February 18, 2022

Read this if you are UNDER 50

Everyone who is part of the Christian Church
in America knows at least one thing about
the church that has become true in the last 24
months – there are fewer people physically
present in church buildings for worship and
children’s education. This is understandable,
COVID is real, online worship is accessible,
patterns and habits have been broken.

These trends are understandable and concerning, and
the pastor needs to speak into one aspect that cannot be
overlooked. I get there telling this brief story. During the
building of our current facility, the president of the bank
who was about to lend us a several million dollars, came to
meet me at the east doors when the building was still a shell.
Pointing to his right he said; “worship” then pointing forward
said “fellowship and food” and to the left “children’s Christian
learning?” I said, “Yes” he patted me on the back, said “good
plan” and walked back to his car.
He was right, a third of our building (and a great deal of our
outside area) was developed with the intention of assisting
families in the spiritual development of their youth and children.
COVID came by and has quieted that end of the building a
bit, but make no mistake, great effort in our live and digital
ministry for youth and children continues and more is
coming. These ministries as you see in italics above, are to
assist families, not be their ONLY Christian education, so to
these I add the following which I pray inspire families to come
closer as a unit to the Lord.
1. Parents are the primary teachers, leaders, and
examples by which their children will live. This has
always been true and always will be. Children come to
their values, morality, life ethics and faith inquiry first
by “seeing what they see” in their family unit. All their
168 weekly hours are lived in their family, only a few in
church programming, so parents, make sure to claim this
great opportunity God gives you.
2. Help your student know and appropriate the Biblical
story in their lives. Fewer and fewer Americans are
biblically literate and you live in one of the top 10
biblically illiterate counties in America. This is the easiest
trend to reverse because we can all read. Never in the
history of the world has the Bible been so available, in
print, videos, digital options, so parents, I admonish you
to read or listen or view biblical stories with the children
that live in your home. Talk about them and help them
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see how their truths can be lived in their daily lives.
3. Answer the questions of faith your offspring have. You
have answers for their faith questions, “Is the Bible real?”
“What should I believe about this/that?” and your answers
are the ones they really want. As they continue to grow,
they will check out other answers (just like you did with
your parents’ teachings) to drill down what they believe,
but you are first in line, so courageously and faithfully
embrace your role.
4. Live a visible faith that includes making God’s work
and the church important. We know that what a person
does is who they are. An adult can say, “I love you” but
if they do not act it, a child or young person quickly
can see there is no sincerity behind the words. Working
with 7th graders for many years in Confirmation, it is
always easy to figure out what their parents value because
their students know and share it with their groups. If
snowboarding, or basketball or work or family or having
relationships with God and the church are important in
their family, any 12-year-old can and will tell you. They
believe what they see is what is important to their mom/
dad/stepparents/grandparents so they tend to pursue
those interests. Families that engage in God’s work and the
life of the church are influencing their child (even when
they are “bored” by it all) in ways they understand to be
important to the most important adults in their lives.
5. Make something of faith a family ritual. We spend a lot
of time together and families, a small portion of that time
can be learning a family faith ritual that will bore itself
into the spirit and mind of those God has charged you to
raise. My suggestions are those things that children of any
age can learn and will continue to influence you as you
age. For instance:
• Learn and say the Lord’s Prayer daily at a meal or
bedtime.
• Learn and memorize Psalm 23 (only 117 words)
which gives us a wonderful picture of God’s love and
care for us.
• Learn the Apostle’s Creed which gives a very clear
statement of what every Christian believes and can be
the fodder for deep faith and life conversation.
• Repeat Jesus’ Great Commandment daily: “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. And love your neighbor
as yourself.”
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These are a few suggestions, there are plenty others (look online or
request them from our discipleship department). Please parents and
families, let us make sure a global health pandemic is not allowed
to cause a global faith pandemic in which many of our children
are spiritually lost. Further, on the backside of a global pandemic,
if whatever we chose as the norm by which we now live, please
understand the trust the Lord has given you as a parent, mentor, guide
is critically important to the development of new disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.
					Pastor

Mike

Welcome to our New Members who joined
the church on February 13.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Front row: Sherrie Northway, Sharon Nielsen, Darlene Mollenhauer,
Emilie Hansen
Back row: Pastor Mike, Jerry Grishaber, Jim Mollenhauer, Casey
Hansen

Leading Now - Iowa Tour

4:12 STUDENT MINISTRIES meet
every Wednesday in the Sanctuary.
Middle School (Grades 5-8) 6:30 - 7:30 PM
High School (Grades 9-12) 7:30 - 9:00 PM

As a follow-up to Bishop Laurie Haller’s Epiphany
address and the Appointive Cabinet’s leadership
initiative born out of their work in the “Leading
Now and Into the Future” series, the District
Superintendents and the Ministry Directors will visit
each district on an “Iowa Leading the Way” Tour.
These meetings are being held January 29 - February
28. The final event will be virtual and offered as a
Zoom meeting. These conference-wide conversations
are for laity and clergy of the conference and will
speak to Vision 2032, the Cabinet Statement of November 2021,
and reiterate there is a home in the Iowa Conference of The United
Methodist Church for all. The three remaining meetings that are
closest to our area are:

Tentative Schedule:
• February 22, 2022, 6 pm at Mount Pleasant First, Mount
TV Broadcast
Pleasant, IA
Marion Methodist worship services are typically
•
February 27, 2022, 3 pm at Cedar Falls First, Cedar Falls First
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at
7:00 PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek • February 28, 2022, 6 pm at Zoom Meeting

delay between when a sermon is preached and
when it airs on TV.

To attend the ZOOM meeting you will need to go to www.iaumc.org
and register to receive the link.

Pastoral Care Message - Attitudes

Words can never adequately convey the incredible impact of our attitudes
toward life. The longer I live the more convinced I become that life is 10 percent
what happens to us and 90 percent how we respond to it. - Chuck Swindoll
This great quote is from renowned pastor Chuck Swindoll. I used a variation
of it for many years when our girls were going through middle and high
school dramas. I repeatedly reminded them “you can’t control what others
do, you can only control your actions and reactions”. We’ve all had events,
circumstances, and moments in our lives that seemed like they were going to
do us in, that we couldn’t take one more blow, but when we prayed for God’s
help, took charge of the situation and gave it everything we could muster, we
got through it.
In January 2019, I was looking forward to staying with my 3 grandkids for
a week while their parents were gone to guard training and work seminars.
I loved the thought of having the kids to myself for 5 days and also looked
forward to some downtime while they were at school. However, the bag
of books, devotionals, and other leisure materials sat untouched that week
while I dealt with the carbon monoxide detector going off the first day, one
of the kids getting sick, and the most snow, wind and cold we’d seen in a very
long time.
After dealing with the CO detector, gas company and furnace guy the first
day, I anticipated smooth sailing the rest of the week.
Wrong! The next day the kids had no school due to heavy
overnight snowfall with shoveling and cleanup to be done.
Later that night I heard one of the kids coughing horribly
as they were sleeping. Instead of my grandson Beckett who
has asthma, it was his sister Macy who wound up with a
temp and looked and felt miserable. We got the boys to
school that morning, then Macy and I headed to the clinic. Testing revealed
that she had influenza A and walking pneumonia. Once the boys got home
from school, I was off to the pharmacy to get Tamiflu for all of us and stock
up on some groceries. Add in more snow, below zero temps, all thanks to
the polar vortex, and we had ourselves the makings of a soap opera or a bad
country music song.
But you know what? We survived and not only survived but had a good
time. We managed to face each “crisis” head on and
just plow through it. The kids were helpful, they didn’t
complain about things (other than the awful medicine that
Macy and Beckett had to take), and each challenge for me
was almost a badge of honor as we worked through each
hurdle. By the end of the week, we were all in good spirits,
laughing and having a good time. The house was in one
piece, we were safe and warm, and they were such a joy to be with I almost
hated to come home.
Our attitudes, with Jesus’ help in all our circumstances, will make or break
us. We can indulge in self-pity or a woe-is-me attitude, or we can pray for
God’s help, dig in and do whatever needs to be done. Calling on others for
help, reaching out for guidance, support and encouragement, and God’s
strength, all of this will see us through most anything that life throws our
way.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:

February 4: Denny Burgess, husband of
Michaelle Burgess
February 4: Evelyn Hollister
February 11: Kae Schmickley, mother of Keith
(Julie) Schmickley
February 11: Phyllis Showalter, grandmother of
Jason (Dani) Showalter, great-grandmother of
Addy and Aiden Showalter
February Food Pantry Item - Canned Fruit

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget
Text GEN

Take a look at our Education, Service,
Hospitality & Connections, and Worship
opportunities to get involved! Click on the Get
Involved button on the Church App or visit our
website at
www.MarionMethodist.org/Serve

Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or
praise, please use the Prayer button at the
end of the weekly email or on the church
website, www.marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to
pray for others, email Vicki Standley,
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Your Journey from Mourning to Joy

GriefShare is a special
weekly seminar/support
group for people grieving
the death of a family
member or friend. It’s a
place where you can be around people who understand
how you feel and the pain of your loss.
If you are experiencing the challenges of grief and need
caring help and support, please consider attending
GriefShare. GriefShare will be offering an afternoon
session beginning on Wednesday March 9 from 1:30 to
3:30 pm in Room W40. GriefShare runs for 13 weeks
and you’re welcome to join at any time.

Sign up for the next Welcome Lunch with Pastor Mike at
www.MarionMethodist.org/New

If you’re interested in attending, please contact
Vicki Standley at 319-310-5195 or email vstandley@
marionmethodist.org

Ash Wednesday is March 2nd

The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of
our Lord’s passion and resurrection, and it became the custom
of the Church that before the Easter celebration there should be
a forty-day season of spiritual preparation. This season is known
as Lent.
During this season converts to the faith were prepared for Holy
Baptism. It was also a time when persons who had committed
serious sins and had separated themselves from the community
of faith were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness and
restored to participation in the life of the Church.
You are invited to engage with God this Holy Season beginning
on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd. Ash Wednesday can be a
powerful time for the Christian. During our service we confront
our own mortality and confess our sin before God within the
community of faith.

Marion Methodist
collected 1,648 cans
for the Marion Food
Pantry last week!
We came very close to our goal of 1,812
cans.

As is our custom, the use of ashes as a sign of mortality and
repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship,
and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal
and experiential way of participating in the call to repentance
and reconciliation. This practice is the historic focus of
Ash Wednesday observance and gave the day its name. It is
traditional (and we practice this tradition) to save the palm
branches from the previous Passion/Palm Sunday service and
burn them ahead of time to produce the ashes for this service.
(COVID Note: Our worship leaders have devised a service we
believe can be physically safe and spiritually useful.)
You are invited to the Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday,
March 2nd at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary or online.

February 20, 2022
Parable of
the Farmer and the Seed

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23; Luke 8:4-15
Jesus tells a story about a farmer scattering
seeds. Some fall on the path, some fall in rocky
soil, and some fall among thorns. None of these
seeds do well. But some fall in good soil and
grow great plants. Jesus told this story to show
that Jesus grows us.

“It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God
makes the seed grow” (1 Corinthians 3:7).

Through the Week
•

•
•
•
•

Fold four or five dry kidney beans inside a
wet paper towel.
Put the paper towel inside a quart-sized
plastic bag and seal the bag shut, leaving
some air inside the bag.
Tape the plastic bag in a window, or put it
on a plate near a window.
Check it out! See what happens to the
beans throughout the week, and talk about
the ways the beans are changing.
Talk about some of the changes we might
see when Jesus grows us.

•

Talk About This…

What’s one way Jesus has grown you recently?
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February 27, 2022
Jesus Describes His True Family
Matthew 12:46-50;
Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21

While Jesus is talking to a crowd, someone lets
him know that his mother and brothers are
waiting for him. Jesus says that everyone can
be his brother or sister because Jesus wants us
in his family.

“Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother!”
(Matthew 12:50).

Through the Week

Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week.
• Take a lot of family photos this week. These
can be selfies and can include whoever is
there during fun times.
• Collect the pictures in a special file on your
computer.
• Look through the pictures, and talk about
what you like about being in your family and
what it means to be in Jesus’ family.

•

Talk About This…

Tell about your favorite family memory.
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