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played by the faithful in a joy-filled and sacred hallelujah. We 
need to hear that hallelujah of worship in our lives. 

Christianity is a social religion. Its very existence is owed to 
our forefathers and mothers gathering to hear the stories of 
Jesus the Apostles told. These gatherings expanded to greater 
fellowship and the noise, which was simply the celebration 
of being together, became one of the central features of the 
church. While the church potluck was diminishing in its 
appeal, coffee and juice with a cookie, Wednesday meals, and 
breakfast in The Center have more than replaced that tradition. 
Small groups and classes continue to get together, often times 
to plumb the deeper concerns of life and faith and other times 
simply to celebrate being together. We all need to hear the 
celebrations of being together as a family of faith. 

Father Gene, a mentor of mine once taught us: “the most 
important words are the words of the Word. If you are not 
sharing them, stop talking.” Gene was pointing beyond the 
reading and study of Scripture that all of us are capable of, to 
the received proclamation of it. Hearing the words of the Word 
of God interpreted in sermons are important because they 
focus, if even for a moment, the entire community of faith on 
one thing. Together we hear of the majestic glory of God, other 
times we hear the words of Moses, Elijah and our blessed Jesus 
inspiring, correcting and challenging us to align our living with 
God’s will and way. We all need to hear the words of the Word. 

In this world of noise, it’s not all bad, in fact some of it is pretty 
wonderful and hearing it blesses us beyond measure. 

 
   Pastor Mike 
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Bernie Crause has been a nature 
videographer for more than 40 years. 
Recently he wrote: “When I began this work 
and sought to get 15 minutes of natural 
footage without the sounds of human or 
machine activity it would take about 3 
hours of film. Today, to capture the same 15 
minutes it takes upwards of 60 hours, our 

world has simply become a noisier place.” I agree. 

We know that our metropolitan area seems to sprout new 
homes, convenience stores, and banks weekly and with new 
residents, businesses, and construction comes noise, lots of 
it. Sometimes it can be too much, and we want it to stop. 
However, in and of itself noise is not all bad, and some noise, 
is useful for our development as Christians. The following 
are four good sources of “noise” I think are useful for our 
Christian life. 

One of the ancients wrote of “the quiet of the still small voice” 
referring to his need to excuse himself from other tasks and 
chores and take time to listen for God. Many of you have told 
me that in certain environments; your deck in the morning, at 
our favorite place in nature, or on your couch, when you are 
listening, you feel in the quiet the voice of God. Getting to a 
quiet place, taking time to excuse yourself from other things is 
often the challenge. I lay it before you today as a useful “noise” 
we need to hear in our spiritual lives. 

David, the King of Israel, often writes how glad he is to be 
in the house of the Lord. David was a warrior, king, and 
music guy. He needed what one pastor calls to experience 
“the Hallelujah of worship.” When he brought the ark of the 
Covenant into Jerusalem, he danced as the musicians’ played 
songs of praise. Our tradition, that of the singing Methodists, 
is one in which we revel in the noise of the great hymns, the 
newly written songs of praise and the various instruments 



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
July 19:  Sophie and Olive McConahay, daughters of 
Mike and Gina McConahay and sisters of Samuel.  

August Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for 
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of 
Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Greetings from the Edwards family  
My name is Jared and on Aug 1st I came 
on staff here at Marion Methodist as the 
Minister of Worship and Technology. 
I’m so glad to be here! It’s been a 
whirlwind of a summer getting ready to 
be here. Between leaving a dear church 
family, close friends and then finding a 
great home here and currently settling in 
and getting our 4 kids ready for school 
it’s been non-stop action. I give so much 
credit to my wife, Alissa. I don’t know 
anyone who can get things done like she can. As for me,  I can sense 
there is some weariness from all of the change and coinciding work 
but I’m also energized by the staff here, the welcome we’ve received 
and of course by the good work that’s ahead regarding the worship of 
our Creator. 

2022 not only marks the year that I’ve become an Iowan, but it also 
marks the 20 year mark that I’ve been a paid worship minister. In 
2002, I came on staff of a small church in Phoenix AZ. After a couple 
of years there, I transitioned to a Free Methodist church. In 2010 
Alissa and I and our 2 boys (River and Rainn) moved up to a small 
town in Wisconsin where I was the Director of Music and Media at a 
church called Hope Community for 12 years. It was a great season for 
us. We had our girls Briar and Quinn there and so now we’re a family 
of six. We walk into a restaurant and it suddenly just got busier in 
there. 

20 years of working at a church teaches you lots of lessons. The first is 
to be grateful - grateful that a faith community chose you to be there 
and trusts you to lead them down an on-ramp of worship. The second 
is to be humble. I think all of us middle-aged and older folks realize 
the more we know, the less we know. If we’re paying attention we find 
that there’s no room for ego. It just gets broken anyway. And another 
thing I’ve learned is to be curious. It might take me a minute or two to 
form my question but I’ll get there. Perspective is everything and if I 
only live from my own, I’m not living in reality or truth. 

So I say let’s be curious together - curious where this beautiful thing 
called worship can take us. And not just on a Sunday morning 
for a few songs but as we navigate this life and globe. What if we 
surrendered to grace just a little bit more? What if we listened during 
our prayers as much as we talked? What if we don’t give up on this? 
What if, even when it’s tough, we press in- and together? I look 
forward to getting to know you and thank you for the opportunity to 
serve and grow alongside one another. 

    Jared Edwards

GriefShare  - Your Journey from Mourning to 
Joy

GriefShare is a video-based 
seminar/support group for 
anyone dealing with the loss 
of a loved one.  Whether it’s 
been months or years since 

your loved one’s death, meeting with others who 
have walked the same path will bring healing to your 
journey.

Beginning August 31, GriefShare will be offered on 
Wednesdays, from 1:30 – 3:00 pm.  We will meet in 
Room W40 in the church at 5050 REC Drive.  Please 
register by calling the church office at 377-4856 or 
email vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Servant Ministries at Marion 
Methodist

If you missed the Servant Ministry Fair on Sunday, August 7, 
you can still explore all the ways you can get involved at Marion 

Methodist by visiting www.MarionMethodist.org/Service for 
complete descriptions and how to sign up.  



Israel Pilgrimage 2024
Pastor Mike has been working with Educational 
Opportunities to plan a pilgrimage to Israel in 
late January or early February 2024. Educational 
Opportunities is working out final dates, travel 
itineraries and cost.

The trip will include several days in northern Israel 
around the sea of Galilee. Tiberius, Capernaum, the 
holy sites on the seashore and of course a boat ride on 
the Galilee. The trip will also include several days in the 
holy city of Jerusalem, a day in Bethlehem and a trip to 
Southern Israel to see the Dead Sea and Jericho. *

Prior to the trip, Pastor Mike will be leading a six-
week course that will help you prepare for what you 
will see through the lens of the Bible. That time will 
also help us prepare as a group to travel together. If 
you’re interested, though final details are not quite yet 
in our hands, please email Pastor Mike at Mmorgan@
marionmethodist.org and he will put you on the 
mailing list for further information and pricing.

*If you are interested in the actual trip and this year’s 
cost go to EOtravelwithus.com and investigate the 
“Holy Land Classic” tour.

Warm Cookie Ministry 
What could be more welcoming than 
the smell of a freshly baked cookie?  
If you love to bake, we have a fun 
opportunity for you!

Our new ministry is looking for 
volunteers to help make cookies. We 

will put our new kitchen to work as we make the cookie 
dough, freeze it in premade portions, and bake them on 
special Sundays. 

We will have opportunities to help make the dough and 
for baking on Sunday mornings.  

If you are interested in learning more, please contact 
Andrea Kearns at andreakearns1@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Corner  - Shelter
Birds are referenced often in Bible verses like these:  “they will 
soar on wings like eagles; consider the ravens, they do not sow or 
reap; so do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows”.  
These verses and many more are peppered throughout scripture.  
However, chickens, one of the most common of barnyard birds, 
are rarely mentioned specifically.  My experience with live chickens 
isn’t extensive, although I had a run-in with one when I was much 
younger.  For whatever reason it decided to chase me around our 
friends’ yard until I eventually outran it.

Recently my knowledge of chickens has expanded 
greatly since my daughter’s now raising 3 hens in 
their backyard.  I’m learning about their habits and 
their sometimes challenging personality traits.  We 
often help put the 3 chickens in the roosting box 
at night or let them out in the morning when our 
daughter’s out of town.  I’ve found they appreciate 
treats like lettuce, tomatoes and especially grapes 
and watermelon.  Naively, I thought this would put 
me on their good side, but I’m learning that hasn’t mattered at all and 
am now understanding why some people don’t like chickens one bit.

One in particular is downright ornery.  The minute I 
get to the gate, she’s right there, making every effort 
to get past me and into the yard.  She’s pecked at my 
shoes, and though it doesn’t hurt, it’s not the most 
pleasant experience.  It’s not usually too hard to shoo 
them into the nesting box at night, but one evening 
I went round and round in circles getting a couple of 
them into the box, only to find they’d escaped while I 

was trying to get the last one in - truly a 3-ring circus!

References to chickens in the Bible give us a much more loving, 
protective image.  Matthew 23:37 says, “How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were unwilling.”   Jesus here is lamenting about his 
inability to gather his people as he would have liked, to draw them to 
himself, especially those from the holy city Jerusalem, who failed to 
recognize who he was, the Son of the Most High God.  We’re so often 
blinded to what Jesus is calling us to see -  that his greatest desire 
is to draw us close to him so that we may live under the protective 
wings that he spreads over us.

That thought of being under God’s protective wings, much like a 
mother hen shelters her chicks from the elements is 
so comforting and such a great image of the way that 
God’s strong arms of love surround and protect us.  
Whether it be from the normal ups and downs of life 
or the strong storms that batter us during illness, grief, 
disappointment and sadness, just knowing that God is 
hovering over us, protecting and loving us through it all 
is beyond words.

When the storms of life are knocking at your door, take heart that 
God is always there.  Call out to him in prayer, seek his face and find 
shelter in the protection of his mighty arms:
For you have been my refuge,
    a strong tower against the foe.
I long to dwell in your tent forever
    and take refuge in the shelter of your wings. Psalm 61:3-4

Blessings to you,
Vicki



UMCOR School Kits
It’s that time of year again.  Stores 
will be putting their school 
supplies lists out for each grade 
level, and putting items on sale.  
Here at Marion Methodist, we 

collect items and send them in a cloth school bag to 
children unable to purchase them themselves.   If you 
would like to help, the list of items for a complete kit 
is below.   Please make sure items are exactly as listed.  
For example, 24 colored pencils would not be acceptable 
since 12 are requested, and UNSHARPENED pencils are 
needed.

All items can be enclosed in a plastic bag and put on the 
mission shelf in the NW corner of the center.   Thank you 
so much for your generosity.    

Kit Items:
•  3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8” x 10 1/2”
•  1 Ruler - 12” long with metric
•  6 Pencils - unsharpened
•  1 Pencil Sharpener
•  1 Pencil Eraser - 2’” or larger
•  1 Box 12 Colored Pencils
•  1 Box 24 Crayons
•  1 Pair of Student Scissors
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August 21st, 2022 
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 

John 13:1-17 
 
 It’s the night before Jesus is going to be killed 

on a cross. He gathers his disciples for the 
Passover meal. Before it begins, he washes all 
of their feet, which is a servant’s job. He wants 
to teach them—and us—one last lesson before 

his death. Jesus shows us how to serve. 

 

“I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you” (John 13:15). 

Talk About This… 
• What’s your favorite chore? Why? 

Family Together Time 
Use this unique twist on foot washing to get your 
family members serving each other. 

• Have everyone get his or her dirtiest pair of 
shoes. 

• Have everyone trade the dirty pairs of 
shoes. 

• Wash each other’s shoes over a sink or tub. 
Scrub the bottoms of the shoes until they 
look as good as new! 

• Get your shoes back, and talk about what it 
was like serving each other that way. 

• Talk about when it’s fun to serve and when 
it’s kind of gross. 
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August 28th, 2022 
Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested  

Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52;  
Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-11 

 
 
 

As Jesus is praying in a garden, a crowd of 
Jesus’ enemies approaches, including one of 

his own disciples—Judas. Judas helps the 
enemies arrest Jesus. Although Jesus’ 

disciples are willing to fight, Jesus stops them. 
Jesus loves even his enemies. 

 

“But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!” (Matthew 5:44). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about someone who’s hard to love. 

Family Together Time 
Try this fun experiment as a family! 

• Fill a 2-liter bottle all the way to the brim 
with water. 

• Drop a sealed ketchup packet in the bottle.  
• Screw the lid on tight. 
• Work together to squeeze the bottle, then 

release. What happens to the ketchup 
packet? 

• Talk about times “enemies” (or mean 
people) have done things that brought us 
down. 

• Talk about how letting go of anger and 
showing Jesus’ love can lift us back up! 
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