his or her answer to 

one of the questions below. 
• Everyone else will try to guess that person’s 

answer. Or guessers can write their 
answers and reveal them after the person 
answers the question. Anyone who doesn’t 
know how to write can just be a guesser. 

• Then the person will reveal the paper with 
his or her answer to see who was right. 

• Use these questions: 
o What’s your favorite color? 
o What’s your favorite thing to do? 
o What’s your favorite kind of candy? 
o What’s your favorite vegetable? 
o What’s the most recent dream you 

remember having? 
o What are you most afraid of? 
o What’s something you pray about? 
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January 15th, 2023  

Jesus Feeds 5,000 
Matthew 14:13-21 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one food you’d love for Jesus to multiply? 

Here’s what happens… 
A large crowd of 5,000 men, plus 

women and children, follows Jesus. But 
when dinnertime comes around, the 

disciples suggest Jesus send the crowd 
away since they can’t possibly feed that 
many people. Or can they? Jesus turns 
five loaves of bread and two fish into a 

meal for everyone—with leftovers. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is our provider. 

“God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we 
might have eternal life through him” (1 John 4:9). 

Family Together Time 
• Write “God provided this” all over your food 

packaging. You can use permanent 
markers on slick packaging like chip bags 
or just a pen on the inside of cereal and 
cracker boxes. Let any little ones participate 
by adding stickers, too. 

• Whenever anyone eats a snack or meal, 
they’ll be reminded that God provided your 
food! (Parents, you can read the message 
aloud whenever you prepare a snack for 
your kids who can’t read.) 
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