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Matthew 1:21 proclaims “Jesus Saves”: She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins. In this whole miraculous sequence 
of events; a virgin becomes pregnant by the Holy Spirit, Joseph 
agrees with the message of the angel, both he and Mary look 
towards a life of some humiliation given the miraculous nature 
of their testimony and God speaks after centuries of silence. 
They are the actors and we are the recipients.

Genesis 3 shows us that humanity is in need of salvation. 
No different from the first humans, we see the Word of God, 
come to know it and then, in our hearts, minds and behavior, 
challenge it. Like those first humans, when we put our opinions 
and behaviors over those God instructs and encourages us to 
affiliate with, we sin and need rescue. We have drifted from 
God and the boy born of a virgin we celebrate this week has 
come to save us, rescue us, bring us to be again at one with God 
if only we receive him as our Savior. That is Simply Christmas.

Matthew 1:22-23 exclaims “Jesus Stays!” All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).  Please understand 
the significance. If you were saved from drowning, your rescuer 
would make sure you were OK and life was restored to you and 
then s/he would go on their way, wishing you good luck with 
the rest of your life.

Christmas says to us that not only are we so valuable to God 
that he comes to save us, but that he chooses, as the Sovereign 
Lord of the universe, to stay with you and me from now 
through forever. Jesus Saves and then he stays – that is Simply 
Christmas. Truly, I hope you enjoy your gatherings, gifts and 
goings and more than anything I pray that you truly embrace 
Christmas Simply because it is here.

    Pastor Mike

Simply Christmas is Here

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

Friday and Saturday this week we 
celebrate the simple truth – Christmas 
is here! We all love the simple truth of 
Christmas that we have a God who saves 
and stays.

Unquestionably, we truly desire to 
contemplate and richly embrace “Simply 
Christmas” this weekend, and if you 

and your family and friends are like most Americans we 
still complicate Christmas. That’s not our intent but we have 
and will spend a lot of time focused on gathering with our 
people. We will imbed ourselves in a flurry of preparations 
for our gathering(s). Cleaning, cooking, running errands 
and attending to all the human things that relationships and 
relatives bring at a gathering.

Hopefully when you read this you have all the gifts you 
lovingly and thoughtfully desire to give at your gatherings. 
Though we know it is not our birthday, the gifts we give 
during this season come with emotional attachments that we 
wish weren’t there but reside in our reality. When s/he opened 
it, was that a look of “this is wonderful” or “what were they 
thinking buying me this” or “I hope the receipt is in the box.” 
Couple these thoughts with our own Christian concern with 
receiving extravagant gifts when we have everything we need 
and Christmas can be less than simple. 

Simply Christmas can become “complicated Christmas” 
with our plans of going. The excitement of being away from 
work and going to visit family, friends, a mountain or beach 
can complicate Christmas too. Arrangements need to be 
made, suitcases packed and then of course Iowa weather 
can complicate our going. My Christmas goings have been 
complicated over the years by ice storms, the inability to 
even find a hot dog or anything for my girls to eat along Hwy 
20 and last year’s 7AM to 5:30PM stranding in the CEDAR 
RAPIDS airport. 

All that to say this. This week drink in the profound message 
that is Simply Christmas. Let your Christmas 2021 boil down 
to “Jesus Saves” and “Jesus Stays.” 



TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Pastoral Care Corner – Christmas Peace
My cousin and her husband lived on a farm outside Plymouth, 
Indiana for many years.  It became a favorite 
destination for us throughout our kids’ 
childhoods and teen years.  We frequently spent 
the long Labor Day weekend out in the country 
with them and occasionally spent a few days 
before or after Christmas on the farm.  Our 
kids loved everything about our trips there, 
driving the lawn tractor, trips back to the timber, playing outside from 
dawn till dark, and all the wonderful activities they planned when we 
visited.

The trips at Christmas were especially fun, pulling the kids on sleds 
behind the old pickup, making Christmas 
crafts, watching movies beside the wood 
burning stove and playing games.  It was 
always so cozy and a perfect place to spend 
a few days as we celebrated the holidays 
together.  Our family slept upstairs on our 

visits, which was pretty chilly in December as there wasn’t any heat 
upstairs other than what came through the open grate registers on the 
floors.  But it felt wonderful to snuggle under a pile of quilts and see 
the moon shining through the windows each night.

There was a special quiet beauty on the farm at Christmastime, 
oftentimes looking out the window and seeing 
deer across the road, or in the fields around the 
house.  You could almost imagine the farm and 
apple orchard in the movie “Prancer” was just 
down the road, especially since the movie was 
filmed just over the state line in Michigan.  And 
you could swear you could hear the sound of bells on reindeer if you 
happened to be outside at night.

 Ralph and I took a walk down the road one clear, cold night after 
supper, and it felt like the multitude of stars 
were so close you could touch them on that 
crisp winter evening.  It was so peaceful that 
night my soul just 
drank in the quiet and 

the magnificence of God’s creation displayed 
across the sky.  In that moment I thought “This 
was what it had to be like the night Jesus was 
born” and my heart warmed with the splendor 
of God’s plan for the Prince of Peace to be born and live among us.

If you watch the news you know this world is not a peaceful place, 
but the peace that resides in our hearts at Christmas and all the rest 
of the year is not based on current events but the peace that we have 
in knowing our Savior Jesus Christ.  When we come to know and 
love Jesus, and accept him as our Lord and Savior there’s a peace that 
washes over us that can never be taken away.  Even in the midst of 
grief and loss, in the pain of a loved one’s cancer diagnosis, or hearing 
of yet another shooting or storm that destroys a town, we can have 
peace.  Our peace comes from knowing we are forgiven and cherished 
by a God who will never leave or desert us, who came as Emmanuel, 
our God with us.

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every 
way. The Lord be with you all.  2 Thessalonians 3:16

God’s blessing to you!
Vicki

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who attended and supported 
our ringers at the Handbell Christmas Presentation! 
Thank you for your generous support of the Marion 
Food Pantry in non-perishable food items and cash 
donations!

A big shout out to Diane Beach, piano and organ; 
Diana Knight, synthesizer and BIG chimes; Dawn 
Sloan, tubular bells and glockenspiel; and Eli Bushlack, 
suspended cymbal, wood block and wind chimes! 
You enhanced the program and we cannot thank you 
enough!

We had great behind-the-scenes help from the tech-
team, the nursery and the connections team. Thank you 
for your support and assistance. We really appreciate 
your efforts.

A big thank you to the United Methodist Men who 
outdid themselves with the wonderful homemade 
soups, brownies and ice cream! The fellowship that 
went along with the meal was a perfect way to end the 
afternoon!

During this time of advent, take time to appreciate the 
gift of salvation given to each of us from God, in His 
Son, Christ Jesus!

Merry Christmas!

Thank you
Thank you so much to the men of Marion 
Methodist for the help you have given us here at 
Kenwood Park!

Card Shower
Please help Wes Follensbee celebrate a huge 
milestone.  

He will be 95 on December 22!!

Cards can be sent to him at:
The Views of Marion
720 Oakbrook Dr.
Marion, IA  52302



Joys and Concerns
December Food Pantry Item - Pudding and 
Gelatin Mixes

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign Text GENEROUS

Hy Vee Reciepts
United Methodist 
Women are continuing 
to collect Hy Vee 
receipts to divide 

between Linn-Mar and Marion schools.  
These monies are used to make purchases 
that they wouldn’t be able to afford 
otherwise.   There’s a box on the UMW shelf 
of the mission cupboard in the northwest 
corner of the center to deposit your receipts.   
Thank you so much.

Year-End Giving for 2021
As 2021 closes, our final deposit will be made on 
Friday, December 31st at 10:00AM. For your gifts 
or offerings to be included with your 2021 Giving 
Statement they must be received at the church office 
by that time. If you have any questions or special 
circumstances, please contact John Terry at 377-4856.
 
If gifts or offerings are received or postmarked in 2021, 

they are recorded in 2021. If the gift or offering is received or postmarked in 
2022, then it is recorded in 2022.
Thank you for your continued support for the ministries of Marion 
Methodist. Everything that we do – all the lives that we impact – everything 
is possible because of your gifts and offerings.
Thank you – Your Stewardship Committee

Thank You
We are so thankful for all the help and 
meals we’ve received following Peg’s fall and 
broken hip in November.  While she was 
recuperating, I also needed help with my daily 
needs and the extra help I received was greatly 
appreciated.  We hope to be able to return to 
church before the end of the month.

Special thanks to:  Mike Anderson, Jay 
Quimby, Greg Tallman, Eric Brown, Tom 
Padley, Adam Britton, Henry Schmoll, Don 
Glueck, and Gary Garthwaite.

John and Peg Slusher



New Bible Studies Starting in January

Register for your Bible Study today at www.MarionMethodist.org/Adult-Discipleship . 
Sermon on the Mount Bible Study 

Sundays at 9:20-1010AM in 
Room W50 Starting January 9th

Led by Gregg and Becky Tallman

What does it mean to “seek first the kingdom 
of God” in our relationships, values, 

ambitions, finances and commitments? Jesus’ answer to these 
questions amazed those who first heard the Sermon on the 
Mount. In this twelve-session LifeGuide® Bible Study, you’ll 
dig deep into his startling and challenging message--the 
greatest sermon ever preached.  

Financial Peace University 
Tuesday Evenings 6:00-7:00PM in 

Room W50 
Class Orientation January 11th  

Led by Paul Rodriguez

When debt isn’t holding you back, 
nothing can stop you from living the life of your dreams 

(yeah, that one you’re thinking about right now). And here’s 
the good news: You can get there. You just need a plan that 

works. That’s Financial Peace University—only available 
inside a Ramsey+ membership. FPU is the nine-lesson 

course that teaches you the step-by-step plan—aka the Baby 
Steps—to pay off debt fast and save more money for your 

future.

Get your Ramsey+ membership through Marion 
Methodist for awesome savings! Membership available for 

$70 when purchased through our church. Scholarships 
are also available. Contact Jen Digmann at jdigmann@

MarionMethodist.org or (319) 329-9635 for details. 

Basic Bible: The Books of Exodus
Wednesday Evenings 
Starting January 12th 

In-person in Room W50 6:30-7:30PM or 
on Zoom 7:45-8:45PM 

Led by Pastor Mike Morgan

Designed for beginners to the Bible, who have likely never taken 
a Bible study.

This January we will be studying Exodus. Next fall we will begin 
the New Testament by reading the Gospel of Matthew. You are 

invited to get on and stay on for the whole ride, join at any time 
and/or move to a class at the next level at any time. Please join 

Pastor Mike for this study in room W50.

Sermon Series Bible Study: Recovering
Wednesday Evenings 6:30-7:30PM in 

Room W30 
Starting January 12th 

Led by Judy Schnittjer

Recovering series is all about reclaiming ‘forgotten’ or rarely 
used words in Christian practice that are crucial to living 
a life of faith.  During this series, we will be looking to the 
Scriptures to recover the important themes of Covenant, 

Repentance, and Holiness.  The sermons and growth group 
curriculum for this 3-week series will focus on embracing 
these aspects of faith into our daily life and journey with 

Jesus.  Please consider signing up to join a growth group for 
our Recovering series.
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December 26th, 2021 
Jesus Heals People 

Luke 4:38-40; 5:12-16 
 

When Simon’s mother-in-law is sick with a bad 
fever, Jesus heals her. People bring Jesus 

others who have many different diseases, and 
Jesus heals them just by touching them. Later a 
man with leprosy begs Jesus to heal him, and 

Jesus does. Jesus heals us! 

 

“No matter what their diseases were, the touch of his hand healed every one” (Luke 4:40). 

Family Discussion 
• What’s the worst part about being sick? 

• What helps you feel better when you’re sick? 
• What’s a way you need Jesus to help you feel better? 

 

Sick and Healed 
Play this fun game as a family to experience the 
power of healing. 

• Decide on some challenges you can do 
such as: build a block tower, make a bed, 
move toys from one basket to another, or 
make sure all the lights are off. The 
challenges should be basic, everyday 
things. 

• Give family members each a limitation such 
as having to cross their legs, keep their 
eyes closed, or keep one hand behind their 
back. 

• Have everyone attempt to do the 
challenges with their limitations. 

• Talk about how it felt to do those challenges 
with the limitation. 

• Talk about how being sick or injured can 
limit us. 

• Thank Jesus that he can heal us!  

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week. 

• Get out several adhesive bandages. 
• Each morning, choose the name of 

someone your family knows who needs 
healing—whether physical or emotional. 

• Write that person’s name on a bandage for 
each family member. 

• Have everyone wear the bandage 
throughout the day and pray for that person 
whenever they notice the bandage. 
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January 2, 2022 
Jesus Forgives a Paralyzed Man 

Luke 5:17-26 
 

Four friends of a paralyzed man decide to get 
Jesus’ help. Unable to get through the crowds, 

the four friends lower their paralyzed friend 
through the roof on his mat. Jesus offers 
forgiveness first and then healing. Jesus 

forgives us, and that’s the best kind of healing. 

 

“Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the man, ‘Young man, your sins are forgiven’ ” (Luke 5:20). 

Family Discussion 
• Tell about a time someone forgave you. 
• Tell about a time you felt guilty for a while. 

• How do you feel knowing that Jesus will always forgive you? 
 

Forgive and Forget 
Do this experiment to show God’s forgiveness. 

• Give everyone a few squares of toilet 
paper and a washable marker. 

• Have everyone write or draw something 
on the toilet paper.  

• Fill a cup with warm water. 
• Put everyone’s toilet paper in the cup. 
• After at least 30 seconds, take the toilet 

paper out of the cup. Spread it out if you 
can. If not, you can still see that the words 
are totally gone. 

• Flush the toilet paper as you thank Jesus 
for forgiving all your sins. 

 

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week. 

• Whenever you do laundry, put a 
“forgiveness” note in the clean laundry 
piles for your kids. Write something about 
Jesus’ forgiveness washing us clean like 
the clothes. 

• Encourage kids to leave notes in the 
laundry area, by the dishwasher, or by 
other cleaning supplies. 
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