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unity of all God’s people.

We have lit the candle of PEACE, recognizing through 
the voice of John the Baptist our need for forgiveness that 
God alone can give. We must admit we are wrong and 
desire sin to be purged from our lives. Repentance opens 
the door for peace to fill our hearts and lives.

This weekend we will light the candle of JOY. The angels 
that announce the birth of Jesus to the shepherds bring 
news of “great joy.” They heralded to the world that 
the Lord had crossed the line and now, joy was not an 
experience, it was the news. It is now the way of life for 
those who put their trust in the King, who has come.

Next week we will light the candle of LOVE. That 
morning we will dive into the Matthew story of the birth 
of Jesus. In that narrative, the prophet tells us, “He shall be 
called Immanuel” which literally means “God with us.” As 
human beings, we know as fact that when a person comes 
simply to “be with us” it is an act of love. God has done 
this.

We embrace the traditions of the church and progressively 
light these candles as symbols of our faith. The flickering 
light of the candle in our sanctuary or home in the Advent 
wreath brings hope, peace, joy and love to our hearts. 
For now, we let the large center candle stand unlit – and 
– anticipate that moment on Christmas Eve when it shall 
be lit to celebrate God’s crossing of “the Line” of human 
history in Jesus.

  Pastor Mike

*Some churches light a pink candle on the third Sunday 
of Advent know as Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete Sunday is 
the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived 
at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now 
half over, and they are close to Christmas. 
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CONTACT US:

A great many in the Christian world set 
this time aside as the season of “Advent”, 
a word that literally means “coming.” 
For clarity, the season of Advent is an 
invention of the Church. Many years 
ago, the church fathers determined it 
appropriate to spend a season of four 
Sundays in preparation for the coming 

of Christ. Because we celebrate the coming of the King, 
paraments and candles are purple*, the color of royalty 
throughout this season.

Be warned, don’t go looking in the Bible for the candles 
or words we use to accompany them, they aren’t to be 
found there. In our research for the season, we found six 
words (not four) traditionally used to indicate a theme 
for a Sunday (Hope, Way, Love, Joy, Peace, Faith). You 
also won’t need to go deep in history to find the meaning 
of the Advent wreath (or Advent Crown). It is a “young 
tradition” coming into being in Germany during the 16th 
century and prominence in America in the 19th. 

The validation of the season of Advent then is not in the 
paraments or candles but in what they represent, our 
willingness to spiritually prepare. Our Growth Group 
curriculum writers put it this way: For much of the world 
there is a dividing line in history; a line that separates the 
time before and after the Advent of Christ. In the time 
before, the people of God waited with hope and joyful 
anticipation for the coming of the promised Messiah. In 
the time after, Christians have faithfully waited with hope 
and joyful anticipation for the triumphant return of Christ 
Jesus. 

So, wholeheartedly we throw ourselves into spiritual 
preparation for the great crossing of “the Line.”

We lit the candle of HOPE and celebrated the truth that 
“faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1) Our hope and 
confidence is that history will reach its ultimate goal, the 



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
December 4:  Emma Grace DeWalt Jensen, daughter of 
Charity and Heath Jensen

DEATHS:
November 28:  Martha Koehn, mother of Kathy 
(Dennis) Goemaat

December Food Pantry Item - Pudding and Gelatin 
Mixes

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Pastoral Care Message - HOPE
Hope abounds this time of year.  Children hope for that special toy 

or game system that’s on their list, parents hope they 
can get all the shopping and preparations done before 
Christmas, and many hope for good traveling weather 
during the holiday week.  The season of Advent is all 

about hope, as we anticipate the joyous hope of the Christ child’s birth 
and beyond that the hope of his return.  Our Sunday morning closing 
hymn this Advent, “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”, calls us to this 
hope:
Come, Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

One Christmas season, hope took on a different meaning for me.  I 
was in the last trimester of carrying our twin daughters.  Early in 
December I had been put on medical leave, not total bed rest, but 
staying off my feet as much as possible.  It was a relief at that point 
because each day it was getting more difficult to get around.  Josh, who 
was 4 at the time, had to get to and from preschool each day, but we 
managed that with help from friends.  When Christmas rolled around, 
Ralph took Josh and me to my parents’ home in Forest City, while he 
came back to work his shifts as a paramedic in Cedar Rapids.  There 
was some significant snowfall while we were there, so I clearly wasn’t 
going anywhere.

One evening I started to have what felt like contractions, but were 
most likely Braxton-Hicks, not full-on labor pains.  I laid awake the 
entire night hoping and praying that I wouldn’t go into early labor, that 
my baby girls wouldn’t be delivered by doctors 
who were unfamiliar with our case, and that 
nothing would happen while Ralph was at home 
and I was hours away with my folks and Josh.  
That was a long night!  The whole time I knew 
we were safe, that we were in my parents’ care and safe in the hands of 
God, but I was pretty relieved when morning came and I hadn’t gone 
into labor.  The hope that I had placed in God’s provision for me and 
my unborn girls was fulfilled and they were safely delivered very near 
their due date.

God calls us to a hope in him that is not circumstantial, but eternal, a 
hope that will never fail and promises a relationship with him that is 
far better than anything this earth has to offer.  Jesus, the Christ child, 
whose birth we prepare and wait for during Advent, is the Hope that 
we must claim.  Only through Jesus are we able to stand in God’s holy 
presence, and only because of his great sacrifice on our behalf have our 
sins been forgiven and eternity ours.  Hope springs eternal through 
our Savior Jesus Christ, whose birth we await this Advent season.

For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on 
the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who 
believe.  1 Timothy 4:10

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Hy Vee Receipts
With all the groceries purchased for the holidays, 
please remember to save your Hy Vee receipts and put 
them into the box in the Mission Depot in the NW 
corner of The Center. For every $200 given in receipts, 
Hy Vee will donate $1.00 to the local schools, both 
Marion and Linn Mar. It’s an easy mission to support, 
and the schools are so appreciative. Thanks.  



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Next Steps for Marion Methodist
The Church Conference voted overwhelmingly to 
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, and 
there is a “method” we must now follow to fully work 
through the process.

First, it is important to bless those who were opposed 
to disaffiliating. There are hurt feelings and broken 
hearts in our number so please reach out to those you 
know who are hurting and bless them with Christian 
compassion. This is not a time to celebrate, as in fact, 
we all are leaving the denomination we have loved for 
many years.

Second, there is organizational work necessary to 
complete the disaffiliation process.

• John Terry and a small committee have been 
deployed to work with our attorneys on the 
various legal matters required (updating articles 
of incorporation, title searches on our properties, 
etc.)

• The Church Council will begin working early in 
2023 through a discernment process regarding 
which Wesleyan/Methodist denomination we 
will affiliate with or whether to affiliate with a 
denomination or association at this time.

• Staff and a small team of lay persons in 2023 will 
address the requirements of the disaffiliation 
agreement regarding intellectual property 
(removing the “flame” from our signage, 
delivering copies of historical records, etc.).

• Staff Parish will navigate any necessary issues 
regarding the continued employment of our 
pastor (insurance, credentialling, etc.).

Third, the Iowa Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, at their annual meeting in June, will vote on 
Marion Methodist’s and dozens of other churches’ 
disaffiliation. If we receive a positive vote by the Annual 
Conference, we will pay our financial obligations and 
officially disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. 

As of 12/5/2022 slightly over 2000 churches in the 
United States have fully disaffiliated (meaning they 
have received affirmative votes from their Annual 
Conferences) from the United Methodist Church. Many 
more will disaffiliate in the Spring and Fall of 2023 
depending on the Annual Conference. 



Special Services
Marion Methodist will worship together as one family at 9:30 AM on Sunday, December 25 and 

Sunday, January 1.  Our volunteers will also be celebrating with their families at this time so there 
will be no Nursery or Pathfinders Children’s Discipleship.
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December 11th, 2022  
God Is David’s Friend 

Psalm 25 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Tell what you like about your best friend. 

Here’s what happens… 
David writes a song praising God. In it, 
he talks about characteristics of God 
that sound a lot like a friend! God is 

trustworthy, gives good advice, loves 
you, forgives you, helps you make right 

choices, and helps when you’re in 
trouble. What an amazing friend! 

 
Bible Point:  

God is our friend. 

“No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). 

 

Through the Week 
• Psalm 25 has five short sections. As a 

family, read one section a day for five days 
this week over dinner or in the car. 

• Talk about what the verses you read show 
you about how God is our friend. 

• Use these sections: 
o Psalm 25:1-3 
o Psalm 25:4-7 
o Psalm 25:8-10 
o Psalm 25:11-15 
o Psalm 25:16-22 
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December 18th, 2022 
Christmas Lesson 

Luke 2:1-7 
 

 

In today’s Bible passage, God gives the 
greatest gift of all time—Jesus. He doesn’t 
come wrapped in wrapping paper, but in 

snuggly cloths and lying in a manger. Mary 
gives birth to Jesus when she and Joseph are 

in Bethlehem for a census. 
 

 

“And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born” (Luke 2:6). 
 

Family Discussion 
• What were your favorite Christmas gifts this year? 

• Why is Jesus an even better gift? 

The Best Gift Ever 
Jesus is the best gift ever! Show that Jesus always 
comes out on top with this fun science experiment. 
Your child may have already done this in class. If 
so, let him or her lead! 

• Get some honey or corn syrup, milk, dish 
soap, and vegetable oil. 

• Make a guess about what will happen when 
you pour all the liquids into a glass. 

• Try it! See what happens. 
• Try it again, pouring the liquids into the cup 

in a different order. See what happens if 
you add other liquids, such as water, maple 
syrup, or rubbing alcohol. 

• What happens if you put in small objects, 
like a bolt, a grain of rice, or a bead?  

• Talk about why the liquids separated and 
why the vegetable oil stayed on top. 

• Talk about why Jesus is on the top of the 
“best gifts” list. 

 

Through the Week 
Thank Jesus for his amazing gift through the week. 

• Set up an extra stocking for Jesus. It could 
be an old sock or a real stocking. 

• Throughout the week, family members can 
write or draw short thank-you notes and put 
them in Jesus’ stocking. 

• On Christmas, open Jesus’ stocking and 
read all the thank-you gifts aloud. 
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