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Pastors are like that, preaching to their last breath, the last key 
stroke of his fingers, and there was Doug telling his family, me, 
the congregation he never served and all from his previous 
churches who attended, that suffering is part of human life, and 
we need look at how suffering can benefit us. 
Make no mistake, I am not saying that all suffering is good, 
but both Doug and I know that suffering is undeniably a part 
of every life reading these words. It is yucky and in it large 
temptation lurks. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran preacher 
who ultimately died in a Nazi prison wrote: “Suffering is always 
temptation to separate from God. If you have come upon severe 
or enduring suffering be aware that the devil has his hand in the 
game.” Since this is true and suffering at some level becomes a 
spiritual matter, rather than allow it to have its way with us, we 
should claim it as opportunity to grow spiritually.

There is a simple biblical truth we can lean into; when the 
hand of suffering is being played in your life, God WILL NOT 
abandon or ignore you. Psalm 22:24 beckons us with this 
truth “He has not ignored the suffering of the needy. He has not 
turned and walked away. He has listened to their cries for help.” 
Scripture admonishes us again and again that
endurance in faith is not lying down and allowing the floods 
of suffering to drown us but rather God gives us the endurance 
that allows us to meet things face to face and overcome them. 
God’s power enables us to turn our sorrows into triumphs and 
our defeats into victories.

Our dear Lord Jesus walked into Jerusalem knowing exactly 
what was before him. He came to suffer for us so that we might 
have a perfect example of what faithful suffering is. Did he 
desire it to be removed – Yes! Do we – Yes! Was it? No.

The path our Lord walked was a path of encouragement for all 
of us. Was his suffering real and painful? Yes. Did he lose hope 
along the way?  No. He knew that Resurrection Sunday was 
coming, for him and for us, and to show us that when we hope 
in God, we will ultimately not be disappointed because God is 
bigger than any suffering and he does not ignore us amid ours. 

During this Lenten Season, take the opportunity to gain faithful 
perspective on the suffering that you imminently face. Let it 
not defeat you but grab it and use it as an opportunity to grow 
closer to the Lord. It won’t be easy, truly it won’t be, but it will 
bless you, I assure you.

    Pastor Mike

Suffering is Here
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CONTACT US:

Doug Anderson was to take my pulpit of 8 years 
at the Asbury Church in Webster City when I 
became your pastor in 2003. For two months 
we exchanged phone calls regarding the various 
elements that compose a local church and how he 
might transition well. He was excited, the church 
was “going on” in some exciting ways and I was 

thrilled he was coming. Doug was absolutely the right person 
for the job.

We were both to attend a pastors’ conference during which we 
were going to meet to carry on our transitional conversations. 
That morning his phone call began; “Hey, I’m not really up to 
driving from Mason City to Des Moines, just don’t feel right.”

Two weeks later, “I am still not feeling good, need to get some 
tests and Mayo is close so we are going to run up there.”

Two more weeks later, “Mike, I have leukemia, but my doctors 
say we can beat it.”

As I was moving out, Doug and his family were moving in. 
We were all convinced that though he was losing weight and 
energy due to cancer treatments, healing was just around the 
corner. The church discerned that he would be best served by 
taking his first two months at the church as medical leave.

Around Labor Day, 10 weeks after he arrived in town, I called 
Doug. He sounded so weak; his voice nearly unrecognizable. 
He related to me that his body was not able to fight it off, that 
he likely would pass in the next few months and that though 
he would not see his girls graduate or be married his soul was 
at peace. 

His funeral was a few months later and his brief written 
testimony was given to us all, a portion of which follows:

Let me tell you friends, this leukemia has been real suffering 
for Gayle and my girls and of course my human body. This 
is undeniably true. What is also undeniably true is that our 
God is bigger than this or any other suffering that comes 
to us. The Apostle Paul wrote, “I consider that our present 
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us.” (Romans 8:18) During these months as 
you have cared for me and my once very useful physical form 
became a shell of itself, those two truths sustained me. God is 
bigger and better days are ahead of me.



Joys and Concerns
BIRTH: 
March 15: Ellis Cole Rodriguez son of Leeanne and 
Paul Rodriguez.  Siblings Emma and Evan.

DEATHS: 
March 14: Former Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner, 
wife of Dave Bracht-Wagner, and mother of Sarah, 
Christian and Malachi.
April Food Pantry Item - Macaroni & Cheese

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 
4 at 7:00 PM on Monday evenings. There is a 
multiweek delay between when a sermon is 
preached and when it airs on TV.

UMCOR Personal Dignity Kits
Each year, Marion Methodist 
gathers supplies to provide personal 
dignity kits for those affected by 
disasters. If you’re willing and able, 

please purchase the items we are collecting this month 
and bring them to the Mission Depot located in The 
Center. Thank you for your generosity in Jesus’ name!
April List:

1 bar soap - 3-4 Oz
1 shampoo -15-18 oz

May List:
1 deodorant -2-3 oz
1 gallon resealable plastic bag

What’s Next – 
The Wesleyan Covenant Association

Saturday, May 7th, Marion Methodist will be one of seven sites for 
the Wesleyan Covenant Association’s Global simulcast 
“More than Conquerors.” The event will feature various 
moderate and conservative speakers including Bishop 

Mark Webb, Rev. Stephanie Greenwald, 
Rev. Angela Pleasants, and Rev. Robb 
Renfroe. 

This is a regional event and doors will 
open at the church 8:30 AM for coffee 

and some sticky buns. The program begins at 9 AM and 
concludes at 3:30 PM. Cost for the event is $17.65 register 
online here https://wesleyancovenant.org and a lunch for 
an additional cost still TBA will be provided. The Wesleyan 
Covenant Association is birthing the new denomination known as 
the Global Methodist Church in May 2022.

As you discern what might be next for Marion Methodist regarding 
denominational affiliation – please take the time to see and hear both 
sides and options before us.

What’s Next – #BeUMC
Sunday, May 15th, Marion Methodist is hosting Iowa Conference 
of the United Methodist Church leaders Rev. Dr. Lanette 

Plambeck, Assistant to the Bishop and Director 
of Clergy & Leadership Excellence, Rev. Bill 
Poland, Director of New Communities of Faith 
and Director of Connectional Ministries, and 
Rev. LaTonya Calderon, Pastor and Associate 
Director of Clergy & Leadership Excellence, to share the 

#BeUMC program.

Their perspective comes from the moderate and progressive 
leaning portion of the church. They will present a 90 minute 
program beginning at 3 PM with a question and answer 

session focused on why remaining a United Methodist church is 
the best option for churches who are part of the United Methodist 
Connection.

As you discern what might be next for Marion Methodist regarding 
denominational affiliation – please take the time to see and hear both 
sides and options before us.



Pastoral Care Message – God’s Great 
Creation

It’s been great lately to have some springtime weather – 
warmer temperatures, soft breezes, seeing the robins in our 
yards.  All of it points to better days ahead and leaving the 
rigors of winter behind us.  I noticed this morning that the 
front yard is beginning to green up a little and more and more 
people are out walking and enjoying the outdoors.
As much as I love to open up the house and have some fresh 
air blow through, I often take for granted how 
exciting and new this can be for others.  Our 
granddaughter Penny Jo, who’s fully mobile now 
and loves to wander everywhere, has discovered 
the great outdoors and she loves it!!  So much 
so, that when it’s time to come in she pitches a 
complete hissy fit.  She’s just a few months away 
from turning 2 so the tantrums are starting to 
rear their ugly head, most often when she’s being kept in the 
house or has to come inside.
Recently we were all in their backyard and it was so much 

fun to see her roaming the whole expanse, 
checking out plants and bushes, standing in 
the flower beds, checking out everything on 
the other side of the fence.  Her daddy and 
papa were putting together a new swing set 
and she had great fun playing on the slide, 
even if it was just laying flat on the ground.  

But her biggest joy by far was the pile of landscaping rocks and 
dirt that she found by the side of the house.  We constantly 
had to keep her from munching on the rocks and dirt she kept 
trying to sample.
Watching her explore this big new world with such joy 
and wonder makes me aware of how much we take it all 
for granted.  After going through the change of seasons 
numerous times myself, do I still have that wide-eyed, amazed 
appreciation of the magnificence of God’s creation?  Am I in 
awe of the world around me and all that it holds or do I just 
look at it through eyes that feel they’ve seen it all?
If we truly consider the intricacies of God’s creation, all that he 
has set in motion and how perfectly it all works together, our 
jaws should drop and our minds be blown at the very notion 
of how this could all actually even be possible.  Pastor and 
author Max Lucado has written, “Nature is God’s workshop. The 
sky is his resume. The universe is his calling card. You want to 
know who God is? See what he has done.”  Like Penny Jo, I pray 
we regard each day as an opportunity to explore and enjoy this 
fantastic world and give thanks for all that God has created, 
which calls to mind one of the greatest hymns ever:
Oh Lord, my God
When I, in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder
Thy power throughout the universe displayed
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art
Next time you go for a walk, or wander around your back 
yard, give praise to our Creator God, who planned all this for 
us.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

The First Two Frequently asked questions. 
Can information be shared that would clearly explain 
how a vote would be taken, who would be eligible and 
by what process the vote would actually be taken? 
(Asked by 12 persons)

A vote regarding either disaffiliation from the United 
Methodist Church to become an independent church or 
transfer to another denomination (such as the Global 
Methodist Church) would initiate in the duly elected Church 
Council.

The Church Council would receive a motion to either 
disaffiliate or transfer and would vote whether to take that 
to an all member church conference. If the Council votes 
to do so, the all member Church Conference could decide 
by 2/3 majority (under current United Methodist rules*) to 
disaffiliate or transfer to a another denomination. A failed 
motion would mean Marion Methodist continues in the 
United Methodist Church.

*this rule is currently under negotiation in the Council on 
Bishops

What would a possible timeline be for a vote? (Asked 
by 9 Persons) 

The Commission working on the process is suggesting that 
2022 be used for information gathering, (see #BeUMC and 
Wesleyan Covenant events to be held at MM next month) 
study groups, large and small gatherings for clarification. They 
formally encourage the Church Council no later than the end 
of February 2023 to bring the matter to a congregational vote. 

What’s Next for Marion Methodist
You may be aware that the United 
Methodist Church has been dealing 
with theological issues at the local and 
global level. In the future (undefined 
at this time), the members of Marion 
Methodist Church will be asked to 
make a decision regarding our denominational affiliation.

At the time of the decision, an all member vote, there will 
most likely be two choices for our congregation; either to 
remain a part of the United Methodist Church, or join the 
Global Methodist Church.

These organizations have different Biblical world views but 
share the same basic Christian beliefs as found in the Apostles 
Creed and the Great Commandment. The most widely known 
disagreement concerns holy human sexuality. Marriage is 
defined in both as a legal and spiritual covenant of a loving 
and monogamous relationship. The Global Methodist Church 
recognizes marriage only between one man and one woman. 
The United Methodist Church seeks to recognize marriage 
between two consenting adults. 

As members of Marion Methodist, you probably have 
questions about how this will affect our church family, your 
family, friends, and congregation members. Please submit 
your questions and concerns to info@marionmethodist.
org or place them in one of the Joy Boxes so that they can be 
answered in future communications.



Monday, April 11
Sandy Schneekloth
Sandy Schneekloth is married to Tim 
Schneekloth. They have 2 married 
daughters, 2 sons-in-law, a wonderful 
granddaughter, Anika, 1-year-old, and 
a soon-to-be-born grandson due at the 
end of May. Sandy was a teacher for 34 
years and is now retired. She enjoys: Being 
involved in church, traveling, reading, 
writing, baking, and being with family.

Thursday,  April 14
Sue Brown

Sue Brown is a wife of twenty eight years 
to Tim and Mother to four kids. We have 
been members of Marion Methodist since 
2007. All four of my kids were confirmed 
in the church which inspired me to be a 
Confirmation leader. I have constantly been 
in Bible studies since joining the church.

Tuesday, April 12
Guy Trimble

My name is Guy Trimble. I’m extremely 
fortunate to be husband and father to three 
beautiful, smart women. Dani and I were 
married 30 years ago at the tiny United 
Methodist Church near Galva, IA where 
I was baptized and confirmed. We have 
two grown daughters; our older daughter 
Taylor is a third year teacher at Saydel 
Middle School in Des Moines, and her 
husband Nate is a medical school student 
at DMU.  Kylee is a senior majoring in 

Interior Design at Iowa State University, and spends time with 
her boyfriend Kellan and exploring career opportunities. Joining 
Marion Methodist ten years ago when we moved to Alburnett 
was quite a shock after growing up in a small church with 25 
in attendance, but the opportunities to serve Christ have been 
endless. We couldn’t be happier with our choice to be a part of 
this Christian community. 

Friday, April 15
Loren Hungate

Hello everyone, my name is Loren Hungate 
and I’m senior at Linn-Mar High school this 
year! Next year I plan to begin pursuing a 
degree in dental hygiene. My hobbies include 
cheerleading and spending time with my 
friends and family. I feel so blessed to be part 
of a great church like Marion Methodist, and 
spend a lot of my time here volunteering for the 
children’s ministries and reading Scripture on 
Sundays as well as being a leader in 4:12 youth 
group. 

Wednesday,  April 13
Travis Granberg

After graduating from Oelwein High 
School and attending Upper Iowa 
University to play golf, I decided that it 
was time to relocate to the Cedar Rapids 
area in March of 2020. We started visiting 
Marion Methodist in early 2019 and 
became involved in the church through 
Financial Peace University. Present day – 
I attend as a member and am involved in 
the worship, tech, and safety teams. I am currently employed 
with Willems Enterprises as a General Contractor. My fiancé, 
Tayler Etzel, and I will be getting married this July and look 
forward to continuing to plant our roots within the church.  
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Sunday, April 3rd, 2022; 
Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 
 

 

Jesus tells a story to show that Jesus-followers 
care for others. In Jesus’ story, a man is hurt on 
the side of the road, but two people just walk on 
by. A third man helps the injured man and gets 

him to an inn where he can receive care. 

 

“Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions”  
(1 John 3:18). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about someone who’s cared for you. 

 

Through the Week 
• Challenge everybody to do one of the 

following to build empathy for people in 
need. Choose something that’ll take you out 
of your comfort zone, such as 
• take a cold shower 
• sleep on the floor with no pillow 
• skip a meal 
• eat lunch alone 

• Pray for people who need care. Think about 
the activity you chose as you pray. 

• At the end of the week, tell each other how 
it went. 

• Remind your family that Jesus-followers 
care for others—especially people in need. 
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Sunday, April 10th, 2022 
Jesus’ Triumphant Entry 

Luke 19:28-40; Matthew 21:1-11; 
Mark 11:1-11; John 12:12-16 

 
 Jesus and his friends head to Jerusalem. Two 

disciples get there first and borrow a donkey 
colt for Jesus to ride. He rides triumphantly 

down the road, and the crowds spread 
branches and robes in his path. They call out 

praises, declaring that Jesus is the King. 

 

“For, at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only almighty 
God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords” (1 Timothy 6:15). 

Talk About This… 
• What would be the best part about being a king or queen? 

Through the Week 
• One day this week, lay some old towels 

along a hallway or common area of your 
house. 

• Whenever you pass by or walk on the path, 
remember that King Jesus lives in your 
house! 

• Praise him! 
• At the end of the day, pick up the towels 

and talk together about how you can honor 
Jesus as a King all the time. 
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