September 30, 2022

Why We do the Things We do

“You can’t do that online – it must be in
person! That is the only option.”

2020) and celebrates the love of God and our love for
God with a bit of food and fellowship. It was the blessing
we could give at the time but, many of you felt a deep
This was the official word from our United
chasm that could only be filled by the celebration of Holy
Methodist hierarchy as our nation was
Communion.
ordered to widespread physical distancing.
As the weeks continued to mount and the Surely some of you may be thinking, “it’s just bread and
option to fill sanctuaries with human beings continued juice” and elementally you are correct, but spiritually it
to be the wrong thing, a debate arose among United
is something deeper. Communion is a moment when,
Methodist leaders. Spurred by the pastoral desire to
publicly, in the body of Christ, we “come into union
serve the sacrament of Holy Communion an answer was with Christ.” That understanding is why the Wesleyan
needed.
tree of denominations has an open table of communion
that welcomes all who desire to be part of the body of
Knowing only what they could know then, the Council
believers. No one is refused the tangible reminders of the
of Bishops delivered the two sentences above. That to
body and blood of Christ. Being in that body was woefully
share the second of a four-part series.
lacking in the first months of this global onslaught known
as COVID-19.
I was ordained in the United Methodist Church in the
old Veterans auditorium in Des Moines in 1983. For the
Unable to serve it as part of worship to a digital
ordinand, the heart of the ordination service comes when
congregation, we had drive-through communion and
the bishop places their hands on the candidate’s head,
hundreds of you came, indicating that chasm was real in
and s/he is charged to a ministry of Word, Sacrament,
your lives too. Hundreds of churches were experiencing
Order and Service. This is very important, and without a
the same thing, and the bishops seeing the deep longing
shadow of a doubt, I submit that to you as the “why” for
for sacramental ministry allowed you to come “pick
the things I do as a pastor.
up” elements that we used for several months in live
digital worship to connect the sinews to the tissue of our
Administering the sacraments of baptism and holy
communion are central to my pastoral office and I take congregation and the body of Christ. Praise the Lord.
them very seriously. As the pandemic closed around us,
Sunday we will receive Holy Communion, still using
those ordinances of the church we profess, because of
the individual serving elements, but now together in the
their inauguration by Jesus to be more sacred than other
house of worship and offering time when you are welcome
moments, were removed in the name of physical safety
to come and pray at the altar. Every month, I look forward
from our spiritual lifecycle. Certainly it was wise to not
to instituting the elements and embracing them spiritually
have non-family members handling babies and that
with you. So, I am really looking forward to Sunday.
safety measure was extended to handling food (which
includes juice and bread).
			Pastor Mike
Few will remember that after a month we digitally held
a “love feast”, a mainstay of our Wesleyan tradition in
which the community gathers (though digitally in April
Pastor Mike Morgan
Lead Pastor
319-721-8549
mmorgan@marionmethodist.org

PS: Holy Baptism is also a deep blessing whether it be in
our beautiful font or in the horse trough, maybe I can
write of that later, but this page was out of space.

CONTACT US:

Vicki Standley
Minister of Pastoral Care
319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

Marion Senior Living Community
2022 Fundraiser

Zio Johno’s $5 Gift Certificates
All Locations & No Expiration

Pastoral Care Message – God’s Hands

Anyone who loves plants and gardening knows that fall’s that
transition time when you start cleaning up your
gardens and emptying the containers you just
planted a few short months ago. But there’s also the
joy of buying and planting mums and seeing some
of our fall perennials begin to show their colors now
too. This time of year I tend to be less careful about
keeping everything watered and know that the days are numbered for
the petunias, begonias and geraniums that I watered and babied along
all summer.

To purchase contact:
Kay Stanford at kestanford@yahoo.com
Ken Stanford at kdsforever@msn.com or
319-389-0053

We were out in northwest Iowa last week and a lot of harvesting was
going on, primarily due to the drought they’ve
had out that way. But it reminded me that I’ll
be doing the same thing in my yard and flower
beds very soon as well. Every year it seems like
Thanks in advance for helping Marion Senior more and more of a chore to get everything
Living provide affordable housing to seniors cleaned up and put away, and I can only imagine
how others struggle who don’t have anyone to help them. Within our
with low to moderate incomes.
church family and neighborhoods, there are many who struggle to get
things done around their homes that may come easily for us. Older
people, single parents and many others would be grateful to have some
help cleaning up their yards for fall or making things look nice for the
Joys and Concerns
winter.
October Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue
I ran across this quote from Max Lucado years ago:

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget
Text GEN

1.

Prayer Requests

“You have leaves to rake. A steering wheel to grip. A neighbor’s hand
to shake. Simply put, you have things to do.
So does God. Babies need hugs. Children need good-night
tucks. AIDS orphans need homes. Stressed-out executives need hope.
God has work to do. And he uses our hands to do it. What the hand
is to the glove, the Spirit is to the Christian…
God gets into us. At times imperceptibly. Other times,
disruptively. God gets his fingers into our lives, inch by inch
reclaiming the territory that is rightfully his. Your tongue…your
feet…your mind…your eyes, face, and hands. Through them he will
weep, smile, and touch.” (from Come Thirsty, by Max Lucado)
It’s a common expression that we’re God’s hands and feet in this world
to do his work, but the idea that He gets his fingers into our lives sends
chills up my spine. I love the idea that as his creation, he has intimate
knowledge of how we’re living out our faith and honoring him by
reaching out to others in his name. He will always reclaim his creation
and use us to do whatever work he has in mind for us to do.

To submit a prayer concern, request or praise,
please use the Prayer button at the end of the
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others,
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at This fall take a look around our church family and your
neighborhoods to see where God can use you. Invite the Holy Spirit
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.
into your heart to guide you to those folks that could use a helping
hand and allow God to reclaim his territory in your heart. There’s
much work to be done that can show how God is working in your life
TV Broadcast
to share his love with the people around you. You may think that your
Marion Methodist worship services are typically
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 efforts won’t matter much but it’s a huge deal to those who struggle to
do the simplest things. So let God get his fingers into you!
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs God’s blessings to you,
on TV.
Vicki

Diligence in Considering Disaffiliation

Last week, members of the congregation
were made aware that our Church Council
unanimously agreed to pursue disaffiliation from
the United Methodist Church and consideration
affiliating with another Wesleyan denomination.
This will come to a vote at an all member Church
Conference later this fall. Now is the time to
become educated. A comprehensive educational process is
being constructed and will be broadly circulated.
Your questions are very important, and the church has received
several already including:
•

•
•
•

If we vote to remain a United Methodist Church, aren’t
we handing a blank check to the current structure to
do whatever they want to do with the leadership of our
current congregation?
Are there Methodist organizations other than the
Global Methodist Church we could consider?
Can we get this vote taken fast so we can focus on our
mission more fully?
What happens to our facilities? Do we own them?

If you have questions know that 10 persons like you are
wondering about it too, so, please email them to Dionna
Jensen djensen@MarionMethodist.org , send a note to her in
the US mail at 1298 7th Ave. Marion, IA 52302 or drop them in
the Joy Box at church.

4:12 Biweekly Newsletter

We have started specific email news
for parents of young people from our
Student Ministry. Our goal is to keep
you informed on what is happening
in the Youth Ministry of Marion
Methodist as well as to share helpful resources.
This email goes out biweekly on Sundays. If you haven’t got
the first one, please make sure to opt-in to our email list visit
MarionMethodist.org/Youth

Servant Ministries at
Marion Methodist

If you missed the Servant Ministry Fair you
can still explore all the ways you can get
involved at Marion Methodist by visiting
www.MarionMethodist.org/Service for
complete descriptions and how to sign up.

The Cookies Are Coming!!
Sample a Delicious
Homemade
Chocolate Chip,
Oatmeal, or Sugar
Cookie
When: This Sunday, October 2
During Fellowship Time
Where: The Center
What: Pre-order frozen cookie dough in $8.00 tubs.
Pick up on Saturday, October 22, at the
Harvest Market in The Center.
Why: Support the UWF’s Harvest Market.
Your donation will help mission work.
Let us help with your baking for the holidays, birthday parties, tailgating, and guests. Tubs of delicious
cookie dough can remain frozen until you need some
great cookies to bake quickly. Order one, two, or
three tubs! Be prepared!!

October 2nd, 2022
Jesus Appears to Disciples

John 20:19-31; Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43
Jesus’ disciples are hiding in a locked room,
when Jesus appears! Thomas isn’t there, so
he doubts whether they really saw Jesus. He
needs to see Jesus and touch his wounds.
Jesus appears again and Thomas sees and
believes. Jesus helps us believe in him, too.

“I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever!” (Revelation 1:18).

Through the Week

Take fun family pictures that make things look
unbelievable! Try these examples:
• Use “forced perspective” (where one person
is close and one is far away) to make it look
like one family member is a tiny figure
standing in another’s hand.
• Use forced perspective to make it look like
someone is picking up your house or
apartment building between his or her
fingers.
• Use forced perspective to make it look like
one family member is about to step on the
others.
• Take a picture with a toy close to the
camera and a family member far away, so
they look the same size.
• Take a picture where it looks like your
family is holding up the moon.
• Talk about how we can know that Jesus
being alive is no photography trick, because
Jesus helps us believe in him!

•

Talk About This…

What do you believe about Jesus?
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October 9th, 2022
Jesus Talks With Peter
John 13:31-38;
18:15-18, 25-27; 21:15-25

Before Jesus dies, he tells Peter that Peter will
deny knowing him. Then Peter denies Jesus
three times! When Jesus comes back to life,
Jesus asks Peter three times if he loves Jesus.
Jesus gives Peter a second chance to do big
things for him, because Jesus believes in us.

“I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever!” (Revelation 1:18).

Through the Week

Jesus believes in us. Make a “You Can Do It!”
board to believe in each other this week.
• Pick a spot to make your board—it could be
sticky notes on a wall or poster board
people can write on directly.
• Write or draw encouraging notes to each
other that say what you believe in your
family members to do. For example,
“Amanda, I believe in you to do well on your
test today!” or “Jacob, I believe in you to
stand up for Jesus!”
• Surprise your friends and family with
additional encouraging notes hidden in
unexpected places.
• Pray for each other throughout the week,
based on the notes you wrote.

•

Talk About This…

What do you think Jesus believes in you to do?
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