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In 2003 when Stan Wierson, originator and director of Summer 
Games camps retired, the Iowa Conference Director of 
Camping ministries summarily ended our relationship with the 
five camps in the Iowa Conference because of Summer Games 
relentless teaching and demonstrative presentation of the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on our behalf. Though the cross stands 
as the crux of human history and prominently in almost every 
United Methodist sanctuary, explaining and showing what it 
meant, a teaching that has brought many to receive Jesus Christ 
was deemed inappropriate. 
As this millennia unfolded and the civic acceptance of broader 
understanding of human sexuality and marriage increased, 
many Bishops came to believe that though a four-continent 
denomination, the church should change our doctrine and 
discipline to match American culture. They advocated with 
great effort and considerable financial expense which had 
its apex at the General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in 2019 where the church would decide all matters 
regarding holy sexuality. Votes were taken, chaos and protests 
ensued when the historic understanding of these matters as 
found in Scripture and the Book of Discipline were affirmed. 
Delegates needed to be escorted by the St. Louis police to safety 
from the protestors. 
Immediately Annual Conferences (including Iowa) and Bishops 
(including Iowa’s) stated that no longer would the doctrine 
and discipline of the church be held on these matters. Some 
of us agree and some of us disagree with the outcome of the 
General Conference decisions, and what I see untenable is an 
organization that holds its doctrine and discipline in some 
areas but not the others. I see as untenable an organization 
that has three branches of authority that provide checks and 
balances for the others being overridden by leaders who are 
deployed to keep the discipline and doctrine of the church and 
are publicly inviting disobedience and in practice not enforcing 
it. 
My ordination to keep the “Order” of the church has been 
deeply challenged by all of this and for a dozen years my role 
has been to call our leadership back to our historic positions of 
faithfulness to Church Doctrine and Discipline. The drift has 
been incredible, and it has led to such dramatic membership 
losses across Iowa I advocate a new era for Marion Methodist. 
Thus, I believe the best hope to keep the “Order” of the 
church, Marion Methodist must take the very dramatic step of 
disaffiliating from the United Methodist Church at a Church 
Conference on November 20th. Every member in good 
standing of the church should do all they can to be informed 
regarding what is involved in disaffiliating from our five-decade 
relationship with the United Methodist church.  
  Pastor Mike

Why We do the Things We do

Vicki Standley
Minister of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

This series began: “I was ordained in the 
United Methodist Church in the old Veterans 
auditorium in Des Moines in 1983. For the 
ordinand, the heart of the ordination service 
comes when the bishop places their hands on 
the candidate’s head, and s/he is charged to a 
ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order and Service. 
This is very important, and without a shadow of 

a doubt, I submit that to you as the “why” for the things I do 
as a pastor.” 
The moment of ordination was potent for me, theologically 
my interpretation was that day the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
came over me and nearly blew the bottom of my wing tips 
off. Years of preparation included growing up in a Christian 
family, UMYF, seminary instruction, Board of Ministry papers 
and a strenuous (understating the reality) ordination interview 
in the old Hawthorne Hill building in downtown Des Moines. 
Now passionate for ministry, I returned for my second year of 
ministry at St. Paul’s UMC in Colorado Springs. 
There were a handful of cards affirming my ordination and 
several gifts on my desk when I returned from Iowa. The most 
interesting was from my senior Pastor (and most important 
career mentor) Gene Yelken, a pair of work gloves, the Book 
of Discipline of the United Methodist Church and a note that 
simply said, “this is the Order of the Church, it will take hard 
work for the next 40+ years of your life keeping it.” 
What did that even mean? Throughout the whole process of 
ordination, though always there, the ideal of “order” was never 
really fleshed out. Yet, keeping it is paramount to the work of 
an Elder in the church, and is in many ways “why we do the 
things we do.” 
For many years, the first half of the Book of Discipline were 
the pages this pastor would flip past when seeking to find 
answer to organizational issues; how to form a building 
committee, does a person need to be a member to serve on 
the Board of Trustees, how often does a parsonage need to 
be inspected, etc. These issues and most things necessary to 
keep the church running in an orderly manner were where 
my “work gloves” in keeping the “Order” of the church were 
mostly being used. 
In 1989 our “new” United Methodist Hymnal was printed 
and as one on the committee commented “we have done all 
we could do to remove gender specific images, militaristic 
language and make it bloodless.” At the time, I thought, 
OK, but as I reflected later, without the atonement by Jesus’ 
blood, without a Trinity that has a personality of God known 
as Father, and without being called by the Spirit to mobilize 
under the banner of Christ who are we? 



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS: 
October 5:  Killian Matthew Millam, son of Clarissa 
(Clinton) and Matt Millam.  Grandparents are Craig 
and Vickie Clinton.

DEATHS:
September 30:  Ed Wise, husband of Edie Wise

October Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Marion Senior Living Community 
2022 Fundraiser

Zio Johno’s $5 Gift Certificates
All Locations & No Expiration

To purchase contact:
Kay Stanford at kestanford@yahoo.com
Ken Stanford at kdsforever@msn.com or  
319-389-0053

Thanks in advance for helping Marion Senior Living 
provide affordable housing to seniors with low to 

moderate incomes. 

Pastoral Care Message - Loneliness
So do not fear, for I am with you;
    do not be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you;
    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Isaiah 41:10

We’ve all had times when we feel utterly alone, sometimes even in 
a crowd of people.  It may have happened when 
we changed schools and had no one to sit with at 
lunch.  Or maybe we attended a conference and 
were told to break up into small groups and were left 
without a partner.  It took years to get to the place 

where I could navigate situations like this which didn’t mean I was 
comfortable, but I could make them work.

Loneliness can be temporal or it can be a long term condition where 
there is very little outside contact or interaction with other people.  
Sometimes it’s brought on in times of grief when we don’t have the 
energy to be with people, or it may happen because of illness or injury 
and we’re just not well enough to have others around.  Certainly, many 
of us know the deep loneliness which all too many experienced during 
the worst of the pandemic and shutdowns.

Without a doubt one of my loneliest moments occurred when Josh 
was born and we were told he likely had Down syndrome.  As our first 
child there were lots of hopes and dreams wrapped up in his birth, and 
with the words “Down syndrome”, those hopes all came crashing to 
the ground.  After Ralph went home that night and I lay in my hospital 
bed in the dark, my head was swirling with what this might mean 
for us and for Joshua and how different our world would be from the 
plans we had made.  Everything I thought I knew about becoming a 
mom was dashed away, and all I could think about was how terrifying 
it was going to be to raise a child with a disability, having no idea what 
his future would look like.

Somewhere in that dark night, with no one to 
reassure me or calm my fears, I felt as alone 
as I have ever been.  Nurses were just a buzzer 
away but I didn’t feel as though they had the 
answers that I sought.  I’d like to say I prayed, 
but mostly what I remember saying over and over was something like 
“please God, help me”.  The Holy Spirit knew what I needed most and 
eventually I was calm enough to get some much-needed rest.

Even when we’re feeling that there is no one we can reach out to, no 
one who could understand our pain, Jesus is always there.  He will not 
leave us or forsake us, and only he can understand the depth of our 
loneliness and give us the comfort and peace that we are so desperately 
seeking.  Only he can give us the courage to reach out to others and 
ask for their help to ease the feelings of loneliness that fill our hearts.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, 
so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Blessings to you,
Vicki



Disaffiliation Information
November 20th at 5 PM, members of Marion 
Methodist will be voting on a whether to disaffiliate 
from the United Methodist Church. Please take the 
initiative and become informed regarding what is at 
stake with your vote.

The following opportunities will be made available to you.
1. Prayers for the Church. This effort is just a series of 

meetings and information with significant effort given 
to prayer for God’s anointing over and will being done 
through this church. A program for thoughtful prayer 
will be shared with the congregation on Sunday, October 
16th.

2. Small group discussions will be held for the purpose of 
sharing answers to the 9 primary questions congregation 
members have submitted (See questions below) and 
further questions from the people in attendance. The 
small groups can be your Growth Group, Circle, Bible 
study or you will be given an opportunity to sign up at a 
time that fits your schedule for small group discussion. 
PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND. Sign up 
will begin October 13th. 

3. There will be a Table in the Center for questions and 
general information beginning Sunday, October 23rd.

4. A video presentation will be posted on the website and to 
play at small groups/Bible studies by October 16th .

Members have submitted many questions and for ease of 
communication we have synthesized them into the following  
9 though several have sub questions that will also be 
addressed.

1. Why does the Church Council think that we should vote 
toward disaffiliation? 

2. Why do we think we should disaffiliate? 
3. What is a Methodist? How do we stay Methodist by 

disaffiliation? What is going to change if we disaffiliate? 
Or stay Methodist? 

4. Is this all about sex? 
5. Are we going to lose the church buildings? Will we lose 

the money we have in our foundation, escrow, etc? Can 
we sustain financially if we disaffiliate?

6. Why do we have to leave and why do we have to pay to 
leave?  

7. How does this impact the current pastor and how we hire 
new pastors?  

8. Do we have to be (physically) present to vote? 
9. Why consider becoming part of the Global Methodist 

Church? 

Celebration of Life
Edie Wise and her family invite you to join them 
for a Celebration of Life on Monday October 24, 
2022 for Ed Wise.  The open house will be held 
from 1-3pm in the Marion Methodist Center 
at 5050 REC Drive.  Please join the family as 
they celebrate Ed’s life following his passing on 
September 30.

Thank You
On Saturday, October 1st, the “Pay It Forward” student 
organization from Iowa State University traveled to the 
Cedar Rapids area and volunteered with Matthew 25. 
During their weekend of mission, Marion Methodist 
opened our doors and provided them a shelter to sleep, 
come together in fellowship, and make meals to refuel. 
After the organization’s use of our church facilities, they 
sent us a kind note that we wanted to share with all of 
you. 

“Dear Dionna,

On behalf of everyone in Pay It Forward, I’d like to 
thank you for allowing us to stay at your church this 
last weekend. If not for yours and Marion Methodist’s 
hospitality, our trip to Cedar Rapids would not have 
been possible. I hope we left the church just as clean as 
it was when we got there, and we are forever grateful for 
your hospitality! 

Signed, 
Desiree Pletz”

Marion Methodist is thankful for these young adults, 
their mission work within our community, and their 
desire to follow God’s calling of helping others.



Sweet Buy & Buy Needs You!
Bakers Wanted to fill Harvest Market Bakery shop with 
delicious baked goods on October 22!!

What to donate?
Plates of six cookies, small loaves of bread, 6-inch to large-
sized fruit pies, caramel popcorn in sandwich bag, peanut 
brittle, cupcakes, cakes, specialty cakes, breads, cinnamon 
rolls, individual treats, specialty items (like kolaches), and 
kid’s treats. Whatever your heart desires!

When to donate?
You may drop off donations on Friday, October 21 from 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., or from 8:00-8:45 a.m. on October 
22 market day! Please sign in your donations when you 
arrive and provide a phone number if you wish to take 
your donations home if they do not sell on Saturday.

Special Requests:
Please package your donations ready to sell. You can price 
your own, or we’ll price according to a general price sheet. 
Clearly label any items that are sugar free, gluten free, 
or nut free. Label your donation so we know what it is 
(example: banana nut bread).

Be sure all baked items are securely wrapped/packaged 
when they arrive!

When appropriate, put all items on a plate and in a zip-
lock bag. Thank you!

Scriptures are the Foundation of Marion Methodist
In mid-September 2017 Pastor Mike Morgan sealed one of 
our Pew Bibles from the downtown facility and a copy of 
our church history (in worship he misspoke and said it was a 
hymnal) and they were literally poured into the foundation 
(see photos). A member of the church has come forward and 
asked if they could place a small plaque above the spot so we 
never forget our foundation is the WORD of God. It will only 
be seen on the chancel but as every pastor and church leader 
knows we cannot let bright light dim the real guiding light.
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October 16th, 2022 
The Great Commission  

Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-20; 
 Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:6-11 

 
 
 
 
 

Jesus goes back to heaven as his disciples 
watch. Just before he goes up into the clouds, 
he tells his disciples to go and make disciples 

of all nations and that he’ll always be with 
them. Even though we can’t see Jesus 

anymore, Jesus is always with us. 

 

“I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever!” (Revelation 1:18). 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s hard about telling others about Jesus? How could Jesus help you? 

Through the Week 
Travel with Jesus this week because he’s always 
with you. 

• Fold some half-sheets of paper and staple 
the fold to make passports. Make one for 
each family member.  

• Each person can color and decorate his or 
her passport. 

• At the top of each page, write places you 
may go this week. These might be different 
for each family member. 

• Whenever you go to one of those places, 
draw a cross on that page of your passport 
as a reminder that Jesus went with you. 
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October 23rd, 2022   
Moses and the Burning Bush 

Exodus 3:1–4:17 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Share why you believe God is real. 

Here’s what happens… 
Moses is tending his sheep when he 
sees a strange sight: a bush that’s on 
fire but not burning up. When he goes 
to investigate, he hears God speak to 
him and sees God give clear signs of 
who he is. Moses’ encounter makes it 

clear that God is real. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is real. 

“O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth!  
Your glory is higher than the heavens” (Psalm 8:1). 

Family Together Time 
• Light a birthday candle and sit around it as 

a family. (Make sure only parents handle 
lighters or matches, and address any fire 
safety tips as needed.) 

• Watch as the flame melts the wax and 
consumes the candle. 

• Talk about what flames normally do and 
why the burning bush was so unusual. 

• Share evidence you’ve seen that God is 
real. We like to call those God Sightings! 
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