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The calendar shifted from “before” to “after.” In the moment 
a single child was born, the LINE was crossed. Time would 
be forever marked differently now.  In humble surroundings 
the advent of God’s Incarnation in the person Jesus Christ 
transformed the world. Now we were living A.D., anno domini, 
a Latin phrase meaning “In the Year of the Lord.”

Beginning Sunday, November 27th we will immerse ourselves 
in worship and our Growth groups in the “before” portion of 
what we know to be the redemption story. One by one we will 
light the Advent Candles in worship reminding us that even in 
the “before” portion of human history, God was making clear 
how very important we are. 

The call of Advent in the Christian Church is a reminder that 
every human being can decide to live their life in the “before” 
or “after.” God has drawn the line in human history. He does all 
the work of conceiving Jesus as Messiah and, in the joyous coos 
of an infant and the glorious voice of an adult in anguish and 
pain dying on a cross, grants full and complete forgiveness and 
an invitation to eternal life. 

The LINE is drawn for the world community and the 
individual. The call of Advent is to consider that line, step over 
it and live in God’s “after.” 

If you already are, allow this season to be a wonderful time for 
you to revel in it and celebrate the beautiful life God grants us 
through Christmas. 

   Pastor Mike
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CONTACT US:

The calendar in most of the world today has a 
specific starting point. We know people lived 
more than 2022 years ago, and yet, there on 
our calendars is a line of demarcation, a clear 
“before” and “after.” 

Christians have long used the designation 
B.C. in reference to the “pre-calendar” years 

indicating that these are the days before the Incarnation of 
God in Jesus Christ. Though they are the “before” days of 
human history, they are very important days. 

During the “before” days on our calendar, people were not 
without the influence of God or guidance as to who God 
was or what was expected in the human life. Genesis records 
that in the earliest of days, humanity was created in the 
image of God, male and female. So intimate was the relation 
between God and humanity that men and women frequently 
encountered and spent time with God.

However, it did not take long for people to wander from 
God. In the first few chapters of humanity’s “before”, there is 
documentation of brazen disobedience, murder and shortly 
so much wickedness, God determines humanity to be a lost 
cause, except for a few. A few centuries later, the Lord bestows 
the Law to humanity giving instruction on how to live in love 
with Him and other persons. 

With the law well known, memorized by many, people 
continued to choose their own way. So, the Lord sent the 
prophets. One after another they cried out the need for people 
to confess and repent of their sins and come into communion 
with God. They proclaimed that One was coming who could 
save them from their sins. He would be Immanuel and 
intimacy between God and the people would be restored.

The prophets completed their calling and God ceased to 
speak. For four hundred years God’s voice was quiet. 

Then, as prophesied, a virgin became pregnant, signs and 
visions were given to the faithful and the time marked as 
“before” was over!



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
November 20:  Carter James Redmond, son of Morgan 
and Michael Redmond

November Food Pantry Item - Cake Mix

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Pastoral Care Message - Memorizing
I’m not good at memorizing things, never have 
and never will be.  That became evident when I 
started taking piano lessons and was faced with my 
first recital.  That memory is burned into my mind 
like a hot iron.  I’d worked on my piece for a long 
time, which wasn’t complicated since I was in the 
beginning stages of lessons.  But when I found out I’d 
have to play it by memory, instant panic set in.

There was no way I was going to be able to get in 
front of people and play anything, let alone the right notes of the 
song.  I was just sure I’d draw a complete blank and sit there unable 
to do anything, which would have been incredibly embarrassing.  I 
knew I didn’t have to play perfectly but I panicked at the very idea and 
managed to bypass that first recital.  

As my skills grew, my confidence did as well, and I participated in 
other recitals with other teachers, but that first one never got out 
of the gate.  To this day, I find it a challenge to memorize much of 
anything, including Bible verses and scriptures.  I’d love to have more 
verses ready to share at a moment’s notice and I do have a few, or 
parts of verses, but I’m not proficient by any means.

Quite a few years ago, though, an idea was presented in a Bible study 
that’s become the next best thing for me.  It was 
suggested that we create our own collection of 
Bibles verses that were especially meaningful 
to us, in hopes of memorizing them, or at least 
becoming more familiar.  I bought a little binder 
of index cards on rings and have been adding to it 
ever since.

When I’m reading the Bible and a particular verse pops out or 
especially touches my heart in those moments, I’ll write it on one 
of the index cards.  I’ve referred back to these verses time and time 
again, when I’m looking for something to share with someone, when 
I’m needing encouragement or reassurance, or just to thumb through 
them and read the verses once again.  I may not remember the exact 
reason that I included that passage of scripture, but I recognize the 
power of the Holy Spirit each time as those words come to life in my 
heart.

God’s word is powerful, and we’re so fortunate to have access to it in 
so many ways.  God speaks to us through his Word, and knowing 
what’s there can guide us, give us comfort and bring peace to our 
hearts in all moments of life.  His word is “alive and active” (Hebrews 
4:12), and is a “lamp unto our feet” (Psalm 119:105), illuminating the 
path that God’s chosen for our lives.

When we know God’s word, his letter of love he’s written for us, we 
have a strong foundation upon which to live our lives and become 
better disciples for him.  Psalm 25:4-5 says:
Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
    teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
    for you are the God of my salvation;
    for you I wait all the day long.

God’s Word is ready and waiting to find a place in our hearts, we need 
to just open it up.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Special Services
Marion Methodist will worship together as one family 

at 9:30 AM on Sunday, December 25 and Sunday, 
January 1.  Our volunteers will also be celebrating with 
their families at this time so there will be no Nursery or 

Pathfinders Children’s Discipleship.



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

Church Conference Decision
Marion Methodist, at the Church Conference on 
Sunday November 20th, voted on a motion to 
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church. This 
measure needed a 2/3 majority of yes votes to prevail. 
The result of the vote is:

388 Yes 86.6 %
60 No 13.4%

 
The motion passed and the church will officially 
disaffiliate after the Iowa Annual Conference votes on 
our release this June. In January, the church will begin 
the process of investigation and discernment regarding 
affiliation with another Wesleyan denomination. 

Thank You
We are overwhelmed with the amazing turnout for the 
Church Conference on November 20th, 2022. Thank 
you for your attendance and patience during a very 
important and high traffic event. We apologize for any 
inconvenience caused by computer difficulties and 
program merging mishaps. During investigation, it was 
found that nearly all members who were directed to the 
“membership check” table had one common piece of 
information missing from their Church Center profile: 
their birthdate. Due to the age parameters applied, the 
missing birthdates led to 80 members being excluded 
from our registration list. 

Now and always, I want to vocalize that we value and 
appreciate each and every one of you. Thank you again 
for your patience and prayers throughout this process.  
Blessings,
Dionna Jensen
Director of Hospitality and Membership
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December 4th, 2022  
God Surrounds Elisha With Angels 

2 Kings 6:8-23 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Share about a place you’re going this week and why it matters that God will be there, too. 

Here’s what happens… 
God gives Elisha the battle plans for 

Israel’s enemies, the Arameans. Finally, 
the king of Aram is fed up with losing 
and sends an army to surround Elisha 

and his servant. But Elisha sees a more 
powerful army of God’s angels, not 
visible to most. God opens Elisha’s 

servant’s eyes to see the angel army. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is always with us. 

“No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). 

 

Through the Week 
• Introduce your kids to an age-old memory 

trick: tying a string around your finger. 
• Pick a day this week when everyone in your 

family will wear a string tied around a finger 
all day. 

• Whenever family members look at their 
strings, they can be reminded that God is 
with them. 

• If anyone asks about your strings, you can 
explain what they mean! 
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November 27th, 2022  

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal 
1 Kings 18:1-39 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Describe God like he’s a superhero. 

Here’s what happens… 
Elijah challenges the prophets of the idol 

Baal to a duel. Each will build an altar 
and ask their god to light the sacrifice on 
fire. The prophets of Baal dance and cry 
out, but their idol doesn’t respond. Elijah 
douses his altar with water and still God 
shows his mighty power by licking up the 

water with flames. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is all-powerful. 

“No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able 
to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Turn off all the lights in the house, and sit 

together in the darkness at night. Talk about 
things that make you feel powerless. 

• Then run around turning on all the lights—
maybe even some loud music, too—and 
pray loudly for God to show you his power 
when you feel powerless. 
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