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Presence – just showing up and being loyal to the people of 
Marion Methodist in every group may be the only mark I could 
even make a strong case for being a 5. I won’t, but this is easily 
my highest mark.

Gifts – tithing to the church and Generous Give campaign 
for me is effortless. I give of my substance and well above the 
numbers biblical mathematicians subscribe to faithfulness. 
Nevertheless, there are times when I reluctantly support some 
of our missional benevolences locally. I understand that some 
of this may be explainable because of our eyesight into who we 
are helping but because of that reluctance I have to take the 4.

Witness – this is truly my first love and comes very easily to 
me. I love to share my faith and testimony and encourage 
people needing Christ to come and drink from the water of 
life. Refusing to blame COVID and the width of time church 
leadership consumes, the fact of the matter is that most of my 
witness is given to the church, aka the saved, and few efforts 
avail me outside of funerals (where I always give an invitation) 
to give full witness to the Lord. Sadly, I admit to a 3 and that 
grade is buoyed a bit because of our internet ministry and 
responses to those inquiring.

Service – never can a person give enough in service to the 
people of God and the Kingdom. Have I skirted a trailer or 
two, moved some furniture, been a good neighbor, helped a 
lot of fledgling pastors and struggling churches, and met with 
folks who were, to coin a phrase, “down and out” to help them 
along? Sure. As a person I always wish to do more and as a 
pastor, and many of you can testify to this, my role is to equip 
you and give you opportunity to serve, so, eyes wide open I’ll 
take a solid 3+ on this mark.

Obviously my “now what?” is clear for 2022. What must I 
consider, what must I pray for, who must I see to grow the 
marks of my discipleship? Listen, unlike the pastor, you needn’t 
share with all the souls who call Marion Methodist their church 
how you “score” yourself on each mark, and, doesn’t it seem a 
good idea with a fresh year in front of us to take a really serious 
look at how you are doing in your marks and plot your course 
for growth and improvement.

   Happy New Year,

   Pastor Mike

Now what? (it’s still Simple)

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

The green tubs with the red lids have all 
emerged from the basement storage room, 
scattered around the house, Christmas 
decorations piled in them, lids closed and 
then transported back to the basement 
where they again anticipate the smell 
of roasting turkey and their freedom to 
celebrate Christmas 2022. Yep, all the 
trappings of Christmas have been put 
back in their box – now what?

Those of you reading this in the first week of 2022 have 
probably been inundated with pundits and prophets telling 
us how to live into this new year. Some of them seem to 
offer profound advice, inspiring us towards deeper thinking, 
healthier behaviors and a sunnier disposition. These come 
around every year and are very useful and I really want to join 
in – but I have a major problem; I am not, never have been 
and nor do I aspire to be profound.

Simply Christmas is profound. Yes, the bulbs and mistletoe 
and stockings and even trees are back in the box, but the 
message of Christmas never is – it is not to be set aside 
waiting until Black Friday to be embraced. Yes, I know it is 
January and our twinkling lights have been unplugged, but 
that is no excuse to unplug our spiritual lives.

Because your pastor lacks profundity in his proclamations 
and has proven to be more of a grinder, a work-a-day type of 
leader my “now what” as 2022 emerges is to lean right back 
into the DNA of a Marion Methodist Christian and invite you 
to do the same. 

The United Methodist Church has long encouraged us 
to embrace five words that define quantifiable action as 
the markings of our discipleship. Regularly in 2022 let’s 
commit to engaging in the “marks” of a disciple. I have been 
transparent in my small group regarding my shortcomings 
and strengths and offer you my three-month review in 
an effort to spur you on in marking your life for Christ. 
Apologies in advance for any disappointment my self-
assessment brings you. Improvement is possible for all of us.

Prayer – is the staple of the Christian life and I have been both 
prolific and very thin in my prayers. This fall was a wonderful 
call for me to return to one of my first loves, quiet time to 
work things out with the Lord. Still pretty far from a 5 in my 
1-5 rating, but I am in the 3+ category, which is a gain.



Joys and Concerns
January Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Pastoral Care – A New Year
New Year’s Eve has never been a big deal for us.  Back when I was 5 
or 6, my parents would get together with some other couples and play 
cards all evening.  There were a bunch of kids around my age, so we’d 
play all evening, sneak downstairs for some goodies and check on 
the grownups, and be fast asleep well before midnight.  As I got older 
my family and I would go out for a nice dinner and maybe also see a 
movie on New Year’s Eve.  That was a tradition that carried over with 
our kids – we’d go to a movie and out for pizza, and be home long 
before the craziness began.

When our grandkids came along, I decided it 
would be fun to have all of them stay with us on 
New Year’s Eve so the parents could do what they 
wanted, and it worked for a couple of years.  We 
had great fun, making  pizza and puppy chow, and 
watching movies, but they almost had more fun 
the next day when they often played outside if there was snow.

One year they built a pretty cool snow fort under the edge of the 
deck and were out for a long time playing in it.  Another time, when 

they were a little older, they actually 
were able to stay up until midnight.  
Never imagining they’d make it, I 
made the mistake of buying some 
party horns and things for them to 
ring in the new year, which made it 
pretty tough for Ralph to sleep since 

he had to work the next morning.

This year will likely be on the quieter side once again, which is okay.  
As I’ve gotten older, I really look forward to seeing the turn of the 
calendar as an opportunity to take stock of where I’ve been the last 
year and where I’d like to direct my time and energy in the next.

I recently purchased a book which contains a lot of background and 
supplemental information that I can’t wait to dig into as a reading 
guide through the Bible.  I also have some devotionals that I’d like to 
dive into as well.  Over the years though, I’ve learned it’s not a great 
idea to make a long list to take on in the New Year, because I’ll fall off 
that wagon pretty fast.

Bottom line, every day that we’re given, is another opportunity to 
come to know our God even better, to love Him more fully and deeply 
and continue our walk with Him.  It’s a journey that will never be 
complete this side of heaven, but I pray that I never let a day go by 
that I don’t give praise and thanksgiving for my Savior and all that he’s 
done with and for me.  I’ve got a long ways to go, but this journey is 
the best there is. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.   He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.   
In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.   The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
John 1:1-5

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Thank You
A heartfelt thank you to all the Marion Methodists 
who turned in Hy-Vee receipts.  Thank you for 
helping support Linn Grove Elementary! 

Linn Grove PTO



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

A New Vision for United Methodism
Bishop Laurie Haller on Thanksgiving Weekend 
distributed the document “Leading Now and Into the 
Future” through the Conference distribution email. The 
full document and the accompanying “FAQ’s” can be 
found on the Iowa Conference website: www.iaumc.org 
From the homepage navigate to “key Links” and choose 
“Leading Now and Into the Future.” 

The Bishop’s proclamation suggests a new ideal for the 
church where:

1. Relationships are more important than theological convictions 
2. Innovation, creativity, and imagination are more important 

than stagnation, rigidity, sacred cows, and the status quo, and 
3. Our primary focus is on the Great Commission and the Great 

Commandment. 

Because this is both controversial and directed from the Bishop’s office 
it will be incumbent upon Marion Methodist to discern how we will 
live into this new prescribed reality. As a member of the church, you 
are encouraged to go to the website and become informed.

United Methodist Men Honey-Do Program
This is one of three 
construction projects 
done by the United 
Methodist Men of 
Marion Methodist in 
the last few months. 
The program is called 
Honey-Do. The 
Honey-Do teams have 
built seven handicap 
ramps in the last five 
years with the longest 
at 60 feet and the 

shortest at under 3 feet. Ramps aren’t all they do as the projects vary 
from changing light bulbs, installing smoke detectors and repairing 
torn screens to repairing gutters, deck railing and repairing derecho 
damaged fences. They try to do projects for those who need a little 
help.

Contact Walker Kelly 
(wbkelly@gmail.com) to 
join the team or if you have 
any questions.

Friendship Fund Distributions 
Christmas 2021

The Friendship Fund offering taken 
on Christmas Eve 2020 was distributed 
throughout 2021 to help many people in the 
church and the community on your behalf. 
These funds provide for many basic needs 
in a meaningful and generous way such as 
purchasing groceries, paying utility bills and 
rent, buying work clothing, providing a night’s 
lodging or transportation, and filling necessary 
prescriptions, as well as purchasing gift cards to 
continue offering help to those in need.  

More than 3 dozen households and 
organizations were assisted directly from the 
Friendship Fund in 2021.  In addition, donations 
were given at year’s end to 3 community 
organizations that also serve the population 
most often assisted by MM.  The tradition at 
Marion Methodist has always been to use the 
Friendship Fund to bless people and ministries 
and not be a savings account.  Therefore, by 
Christmas Eve the Friendship Fund was spent 
down to less than several thousand dollars 
in expectation of your generous offering 
replenishing the Friendship Fund for another 
year.  This enables Marion Methodist to continue 
blessing those who need a helping hand in our 
community. 

Donations to our community partners were:
• $8,000 each to:

• Community Free Health Clinic
• Marion Senior Living Community

• $20,000 to:
• Marion Cares

These community partners serve the same folks 
that reach out to us for help throughout the 
year.  Due to your very generous offerings, the 
Friendship Fund balance is now $31,148.28 and 
Marion Methodist is well poised to help those in 
our community who need assistance in 2022.

The pastors and church leaders praise God for 
your generous giving to these people and these 
ministries!



FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - MARION, IOWA
NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

of
CHURCH COUNCIL, COMMITTEES AND WORK AREAS

January 1 to December 31, 2022
Ex officio Staff Members
Lead Pastor          ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Mike Morgan
Minister of Discipleship & Technology   ------------ -------------------------------------------------------------------  Kelsie DeReus
Minister of Worship & Mission ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Simon Campbell
Business Administrator ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  John Terry
Minister of Pastoral Care-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Vicki Standley
Director of Adult Discipleship ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jen Digmann
Director of Children’s Discipleship--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dani Showalter
Director of Vocal Music  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Gina McConahay
Boy Scout Institutional Representative --------------------------------------------------------------------------- Pastor Mike Morgan

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS – Voting Delegates
Chairperson of Church Council --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Tim Atwood (22)
Lay Members to Annual Conference (2) -------------------------------------------------------------------  Marty Labs, Tim Atwood
Recording Secretary -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Karen Schmitz
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jill Ackerman (22)
Endowment Foundation Chairperson-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Dave Digmann (22)
Finance Committee Chairperson -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ashley Cassell (22)
Church Treasurer --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jan Dickinson
Memorial Day Chairperson --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Trustee Committee Chairperson----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jenny Colerick (22)
United Methodist Women’s President--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Carolyn Munson
United Methodist Men’s President ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Walker Kelly
Church Historian---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mark Morgan 
Marion Senior Living Board Representative------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Ken Stanford
Marion Food Pantry Representative---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sandy Schneekloth  
Marion Cares Executive Director  --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Laura Campbell     
Safety Team Captain-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jason Mullin

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE:  Chairperson – Ashley Cassell
Class of 2022  Class of 2023  Class of 2024
Mike McConahay  Glain Corner  Dana Goshon
Ashley Cassell  Tammy Haynes  Steve Pershing
Gerry Kneeland  Jenny Pederson  Mark Thomas 

Church Treasurer – Jan Dickinson

FOUNDATION: Chairperson – Dave Digmann
Class of 2022  Class of 2023  Class of 2024             
Tim Moody  Dave Tiede  Debbie Miles
Dave Digmann  Pat Quinn  Cal Birkey
Gene Gerber  Peg Boss   Lori Biertzer
          

MEMORIAL DAY CHAIRPERSON –
    

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Chairperson - Pastor Mike Morgan
Class of 2022  Class of 2023  Class of 2024
Christa Martin  Jeff Lam   Linda Kelly
Kurt Musser  Amanda Rose  Sheri Soukup

STAFF PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS:  Chairperson – Jill Ackerman
                                                                      Vice-Chair – Aaron Vargas
Class of 2022  Class of 2023          Class of 2024
Nick Bray  Carol McNeil         Guy Trimble
Jill Ackerman  Aaron Vargas         Kurt Musser
Luann Byerly  Beth Combs         Stacey Redmond 

  

TRUSTEES: Chairperson – Jenny Colerick
                      Vice-Chair – Dennis Nebraska
Class of 2022 Class of 2023  Class of 2024
Tom Maring Brenda Hollinger  Mark Henderson
Dave Marsden Brad Schuver  Katie Feldman
Jenny Colerick Dennis Nebraska  Sean Poston

FLY: Chairperson – Simon Campbell
Amy Keating  Joan Padley
Carolyn Munson  Donna Wolmutt
Jill Hansen  Jan Dickinson
Susan Knight  Ryan Phillips
Peg Heald  Christy Weidemann
Jill Garuatz  Laura Campbell

CHURCH COUNCIL - MEMBERS AT LARGE
Class of 2022    Class of 2023    Class of 2024
Don Haugen    Celia McAfee    Tim Michels
Joyce Haugen    Duane McAfee    Kim Michels
Ron Knapp    John Collins    Sue Tull
Kim Knapp    Lori Collins    Alex Mussman                          
Brad A’Hearn    Sandy Schneekloth   Sarah Mussman
Kelli A’Hearn    Tim Schneekloth    Chris McCrate
     Brian Schmitz    Rachel McCrate
                                                                                                                      

COMMITTEES
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January 9, 2022 
A Miraculous Catch of Fish  

Luke 5:1-11 
 

 

Jesus finds some fishermen, frustrated after a 
night with no catches. Jesus tells them to let 

down their nets again, and when they do, there 
are so many fish that they have to call for help 
lifting the nets! They’re amazed because Jesus 

is amazing. 

 

“Many will see what he has done and be amazed. 
They will put their trust in the Lord” (Psalm 40:3). 

Talk About This… 
• What are amazing things you’d love to see Jesus do? 

 

Through the Week 
• To set up, cut some simple fish shapes out 

of paper, and hang up a paper lunch bag. 
• Put the fish and a pen next to the bag. 
• Throughout the week, be on the lookout for 

“God Sightings”—amazing things Jesus is 
doing in your lives. 

• Whenever anyone has a God Sighting to 
share, he or she can write it on a fish and 
put it in the bag. 

• Try to fill the bag with fish! 
• At the end of the week, read what’s written 

on all the fish. Celebrate the amazing things 
Jesus did for your family!  
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January 16, 2022 
  Wise and Foolish Builder  

Matthew 7:24-27 
 

 

Jesus says following his teaching is like 
building a house on a rock—a firm foundation. 

But people who don’t follow Jesus’ teaching are 
like people who build their houses on sand. The 

houses will fall when storms arise. Jesus is 
trustworthy, a firm foundation for our lives. 

 

“For the word of the Lord holds true, and we can trust everything he does” (Psalm 33:4). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about someone you trust and why you trust that person.  

Family Together Time 
Use this fun family snack to remember that Jesus 
is a trustworthy foundation.  

• Grab some graham crackers and a sticky 
food, such as frosting, Nutella, or peanut 
butter. 

• Work together to build graham cracker 
houses. Try different methods to build 
strong houses. 

• After you’ve made two or three houses, 
determine which one you think is strongest, 
and why. 

• Eat your snacks as you talk about ways 
you’ve seen Jesus help you when you felt 
weak. Yum! 
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