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Marion Methodist members pursue the “Marks of 
a Disciple” which means we offer God our prayers, 
presence, witness, gifts and service. You will note in our 
pledge that there is not the word “or”, only the word “and”. 
The Scripture says “God has given each of us the ability to 
do certain things well.“ (Romans 12:6) I know, that one of 
my gifts is to teach the Scriptures to young and old alike, 
and I love doing that, so I pursue teaching as one of my 
service ministries. I know that there are many other things 
that are not my abilities nor am I inclined to them.  This is 
why we need each other to make the church a great place 
in our community. We each have a service ministry we 
can excel in.

The Service Ministry Resurgence Fair is going to focus 
on the ministries that happen at Marion Methodist. This 
will not be the time we recruit for people to go on mission 
trips, or do the honey do list for the Marion Methodist 
men. This will be a fair for those ministries that serve 
within the buildings at 5050 REC Drive and 1298 7th Ave.

They will include:

• Hospitality
• Safety
• Adult discipleship
• Youth discipleship
• Children’s discipleship
• Music ministries
• Groundskeeping
• Several others

For now, pray how you are to offer your service to Christ 
through the church through one of our many ministries. 
Come August 7th ready to ask questions or sign yourself 
up. Can’t make it the 7th – no worries – we will also be 
having a “virtual fair” at www.marionmethodist.org 

   Pastor Mike

Resurgence!

Vicki Standley
Minister of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

We are living in the green light world!

During the long hard time 
dominated by COVID-19, 
the church was mindful to 
keep people safe using the red 
zone, yellow zone and green 

zone. While in the red zone, for all practical 
purposes the church was closed to communal 
activities with the exception of FLY and the 
recording of worship and our discipleship programs. 

During the yellow zone, the congregation began to 
return to our facility and we worshiped with masks on. 
Sometimes we “sang” using sign language, and just a few 
singers gathered on the stage a few feet apart from each 
other, able to see and hear each other, but nowhere near 
to how we operated pre-Covid.

Then, after many months we were able to return to the 
green zone! Throughout this school year and now into 
the summer we continue in the green zone. It is safe to 
worship together, eat together, and enjoy fellowship as a 
church body. Praise the Lord.

One thing that Marion Methodist, like most churches, 
has experienced is a prolonged servant ministry 
reluctance. Many of you who served the church 
have returned to the roles you had prior to COVID’s 
onslaught, others have been reluctant to return, and 
some of you new to the church aren’t sure where or how 
to plug in.

Fortunately, a great moment is coming when you will 
have opportunity to investigate the service ministries 
of the church and step into one just a month from now. 
Sunday, August 7 all morning in the center we will have a 
Service Ministry Resurgence Fair.



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
June 22:  Wes Follensbee, husband of Evelyn Follensbee 
and father of Carla Follensbee.

June 27:  Bonnye Fowler, mother of John (Susan) 
Fowler and Mary (Nick) Oakley. Family includes 
granddaughters Megan (Roger) Abel and Alison (Dan) 
Limbert and eight great-grandchildren.

June 29:  Peg Pierce

July Food Pantry Item - Macaroni & Cheese and Soup

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for 
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of 
Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs 
on TV.

Thank You
Thank you so much to 
everyone who donated 
supplies, helped with set 
up/tear down, and on site 
volunteers during the week 
of VBS! This year was 

monumental because of all of you! 

Sincerely, 
your VBS Directors

Thank You
Thank you all so much for the wonderful cards, phone 
calls and messages following my son John’s death.  Your 
heartfelt kindnesses were so appreciated.

Joyce Abodeely

Pastoral Care Corner - Journeys
Like so many in our church family right now, grief has once again 
become my companion.  A very dear and precious member of my 
extended family has passed away after dealing with pancreatic cancer 
for 2+ years.  Her passing was not unexpected, but even so her loss 
hurts.  Both before and since her death, I’ve employed every “tool” in 
the GriefShare toolbox, which has been such a lifesaver for me and 
many others navigating their own journey of grief.  
Over the 16 years we’ve offered GriefShare, I’ve facilitated numerous 
sessions and watched the videos many, many times.  Not only did 

I learn things that helped me in my role as 
Minister of Pastoral Care, but I learned things 
I’d have done differently when members of my 

family or close friends passed away.  I also know that GriefShare does 
not work for everyone.  But I’ve been able to put many ideas from the 
videos and workbook into practice, some at the time, and others many 
years later, and truly have a much greater understanding of what it 
means to do the work of grief.
Wouldn’t it be easier if we knew that grief would only last a certain 
amount of time, and by going through X number 
of steps, our grief would be resolved and we could 
move on?  But grief is messy, unpredictable, and, 
though much about each person’s grief is similar, 
my grief will look and act nothing like yours.  
There’s no magic formula and the words, books or 
information that are meaningful and helpful for me may do nothing 
for you.
However, I’ve found over time the things I thought were ridiculous 
or wouldn’t work for me have actually helped a lot.  It just so happens 
our grief journey takes on many different aspects over time and what 
seemed like too much work or too painful in the first few weeks or 
months may have great value further down the road.
There’s so much great information in the GriefShare materials, which 
provokes powerful discussions among the participants.  One of the 
more compelling video presenters states that at some point you will 
know you’re healing when you can put your memories of your loved 
one in a box, and lovingly pull them out from time to time.  When you 
do, a smile will come to your face and you’ll be able to return them to 
the box without the pain you’d have felt in the earlier days of grief.
Grief never goes away completely, it lessens and won’t have the hurt, 
pain and impact that it does in the beginning, but only if you work 
through the grieving process and not just sit and wait for it to resolve 
on its own.  The old saying “Time heals all wounds” really doesn’t 
apply here unless you actually take the initiative to find what works for 
you and take the necessary steps to heal.  One of those steps might be 
GriefShare, which will be offered again this fall, or it might be other 
resources that have been shared with you by loving friends and people 
who care about you.
Whatever it takes, know that God is with you every step of the way, 
he will not leave you or forsake you and his strength is what will carry 
you through.  “I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them 
and give them gladness for sorrow”.  Jeremiah 31:13b
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Sewing Day
Thursday, July 28th will have a buzz of 
activity in Room 100 from 9:00 until 3:00, 
when school bags for our school supplies 
kits will be sewn.   Activities needing 
workers will be cutting material, serging 
seams, pressing seams, sewing handles 
and sides, pinning handles to bags, 

and finishing sewing.   If you are willing to cut, serge, 
press, pin or sew for part or all of the time (9-3), please 
contact Jan Dickinson at jandickinson1@mchsi.com 
and state what you’d be willing to do.   Walking tacos 
will be provided for lunch.  Thanks in advance.

There is a Big Vote Coming at Marion 
Methodist

The United Methodist Church, given Iowa and other Bishops’ 
leadership in the United States, is seeking to move forward with 
a more liberalized view of Scripture and Church doctrine. Those 
seeking release from the denomination are desiring to pursue a 
more traditional view of the same.

The Church Council will decide at their September meeting if 
it is in the best interest of the Marion Methodist to leave the 
denomination. If the Church Council believes it is in the best 
interest of Marion Methodist to remain in the United Methodist 
Church, there will not be a congregational vote. If the Church 
Council decides it is in the best interest of the Marion Methodist 
to leave the denomination, a date will be set for all members in 
good standing to vote before the conclusion of 2022. 

We will be sharing educational/conversational avenues to help 
you become informed so we as a congregation can make the best 
choice. In the meantime, Marion Methodist will continue in the 
ministry to which the Lord has appointed us.

Luann Byerly, Tim Atwood, Joan Padley, Mike Morgan

Please be 
mindful of our 

children crossing 
in the West 
side parking 

lot on Sunday 
mornings!



On Sunday July 3 during our Celebration of Independence service, Marion Methodist honored 
the following members of the past and present military and thanked them for their service:

Al Hass
Alan Jensen
Bill Thomas
Bob Bunting

Charles Liston
Christian Cameron

Chuck Kent
Darrel Larson
Don Haugen
Eric Brown

Gary Wilson
Jack Larson
James Grant

James Soldner
Jim Sommerville

John Fowler

John McGowan
John Nieland

Ken Leahy
Lavern Winchip

Mark Beebe
Marty Labs

Matt Proctor
Mike Richmond

Neil Turner
Paul Port

Arden Shindoll
Garth Beatty
Richard Bice

Stephen Menzner
Steve Varcoe
Tom Pollard

Vic Klopfenstein
Walker Kelly

Harold Cramer
Jacob Pederson
Dave Pederson

Joshua Pederson
Jane Bockardt
Jesse Nester
Drew Nester

McKayla Beltz
Ron Boss

Andrew Fee
Dan Sandoval

Gary Garthwaite
George Follmer

Lee Coppock

Maury Campbell
Paul Rehn

Glenn Goehring
Joe Hutchins
Mike Henle
Roger Flint

Roy Pettibone
Brian Eschen
Curt Liscum

Ed Wise
Jim Johnston
Noma Lucas

Rod Thompson

2032
On Father’s day 2018 Marion Methodist moved into 
our new buildings. We celebrated that morning that 

in 2045 we would have the facility paid for in full. 
Many things have changed since that day but your 
faithfulness and generosity was not one of them. 

Today, we are pleased to announce that together we 
have whittled even more of our indebtedness away. 
As we worship this morning our FINAL PAYMENT 

is due in December of 2032!!!!!!!! We have shaved 
13 years away from our indebtedness and saved 
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of dollars in 

interest. Celebrate!
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July 10th, 2022 

Jesus Blesses the Children  
Matthew 19:13-15;  

Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 
 

Parents bring their children to Jesus for a 
blessing. Jesus’ disciples try to stop the 

parents. But Jesus welcomes and blesses the 
kids because Jesus wants to be with children. 

 

“But Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to those who are like these children’ ” (Matthew 19:14). 

Talk About This… 
• What do you think Jesus likes about spending time with you? 

 

Family Together Time 
Try this fun family activity so you can welcome kids 
just like Jesus did! 

• Get some fun supplies, such as stickers, 
fun pencils, or other small trinkets and toys 
you don’t mind giving away. 

• Decorate paper lunch bags. 
• Fill the bags with the trinkets and toys. 
• Keep a stash of bags by the door. 

Whenever a child comes to visit, welcome 
the child by giving him or her a fun welcome 
bag. Or you could take the bags to church, 
school, or a park and share them with kids. 
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July 17, 2022 

Jesus Heals Blind Men 
Mark 10:46-52; Matthew 20:29-34;  

Luke 18:35-43 
 

Jesus is walking down the road when he hears a 
blind man named Bartimaeus crying out for help. 
People tell Bartimaeus to be quiet, but he keeps 
calling out. Jesus stops, asks the man to come 
to him, and then heals his blindness. Just as 

Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cries, Jesus hears us. 

 

“And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him”  
(1 John 5:14). 

  

Talk About This… 
• What’s something you want to talk to Jesus about more? 

 

Family Together Time 
Try this fun family activity to practice listening! 

• Clean two empty tin cans, or get disposable 
plastic cups. Remove the labels and tape sharp 
edges. 

• Mom or Dad: use a hammer and nail to poke a 
hole in the bottom of each can or cup. 

• Cut a 10-foot piece of string, and poke each 
end through the bottom of the cans. Knot the 
ends so the string stays in place. 

• Have two people each hold one end and stand 
as far apart as they can so the string is taut. 
One person will talk into the can, and the other 
person will listen through his or her can. 

• Experiment with it! What happens if you use a 
wire instead of string? What happens if you just 
tape the string to the bottom of the cans instead 
of poking holes? What if the string is longer or 
shorter? See how you can use this device to be 
the best listener. 

• Talk about how it’s like or unlike Jesus listening 
to us. 
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