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Sunday, Simon preached from a text that includes: Then Jesus 
began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible 
things and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and 
the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but three days 
later he would rise from the dead. (Mark 8:31) His disciples 
pushed back thinking the Messiah should NOT SUFFER. 
Jesus however insisted, (in my interpretation) how can I be the 
Messiah of a people who will suffer without suffering myself?

Jesus’ prediction of his suffering reminds us that it will come to 
us – even if we don’t “deserve” it. 

My Boy Scout training weekly reminded me to “be prepared” 
which is a wise thing to take into our adulthood. Knowing that 
suffering will come to us how do we prepare for it? A quick 
internet search will provide you a wealth of biblical references 
to help you prepare, and as we walk this journey towards the 
ultimate suffering and sacrifice of the cross of Christ during 
Lent 2022, hear these two.

The first comes from the Apostle Paul who knew a great deal 
about suffering. Numerous times various entities beat him, 
tried to murder him, imprisoned him for the simple reason 
that he spoke the truth. In the midst of that, he wrote: And we 
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose. (Romans 
8:28) He clearly DOES NOT SAY THAT EVERY SITUATION 
IS GOOD. They are not. What he reminds us is that in every 
situation we can grow towards God and God will respond 
to our faith. This often will not remove the suffering but will 
always encourage us as we see it coming towards us.

Secondly, one of the most misapplied scriptures in our time 
comes from the same man. He wrote; I can do all this through 
him who gives me strength. (Philippians 4:13) This does not 
mean that whatever you face will be made easy. It does mean, 
we can be encouraged because the suffering that is coming 
towards us – and it will come – can be faithfully walked into by 
those who trust God. 

God allows struggling to build our faith and strength. We need 
God more than anything else when suffering comes, something 
I will dive into a bit deeper, next issue in this same space.
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Why does God allow suffering?

This question has likely been asked by every 
human that perceives there is a God and is 
seeking to make sense of the human condition. 
Sages and philosophers, bishops, preachers, 
moms, dads and just about everyone else that 
thinks deeply has pondered the question and 

sought to find solid ground upon which to stand and interpret 
it for themselves and others.

We have often said, regarding suffering during the preaching 
moments at Marion Methodist, you are either:

• On the way into it
• In it
• On the way out of it

This does not paint a wonderful picture of the human 
condition, yet, the background to suffering is in fact 
something we all take great joy in – free will.

God allows humanity to experience the consequences of 
our choices and the difficulties that accompany the blessing 
of complete free will. The gift of free will is extremely deep, 
wide, and high, that is; creation is fully free to the absolute 
molecular level. This is important for us to embrace because 
not only does our free will include our own and everyone else’s 
choices, it also includes everything in creation.

The great side of this is that we can think and endeavor to 
do as we wish with our lives and careers. It also means that 
our bodies can naturally heal, we can enjoy adding to the 
world population through pregnancy, the grass grows, trees 
cast shade, etc. The downside is that storms can knock down 
those trees, drought can kill the grass, some pregnancies are 
very difficult, our bodies can take in things from which we 
cannot heal and some of our choices come with very difficult 
consequences.

This is the blessing and difficulty of free will that extends to 
the molecular level. 

Into this, comes our Savior Jesus, who, as creator of the world 
order, has determined that a creation fully endowed with 
free will which includes its amazing upsides and difficult 
downsides is best for us, even though we will suffer during our 
lives, sometimes profoundly. Most importantly, he does not 
exempt himself from it. 



TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 
7:00 PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek 
delay between when a sermon is preached and 
when it airs on TV.

Birthday Card Shower
Sandy Abodeely will be 
turning 90 years old on 
March 26th! Let’s shower her 
with birthday cards and well 
wishes to commemorate her 
special day.

Her address is:
Sandy Abodeely
3505 English Glen Avenue #119
Marion, IA 52302

Retirement Party
Celebrate Karen Schmitz’ 14 years of service at Marion 
Methodist and wish her well as we 
gather to celebrate her retirement.

Sunday, April 24
7:45 AM to 10:30 AM

The Center

Marion Methodist received a donation of $97.69 
for the 4th quarter of 2021.  Sign up to make your 

shopping benefit Marion Methodist!

Church Center App
Download the Church 
Center app and choose 
Marion Methodist as your 
church.  The app includes 
online worship bulletin, 
announcements, church 
calendar and more church 
information.



Joys and Concerns
BIRTH: 
January 30: Beckett Burke Atwater, son of 
Jordan and McCall Atwater.  Grandparents are 
Larry and Sue Atwater, and Great Grandma 
Grace Petersen.

March Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN

Sign up for the next Welcome Lunch with 
Pastor Mike at www.MarionMethodist.

org/New

Why does the Church need a 
Drone?

The church really doesn’t need a drone, they 
need a drone with an excellent operator 
that has a camera to help make what Pastor 
Mike says is going to be an epic welcome 
video. So, if you want to be part of an “epic 
project” at Marion Methodist, reach out to 
Pastor Mike 319.721.8549 or mmorgan@
marionmethodist.org 

Pastoral Care - Spring
What do you like best about spring?  For those who garden, you 
might be eagerly awaiting the seed catalogs that start showing 
up in the mail.  Or maybe some of you plant seeds in your home 
to have them ready when a garden can be planted.  Others like 
to wait until plants show up in the stores and then start making 
plans for their flower beds.  How about taking the opportunity 

to clean the house from top to bottom and air things out after the house has 
been closed up for the winter?

Perhaps there’s a vacation over spring break to go someplace warm and 
sunny, or plans to take the family someplace fun that everyone can enjoy.  
All these things are great and are sure and certain signs that spring is here.  
For me, the best thing about spring is how colorful everything gets after the 
whites, grays and browns of winter.

When spring is in full force, the varying shades of green are so vibrant it 
almost hurts your eyes, as lawns start perking up and the leaves on trees 
and bushes begin to emerge.  From the muted tones of 
winter, suddenly we see not only greens, but pinks and 
yellows, the sky seems bluer and the clouds seem puffier 
and almost glaringly white.

Back in 2020, when we’d been cooped up and staying at home non-stop 
because of the pandemic, it felt like such a treat to be outside on the first 
really nice day of spring.  The air seemed fresher and it seemed as though 
you could almost smell things growing.  The warm sunlight on my skin and 
a soft breeze felt so fresh and gentle I could have sat on the back steps all day 
long.  I don’t think I’d appreciated a nice spring day as much as I did that 
year after sheltering in our homes in fear and uncertainty as the pandemic 
consumed everything around us.

Spring is that season of the year that reminds us of the renewal of all things, 
the rebirth of nature that God set into place at creation, 
in fact, spring truly is a new creation as the earth comes 
to life after the dormancy of winter.  Spring renews 
our hope, fills us with the expectation of good things 
as we watch color come back into view, plants start to 

grow and nature comes back to life.  It’s like we can truly watch God’s hands 
orchestrating this beautiful symphony of sights and sounds that makes our 
senses come to life.

How truly appropriate that Easter is celebrated in the spring of the year, 
when we rejoice and remember the resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
On that bleak Good Friday, when the sun refused to shine, all creation 
became colorless as the life left Jesus’ body, and it seemed all hope was lost.  
And then came that glorious morning when the angels declared he was not 
there in the tomb.  He had risen from the dead.

Just as Jesus came alive and broke the bonds of sin and death, spring is our 
reminder that we are not bound by the darkness of 
winter and by God’s great plan for all creation, we can 
rejoice in the life and beauty of spring once again.  Take 
some extra moments this year as you breathe in the 
fresh air and soak up the sights and sounds of spring, 
give thanks for God’s amazing plan of rebirth and resurrection.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Church Garden to grow produce for 
Food Pantry

Are you interested and 
willing to support a garden 
on the church property 
that will grow produce for 
the Churches of Marion? 
A garden takes daily 
volunteers – are you one? We 

need 7 more to be successful. If you are interested in 
volunteering, send an email to info@marionmethodist.
org 

Kelsie DeReus concluding her ministry 
at Marion Methodist 

The Staff Parish Committee on March 
11th received a letter from Kelsie 
that included the following: “Ben 
has received a job opportunity in 
Des Moines. My last day at Marion 
Methodist will be Wednesday, March 
30. This was an incredibly hard 
decision to make, but I am so grateful 
for the last 4 ½  years working with all 
of you. Thank you for your love and 
support throughout it all. I am grateful 
to have done ministry with you and 

will continue to pray for you all and the ministry done here at 
Marion Methodist.”

The Staff Parish Committee will begin their search for a New 
Minister of Technology and Youth in the very near future.

Hy-Vee Receipts
Marion Methodist you have 
done a fantastic job of turning in 
Hy-Vee Receipts!

The United Methodist Woment request that you 
continue and bring receipts in before the end of March. 
We are just short of $99,000 for our first year! Well 
done! What a great way to help support our schools!

Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine
United Methodist Commission on Relief (UMCOR) 
is in direct conversation with Methodist leadership 
in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovakia. 
United Methodist churches in these countries are already 
assisting internally displaced people and refugees within 
and from Ukraine with food, water, shelter and other 
needs. UMCOR is providing assistance by responding 
to the needs of internally displaced persons through its 
International Disaster Response and Recovery fund. Gifts 
to support the people of Ukraine can be given through 
Marion Methodist by designating your offering for that 
purpose.

UMCOR Personal Dignity Kits
Each year, Marion Methodist gathers supplies to provide 
personal dignity kits for those affected by disasters. If you’re 
willing and able, please purchase the items we are collecting 
this month and bring them to the Mission Depot located in The 
Center. Thank you for your generosity in Jesus’s name!

March List: 
1 bath hand towel ( no kitchen towels)
1 bath washcloth ( no dishcloths)
1adult toothbrush (no multipacks)

April List:
1 bar soap - 3-4 Oz
1 shampoo -15-18 oz

May List:
1 deodorant -2-3 oz
1 gallon resealable plastic bag

Director of Hospitality and Connection
SPRC is currently looking to fill the big shoes 
being left by Karen Schmitz.  This position is a 
full time staff position that leads the team that 
is the first impression for visitors and members 
of Marion Methodist and various other 
administrative duties.  If you or someone you 
know may be interested in this position please 
visit www.MarionMethodist.org/available-
positions for more informaiton.



  Digging Into the Life of Jesus. Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use.  

 
 

Jesus Walks on Water 
Matthew 14:22-33;  

Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21 
 

 

While the disciples are out in their boat, they 
see someone walking on the water toward 
them. They think it’s a ghost, but it’s Jesus! 
Peter gets out on the water with Jesus but 

starts to feel scared and sinks. Jesus saves 
him, because Jesus calms our fears. 

 

“They were terrified, but he called out to them, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here!’ ” 
(John 6:19-20). 

Family Discussion 
• What fears would you like Jesus to calm this week? 

 

Through the Week 
• Cut pieces of duct tape to look like waves. 

Blue duct tape looks great, if you have it! 
• Have family members each tape the pieces 

to the bottoms of shoes they’ll wear a lot 
this week. 

• Walk on water! Wear your shoes and walk 
on the waves! 

• Whenever you see the waves, pray and 
remember that Jesus will calm your fears. 
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Jesus Is Transfigured 
Matthew 17:1-13;  

Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36 
 

 

When Jesus takes three of his disciples up a 
mountain, his appearance changes. His face 
and his clothes shine bright. Moses and Elijah 
also show up. Then God speaks and declares 

that Jesus is his Son. For the first time, the 
disciples see that Jesus is God. 

 

“Then a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him’ ” 
(Luke 9:35). 

Talk About This… 
• The disciples learned something new about Jesus.  

What’s something new you can tell your family members about you? 
 

Family Together Time 
Have some fun as a family. Play this guessing 
game to remember that Jesus is God. 

• Get some modeling dough or putty. 
• Have one person use the dough or putty to 

make an impression of something in the 
room—such as a toy or wall texture—while 
everyone else leaves the room. 

• Everybody can come back and look at the 
impression. Then they’ll look around the 
room and try to guess what the impression 
was made from. 

• Play again, letting each person have a turn 
making an impression in the dough. 

• Talk about what the dough showed about 
the things it was pressed against and what 
amazing things Jesus shows about God. 
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