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Jesus’ response here is often referred to in Christian circles as 
the “Great Commandment” and, of course it is clear to see that 
he is responding with a version of the Shema. We are excited to 
unpack this concept and four others from the Hebrew tradition 
that you will learn about along the way. 

Over the weeks you will learn of Shema of course and: 

Ahavah 

Levav 

Nephesh 

Me’od  

Each one of these will draw you to dive deeper into your 
Christian faith, the Word of God and your understanding of 
who Christ is and what he desires his disciples to be about. So 
plug in. I promise it’s Hebrew, not Greek.  

For those of you who have read this far, I do give you license 
through out the series to address me with “It’s all Greek to me” 
and I will smile because it will mean that someone is paying 
attention and learning! 

    Pastor Mike

It’s All Greek to Me 

Vicki Standley
Minister of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

“It’s all Greek to me” is how my seminary 
Hebrew instructor began each lecture. 
He thought it hilarious, it wasn’t. He was 
correct though in stating colloquially that 
what we were diving into was a bit difficult. 
Learning the Hebrew language is no joy ride 
either. However, there are a few concepts 
in the Hebrew language and faith that were 

important to the ministry of Jesus and those who follow him. 

This month our pulpit and growth group ministry will be 
learning 5 Hebrew concepts each one of which hangs from 
the first. The first is a prayer that Jews say every morning and 
evening known as the Shema. The Shema refers to a couple of 
lines in the book of Deuteronomy:  

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength. (6:4-5) 

It gets its name from the first word “hear” or “Listen” and is 
the equivalent to the Lord’s Prayer for the ancient Hebrew. 
The prayer has been one of the most influential traditions in 
Jewish history. 

In Matthew 22:36-40 Jesus is quizzed:  

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

And responds as follows; 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 
first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like 
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
July 26:  Oaklynn Grace Richmond, daughter of 
Jacob and Allie Richmond.  Grandparents are Mike 
and Eunice Richmond and great-grandmother Helen 
Richmond.

August Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for 
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of 
Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Thank You
Thank you to Pastor Mike and Vicki for the 
wonderful funeral and graveside service, and 
Gina for the beautiful special music for my 
husband Wesley, and Carla and Bryon’s Dad.  We 
also thank the church ladies for the very nice 
lunch they served and thank everyone for all the 
cards and memorials.
Finally, I thank the Springville American Legion 
Post #331 and the United States Navy Honor 
Detail for the wonderful military service, 
presenting the flag with all the US flags waving 
behind them.  So beautiful!
Evelyn, Carla and Bryon Follensbee

Welcome New Members
July 24, 2022

Back row (L to R): 
Ron Jurkowski, Joe Hungate, Zach Kremenak, Pastor Mike 
Morgan

Front row (L to R): 
Diana Beatty, Deb Jurkowski, Shelby Williams



There is a Big Vote Coming at Marion 
Methodist (updated)

The United Methodist Church, given Iowa’s and 
other Bishops’ leadership in the United States, is 
seeking to move forward with a more liberalized 
view of Scripture and Church doctrine. Those 
seeking release from the denomination are desiring 
to pursue a more traditional view of the same.  

The Church Council will decide at their September 
meeting if it is in the best interest of the Marion 
Methodist to leave the denomination*. If the 

Church Council believes it is in the best interest of Marion Methodist 
to remain in the United Methodist Church, there will not be a 
congregational vote. If the Church Council decides it is in the best 
interest of the Marion Methodist to leave the denomination, a date 
will be set for all members in good standing to vote before the 
conclusion of 2022. 

We will be sharing educational/conversational avenues to help you 
become informed so we, as a congregation, can make the best choice. 
In the meantime, Marion Methodist will continue in the ministry to 
which the Lord has appointed us.

*Several inquiries have come to the leadership of the church that 
might be summarized: “Why does the Church Council get to decide?” 

The Church Council is elected by the membership of the Church at 
our Annual meeting and are the appointed leaders of the church. 
Thus, protocol, according to The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church, dictates that any change in direction or affiliation 
of the local church originates at the Church Council. If they decide to 
continue as a United Methodist Church and not pursue a change in 
affiliation, no action is required of the congregation.

Two additions to the above. Church Council meetings are always 
open to members of the church and members are welcomed and 
encouraged to attend. Secondly, if members feel the Church Council 
is not leading well or in dissonance with the congregation or mission 
of Christ, their work can be appealed. 

Thank You
The Churches of Marion Food Pantry Board would like 
to thank Marion Methodist for their generous support 
in helping us complete 40 successful years. The pantry 
is completely staffed by volunteers and all donations 
are used to purchase food and hygiene products for our 
neighbors in need.  Since January 2022 the number of 
people utilizing the Marion pantry has doubled to over 
1,200 people monthly.  Your contributions enabled us to 
increase the amount of food we distribute so that every 
family who relies on the Pantry has food on their table.  

If you are interested in volunteering at the pantry our 
current needs include extra people to help with our 
Monday HyVee food pickups, HACAP food pickups 
of 500-800 pounds of food on both Mondays and 
Wednesdays, and weekly or biweekly bread pickups 
of 6-9 trays of bread.  If you are able to move a lot of 
heavy/awkward stuff and have a vehicle capable of 
helping and a schedule that will accommodate, please 
email the pantry at: churchesofmarionfoodpantry@
gmail.com



UMCOR School Kits
It’s that time of year again.  Stores 
will be putting their school 
supplies lists out for each grade 
level, and putting items on sale.  
Here at Marion Methodist, we 

collect items and send them in a cloth school bag to 
children unable to purchase them themselves.   If you 
would like to help, the list of items for a complete kit 
is below.   Please make sure items are exactly as listed.  
For example, 24 colored pencils would not be acceptable 
since 12 are requested, and UNSHARPENED pencils are 
needed.

All items can be enclosed in a plastic bag and put on the 
mission shelf in the NW corner of the center.   Thank 
you so much for your generosity.    

Kit Items:
•  3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8” x 10 1/2”
•  1 Ruler - 12” long with metric
•  6 Pencils - unsharpened
•  1 Pencil Sharpener
•  1 Pencil Eraser - 2’” or larger
•  1 Box 12 Colored Pencils
•  1 Box 24 Crayons
•  1 Pair of Student Scissors

Pastoral Care Corner - Weeds
I’ve often mentioned that I enjoy gardening, and have a number 

of spaces around our yard planted with perennials 
and annuals, along with a vegetable garden planted 
with beans and tomatoes.  Some years I’m better 
at keeping everything weeded and looking pretty 

spiffy, this year however is not one of them.  It seems the weeds 
have been determined to take over everything and I just haven’t 
had the time or energy to get ahead of them like I usually would.

I’ve got all kinds of excuses for the weeds taking over – it’s been 
a busy summer, it’s been too hot or too wet to work outside, or 
maybe I’m just ignoring them hoping they’ll go away on their 
own.  I do know if my aunt were still alive she’d probably put me to 
shame and have everything whipped into shape in no time.

My aunt and uncle lived in Littleton, Colorado for many years 
and their yard was always immaculate, their 
flowerbeds didn’t dare have a weed in them, the 
grass was always trimmed perfectly and was 
thick and green.  In her later years, Aunt Jewell 
moved to Indiana following a life altering stroke and lived with my 
cousin on their farm for the last 15 or so years of her life.

On the farm in Indiana, she delighted in tending the many 
flowerbeds and containers planted around the farm, and could 
even be found weeding the shallow ditches in front of their 
house from time to time.  If she spotted a weed, it would be gone 
instantaneously.  Often my cousin would lose track of Aunt Jewell, 
eventually finding her tackling the weeds on the edges of the corn 
field, even in her 90’s.

Weeds are just like those bad habits that we try to so hard to get 
rid of, but they just keep coming back.  Or those things about 
ourselves that we’d like to change but just never quite manage.  
I’ve tried for years to journal, knowing it would be so beneficial 
to have that outlet to put my thoughts into words then be able to 
put it all aside.  Most attempts I make fall by the wayside pretty 
quickly.  Most of us have tried different exercise or nutritional 
changes to promote better health, but making them a habit that 
we can stick to and really benefit from is truly easier said than 
done.  Anyone who’s using a treadmill for a place to hang clothes 
understands what I’m saying.

God’s greatest desire for us is to weed out the things of this world 
in our hearts that come between us and him.  He loves when we 
make the effort to clean out the bad habits, the unkind thoughts, 
the selfishness and pride that keep us from being the loving 
servants that he’s created us to be.  Just as a flower bed looks so 
much prettier when the weeds are gone, our hearts are cleaner and 
purer without all the worldly things that make it so cluttered.

Psalm 51 says:
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
    and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.

It’s time to do some weeding, inside and out, and make some space 
for the Holy Spirit to do his work within us.

God’s Blessings to you,
Vicki

Mark your calendars for:
HOLY SMOKED Series

Classic BBQ Platter Fundraiser
Carolina style pulled pork or KC style pulled chicken with 2 sides

Sunday, September 25
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

More information coming soon!
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August 7th, 2022 
The Poor Widow’s Offering 

Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
 
 Jesus points out a poor widow who drops two 

coins into the collection box at the Temple. 
Although many rich people give far more 

money, Jesus is most impressed with her gift 
because she generously gives everything she 

has to live on. Jesus loves givers. 

 

“You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 
pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully’ ” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

Talk About This… 
• What would be the hardest thing for you to give away? Why? 

Family Together Time 
Spend time together collecting things to give away, 
as a reminder that Jesus loves givers. 

• Clean your house. Collect things that you 
can give away. 

• Make a big pile of everything you want to 
donate. 

• Go through the pile and talk about which 
things are easy to give, and which require 
more of a sacrifice. 

• Talk about why it’s important to Jesus to 
give generously. 

• Take your items to a homeless shelter or 
other charity. 
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August 14th, 2022 
The Plot to Kill Jesus 

Luke 22:1-6; Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16;  
Mark 14:1-2, 10-11 

 
 The religious leaders are plotting to kill Jesus. 

One of Jesus’ 12 disciples, Judas, finds the 
religious leaders and offers to help them. They 
offer him money to help them arrest Jesus, and 
Judas agrees. Jesus knows what it’s like to be 

hurt by a friend. 

 

“Now Jesus was deeply troubled, and he exclaimed, 
‘I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me!’ ” (John 13:21). 

Talk About This… 
• What’s the meanest thing a friend could do to you? 

Family Together Time 
Use this fun game to get your kids talking about 
their struggles in friendships. 

• Have everybody draw or write about mean 
things friends have done to them. 

• As you write or draw, talk to each other 
about what you’re putting on your paper.  

• Ask your kids follow-up questions, and 
avoid judgmental statements. 

• Crumple all the papers and throw them at a 
target, such as a door or window. 

• Talk about how it feels to be the target of 
mean words or actions, especially from 
friends. 

• Remind your kids that Jesus knows what 
it’s like to be a target. 

• Encourage your kids to keep talking to you 
and God as they face challenges in 
friendship. 

• Remind your kids that home is a safe place 
to share. 

 

 

 


	8-5-22 Final
	Take Home Aug 7
	Take Home Aug 14

