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Through my years of ministry, the ideal of serving ranks high 
in my heart. For the Pastor, this ranges from pastoral calling 
on the ill, infirmed, dying and brokenhearted to directing 
and mobilizing themselves and the congregation they lead, 
to serving the community in which they are planted and the 
greater world. From the seat of the Lead Pastor, during my 
years at Marion Methodist it has been my relentless pursuit 
to serve Marion and the nearby communities in ways that 
truly helped people towards better earthly and spiritual lives. 
Further, I have directed and deployed specific staff members to 
shape portions of their ministries around the same.

By way of example, we have raised funds and sent adult teams 
to the UMCOR depot, the Midwest Distribution Center, 
Gulfport, MS, Mozambique, Haiti (and a bevy of youth mission 
trips) to serve persons in specific areas of the world. Much time 
and effort went into launching Marion Cares, doing a complete 
home rehabilitation, launching the Feeding Lunches to Youth 
program, dedicating our buildings, staff and volunteerism 
to rebuilding the Time Check Neighborhood after Cedar 
Rapids flooded. We cut trees and skirted mobile homes after a 
derecho, collected thousands of Christmas gifts and a hundred 
school backpacks every year for distribution. The above is not 
comprehensive and it does not even scratch the surface of the 
many ways you serve the Lord individually by serving friends, 
relatives, neighbors, friends and the organizations whose 
mission you desire to assist.

In the Movie “Remember the Titans”, there is a line, that I take 
seriously as true. The captains of a high school football team in 
significant tension argue with some ferocity and the clinching 
line is when one captain says, regarding the division on the 
team and their job as captains: “Attitude reflects Leadership.”  I 
will never be able to go on every trip, bag every sack lunch and 
I sincerely pray the leadership of the church is articulating our 
gospel ministry of serving others so that everyone senses that 
my attitude is serve God first, then others and finally self. 

   Pastor Mike

Why We do the Things We do
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CONTACT US:

This series began: “I was ordained in the 
United Methodist Church in the old Veterans 
auditorium in Des Moines in 1983. For the 
ordinand, the heart of the ordination service 
comes when the bishop places their hands 
on the candidate’s head, and s/he is charged 
to a ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order and 

Service.” This is very important, and without a shadow of a 
doubt, I submit that to you as the “why” for the things I do as 
a pastor.

The word “service” when applied to the United Methodist 
Pastor at their ordination is the same as it is to all Christians. 
The Christian is required to be a humble servant of God 
putting the Lord first, others next and the needs of self, third. 

Bob Dylan has always been a bit too much of a ballad guy for 
me, but he did write a Grammy winning song that resonates 
in the authentic Christian heart. “Gotta Serve Somebody” was 
written after Dylan became a born again Christian and it is 
about finding meaning in life through serving God. The lyrics: 
 You’re gonna serve somebody
 Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
 But you’re gonna have to serve somebody. 

John Lennon famously claimed the song was embarrassing 
and in response wrote “Serve Yourself” which criticized Dylan’s 
preaching and instead inserted:
 You gotta serve yourself
 Ain’t nobody gonna do it for you 

Anyone reading this article will understand the contrast and 
easily set aside the message of the ex-Beatle’s ditty. We know 
that Christianity is about serving, about giving, about aiming 
our intentions at the many in our world that need to be 
served.

The ordained pastor is sent with the charge to preach the 
Word of God in every situation, to administer the Sacraments 
of Baptism and Communion to those seeking them and 
hold fast the integrity of the Order of the church. S/he is also 
charged to serve those who desperately need the love of God 
in tangible ways.



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS: 
October 30:  Beckett Burke Atwater, son of McCall and 
Jordan Atwater

DEATHS:
October 11:  Diane Sweeney

October 24:  Leon Kyarsgaard, brother of Eloise (Darrel) 
Larson

October Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue
November Food Pantry Item - Cake Mix

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Pastoral Care Message – Appearances
We just got this year’s school pictures for our 5 oldest grandkids this 
past week, and of course they’re wonderful.  They’re already hanging 
in their place of honor in the living room and look wonderful.  Picture 
day was not my favorite day at all when I was in school.  How many of 
your old school pictures still exist, have been destroyed, 
or are hidden away?   My pictures are a yearly record 
of bad hairdos, not so attractive glasses, and clothing 
that was anything but fashionable.  The pictures that 
I consider cute and will actually show people stop at 
about kindergarten.

My girls grumble constantly when they look through old pictures, and 
complain about their hair – why did I let them look like that?  Why 

did I let them dress the way they did?  You’ve probably 
heard it too.  Personally, I think all their pictures are 
adorable and I’m sure my mom felt the same way about 
my pictures, even the not-so-great junior high ones 
that are buried somewhere.  And truth be told, if I 
remember correctly, my girls’ hair and clothing choices 

were greatly influenced by their likes and dislikes as well.

Even though we place quite a bit of importance on our appearance, 
that’s not what God is seeking.  In 1 Samuel, God has chosen a king 
to follow King Saul, who has gone off the rails as the Hebrews’ first 
earthly king and is no longer following God’s plans.  God tells Samuel 
to find a man named Jesse who has many sons, and there God will 
show him which of Jesse’s sons God has chosen to be anointed the 
next king.  When the sons are lined up before Samuel his assumption 
is that the son with the best looks and stature must surely be the next 
king, however God informs him otherwise:
 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees 
not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looks on the heart.”  1 Samuel 16:7

God cares very little about our appearance and if you remember, there 
are no physical descriptions of Jesus in all the Gospels.  Not once is 
it mentioned how tall he was, whether or not he was handsome or 
anything about how he looked.  The only thing that is important to 
know is he’s the Lord of Lords, King of Kings and the most holy Son of 
God.  When it comes to his people, God cares most about our hearts, 
how much we love him, how we respond to his great love in caring 
for others and sharing the gospel with them, and how we strive to be 
obedient to the plans he has for us.

These words from 1st Peter were addressed to the women of his time, 
encouraging them to think less of their outward appearance and more 
about their inner beauty, but they speak well to us today also:
3Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the 
putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4but let your 
adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty 
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious. 1 Peter 
3:3-4

God Bless,
Vicki

Plan for the holidays!
Christmas Eve 

services of carols and candlelight will be at 
2:00, 4:00, and 6:00PM

Christmas Eve Communion
2:45 to 6:00PM

Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25 
one service of carols and a message at 

9:30AM

Sunday, New Year’s Day, January 1, 2023 
one service with a message and music at 

9:30AM.



Marion Senior Living Community 
2022 Fundraiser

Zio Johno’s $5 Gift Certificates
All Locations & No Expiration

To purchase contact:
Kay Stanford at kestanford@yahoo.com
Ken Stanford at kdsforever@msn.com or  
319-389-0053

Thanks in advance for helping Marion Senior Living 
provide affordable housing to seniors with low to 

moderate incomes. 

Welcome New Members
October 23, 2022

Front Row (L to R):
Bonnie Meggers, Sue Kosek, Rachel McCrate, Ann Paulsen, Wanda 
Balster, Kay Woodhouse, Corinne Nebraska, Pat Beatty

Back Row (L to R): 
Gonzo Santillan, Annalise Santillan, Deb Novak, Ernie Kosek, 
Chris McCrate, Jared Edwards, Kevin Paulsen, Joel D’Camp, Sarah 
D’Camp, Pastor Mike Morgan, John Woodhouse, Deanne LeVan, 
Randy Cole, Garth Beatty

Thank You
Marion Methodist,
I want to thank everyone who sent cards, flowers, 
meals, encouragement and prayers as I battled cancer 
these last few months. By the grace of God and the 
help of your prayers, I am still here.  It’s been a real 
struggle.

Special thanks to Vicki and Pastor Mike.

Sincerely, 
Sharon Knapp

172nd Church Anniversary
First United Methodist Church Central City

You are warmly invited to join us as we celebrate our 
church anniversary with Worship, Praise, Live music, 

food, and lots of fun activities.

November 6, 2022 at 10:00 AM
216 Commercial Street, Central City

Marion Methodist Garden
This year Marion Methodist partnered with a Cedar Rapids non-

profit called Feed Iowa First. Their goal is to; 
“unite in a relationship-based service to help 
our neighbors combat food insecurity by 
growing food and farmers.” We started with 
a 40’x40’ plot and grew as instructed by FIF, 
red potatoes, yellow 
and delicata squash and 
popping corn. They 

supplied us with the seeds, organic fertilizer 
and tilling. With a great group of volunteers 
we harvested 679 pounds of produce. After we 
harvested the vegetables they were taken to a 
cleaning and sorting building where Feed Iowa First volunteers then 

take them to local food pantries to be passed out 
to those in need. We were one of over 30 churches 
along with businesses that supplied fresh produce in 
Linn county.

Read more about Feed Iowa First on their website 
feediowa1st.com 



DISAFFILIATION CONNECTION
What is a member “in good 

standing?”
Marion Methodist is a church that believes its 
members should live the “marks of a disciple.” This 
means we desire a member to be in “good standing” 
one who offers their prayers, presence, witness, 
gifts, and service to the church as stated in their 
membership vows.

The policy of the United Methodist Church requires 
nothing of its membership except to not withdraw 
or transfer. Thus, if a person has officially joined or 
been confirmed in the church and not withdrawn or 
transferred, they are a member of Marion Methodist.

If we Disaffiliate, are we automatically a 
Global Methodist Church?

No. The process of disaffiliating is a matter between Marion 
Methodist and the Iowa Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. 

When a church disaffiliates, they are independent of any 
denomination. That said, the leadership of the church 
believes it in the best interest of the church to have a period 
of discernment during which other Wesleyan and Methodist 
denominations are studied to find the best fit missionally 
and organizationally for Marion Methodist. Pastor Morgan 
has suggested the annual Church Council retreat in late 
January or early February as the logical time for this work. 
The Church Council at the conclusion of their discernment, 
would propose a denomination or to continue independent 
at a congregational meeting. 

Importantly, if the disaffiliation measure passes on 
November 20th, we remain a United Methodist Church until 
June 30, 2023. 

For more information and to sign up for a Prayer Time or Small Group Discussion please 
visit www.MarionMethodist.org/Disaffiliation-Connection
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October 30, 2022   
God Tells Job About His Creation 

Job 38–39; Psalm 8 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one thing God created that really impresses you? Why? 

Here’s what happens… 
In response to Job’s questions about 

his suffering, God speaks. He declares 
the wonder of his creation, showing 

that he’s in control because he made 
everything just as he planned. In 

Psalm 8, David marvels at what God 
has made, pointing out that God put 

humans in charge of his creation. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is the Creator. 

“O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth!  
Your glory is higher than the heavens” (Psalm 8:1). 

Family Together Time 
• As a family, go on a nature walk. Find a 

park or other natural area where you can 
look around. 

• Too cold or rainy? Go outside and quickly 
gather a few natural items you can bring 
inside—a leaf, a stick, a rock, and a blade 
of grass, for example. You may even have 
God-made items inside already such as 
houseplants, fruit, pets…or each other! 

• As you look around outside or examine the 
natural items you brought in, look for 
evidence of God. Share what you discover! 
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November 6th, 2022  
God Promises and Gives 

a Son to Abraham 
Genesis 15:1-7; 21:1-7 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Describe a person you’d consider faithful. 

Here’s what happens… 
God promises to give Abraham 

descendants as numerous as the stars 
in the sky. Years go by, and Abraham 
and his wife, Sarah, are very old, but 
finally God keeps his promise. Sarah 
gives birth to a baby, and Abraham 

names him Isaac. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is faithful. 

“Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth!  
Your glory is higher than the heavens” (Psalm 8:1). 

Family Together Time 
• As a family, make a list of five things you 

can count on happening or things that don’t 
change. Here are some examples to get 
you started: 2+2=4, the sun will rise and set 
each day, seasons change, the dog barks 
when the doorbell rings. 

• Now list five things you can count on God to 
do, such as love and forgive you. Thank 
God for those promises, and ask him to 
help you trust in his faithfulness. 
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