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Now as you prepare for Easter, allow me to share how, in the 
empty tomb, God transforms suffering for his good purposes. 
God grows our reliance on his resurrection power through 
suffering when we remember how Jesus overcame death.  Paul 
said that suffering taught him to not rely on himself, “but on 
God who raises the dead.” (v.9.) Paul learned that when God 
allowed him to experience the deepest suffering imaginable, 
God was still able to deliver him.  Why did he know that? 
Because Paul knew that God raised the crucified, lifeless body 
of Jesus back to life on the third day.  Through his experience, 
Paul understood that the same power that raised Jesus from the 
dead was available to him.  This same power is yours and mine 
at this very moment.

Not only does suffering grow our reliance on God’s resurrection 
power, but our response to suffering also shows the world 
that our faith in Jesus is real.  Notice how Paul describes the 
outcome of his suffering, “We are hard pressed on every side, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry 
around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be revealed in our body.” (2 Corinthians 4:8-10)  

God will make himself known to people where we live, work, 
and play when we openly and unashamedly live as Christ 
followers, loving them through the power of the risen Jesus 
in times of suffering.   Our challenge this Easter is to pray 
for God’s grace to endure suffering well.  By trusting in his 
resurrection power to deliver us from the suffering of this evil 
age, the Kingdom of God will be revealed through us into our 
neighborhoods and workplaces as it is in heaven.  When we do, 
we’ll be celebrating Easter well all year long. 

May God bless you with this faith and assurance at Easter and 
beyond. See you Sunday!

    Pastor Mike
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Earlier this month I mentioned in the Sunday 
sermon the many times people have asked: “Why 
does God allow suffering?” Fully answering 
this question is hard, yet, even in times of great 
uncertainty, we can experience the hope of Easter 
when we discover God’s way of making the most 
of suffering. 

The Apostle Paul wrote of his suffering to the church of 
Corinth: “For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, 
of the affliction we experienced…we were so utterly burdened 
beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself.  Indeed, we 
felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to 
make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.  
He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. 
On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.” (2 
Corinthians 1:8-10)

The hardship was so far beyond his ability to endure that he 
felt death in his bones. Looking back, we can see how God 
used such incredible suffering in his life and in the lives of 
others.  

First, suffering comes to everyone. People all over the world 
experience terrible suffering because we live in a world that 
lies under the power of our free will and the influence of 
Satan. 

Second, suffering comes to us when we publicly identify as a 
follower of Jesus.  Paul put it this way to his friend Timothy, 
“Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted.” (2 Timothy 3:12) When you decide to follow Jesus 
and obey his every command, people will reject, mock, avoid, 
unfairly label, and in multiple other ways persecute you.  

To understand why Easter helps us to suffer well, consider the 
words of Paul when he says, “If in Christ we have hope in this 
life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 
15:19) Paul understood that suffering in this life makes no 
sense without the enduring hope of Christ overcoming death.  
Because Jesus arose alive from the dead, we too can face 
persecution and the threat of death knowing that we will be 
raised with him at the judgment. 



Joys and Concerns
April Food Pantry Item - Macaroni & Cheese

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 
4 at 7:00 PM on Monday evenings. There is a 
multiweek delay between when a sermon is 
preached and when it airs on TV.

Take a look at our Education, Service, Hospitality 
& Connections, and Worship opportunities to get 
involved! Click on the Get Involved button on the 

Church App or visit our website at 
www.MarionMethodist.org/Serve

UMCOR Personal Dignity Kits
Each year, Marion Methodist 
gathers supplies to provide 
personal dignity kits for those 
affected by disasters. If you’re 
willing and able, please purchase 
the items we are collecting this 

month and bring them to the Mission Depot located 
in The Center. Thank you for your generosity in Jesus’ 
name!

April List:
1 bar soap - 3-4 Oz
1 shampoo -15-18 oz

May List:
1 deodorant -2-3 oz
1 gallon resealable plastic bag



Retirement Party
Celebrate Karen Schmitz’ 
14 years of service at 
Marion Methodist and 
wish her well as we gather 
to celebrate her retirement.

Sunday, April 24
7:45 AM to 
10:30 AM

The Center

Pastoral Care Message – The Last Supper
There are thousands of easily recognizable 
pieces of religious artwork and many of 
them evoke very deep emotions within us.  
But one in particular rises above the rest 
in its simplicity and yet its power to move 

us deeply.  Leonardo da Vinci painted The Last Supper, actually 
a mural, as part of commissioned work ordered by the Duke of 
Milan in an effort to restore several religious buildings in the late 
1400’s.  It has been acclaimed down through the centuries as one of 
the greatest pieces of religious art and has stirred millions with its 
depiction of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples.

In November of 2019 Ralph and I were fortunate to see the carved 
rendition of The Last Supper in The Upper 
Room Chapel in Nashville, Tennessee.  In the 
quiet of the chapel, the magnificence of this 
wooden depiction of da Vinci’s masterpiece was 
awe-inspiring to say the least.  However, for me, 
the visual impact of either of these wonderful artistic creations pales 
in comparison to a production I attended in the sanctuary of a small 
town church, with untrained actors from the area, who brought The 
Last Supper to life in a very poignant way.

The play is based on the account in the Gospel of John at the 
moment in which Jesus reveals that one of the twelve will betray 
him:  
21After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very 
truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”
22His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them 
he meant. 23One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining 
next to him. 24Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him 
which one he means.”
25Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”
John 13:21-25

Throughout the play, the “actors” remained frozen in position as a 
live depiction of the last supper.  Only when they spoke, did they 
break from their pose following Jesus’ shocking revelation of his 
betrayal, and then explained who they were, their relationship to 
Jesus and shared stories from their time with him.  Dramatically 
each monologue ended with the question, “Is it I Lord, is it I?”  As 
this was repeated 12 times over the course of the play, it was like a 
nail piercing the heart as each disciple fervently asked Jesus if he was 
the Lord’s betrayer.  And each time, the pain intensified when you 
knew that ultimately a particular disciple would be “the one”.

Walking through Holy Week once again, we know well the answer 
to the question “Is it I Lord?”.  Yet every time, our hearts break 

knowing the betrayal and injustice that Jesus went 
through solely because his love for us was so great.  And 
once again, despite the pain and betrayal of Holy Week, 
we know the rest of the story, that he is not dead, he is 
risen and nothing can stop the power of God.

Though we’re reminded time and time again of all that Jesus suffered 
on our behalf and the many ways we betray and grieve him every 
day, his power over sin and death is far greater than anything we 
could ever imagine.  So, with grateful hearts and loud voices, we 
proclaim on Easter Sunday and every day from then on, “Christ the 
Lord is risen today”!

Easter blessings to you,
Vicki



What’s Next – 
The Wesleyan Covenant Association

Saturday, May 7th, Marion Methodist will be one of seven sites 
for the Wesleyan Covenant Association’s Global simulcast “More 
than Conquerors.” The event will feature various moderate 
and conservative speakers including Bishop Mark Webb, Rev. 
Stephanie Greenwald, Rev. Angela Pleasants, and Rev. Robb 
Renfroe. 
This is a regional event and doors will open at the church 8:30 
AM for coffee and some sticky buns. The program begins at 9 AM 
and concludes at 3:30 PM. Cost for the event is $17.65 register 
online here https://wesleyancovenant.org and a lunch for an 
additional cost still TBA will be provided. The Wesleyan Covenant 
Association is birthing the new denomination known as the 
Global Methodist Church in May 2022.
As you discern what might be next for Marion Methodist 
regarding denominational affiliation – please take the time to see 
and hear both sides and options before us.

What’s Next – #BeUMC
Sunday, May 15th, Marion Methodist is hosting Iowa Conference 
of the United Methodist Church leaders Rev. Dr. Lanette 
Plambeck, Assistant to the Bishop and Director of Clergy 
& Leadership Excellence, Rev. Bill Poland, Director of New 
Communities of Faith and Director of Connectional Ministries, 
and Rev. LaTonya Calderon, Pastor and Associate Director of 
Clergy & Leadership Excellence, to share the #BeUMC program.
Their perspective comes from the moderate and progressive 
leaning portion of the church. They will present a 90 minute 
program beginning at 3 PM with a question and answer session 
focused on why remaining a United Methodist church is the 
best option for churches who are part of the United Methodist 
Connection.
As you discern what might be next for Marion Methodist 
regarding denominational affiliation – please take the time to see 
and hear both sides and options before us.

Marion Methodist Gardens!
Marion Methodist begins its garden ministry this spring. 
Located in the far SW corner of our property on REC 
Drive our first garden will (literally) come to life this year. 
While we have the required minimum of 10 volunteers 
we would love for some more GREEN THUMBS to 
join us. The food we grow will be given to those with 
food insecurities in our area through local agencies. To 
volunteer email info@marionmethodist.org and we will 
get back to you.
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Sunday, April 17th 2022 
Easter Sunday 
Luke 23:26–24:12 

 

Jesus is forced to endure the punishment of a 
criminal—death on a cross—even though he 

himself is sinless. Why? Because Jesus is our 
Savior, taking the punishment for our 

wrongdoings. And then, Jesus comes back to 
life in three days. Jesus is alive! 

 

“He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead!” (Luke 24:6) 

Family Discussion 
• Why do people need a Savior? 

• What does it mean for Jesus to be your Savior? 
 

Rising Arms 
• You’ll need two people for this trick. Have 

Person 1 stand up straight with arms 
against his or her sides. Person 2 will push 
Person 1’s arms against his or her sides. 
Person 1 will try to resist Person 2 by 
pressing his or her arms against Person 2.   

• After about a minute, Person 2 should let 
go. 

• Person 1’s arms will raise up automatically! 
• Talk about how your arms felt when they 

lifted up. 
• Talk about how wrong things can hold us 

down. 
• Talk about how awesome it is that Jesus 

is our Savior, and how it feels knowing 
that he took our punishment so we can 
one day go to heaven with him.   

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week. 

• To set up, cut apart the Bible verses on the 
next page. Put each verse in a plastic 
Easter egg, and hide the eggs around the 
house. 

• Throughout the week, as people find eggs 
they can open them and read the verses to 
learn more about how Jesus is our Savior. 

• At the end of the week, talk about anything 
you learned from the verses you read. 
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Sunday, April 24, 2022 
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 

Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44;  
Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15 

 

A crowd of over 5,000 has gathered to hear 
Jesus speak. Jesus’ disciples think they should 

send everyone home to eat. Instead, Jesus 
does the unexpected. He takes five loaves of 

bread and two fish and turns it into enough food 
for everyone—plus leftovers! 

 

“Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed them to the people. Afterward he 
did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they wanted” (John 6:11). 

Talk About This… 
• Unexpected things are also called “surprises.” Tell about a surprising thing that happened to you 

and whether or not you liked it. 
 

Family Together Time 
Have some fun as a family. Try this surprising 
experiment to remember that Jesus does the 
unexpected. 

• Put a new, unwrapped bar of Ivory brand 
soap on a large paper plate. 

• Cut the soap into four pieces. 
• Put the plate of soap in a microwave for one 

minute, and watch what happens. Wow! 
• Take the plate out of the microwave and let 

the soap cool for about 30 seconds before 
touching it. 

• Compare what you expected to happen and 
what actually happened, and discuss how 
that reminds us that Jesus does the 
unexpected! 
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