July 22, 2022

The Tabernacle Task

My devotional life this year has led me to study
God’s Word beginning with the Torah (Genesis
thru Deuteronomy) and progress in order
through the books, which now has brought
me to the Chronicles. Early in 1 Chronicles
something very important to our work and
ministry at Marion Methodist appears and has
been rumbling around my soul.

Let this serve as a call to the mark of discipleship we know as
‘service.’ It is of course true that our Gospel task calls us to serve
beyond the walls of the local church in many personal and
corporate missions – and – scripture is very clear that we each
are to serve the church – that is, the ministry that happens right
here at 5050 REC Dr., in sacrificial and significant ways.
Serving the local church means to help the body of Christ to
glorify God, not ourselves. In this act of worship, we spread the
love of Jesus to those around us. Serving the local church takes
many different forms, though the Bible helps specify areas that
we could serve in by defining our spiritual gifts (1 Peter 4:10).
Further, we are called in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 to be one of
the members of the body and are to serve it as an act of service
to Christ.

The Tabernacle was sustained by many people. God called
skilled and gifted people to serve in every aspect of the
religious life centered there. My devotional pointing at I
Chronicles 6,7 and 9 on July 7th included these sentences:
“Picture all the activity in and around Israel’s Tabernacle.
Individuals with diversity and ability mobilized to accomplish
the work of God’s tabernacle service. Some people were highly
visible while others worked tirelessly behind the scenes with
Our team is even now preparing a Servant Ministry Resurgence
unity of purpose: to maintain the earthly place where Holy God Fair for Sunday morning August 7th during which you can
promised to meet sinful humankind above the mercy seat, the
claim your service ministry to the church.
solid gold cover on the Ark of the Covenant…”
• Of course, there will be folks present to answer your
Continuing, “Today, God calls people to faith in Jesus and leads
questions and give you more information over which to
them to serve Him through the local church. What gift or ability
ponder and pray about your service ministry.
has the Lord given you? Just as there was amazing diversity
• Of course, the very same Servant Ministry Resurgence
of work in the tabernacle, your church (Marion Methodist!)
Fair will be happening at www.marionmethodist.org
has diverse opportunities for service. Even the task that seems
beginning August 7th and the days following allowing
the least significant is vital so that everyone can serve with
you a vehicle to digitally offer your service.
unity of purpose: to worship God and point others to the Lord
• Of course, none of these ministries are “lifetime”
Jesus Christ.” (from Preparation; a study of the book of I
obligations, so feel encouraged and invited to try one
Chronicles)
and if it is not your calling or gift, try another.
This devotional awakened something that is incredibly
necessary to the ministry of Jesus Christ in the world today
that I must communicate with you: many of us need to serve
God by serving him in the “tabernacle task.” Obviously, we
no longer need persons to trim the wicks of the altar candles,
keep the sacrificial fires burning or baking the bread of the
Presence, but we do need a multitude of people to serve as
tech team members, fellowship hosts, musicians etc. in the
“tabernacle task” to magnify the work of God in and through
the Marion Methodist building.

Marion Methodist needs many of us to embrace the “Mark of
a Disciple” that is service. There are so many ways to worship
the Lord in the church by means of serving. You of course need
to ask the question: How can I make myself available to do the
thing that I am very capable or can become capable in doing in
service to the Lord at the church?
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Pastoral Care Corner - Camp

Summer’s a great chance for kids to go to all kinds of camps. Sports,
academic, fine arts and especially church
camps fill the calendars of many kids and
parents all summer long. Back in the day
I attended camp at Wesley Woods near
Indianola and had a pretty good time as I
recall. It was vastly different however, than
the experiences our girls had at Summer Games years ago when they
were in high school. They came home on fire for the Lord and carried
their experiences well into the school year and beyond.

Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
July 24: Cannon and Sophia Dykes, children of
Samantha and Brock Dykes
BIRTHS:
July 9: Carter James Redmond, son of Michael and
Morgan Redmond. Grandparents are Jim and Stacy
Redmond and Kelly and Terry VonLehmden.
DEATHS:
July 13: Charron Varcoe, mother of Steve (Kate)
Varcoe
July 12: Lois Jean Duhme, sister of Eloise (Darrel)
Larson
July 12: Al Hass, husband of Linda Hass and father of
Rachel (Steve) Ireland. Family includes grandchildren
Makenna, Evelyn, Brady, Cale, Russell and Scarlett
Ireland.

Our girls were excited to share their camp and mission trip
experiences, and although it wasn’t always received with the same
excitement by their friends, they weren’t discouraged and continued
to share their faith, sparking a desire to participate even more often in
those kinds of opportunities. The amazing thing about a great camp,
or conference, seminar or worship experience is that it revives and
rejuvenates your excitement for Jesus, and helps to further solidify
your love for him and your desire to serve him in all kinds of ways.

This summer all of my grandchildren, with the exception of Penny
Jo – who’s only 2 – have been to camp, which is thrilling for me. The
5 older grands went to 4 different church
camps and all had a truly wonderful time. In
addition to the swimming, games and fun
activities, they had opportunities to worship
and praise God and grow closer to him in
their faith walk, which is so awesome! I’ve no doubt they’ll share their
experiences many times with their friends and youth groups in the
months to come and the fire will keep burning that was ignited by their
at camp. In 1 Peter 2:9 it says:
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise,
please use the Prayer button at the end of the
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of
Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget
Text GEN

TV Broadcast

Marion Methodist worship services are typically
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs
on TV.

Did you get that? We’ve been chosen, set aside, selected personally by
God to be his people, to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and he’s
called us out of the darkness of our sinful life and into the glorious
light of his truth, mercy and grace. But it doesn’t stop there! Because
he chose us, we all have work to do. It’s up to us to proclaim how
excellent and wonderful he is for calling us from darkness to light –
from sin to freedom. We cannot be silent because he’s done all this for
you and me because of his immense love for us. Going on to verse 10
it says:
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Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
There’s an old hymn with this chorus:
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,
Grace that is greater than all our sin.
All these kids will be moving on from their camp experiences this
summer, but hopefully will share what happened during camp – how
they met Jesus for the first time or renewed their commitment to
him, and it’s up to us to listen, encourage and help them share their
experiences. It’s our privilege to provide the opportunities for them to
“proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.”
God’s blessings to you!
Vicki

50 Years of Marriage!! Wow!

Please join us for our 50th Wedding Anniversary.
Saturday August 20, 2022
Marion Methodist Church,
5050 REC Drive, Marion, IA
2:00-4:00 PM
Since we have so many friends, if you cannot
come, then please send us a congratulation card
to:
Patricia & Stephen Lynn
1380 Starry Drive
Marion, IA 52302
Think back around four weeks ago to Pastor Mike’s sermon on
wealth, greed, and how both can easily position themselves between
our relationship with God. The more I thought about this sermon,
I concluded that nearly anything could be substituted for the penny
between ourselves and the cross. Any number of addictions, fake
idols, and earthly dilemmas have the ability to take our attention
away from God.

We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
your inspiration, perspiration, and great times
we’ve had together.
Please RSVP to stephenlynn@juno.com with the
number of people that will attend. We will have
cake, hot and cold tea, and coffee for our guests.

Daily we are presented with the choice to walk closer to Him, or take
steps backwards into ourselves, our earthly oppressions, and inner
anxieties.
Due to Covid, the past few years have nudged us further and further
away from God as we have often been separated from each other and
the church.
As wars rage on overseas, in our communities, and even in some of
our own homes, we find ourselves giving fear and anxiety a higher
place in our lives rather than the trust and steadfastness that God
desires.
Families are struggling now more than ever trying to maintain their
mental, financial, and spiritual health as we watch inflation hit our
communities, fake idols and addictions plague our people, and
constant horror plastered across the news.
While all of this is miserable to deal with and often seems impossible
to overcome, we must remember that these hard times are not
forever. Instead of falling backwards into ourselves and the problems
we face, we need to move forward and fall into the church and the
very faith that overcomes the world.
Come celebrate that we are back in the church with our brothers
and sisters in Christ, able to gather as a congregation. Come bask
in the sun-filled Center as we have ministries buzzing, old friends
mingling, and cookies and coffee to enjoy. Leave your fears, anxieties,
and heartbreaks at bay while you focus your heart upon the Lord and
serving His church.
Leave those hard things behind, throw that penny away, and come
join us.
We’re ready for a resurgence, are you?
Dionna Jensen
Director of Hospitality and Connection

Sewing Day

Thursday, July 28th will have a buzz of
activity in Room 100 from 9:00 until 3:00,
when school bags for our school supplies
kits will be sewn. Activities needing
workers will be cutting material, serging
seams, pressing seams, sewing handles
and sides, pinning handles to bags,
and finishing sewing. If you are willing to cut, serge,
press, pin or sew for part or all of the time (9-3), please
contact Jan Dickinson at jandickinson1@mchsi.com
and state what you’d be willing to do. Walking tacos
will be provided for lunch. Thanks in advance.

UMCOR School Kits

It’s that time of year again. Stores
will be putting their school
supplies lists out for each grade
level, and putting items on sale.
Here at Marion Methodist, we
collect items and send them in a cloth school bag to
children unable to purchase them themselves. If you
would like to help, the list of items for a complete kit
is below. Please make sure items are exactly as listed.
For example, 24 colored pencils would not be acceptable
since 12 are requested, and UNSHARPENED pencils are
needed.
All items can be enclosed in a plastic bag and put on the
mission shelf in the NW corner of the center. Thank
you so much for your generosity.
Kit Items:
• 3 Notebooks - 1 subject spiral 8” x 10 1/2”
• 1 Ruler - 12” long with metric
• 6 Pencils - unsharpened
• 1 Pencil Sharpener
• 1 Pencil Eraser - 2’” or larger
• 1 Box 12 Colored Pencils
• 1 Box 24 Crayons
• 1 Pair of Student Scissors

July 24, 2022
Jesus Meets Zacchaeus
Luke 19:1-10

A tax collector named Zacchaeus can’t see
Jesus over the crowd, so he climbs a tree.
Jesus calls Zacchaeus down for lunch. People
are mad because Zacchaeus cheats people!
But Zacchaeus changes, because when we
spend time with Jesus, he changes us.

“For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost” (Luke 19:10).

Through the Week

This week, be more intentional about including
Jesus in your family activities.
• Talk to him as you drive to sports practice.
• Talk to him as you clear dishes from the
table.
• Talk to him during TV commercials.
• Think of other ways you can remember to
spend time with Jesus as you go about life.

•

Talk About This…

Tell about someone who’s changed you.
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July 31, 2022
Jesus’ Triumphant Entry

Luke 19:28-40; Matthew 21:1-11;
Mark 11:1-11; John 12:12-16
Jesus and his friends head to Jerusalem. Two
disciples get there first and borrow a donkey
colt for Jesus to ride. He rides triumphantly
down the road, and the crowds spread
branches and robes in his path. They call out
praises, declaring that Jesus is the King.

“For, at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only almighty
God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords” (1 Timothy 6:15).

Through the Week
•

•
•
•

One day this week, lay some old towels
along a hallway or common area of your
house.
Whenever you pass by or walk on the path,
remember that King Jesus lives in your
house!
Praise him!
At the end of the day, pick up the towels
and talk together about how you can honor
Jesus as a King all the time.

•

Talk About This…

What would be the best part about being a king or queen?
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