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and strength. In a church with wonderful facilities, institutional 
strength and significant lay and staff talent, the temptation can 
arise for everything to be “shiny” and needing to be a “high 
quality.” 

We absolutely pursue excellence in every worship service, 
class and program and it is MOST important for us to focus 
on the wholeheartedness of our pursuit to fulfill the Great 
Commandment and Commission. There is no universal 
standard for excellence or high quality but there is one for 
doing things with “all of our hearts.” I have worshipped on 
three continents and know people and congregations in 
wholehearted pursuit of God trump the best light shows, slides, 
videos and creative sermons every time. Every time.  

Do them “consistently.” Over years of observing the North 
American church community, few things seem more dissonant 
in the work towards making a congregation great for God than 
inconsistency. Jim Collins in “Good to Great” admonished the 
business community to find their core principle (he called it the 
hedgehog concept) and keep doing it and doing it. 

Denominational leaders, Pastors and lay committees that 
persistently change a congregation’s vision and direction just 
leave people lost. We need to know what the church is all about 
doing (Marks of a Disciple) and maintaining a consistent vision 
(Making new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world). To that end, though our methodologies will be 
upgraded from time to time, reliability and consistency is our 
Marion Methodist core.

Do them “for a long time.” There are no shortcuts. Greatness 
in everything takes time. Healthy and great churches are grown 
in a simmering pot not a microwave, meaning it takes time to 
grow greatness. Great churches build a legacy of loving Jesus, 
loving neighbor with all of our hearts, soul, mind and strength 
and teaching others to do the same. Wholeheartedly. Without 
compromise. Never giving in or up.

In this and every season, process is important and our process 
is not “____ steps to_______.” Rather, Marion Methodist will 
continue to “Do the basics wholeheartedly and consistently 
for a long time.” 

    Pastor Mike
 

__________ Steps to ________ 
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Most everyday the newspaper, a website, 
TV program or email will extol something 
like: “(insert number here) Steps to;

• A better relationship with your (kids, 
spouse, parents, etc)

• Flatter tummy
• Investing in Crypto currency
• A better relationship with God

Each carry with it the notion that there are just a few things 
evading your knowledge and, we have it! Thankfully, we are 
here for you with the simplistic wisdom you need, you are 
welcome! Sometimes this comes with the offer of a free book 
or link that, with only 4 EZ payments of $19.95, even deeper 
and more effective “tips” will be made available to you.

This is understandable because though life is complex, many 
“solutions” are simple, just not easy. During this complex 
season in the life of the Christian church, I find it important 
to keep church simple, and our focus on what birthed, grew, 
matured and has for generations been strengthening Marion 
Methodist as a Church. The following is not presented as “four 
steps to becoming a great church” but a simple sentence, that, 
when clung to will make a church great.

The sentence is: “Do the basics wholeheartedly and 
consistently for a long time.” If you were looking for 
something more profound, edgy or imaginative, wrong pastor. 
There is simplistic elegancy to the sentence, and with the 
permission of your continued reading, four necessary parts to 
see, each a component of a great church.

“Do the Basics.” Our basics at Marion Methodists are five 
words lifted from our membership vows; Prayers, presence, 
gifts, witness, service which we call the “Marks of a Disciple.” 
This is how we break down the Great Commandment and 
Commission of Jesus (Matthew 22 and 28). These are the 
basics of our loving God, loving others and making new 
disciples. Clinging to them, drilling them into our hearts, 
minds and behavior persistently will lead us to be greater and 
healthier as people and a church.

Do them “wholeheartedly.” Greatness in the Kingdom of God 
means we do what we do in pursuit of fulfilling God’s mission 
in our lives and the church with all of our heart, soul, mind 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

4:12 STUDENT MINISTRIES 
meet 

every Wednesday in the 
Sanctuary.

Middle School (Grades 5-8) 
High School (Grades 9-12)   

6:30 - 8:00 PM

January 29th at 11:30 am at Marion Methodist Church, Room 100. 
 

Join us for our first Parent Forum! 
 
What is a Parent Forum? It’s an event/space where parents of teens and 
preteens can connect with our Youth Pastor and other parents in a 
similar stage in life.  The Parent Forums will focus on specific topics 
relevant to parenting, faith, and students’ struggles. 
 
Who is welcome to join us? Any parent of teens or preteens whether 
they belong or not to our congregation. 
 
Where? Room 100 
 
Our theme will be “Helping your child own their faith” 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate in contacting Gonzo at 
gsantillan@marionmethodist.org 

Thank You
Dear Friends of the Community Health Free Clinic,

Thank you for your recent donation to Community 
Health Free Clinic. 2022 marks our 20th year of 
providing free medical, dental, vision, and prescription 
services to our community. We have seen a lot of 
changes to both our community and to healthcare 
over this time but through it all Community Health 
Free Clinic has been here providing for people in our 
community who have had nowhere else to turn.

Your donation helps us keep this invaluable resource 
open to everyone who needs it and makes our 
community stronger, healthier, and more resilient. 
Thank you for entrusting us with your donation. 
Through our wonderful volunteers and community 
partners, we provide over $8 in healthcare to our 
community for every dollar donated.

Community Health Free Clinic has been a source 
of hope and light through our community’s darkest 
hours - including two floods, a global pandemic and a 
devastating storm. With your support, we’ll continue 
to serve the people who need us for the next 20 years 
and beyond - no matter what comes next. On behalf of 
Community Health Free Clinic’s staff, volunteers, and 
most importantly, the patients we serve, thank you  for 
your generous gift!

In Friendship and Blessings!
Community Health Free Clinic

Thank You
Dear Friends,

Everyone likes to be remembered at Christmas 
time and you have helped to make this time special 
for our residents. On behalf of the Marion Senior 
Living Community, I would like to express our deep 
appreciation for your participation in giving $250.00 
to obtain a gift card for each of the residents of our 
facilities. The residents of these facilities have low to 
moderate incomes and, therefore, work hard to stretch 
their finances. Your gift has been a great blessing.

In His Name,
Marion Senior Living



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
January 8:  Susan Leonard

January Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Pastoral Care Message - Rest
For me January is usually a somewhat relaxing month.  Once we’re 

past the holidays and before birthdays start ramping up in 
our family, there’s a brief time when not much is going on.  
Oftentimes we have enough snow on the ground that we’re 
not out and about much, but that’s certainly not the case 

this year.  However, generally these first few weeks of the year seem a 
little slower, a little more laid back and a time to catch our breath.
One year however, January was anything but a catchup month.  That 
particular January followed the December that Ralph had to be in 
Denver a couple of weeks to care for his folks.  We rounded out the 
year when I joined him between Christmas and New Year’s and 
cleaned out his folks’ entire apartment and moved them into an 
assisted living place.  Once we got home on New Year’s Eve, I thought 
– finally we can get back to normal!
Little did I know that only a few weeks into the new year Ralph 
would have an attack of pancreatitis and need to have his gall bladder 
removed.  He was in the hospital for several days allowing his 
pancreas to calm down before they finally did surgery.  Once he got 
home and settled in, so did the snow.  We’d had a 
very snowy December also, and the whole time he 
was gone I had cleared snow at least every other day.  
We had a lull in snowfall for a couple weeks then it 
all started to pile up again in mid-January.  Guess 
who was back out clearing snow for the next few weeks!!
Not every January is a time to relax and regroup, but there are other 
times of the year in which it can happen.  Whether you call it a 
vacation, me-time, Sabbath rest or any other term, we’re meant to 
take a step back every once in a while and take a breather.  Some of 
you are more intentional than others, and I applaud you if that’s part 
of your plan for yourself.  God set the perfect precedent for us at the 
very beginning of time when he rested on the 7th day of Creation.  
He also commanded that we honor the Sabbath Day and keep it holy, 
and some faith groups adhere to that quite strictly by unplugging and 
not engaging as much in their daily routines on that one day of the 
week.
So, whether it’s this month, the next or further into the year, I hope 
and pray you’ll consider taking some time for yourself, a time to take 
a deep breath, relax, put aside the planners and schedules for a while 
and just be with God.  Ask him to bring his rest to your body, mind 
and soul and pray for his guidance and discernment when it’s time to 
re-engage.  He may tell you it’s time to let go of a few things and keep 
resting in him.
These beautiful words are found in our Methodist hymnal:
There is a place of quiet rest,
near to the heart of God;
a place where sin cannot molest,
near to the heart of God.
There is a place of full release,
near to the heart of God;
a place where all is joy and peace,
near to the heart of God.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Reminder to register your child for the 
Winter Retreat! 

It will be an opportunity for young people to retreat 
from the daily routine of school, daily demands, and 
stress to spend some time building community and 
focusing on their faith!

Trips like this one help your child build memories 
that will last a lifetime while they strengthen their 
connection to their faith and church.

For more information, visit MarionMethodist.org/youth

Any questions, please don’t hesitate in reaching out to 
Gonzo at gsantillan@marionmethodist.org



4:12 STUDENT MINISTRIES
Adult Leaders play a significant role in the lives of teens. If you 
want to serve God by actively investing in young peoples’ lives, 
you are encouraged to join us! We want to welcome adults of 
any age, with an active faith willing to care for students, learn 
and grow alongside them.

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Build new disciples through prayers, presence, gifts, witness, 
and service by leading a Bible Study or Growth Group during 
the week. 

CHANCEL CHOIR
The Chancel Choir is an ensemble of dedicated adult singers 
who lead worship at our Traditional Service on Sundays at 8:15 
am. The Chancel Choir is a relaxed, yet musically challenging 
atmosphere, with a rich history of excellence. Any adult or 
older youth is welcome to join us!

CHECK-INS
We are looking for servants who have basic knowledge of 
computers, like to share friendly smiles, and are comfortable 
greeting fellow members. If that description sounds a lot like 
you, come join the Check-Ins Ministry for an easy-going 
service ministry experience!

CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP
Pathfinders Children’s Ministry partners with families to grow 
disciples who know and love Jesus and share Him with their 
friends for the transformation of the world.

HANDBELLS
Ringers and chimers devote time each week to rehearse music 
as they praise God, by ringing, in worship services and two 
concerts each year.  Ringers need to know how to read music or 
be willing to learn to read music.

HOSPITALITY
Be the welcoming face of Marion Methodist for current and 
new attendees. Postions include Door Attendants, Welcome 
Center, Ushering, and Fellowship Team.   

LANDSCAPE
Responsible for the landscape needs of the Uptown Carnegie 
office building and church at 5050 REC Drive. 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Capture memories for the church by covering special 
events and Sunday morning worship.  Do not need to be a 
professional to get involved. 

SAFETY TEAM
The purpose of the Safety Team is to look out for the safety 
and well being of the Church’s Staff, Members and Visitors. 
Our role is to be observant and to step in when needed to 
lead/assist during any safety or health situation/issue.

TECHNOLOGY
Work as a team to execute the plan for Sunday morning 
worship and special events while making technology in the 
Sanctuary impactul and not a distraction.  Positions include 
Director, Sound, Lighting, ProPresenter, and Manned 
Camera.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS
Groups of 4-6 people who serve already prepared/catered 
meals to our church family once a month on Wednesday 
nights. 

WORSHIP TEAM
The Worship Team exists to lead the congregation in excellent 
and God-honoring music. We believe that joining together 
singing the praises of God helps us to know God, love God, 
and submit our lives to God. We are a collection of musicians 
who want to use music to draw our hearts and affections 
to God and to serve the Church. Members rotate playing/
singing at different woship services. 

Last Sunday, Marion Methodist showcased the various 
Service Ministries in The Center.  There is still a need for 
people with a willingness to serve to join each of these 
ministries.  Visit our website at MarionMethodist.org/
Service to get complete discriptions of each of these 
ministries and sign up to get more involved.  These 
ministries are needed to make Sunday mornings, 

Wednesday evenings, and Special Events successful and 
we can’t do it without people like you.  
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January 22, 2023  

Jesus Dies on the Cross 
John 15:13; 17; 19 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s something loving someone in our family has done for you? 

“God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we 
might have eternal life through him” (1 John 4:9). 

Family Together Time 
• Draw a big heart on a piece of paper. 
• With your family, think of big and small 

ways God has shown you love. 
• Write the big ways in big letters in the heart, 

and write smaller acts of love in small 
letters in the heart. You can write for young 
kids who don’t yet know how to write, but let 
your older kids write their own words. 

• Fill the heart with words of various sizes so 
you have a “word cloud” of God’s love. 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus says the greatest act of love is to 
die for your friends. Then, after praying 
about what he’s about to experience, 

Jesus endures torture and is hung on a 
cross, where he dies. By dying on the 
cross for us, Jesus shows the ultimate 

act of God’s love. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is loving. 
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January 29, 2023 
Peter Denies Jesus,  

and Jesus Forgives Him 
Luke 22:54-62; John 21:15-17 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a time you got caught doing something wrong. 

“God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we 
might have eternal life through him” (1 John 4:9). 

Family Together Time 
• After a meal that generates a lot of dishes, 

do them all as a family! Even if that’s 
normally one person’s chore, work together 
so everyone plays a role in doing the 
dishes. 

• As you do, talk about what it takes to get 
the dishes clean. Compare the ones you 
can just rinse off and the ones you really 
have to scrub. 

• Talk about how God’s forgiveness is like 
cleaning the dishes, and when you’ve 
needed a rinse versus a scrub. 
 

Here’s what happens… 
As Jesus is on trial and beaten, people 

recognize Peter as one of Jesus’ 
followers, but he denies it three times. 
Peter feels horrible. Later, when Jesus 

has died and come back to life, he 
gives Peter three chances to say he 

loves him, a sign of forgiveness and a 
second chance. 

 
Bible Point:  

God is forgiving. 
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