June 10, 2022

The agony? Joy? Of beginning again

During my years at Iowa Wesleyan, winter
and spring meant Tiger baseball! The second
week of January meant countless groundballs
in the gym, taking hundreds of “cuts” in the
batting cage, sport appropriate weightlifting
and running, running, running. It was great,
we loved it and I was blessed with a great and
very close team – until my senior year.

DeReus effectively led their ministries will now give way
to a new season at Marion Methodist.

You see, as a freshman I came into a group of 7
sophomores that alongside me and another freshman
were the nucleus of the team for three consecutive years.
We had good success, a couple All Americans and once
advanced to the important rounds of the NAIA playoffs –
then (rudely) they all graduated, leaving me with a bunch
of memories and the need to start over.

Jesus speaks persistently in the Gospel of the joy of
beginning again. In John 3 Jesus says to Nicodemus “I tell
you, no one can see the Kingdom of God unless they are
born again.” This is the heart of Christianity and as one
who has been born again in Christ, I can easily testify to
the truth that I did not necessarily enjoy leaving some
of the old things, yet, the joy of life in Christ certainly
supersedes by many times anything I needed to give up.

The agony of beginning the journey leading the 7
freshman that came to join the “grandpas” who once
were the freshmen and now the seniors was not easy.
There were no running jokes, no long-term nicknames
and frankly a lot of unpredictability among these
youngsters. It was in the terms of a baseball team a
struggle, there was agony in beginning again.

It will not be the same, how could it be? There is some
agony in that, and the great souls new to our team coming
to work alongside us in ministry come with the mission
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world. Sound familiar?

The ending sequence in the Scripture has the Lord himself
proclaiming the new: He who was seated on the throne
said, “I am making everything new!” (Revelation 21:5)
This is quite inspirational in that, through every change of
season and epoch in life, God is creating something new
in each of us, in our families, in the church and creation
itself. So, as we walk into this season of significant change
Frederick Douglas once said; “If there is no struggle there in the church – buckle up!
is no progress.” Struggle doesn’t seem that fun and, in the
situation, above, I certainly was not embracing it – but – There is going to be some agony because “everything” in
here is what I found. These new guys knew how to run, The Center, 4:12 and our Praise Team ministry is going
hit and throw almost as well as my graduation departed to be different and, in that difference, for Christ’s sake let
brothers. They wanted to win, and they wanted to help
us experience the joy of beginning again. Personally, I am
the “grandpas” win too! As that spring unfolded, the
very excited about our coming teammates and can’t wait
agony of beginning again eventually turned to the joy of for the new and creative things that are coming in our
having a new, fun, and vibrant season.
near future!
That to say this, new days are in the offing at Marion
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CONTACT US:
Pastor Mike Morgan
Lead Pastor
319-721-8549
mmorgan@marionmethodist.org

Vicki Standley
Minister of Pastoral Care
319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

Birthday Celebration

Dick Hodge will be celebrating his 90th birthday
on June 21. If you would like to wish him well
his address is:
Dick Hodge
2115 1st Ave. SE #1503
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402

Perennial Plant Sale.
June 7 - 15

Lois Shindoll,
1038 Rolling Glen Drive, Marion.
319-377-2890

Church member sales will be donated to FLY.

Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
May 29: Robert McGuire, husband of Kay McGuire
May 29: Jack Stanton, uncle of Mary Lee Parks
June 1: Gladys Musser, mother of Kurt (Terri) Musser.
Family includes grandson Keith (Erin) Musser and
great grandchildren Scarlett and Ezra Musser.
June Food Pantry Item - Soup

Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise,
please use the Prayer button at the end of the
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of
Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget
Text GEN

TV Broadcast

Marion Methodist worship services are typically
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel
4 at 7:00 PM on Monday evenings. There is a
multiweek delay between when a sermon is
preached and when it airs on TV.

Pastoral Care Corner - Sharing

I’ve mentioned before how much I enjoy gardening and planting
flowers, both inside and out. This time of year is so beautiful when
some of the spring flowers are still blooming and pots of geraniums,
begonias and other colorful summer plants are flowering and
growing daily. Every year I look for something a little different,
something unique to add to the many annuals that I plant in my
containers every summer. I especially like to be on the lookout when
they start marking down the perennials and I can grab a bargain that
may look a little spindly or underwatered. But with some TLC they
bounce back and I can enjoy them for many seasons to come.
My absolute favorite plants though are the ones that I’ve gotten as a
start from a friend or family member, and I baby those
plants and take good care of them so they hopefully
thrive for a long time. Just this past week, I cut some
beautiful irises that my cousin in Indiana shared with
me some years ago. They look beautiful alongside the
peonies from my backyard, especially the red ones
that were started from a bush next to the gravestone of my greatgrandparents in a little country cemetery in central Iowa.

Marion Cares Backpack to School

Marion Methodist will once again be partnering
with Marion Cares to fill backpacks for students
in the Marion school districts. If you want to be
notified when the sign up for backpacks will be
available, visit www.MarionMethodist.org/News
and click the sign up link.

In the summer I always set out my Joseph’s coat plants I got from
my mom and they get so colorful and full in the bright sunshine.
I’ve shared before that I’ve got one big and several
smaller plants from my grandma’s Christmas cactus
that was decades old when I got my start from her.
I’ve shared starts of my Joseph’s coat and jade plants
from mom and grandma’s cactus with my girls and
other friends, so who knows how many more times
they’ve been shared?
The tradition of sharing cuttings, bulbs and plants has gone on for
centuries I’m sure. I’ve read of women who were heading out west in
covered wagons taking a precious cutting from a rose or some other
cherished plant to have a reminder of “home”. But the tradition of
sharing what we know and love goes way beyond our favorite plants
to sharing our love of Jesus our Savior with our family, friends and
those we encounter every day.
Our faith is most alive and flourishes greatly when we share it with
others, when we tell our stories of how we came to know Jesus and
how our faith has grown through our life experiences and our trust
in God. Because of our relationship with Jesus, we need to take
every opportunity to share what we know and have experienced with
those around us. The words to the beautiful hymn “I Love to Tell the
Story”, remind us what we need to do and why:
I love to tell the story
Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory,
Of Jesus and His love.
I love to tell the story,
Because I know ’tis true;
It satisfies my longings
As nothing else can do.
When we know what Jesus has done in our lives, who he is and what
his promises are, we cannot be silent. Our world is hurting so much
right now and needs to know of Jesus and his redeeming love. Share
this good news every opportunity you have, and consider sharing a
plant or flower too.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Sewing Day

Thursday, July 28th will have a buzz of
activity in Room 100 from 9:00 until 3:00,
when school bags for our school supplies
kits will be sewn. Activities needing
workers will be cutting material, serging
seams, pressing seams, sewing handles
and sides, pinning handles to bags,
and finishing sewing. If you are willing to cut, serge,
press, pin or sew for part or all of the time (9-3), please
contact Jan Dickinson at jandickinson1@mchsi.com
and state what you’d be willing to do. Walking tacos
will be provided for lunch. Thanks in advance.

Support Vacation Bible School

Support this year’s
Vacation Bible School
by purchasing items
from the Amazon
Wishlist. All items
are needed to make
VBS week successful.
Visit www.MarionMethodist.org/VBS and click on the
Amazon Wishlist Link. Thank you for supporting this
year’s VBS.

Sunday, June 12th 2022
Parables of the
Lost Sheep and Lost Coin
Luke 15:1-10

Jesus tells two stories, called parables, to teach
a deeper truth. In one, a shepherd loses his
sheep and goes to find it. In the other, a woman
loses her coin and searches until she finds it.
Jesus told these stories to show that Jesus
looks for us.

“I have wandered away like a lost sheep; come and find me,
for I have not forgotten your commands” (Psalm 119:176).

Family Together Time

Have fun looking for each other to better
understand how Jesus looks for us.
• Wait until it’s dark outside.
• Turn off all the lights.
• Play a fun game of Hide-and-Seek—in the
dark!
• For more fun, invite friends or neighbors to
join you.
• After several rounds, talk about the best
hiding spots people found.
• Talk about why it was fun to look for the
people who were hiding, and remind your
family that Jesus looks for us because he
wants to be with us forever!

•

Talk About This…

Tell about something you’d hate to lose, and why.
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Sunday, June 19th 2022
Parable of the Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

Jesus tells a story about a son who leaves
home to live a wild life. When the son’s money
runs out, he repents and comes home. Before
he can apologize, his father runs and embraces
his long-lost son. Like the father in this story,
Jesus loves us no matter what.

“We love each other because he loved us first” (1 John 4:19).

Family Together Time

Do a fun science experiment to show that Jesus’
love lifts us up!
• Get some raisins or Craisins.
• Pour a glass of clear soda.
• Have everybody drop a raisin or Craisin in
the glass.
• What happens to the raisins?
• Talk about how no matter what, we can
count on Jesus’ love to lift us up.

•

Talk About This…

What makes you feel loved in our home?
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