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“Delta and Omicron and…Oh my GOD!” as a plea for relief 
and deliverance.

Lamentations 3:55- 57 guides us in our plea: “I called on your 
name, LORD, from the depths of the pit. You heard my pleas: 
Do not close your ears to my cry for relief. You came near when I 
called you, and you said, “Do not fear.” Friends, like David, Job, 
Jeremiah and many in our Judeo-Christian tradition before us, 
it is faithful not faithless in the dark epoch of COVID to cry 
out to God, to assert your plea, “Oh my God help!” When we 
cry out, the Lord comes, often in ways that we may only sense 
and feel and be comforted in the midst of this portion of life 
that is unknown, uncharted and unfriendly.

Secondly, like the fictious characters I note, we walk with God 
and even while “physically distancing” as a body of Christ and 
world community we are to lock arms and walk together. Every 
single one of us needs support when facing desolation and 
difficulty. While not a hymn, in my youth Carole King wrote a 
popular song that expresses what can be expressed as a truth of 
God (he comes when we call) and encourage all of us to be as 
human being.

When you’re down and troubled
And you need some lovin’ care….

You just call out my name
And you know, wherever I am
I’ll come runnin’
To see you again
Winter, spring, summer or fall
All you have to do is call
And I’ll be there
You’ve got a friend

God bless you as you cry out to the one who surely comes to 
relieve us.

God bless you as you lock arms with those who are fearful and 
nervous about the rest of this journey, be a good Christian 
friend.

   Pastor Mike

Lions and Tigers and…”Oh my!”
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CONTACT US:

The Wizard of Oz is one of my favorite 
movies and I have watched it every year 
in memory from the black and white 
days of my parents’ basement, through 
the amazing discovery in a college dorm 
room “Oz” was in living color, to my 
recent viewing during the holidays. 
Because in a pastor’s life everything in 
life at some point or another becomes a 
vehicle of the gospel, one scene arrested 

my attention this year as very connected to our today.

Dorothy and boys (Scarecrow, Tin Man and the Lion) are at 
the edge of the haunted forest and, knowing that the path to 
the Great Wizard leads through it, point their faces towards 
Oz and begin the fearful journey. Two things jumped off my 
screen this year – they acknowledge the danger chanting; 
“Lions and Tigers and Bears (then with emphasis add) OH 
MY” and they lock arms and enter it together. 

Through this leg of the dark and fearful journey that is 
the COVID epoch, we have experienced many life events; 
birthdays, job changes, illness, and the resurrection to eternal 
life of several of our Marion Methodist saints at the hands of 
the virus. We are rightfully leery and fearful of what is ahead 
of us because we have not traveled a path like this one before, 
the destination is unknown, and the path has shown itself to 
be ripe with difficulties.

What grabbed me on Thanksgiving weekend as I watched 
“Oz” were the parallels to where we are right now. Our 
journey began with clear instructions to “flatten the 
curve” but the virus has shown itself to be a virus and has 
proliferated our troubles. Rightfully leery (not making light of 
our real struggles), many of us in deep chagrin have uttered 
something to the effect of “Delta and Omicron and…. OH 
MY.” 

The acknowledgement of troubles is human and faithful. The 
lament, long a staple of the Christian faith, is very useful to 
those who stand in a path through deep darkness. The lament 
is an expression of our sorrow and a cry out to God for relief 
or deliverance. The lament in our time is found in the “Oh 
my!” Appropriately the faithful Christian is not wrong to say, 



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS: 
January 10:  Robert (Bob) Ebeling, husband of Kathy 
Ebeling and father of Michael (Maddison) Ebeling. 

January 17:  Robert (Bob) Murray, husband of 
Sherry Murray and father of Allen (Rhonda) Murray 
and Dave (Teresa) Murray. Family also includes 
grandchildren, Brad and Cally Murray, Eddie and 
Amanda (Murray) Rose and Steve and Jamie Murray, 
and great-grandchildren Kellan, Breyson, Scarlett, and 
Stella Murray, Chandler, Emmett and Laynei Rose and 
Norah and Arlo Murray.

January Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

4:12 STUDENT MINISTRIES meet 
every Wednesday in the Sanctuary.

Middle School (Grades 5-8)  6:30 - 7:30 PM
High School (Grades 9-12)  7:30 - 9:00 PM



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget     Text GEN
Generous Campaign   Text GENEROUS

Take a look at our Education, Service, 
Hospitality & Connections, and Worship 

opportunities to get involved! Click on the Get 
Involved button on the Church App or visit our 

website at 
www.MarionMethodist.org/Serve

Pastoral Care Message – God’s Word
The LORD bless you and keep you:
25The LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you:
26The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
Numbers 6:24-26

For many years my dad would use this passage 
from scripture as a benediction to close the Sunday 
morning services so I know I’ve heard it hundreds of 
times.  These beautiful words are embedded in my 
heart and I can easily recite them from memory even 
though it’s been decades since Dad spoke them from 
the pulpit.  This blessing was given by God to Moses 
to share with the Israelites while they were on their journey from Egypt to 
the promised land, a reminder that God was always with them and that God 
had claimed them as his people.  His blessings would be forever upon them 
because they were his.

Memorizing scripture has never been easy for me, but 
there are certain passages, that I can call to mind, at least 
in part, and know where they’re found in the Bible.  These 
are great sources of comfort, encouragement, assurance, 
and more, depending on the day and the reason for calling 
them to mind.  However, it’s not just important to know 
scripture or be able recite it perfectly, but to understand 

the context, and the applicability it has for us in our lives today.

The book of Romans, written to the church in Rome by the apostle Paul, is 
not an easy book to read, yet there are nuggets in this book that are highly 
applicable and relevant for us.  One that especially grabs my heart is Romans 
8:38-39:
For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Not only do I believe that these words are completely true and trustworthy, 
they’ve been of great comfort and reassurance to me at many times in my 
life.  When we were planning my brother’s funeral seven and a half years ago, 
I asked Pastor Mike to use this passage in his service.  In those moments, 
more than ever, I needed to be reminded that my brother, who was raised 
in the church alongside me, who knew God and trusted Jesus, but whose 
life had taken turns in so many wrong directions, was ultimately in God’s 
precious care and nothing could break that connection.

Only through God’s holy word, do we come to know God and learn to 
trust in his unchanging, living word and to believe that his promises are 
trustworthy and true.  Only in scripture do we come to know Jesus, who is 
the Word,
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  John 1:14

In this new year, I am striving to come to know and love God’s word more 
deeply and richly and find those passages to claim and embed in my heart 
and soul.  It’s the one thing that can never be taken from us and will change 
our lives in ways we can’t begin to imagine.  May your new year be saturated 
with God’s word.

God’s blessings to you!
Vicki

Growth Groups
Join a Growth Group 
and enjoy Bible study, 
fellowship, prayer, and service 
opportunities with others.

For more information contact 
Jen Digmann at JDigmann@
MarionMethodist.org

Thank You
Thank you to all the bakers at Marion 
Methodist for the cookies.  We were able 
to plate 165 dozen and still had 3 generous 
trays for the folks out at Marion Senior 
Living.  

You are truly sharing people.  

The ladies of the UMW



Playground at Marion Methodist
In October of last year, we were challenged by a $10,000 matching grant to raise funds to build a playground at Marion 
Methodist. Through the generous giving by many of you, we have raised over $50,000 and now are making plans to install our 
playground in May of this year.

In April, the Playground Committee will be asking for volunteers to help with the installation. All install activities will be 
professionally supervised to ensure the safety of the volunteers and all those that will use the playground in the future.

Thank you, Marion Methodist, as this dream comes closer to reality.
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January 23, 2022 
Jesus Eats With Sinners  

at Matthew’s House 
Matthew 9:9-13 

 

 

Jesus asks a tax collector named Matthew to 
be his disciple. Tax collectors were known for 
being greedy, cheating men. So when Jesus 

went to Matthew’s house, religious leaders got 
mad. But Jesus came for everyone—and those 
who are the worst sinners need him the most. 

 

“When Jesus heard this, he said, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do’ ” 
(Matthew 9:12).  

 

Talk About This… 
• Who are some people you know that others treat like outcasts?  
• What’s one thing you can do to show them Jesus loves them? 

 

Through the Week 
• Think of someone at school, at work, or in 

your neighborhood you don’t know very 
well.  

• Think of a way you can show kindness to 
that person this week. For example, get to 
know him or her or share a snack with that 
person. 

• Pray and ask Jesus to show you someone 
who needs a friend. 

• At the end of the week, tell each other how 
it went! 
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January 30, 2022 

Jesus Heals a Lame Man by a Pool 
John 5:1-18 

 

 

Jesus goes to a pool where sick people often 
hang out hoping to be healed by the power of 

the bubbling water in the pool. One lame man is 
never able to get there soon enough, so Jesus 
heals him. The religious leaders get mad, but 

Jesus is God, and he tells them so. 

 

“But Jesus replied, ‘My Father is always working, and so am I’ ” (John 5:17). 

Talk About This… 
• What can Jesus do because he’s God? 

Through the Week 
• Get everybody to make a sign with his or 

her name at the top. For example: “Jordan 
is...” 

• Hang the signs. 
• Throughout the week, write kind 

descriptions of each person. For example, 
“Jordan is...kind, athletic, thoughtful, 
encouraging.” 

• At the end of the week, talk about how you 
know those things about each other. 

• Remind your family that we know who God 
is because we can see who Jesus is, and 
Jesus is God. 

• Challenge each other to show other people 
who Jesus is by acting like him. 

 

 

 


	1-21-22 Final
	Take Home Jan 23
	Take Home Jan 30

