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Veterans auditorium in Des Moines in 1983. For the ordinand, 
the heart of the ordination service comes when the bishop 
places their hands on the candidate’s head and s/he is charged 
to a ministry of Word, Sacrament, Order and Service. This is 
very important, and without a shadow of a doubt, I submit that 
to you as the “why” for the things I do as a pastor. 

From time to time, folks will ask, why does everything you 
teach and preach come straight from the Bible? My quick 
answer is to lean into Hebrews 4:12 (“The word of God is 
active and alive”) and explain that because the Word of God is 
not trapped on the pages it comes alive when I read it and my 
passion for sharing it is why I do what I do. 

The more academic answer, which has been shared here 
previously is that the Methodist movement is prima scriptura 
which means the Word is the primary source for Christian 
doctrine and belief. It is above all things and it is in scripture 
that we come to know and understand the will of God. Thus, 
leading a church to strive towards a biblical worldview is what 
one ordained in the Word is supposed to do. 

Knowing the Word of God equips us for every situation 
in our lives. Knowing it equips us for the spheres of family 
relationships, work and play. Knowing the Word of God equips 
us with the knowledge of when and why to celebrate and how 
we can face distress and difficulty in hope. Knowing the Word 
of God will lead us to and through every season of our lives 
if we have an intimate relationship with it and believe in its 
authority and power.  

Knowing the Word of God stabilizes our spirit as behaviors 
and values evolve in our culture and we see many of them as 
unhealthy. Knowing the Word of God is important for a church 
seeking to find the righteous and holy way to navigate through 
an everchanging world community. Knowing the Word of God 
and delivering it to God’s people is critical in such a time as 
this.  

I do, and that is why I do many of the things I do. 

   Pastor Mike
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CONTACT US:

Tears streamed down the little boy’s face as she 
turned the wrench a full half turn. His mother 
was inflicting this pain on him, and she was 
doing it on purpose! 

You see, the little boy was born with one leg 
significantly shorter than the other, and with 
the generous help of the Shriner’s hospital, 

the possibility of “lengthening” the leg over a period of 3 of 6 
summers meant it would grow to adulthood in tandem with 
the other. There was nothing easy about the process. 

First, the surgeons would separate the bone in the lower leg 
and place a “halo” apparatus on him. Then, each day for seven 
days, a nurse or parent (he chose his mother and she chose 
herself) would turn a small wrench half a turn to stretch the 
portions of the leg apart so the bone would reach for the other 
half. If this was done, by summer’s end, the “lengthening” 
towards the final goal would be reached. For three of his 
elementary and middle school summers he returned and so 
did his mother. 

Now an adult, you would never know from walking with him 
or looking at him that he was born with the disadvantage. 
In a conversation with his mother, I said to her, “That day at 
Shriner’s watching you turn that wrench and seeing the look 
of pain on his face and the tears staining the floor, how could 
you do it 7 times?” She told me, “It was hard and easy at the 
same time. I’m his mother and that is why I could do it.” 

We all have reasons for the things we do. In the story above 
she knew exactly why she did the things she did – to help her 
son. In the very small things, we know why we do what we 
do too. A person eats a meal because they are hungry and the 
same person goes for a jog to stay healthy. We go to work so 
we can afford to live inside during Iowa winters. We cheer 
for our favorite team because it is fun and we believe in God 
because we believe he answers life’s deepest questions for us 
and bestows grace in and hope for our living. 

That to say this.  

I was ordained in the United Methodist Church in the old 



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
September 18: Rylan Randall Sorg, son of Austin and 
Rashell Sorg
DEATHS:
September 4:  Judi McCoy, mother of Deb (Ron) 
Jurkowski
September 7:  Mel Campbell, husband of Wanda 
Campbell and father of Sheryl (Mark) Morgan.  Family 
includes grandchildren Leann and Dan (Allison) 
Morgan and great-grandsons Rowland and Declan 
Morgan.
September 9:  Dale Meyer

September Food Pantry Item - Soup
Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 
please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Pastoral Care Message - Connecting
Telephones are just one technology among many that have changed 

dramatically during our lifetimes, especially in the 
last 30 years or so.  My grandma had a big hand 
cranked phone on the wall which connected to a party 
line.  Most towns we lived in when I was a kid had an 
operator that you had to dial and then rattle off about 5 
numbers and letters to make your call.  When our kids 
were little, we had this heavy portable bag phone that 

worked practically nowhere, but we kept in the car on long trips “just 
in case”.  About the time our kids were teenagers, cell phones were 
becoming a thing and we’ve since transitioned from flip phones to 
smartphones in a fairly short amount of time.

I clearly remember calling home collect from college, which was 
cheaper, but not all that convenient.  There were no phones in the 
dorm rooms, just one or two at the end of the hallway, and you had to 
time it just right to use the phone, or hope to catch one not being used 
on another floor.  All phone calls in the dorms at Cornell came into 
a switchboard of sorts in the lobby, and my work study job was to sit 
at that desk multiple times during the week directing calls and taking 
messages as they came in.  The most boring times to work were the 
10-midnight shift on weekend evenings.  Most everyone was out doing 
other things, so you’d sit there doing homework or watching the clock 
until it was time to close up.  No cell phones or cable tv in those days 
to break up the monotony.

Even though the technology has changed dramatically over the years, 
the desire to be connected has not, and phones can still 
be a powerful tool to make or maintain much-needed 
ties to others.  We found that out in a big way during 
the worst days of the pandemic when Facetime, Zoom 
and other technologies became such a lifesaver.  Even now though 
we’re finding that people are more isolated and less connected than 
ever, which has greatly increased mental health problems and created 
an abundance of personal issues such as loneliness and anxiety.

During the pandemic, many of you from Marion Methodist faithfully 
made calls to the members of our congregation, 
checking in to see how folks were doing, asking if they 
had prayer concerns and, most importantly, extending 
the love of Jesus through a simple phone call.  Our 

calling ministry continues but many more callers are needed so that 
we can extend this vital connection to everyone at Marion Methodist.

This ministry opportunity is truly one that’s a double blessing:  not 
only are members of our church family being contacted and shown 
love through these phone calls, but oftentimes people have prayed for 
the caller, or shown love and interest in their well-being also.  It’s such 
an easy way to strengthen the relationships within our church family 
and share the love of God in a powerful way.

If you’re interested, please get in touch by calling the church office at 
319-377-4856 or emailing me at vstandley@marionmethodist.org.  I 
have a list ready and waiting for you; all you need is the love of Jesus 
and love for our Marion Methodist family in your heart. 

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Perenial Plant Sale
Lois Shindoll will once again be 
selling perennial plants from her 
garden.  The proceeds will go towards 
Feeding Lunches to Youth (FLY).  If 
you want to add some color in your 
yard and garden at an economical 
price, call her at 377-2890 or  stop out 
this weekend at:

1038 Rolling Glen Drive
Marion, IA 52302

Marion Senior Living Community 
2022 Fundraiser

Zio Johno’s $5 Gift Certificates
All Locations & No Expiration

To purchase contact:
Kay Stanford at kestanford@yahoo.com
Ken Stanford at kdsforever@msn.com or 319-389-0053

Thanks in advance for helping Marion Senior Living 
provide affordable housing to seniors with low to 

moderate incomes. 



Thank You
Thanks to the generous members of this congregation, 
we’ll be taking 132 Personal Hygiene kits and 132 
School Kits to the Ingathering in Cedar Falls in 
November. That means 264 people will be blessed by 
your giving, either with new school supplies, or items 
to make disaster recovery a little better.  Thank you so 
much.

Time for the Harvest Market
Saturday, October 22, 2022

8:30am-2:00pm
It is that time of the year when we think of beautiful Fall days, 
colorful leaves and the Harvest Market. Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, October 22, 2022 for shopping, a delicious 
luncheon, and great fellowship.

There are many ways to become involved in the Harvest 
Market. But wait, you don’t know how to bake and you 
can’t sew! How can you possibly help or contribute? Marion 
Methodist is reaching out to our congregation, and whether 
or not you are a member of a circle, you can participate. 
One way to contribute is by making a donation. Go to the 
church website, the Giving Page, and make a donation under 
Harvest Market. Flyers and bookmarks will be available 
for you to share with family, friends, and colleagues. On a 
Sunday coming soon our delicious cookies will be available 
for sampling in The Center. At this time you can pre-order 
frozen cookie dough! Sugar, Chocolate Chip, and Oatmeal….
yummy! Watch for the date!!
Many of the classic items sold in previous years will be 
available. Shop at “Wesley’s General Store,” “Sweet Buy & Buy,” 
“Abundant Creations,” “The Carpenter’s Crafts”  and “Faithful 
Friends.” You can look forward to the delicious ham loaf 
luncheon and the always popular cinnamon rolls and caramel 
pecan rolls.

If you are a “crafter” and would like to donate some of your 
creations (jewelry, wreaths, greeting cards, hair accessories, 
signs etc.) please contact one of the Harvest Market 
Committee members to inquire when and where to bring 
your items.

If you are a baker, watch for the next article suggesting items 
to bake for the “Sweet Buy & Buy” bakery.

Mark your calendars: Saturday, October 22, 8:30 am-2:00 
pm.  See you there!
Committee Members:  Jill Ackerman, Stacy Cannoy, Tami Schlamp, 
Angie Stockert and Carolyn Munson

Our Hopes and Dreams for 4:12 
Student Ministry

4:12 has been a vital part of Marion 
Methodist for many years, and as a new 
leader of this beautiful ministry, I am 
always moved when I hear great stories 
and testimonies from adults that grew 
up in this ministry that are now serving 
in full-time ministry, as lay leaders or being used by 
God in their workplace. God has been moving here and 
I am sure he won’t stop.

One of the reasons that helped me decide to serve at 
this church was seeing the desire from leaders, parents, 
and young people to grow in their faith and see a youth 
community that is alive and God centered. 

So, I wanted to share with you my hopes and dreams for 
4:12. I’d like to summarize it in three words. 

Belong: A warm community that any young person 
can belong to, no matter where their faith is at or their 
background. A community that is full of the love of 
God where visitors feel seen, welcomed and one that 
reflects the church in Acts 2:42-46. 

Believe: A community where students are challenged 
to own their faith, wrestle with questions and doubts, 
encounter God’s love, and put their faith in Jesus. 

Become: We want students to be encouraged to 
become more like Jesus, and say yes to the call to make 
disciples of all nations fulfilling the Great Commission.

I hope you will join me in praying for the leaders 
ministering to these youth, for wisdom leading the 
program, and for all the students who are part of it or 
will be in the future.

Gonzo

New Square Terminal
Marion Methodist has started using a 
new Square terminal for purchasing 
goods and services on Sunday 
mornings and to give Free Will 
Donations on Wednesday Evenings.  
The square accepts all credit cards and Apple 
Pay.  If you have any questions please ask a staff 
member who is helping with transactions.
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September 18th, 2022 
Jesus Rises From the Dead  

Matthew 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11; 
Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18 

 
 
 
 
 

In the greatest moment in history, Jesus came 
back to life! He showed his power over death. 
When his friends went to his tomb to prepare 

his body for burial, the body wasn’t there. 
That’s because Jesus was alive then, and 

Jesus is alive now! 

 

“I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever!” (Revelation 1:18). 

Talk About This… 
• Besides Jesus, what’s your favorite thing that’s alive? 

Family Together Time 
Find signs of life as a family this week. 

• Grab your phones or cameras, and look for 
things that are alive this week. Take 
pictures. By the end of the week, see how 
many things on this list your family can 
photograph. 
• dog 
• cat 
• tree 
• bird 
• squirrel 
• baby 
• bug 
• flower 
• fish 
• all your family members 

• Look at the pictures and talk about how you 
can tell what’s alive. 

• Talk about how you can tell that Jesus is 
alive. 
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September 25th, 2022 
The Road to Emmaus  

Luke 24:13-35 
 
 
 
 
 

After Jesus comes back to life, he appears to 
two men walking along the road. He talks to 

them about the prophecies about himself, but 
they don’t realize they’re with Jesus. Finally, as 

he breaks bread, they recognize him. Jesus 
shows us who he is, just like he did for them. 

 

“I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever!” (Revelation 1:18). 
 

Talk About This… 
• Where do you see Jesus in your life? 

Through the Week 
• Choose a place where you can record 

Jesus sightings this week. (Jesus sightings 
are ways you see Jesus’ work in your life.)  

• You might put sticky notes on the fridge or 
draw on the windows with dry erase mirrors. 
Or maybe you’ve got a big calendar you 
can mark up. 

• Encourage everyone to find one Jesus 
sighting a day and write or draw about it in 
your Jesus sightings spot. 

• At the end of the week, look at all of your 
Jesus sightings and share what you learned 
about who Jesus is by looking for him in 
your lives. 
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