September 2, 2022

Transparency

Transparency is extremely important in the
lives we lead. Regardless of the scenario or
situation, it has been important as the Pastor of
this church to be transparent in conversation
and information sharing in every area of the
church. To that end, it is important to know
that the United Methodist Church is in a time
of distress and opportunity.
The church is in distress because in each of the 54 years of our
denomination’s life we have shown a decrease in membership.
In Iowa, the United Methodist Church has diminished in size
from 303,000 members to just 140,000. Marion Methodist
may be an outlier against that trend, and, we have not grown
at the pace of some newer churches in our area.
The church is in distress because we are in a significant crisis
regarding the authority and interpretation of the Scriptures.
The presenting issue of that distress has been the conversation
around holy sexuality, which has not arisen in a vacuum.
Permit me a minute to share some background. The drift
towards a more liberal interpretation of Scripture began in
academia in the 1920’s influenced deeply by German thinkers
Karl Barth, Emil Brunner, Paul Tillich, and Reinhold Neibuhr.
As pastors became seminary educated those values and
interpretations were embraced in many United Methodist
Churches.

Theological differences regarding the sacraments, the bodily
resurrection of Christ, the miracles performed by Christ and
others were common fare in clergy discussions but raised
little interest in congregational life or discussion save select
Bible study classes. This is likely because, to a degree, these
discussions seemed ethereal and brought little if any visible
changes in the local church. Though a strong case can be made
that United Methodism was becoming more theologically
liberal day by day, the fact that United Methodist practice
and doctrine gives local churches great breadth in theological
nuance, nothing seemed able to bring all United Methodists
into a conversation.
Fueled by the values and mores born in the sexual revolution
of the 1960’s, new thought regarding holy sexuality began
to emerge in the church. While Scriptural teaching had
not changed, few outside of the most conservative United
Methodist circles were talking about “holy sexuality” until
affirming same sex unions and homosexual clergy began to
be proposed and voted every four years beginning in 1972 at
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the General Conference of the United Methodist Church. In
each of the dozen General Conferences that followed, same
sex unions and the ordination of homosexual persons was not
affirmed.
Resistance and disobedience to this doctrine and the response
to that resistance grew to such a point that, in 2020, a “Protocol
of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation” was proposed
that would allow churches in agreement with the current
United Methodist doctrine to disaffiliate from the UMC with
their property and assets. Attorney Kenneth Feinberg (who
administered the September 11th Victim Fund) moderated
the negotiations and leaders of every UM caucus (from most
progressive to most conservative) agreed this was the most
graceful way for the church to move forward towards a more
effective witness for Christ. Sadly, COVID 19 burst in and
General Conference 2020, which guaranteed the passing of the
“Protocol”, has now been thrice postponed. Subsequently, the
progressive Bishops and each of the more progressive caucuses
have removed their support and closed the door on graceful
exits from our floundering denomination.
This leaves Marion Methodist and every UM church in a
period requiring a decision. It also brings some angst. We have
worked for years to have a unified and influential witness to
our community for Christ. I have great distaste for anything
that may bring peril to that unity, and even more I hurt to my
core knowing some of you, God’s (and my) beloved, may be
spiritually or emotionally injured. My true desire is that we love
each other, the Lord and Marion Methodist, and when a vote is
taken, it concludes with no “winners” or “losers”, only a church
that seeks after God’s will in our being and doing.
Over the years, I have persistently stated: “I believe Marion
Methodist is a strong enough church to endure this difficult
time together and come out faithfully on the other side.” I still
believe this and believe it most faithful to adopt a new path for
Marion Methodist. Though advocating a new way, I pledge to
lead a safe, thorough and transparent process of discernment.
To that end, in this issue you will find the report of the group
assigned by our Church Council to inform you regarding
the current situation. Please read it and pray for the Church
Council as they consider a motion to bring to you as a
congregation for discernment. Keep your eyes on the Marion
Methodist and our various communication platforms so your
conversations and prayers are well informed.

			Pastor Mike
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Thank You

Thank you for letting our staff use your beautiful
space! We enjoyed using the Sanctuary, The
Center, and classrooms to hold our meetings.
Your support of local education is greatly
appreciated!
Nathan Wear
Associate Superintendent
Linn-Mar Community Schools

Joys and Concerns
September Food Pantry Item - Soup

Celebration of Marriage

Casey Brown and Thays Dos Santos
were united in marriage on April 22,
2022. Casey is the son of members
Eric and Kim Brown. The couple now
live in Virginia.

Happy 90th Birthday!

Roger Flint celebrated his 90th birthday on August
31st. Wish him a Happy Birthday and send him a
card to:
Roger Flint
2115 1st Avenue SE 1506A
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402

Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise,
please use the Prayer button at the end of the
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of
Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget
Text GEN

TV Broadcast

Marion Methodist worship services are typically
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs
on TV.

Meet the Santillan Family

I always find it funny to see people’s reactions
when I tell them that I grew up in Argentina and
am married to a girl from Iowa, whom I met all the
way in England. But when I think about it twice, it
is unique. I think once you say ‘yes’ to God’s calling
you never know where He’ll take you or what He
will do with your life. It normally ends up being
different from what you had planned but always
much better because His will is perfect. Anyway,
enough preaching. My name is Gonzalo Santillan, but a lot of my
friends call me Gonzo, so feel free to do so as well. As I said before, I
am married to a beautiful country girl from the hills of northeast Iowa
and God has given us 4 beautiful children, two girls Teiah and Livia,
and two baby twin boys which were a surprise from God, Thiago and
Tahiel. I am thrilled to be a new member of the Marion Methodist
Family as the Minister of Discipleship and Missions.
I was blessed to grow up in a strong Christian family that instilled in
me the love of God and the love for the church from a very young age.
At the age of 20, I surrendered my life and my plans to Him fully and
it was a few months after that I felt the calling to move to England and
join Youth With A Mission (YWAM) where I spent 5 years of my life
working with young adults and leading them into missions all over the
world including China, Europe, Africa, and South America. I saw God
move in amazing ways all over. When my wife and I got married, we
moved to the States and felt a call to serve the local church. So I took a
position as the Youth Pastor at a Methodist Church in the Chicagoland
area where I served for the past 6 years. Now the Lord has led us to
Marion and we are thrilled to be part of such a great community of
believers and see what God has in store.
Our family is looking forward to getting to know you all more.
Gonzalo

Pastoral Care Corner - New

Calling Everyone to an Hour of Prayer

Happy New Year! And no, I’m not off my rocker. To me, the
transition from summer to fall is almost like a
little New Year’s. Summer virtually comes to an
end with the beginning of the school year as we
turn the corner towards fall. Fall is the beginning
of new activities, pumpkin spice everything like coffee, ice cream
treats, and candles, and before long we’ll set aside our summertime
wardrobe for longer sleeves and sweatshirts.

Please come and be part of a powerful hour of prayer
at 6:30 pm on Sunday, September 11. Our wonderful
facilities at 5050 REC Drive have been consecrated
by our Bishop and there have been many fantastic
services and activities in the 4+ years that we have
been worshipping here. Prayer is one of our marks
of a disciple, so let’s put it into action as we cover the
building from top to bottom in prayer.

Changes happen between each of the seasons, but for whatever
reason the break between summer and fall seems more of a
noticeable shift. Maybe it’s partly because of Labor Day, when
everyone takes that last camping trip, the pools are closed for the
season, and we stop wearing white. Maybe not so much that last one
anymore, but things definitely start to feel different and new once we
turn the calendar to September and get past the Labor Day weekend.

On Sunday evening September 11th, we will begin in
the Sanctuary, armed with anointing oil, and pray over
every chair and surface in that space. From there we
will break up into groups and anoint classrooms, The
Center, outdoor spaces, everywhere we can walk to
bathe our church and facilities in prayer.

Throughout scripture we’re admonished to watch for the new things
that God is doing in our lives, from becoming a new creation in
Christ, to embracing our belief that one day Jesus will return and
God’s dwelling place in the midst of his people, the new Jerusalem,
will come to pass. In Ephesians 4 it says, “[when you heard about
Christ] 22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put
off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be
made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put on the new self,
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
This “little New Year” that happens as we leave summer and turn
toward fall is a great time to re-visit those things that
you had hoped to start in January. If you haven’t
gotten into a routine reading your Bible or digging
into a devotional, now’s the time. If you’ve been
wanting to take a class or attend a Bible study, fall will bring all kinds
of new offerings on both Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.
If you’ve thought about helping out with children’s Sunday school
or in the nursery, or maybe joining the adult choir or bell choir,
this is a perfect time to check out those possibilities as well. And if
you’re not sure what opportunities are out there, the information
from the ministry fair earlier this month can be found in the Center
on Sunday mornings, or you can go to www.marionmethodist.org/
service and inquire about ministry options there.
Wherever your passion lies, fall is a good time to get back into a
groove, to start working on a new habit of being in God’s Word
more often or finding a service ministry that is perfect for you.
Beginning something new is always a refreshing change, and when
it’s something that draws us closer to Jesus, coming to know and trust
him more, those new things will become embedded with eternal
promise and everlasting benefit for you and for generations to come.
Join me and many others this fall as we celebrate the new
opportunities of fall. Maybe we’ll see each other in Bible study or as
we serve alongside each other in ministry, sharing the love of Christ
with all of God’s people. I look forward to seeing how you ring in the
“new year”.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

This will be a great opportunity for everyone: children,
youth and adults of all ages. Come as a family, small
group, bring your friends, and let’s pray over every inch
of this fantastic space that God as entrusted to us!
See you at 6:30 on the 11th!!

Thank you all for attending our
Pathfinders Kick Off on August 28th!
We had such a wonderful turn out.
Also, thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time to make that
day such a huge success!

Join us for Adult Bible Study starting week of September 11
Old Testament History

Sunday Mornings 9:20-10:10 AM in Room
W30 led by Virginia Jensen
Starting September 11th
Please join us this fall as we begin a new cycle of
the Old Testament Books of the Bible.

Too Busy Not to Pray

Sunday Mornings 9:20-10:10 AM in Room
W10 led by Mike Richmond
Starting September 11th
The urgent need for prayer in today’s broken
world is clear, but busyness still keeps many of
us from finding time to pray. You are invited to
ignite your prayer life with this study.

Financial Peace University

Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:30 PM in Room
W20 led by Corey Miles
Starting September 14th

It’s time to stop worrying about money! In
Financial Peace University, you’ll learn the proven plan to
help you keep a budget, beat debt, and build wealth! Marion
Methodist Church is offering a discounted membership of $75
when you register through our website.

James – A Faith That’s Real –

Precept Upon Precept Inductive Study

Wednesday Evenings 6:30-7:30 PM in Room
W10 led by Linda Peyton
Starting September 14th
Learn God’s principles for dealing with trials,
temptations, the tongue, and the pull of the
world. Please join us for this inductive Bible
study.

Experiencing God

Wednesday evenings 6:30-7:30 PM in Room W40
led by Sherry Alexander Starting September 14th
Over the years, God has used the truths of
Experiencing God to awaken believers to a
radically God-centered way of life. This new
edition is revised, updated, and ready to help you
again—or for the very first time—experience your Creator.

Disciple Fast Track: New Testament
Sunday Mornings 9:20-10:10 AM in Room
W20 led by Gene Gerber
Starting September 11th

Join us for Disciple Bible study as we walk
through the New Testament. Participants
read a manageable 3-5 chapters of the Bible
daily in preparation for the weekly meetings.

Ancient Guidelines for Today’s
Living

Sunday Mornings 9:20-10:10 AM in
Room W50 led by Gregg and Becky
Tallman Starting September 11th
Wednesday Evenings 6:30-7:30 PM
in Room W30 led by Eric Brown ~
Starting September 14th

Please join us for this sermon based Bible study.

Basic Bible

Wednesday Evenings 6:30-7:30 PM inperson in Room W50 led by Pastor Mike
Morgan
Wednesday Evenings 8:00-9:00 PM via
Zoom or in-person in Room W40 led by
Pastor Mike Morgan
Both classes starting on September 14th
This is a great class for beginner Bible readers and those
that are wanting to grow their scripture knowledge in a
comfortable and relaxed group.

Present Over Perfect

Wednesday Evenings 6:30-7:30 PM in
Room E60 led by Lori Biertzer
Starting September 14th

Join Shauna Niequist in this five-session,
video-based Bible study that offers an
invitation to a new way of living - full of
grace, space, and connection.

The Book of Genesis

Thursday 1:00-2:30 PM via Zoom led by Mike Ransom ~ Starting September 8th
Consider joining us in a study and discussion of the Book of Genesis beginning 9/8/2022. There is no
cost for study materials. Study group size is limited to 14. Meetings are on Zoom, Thursdays from 1:00
– 2:30 pm. Contact Mike Ransom at mlr.ransom@gmail.com for more information.

For full class descriptions and to register for an upcoming Adult Bible
Study visit www.MarionMethodist.org/Adults

The United Methodist Church is moving forward with a more liberalized view of Scripture and Church Doctrine. This has
caused some division in the church, so the General Conference of 2019 made provisions for congregations who desire to affirm
a more traditional view of Scripture and Church doctrine to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church.
The administrative Council of Marion Methodist directed our committee to provide the congregation with information needed
to make a decision regarding our denominational future. Below you will see a comparison between the United Methodist
Church and the new Global Methodist Church.

Historic Statements of Faith

United Methodist Church

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to “make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”.
The beliefs and creed of the United Methodist Church are
stated in the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist
Church and will remain the same.

Global Methodist Church

The mission of the Global Methodist Church is “to make
disciples of Jesus Christ who worship passionately, love
extravagantly, and witness boldly.”
The beliefs and creeds of the Global Methodist Church are
stated in the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist
Church with minor additions.

Theology of Marriage

United Methodist Church

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church
states that homosexuality is not compatible with Christian
teaching and same sex weddings are not allowed. This
can only be changed by the General Conference of the
United Methodist Church and that is the goal of the Iowa
Conference and the North Central Jurisdiction of the United
Methodist Church.

Global Methodist Church

The Global Methodist Church policy regarding this issue
affirms the scared worth of all people and states that
homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. The
Global Methodist Church further states that human sexuality
is a gift from God to be exercised only between a man and a
woman within the covenant of marriage. Gender is defined
at birth.

Their vision would allow for both congregational choice as
well as clergy choice regarding same gender marriage. This
would mean that if a congregation’s leadership decides that
hosting same gender weddings is not a faithful expression
of the ministry of the congregation, then no same gender
weddings will be held at the church. Clergy who desire may
officiate same gender weddings at a different venue.

Apportionment collection

Methodist Church apportionments are defined as the funds churches individually collect and share to be distributed
throughout the denomination. Apportionments pay for administration, missions, seminaries and a variety of other things that
support the mission and ministry of the worldwide church.

United Methodist Church

Global Methodist Church

Both the United Methodist Church and the Global Methodist
Church will use an apportionment system

Both the United Methodist Church and the Global Methodist
Church use an apportionment system

In the United Methodist Church there is no cap on
apportionments and a local church’s portion is calculated off
operating expenses from a 3 year average.

Apportionments are capped in the Global Methodist Church
at 1.5% for the general church ministry and 5% for annual
conference ministry. The amounts are calculated off the
local churches operating income from the previous year.
Apportionments in the GMC are predicted to be less for most
churches but accountability will be higher up to and including
asking a church to leave the denomination if there is a pattern
of not paying apportionment.

The United Methodist Church requires apportionments but
has no accountability process.
Marion Methodist has withheld our apportionments, by
Church Council action, since 2017 and the money has been
held in escrow.

Bishops

United Methodist Church

Bishops in the United Methodist Church are elected for life in the
United States and hold a seat on the Council of Bishops until their
death. Bishops outside the United States are not elected for life
and do not hold a seat on the Council of Bishops when their term
expires.
Bishops in the United Methodist Church have salaries and benefits.
The United Methodist Church pays the bishops through general
church apportionments.

United Methodist Church

Global Methodist Church

All bishops in the Global Methodist Church will have term limits.
How they are elected is yet to be determined. Bishops will have
salaries and benefits set by the general church. The Global Methodist
Church will pay them from the annual conference budget. Bishops
in the Global Methodist Church are considered an employee of the
annual conference of the Global Methodist Church.

Selection of Pastors

In the United Methodist Church, the bishop and the district
superintendent do the best they can to match the pastor to
the DNA of the congregation.

Global Methodist Church

A similar process as the one used by the United Methodist
Church is being envisioned to match the pastor to the DNA
of the congregation.

Cost for Marion Methodist

United Methodist Church

If we stay with the United Methodist Church, there is no
additional cost

Global Methodist Church

Marion Methodist would need to pay 2 years of
apportionments, approximately $225,000 and the unfunded
pension liabilities which are under negotiations.

Why do we need to vote now?

The window to vote closes on December 31, 2022. The Marion Methodist Church Council will decide at their
September meeting if it is in the best interest of the congregation to consider disaffiliating from the United
Methodist Church. If they decide to consider disaffiliating from the United Methodist Church, then a date will be
set for the vote by our District Superintendent.

Who can vote?

All active members in good standing who attend the church conference in person may vote, per the Book of
Discipline of the United Methodist Church.

4:12 Student Ministries
We are really excited to Kick-Off the
school year in a significant way at 4:12!
The summer has been fantastic and
we have so many great new students
joining us.
So, make sure to register at www.
MarionMethodist.org/Students, so
we are able to form small groups
according to your child’s grade and
keep you updated on what is coming
up.
All students from 5th-12th graders are
welcome to join us and are free to
invite their friends!

September 4th, 2022
Jesus Is Put on Trial

Matthew 27:15-31; Mark 15:6-15;
Luke 23:1-25; John 18:28–19:16
Jesus is put on trial before Pilate, the Roman
governor. Pilate bows to pressure when the
crowd chants “Crucify him!” Soldiers mock Jesus
by putting a scarlet robe and a crown of thorns
on him. They hit him and spit on him. Because he
suffered, Jesus understands suffering.

“I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you” (John 13:15).

Family Together Time

Try this fun experiment as a family.
• Fill a resealable plastic bag with water, and
seal it tightly.
• Take turns sticking sharp pencils through
the bag, naming a way you’ve suffered as
you do.
• Even though you’ve made many holes in
the bag, the water should stay in the bag as
long as the pencils aren’t removed.
• Talk about the way Jesus endured suffering
for us. How is that like what happened to
the bag?
• Talk about how it can help knowing that
Jesus understands your suffering.

•

Talk About This…

What’s something tough in your life right now?
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September 11th, 2022
Jesus Is Crucified

Matthew 27:32-61; Mark 15:21-47;
Luke 23:26-56; John 19:17-42
After being convicted despite his innocence,
Jesus carries his cross up the hill. Soldiers nail
Jesus to the cross. Darkness falls on the land
for three hours as Jesus hangs on the cross.
When he dies, it causes an earthquake. Jesus
did all of this to take our punishment. Jesus
loves us so much that he died for us.

“I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you” (John 13:15).

Family Together Time

Try this fun experiment as a family. Make sure an
adult handles all the chemicals.
• Fill three glasses halfway: one with water,
one with iodine, and one with bleach.
• Imagine that the water is us. Pour some
iodine into the water to represent how sin
makes us dirty.
• Add some more water. Talk about ways
people try to get rid of their own sin.
• Add bleach. Talk about how Jesus died on
the cross to forgive our sins.
• Pour the iodine into the bleach to show how
Jesus took on everyone’s sins but remained
perfect.
• Thank Jesus for forgiving our sins.

•

Talk About This…

What’s something people can do that’s a good way to show you love?

Digging Into the Life of Jesus. Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use.

