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Messiah is coming and it changes everything. This is the Simply 
Christmas Message, “the Messiah comes!”

Joseph, a man in the lineage of David the king, is told his 
spouse is pregnant by the Holy Spirit, will give birth and Joseph 
is to “give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21b) Joseph’s struggle with the 
pregnancy (which is very real) set aside, proclaims a second 
simple message of the Incarnation of God. Not only does God 
come in fully human form, He comes to reverse the order 
of human life. He comes to save us from all that ruins our 
relationship with God and tarnishes the purity of our eternal 
soul. That forgiveness and restoration is our greatest human 
need! This is the Simply Christmas message, “Jesus Saves!”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord has said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us.”) 
These words from Matthew 1:22-23 are so empowering for our 
faith life. The person who receives full forgiveness from their 
sins from Christ is incredibly grateful for the clean slate and we 
know full cleansing is temporary unless we continue to live in 
communion with the Lord. That is the Immanuel message. It is 
not enough for the Lord to forgive us fully (which is amazing!) 
He knows we are not fully able to go it alone, so he stays. The 
promise in the Incarnation is that God comes and dwells with 
us and invites us to dwell with Him now and forever. This is the 
Simply Christmas message, “God stays!”

My admonishment to all of us for Christmas 2021 is to 
embrace the truth of the Simply Christmas message:

• The Messiah Comes
• Jesus Saves
• God Stays with us forever
• 

That is Simply Christmas.

   Pastor Mike

Simply Christmas: Come, Save, Stay!

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care
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CONTACT US:

Christmas 2020 was so different for all 
of us. Not worshipping in person from 
mid-November through the first week in 
January, the church staff and musicians 
crafted Advent worship services and daily 
music drops to help the separated church 
experience Advent together though 
dispersed. Several of our members made 
300 simple wooden nativities that you 

drove out and picked up in a bag filled with other elements 
including candles and glo-sticks for our Christmas Eve 
services. Christ was celebrated at Christmas in 2020 through 
Marion Methodist, no question about it, and we missed some 
of our many annual traditions.

Sunday, “O Come all Ye Faithful”, our annual Christmas 
Handbell Presentation was held to seemingly record crowds 
and hundreds of you stayed to dine together on fabulous 
soups and fixings prepared by our men. It was in every 
way, Simply Christmas. Also on Sunday last, bag upon bag 
of Christmas gifts piled up in the center as your generous 
hearts assisted a hundred families in providing gifts for their 
children through our partnership with Marion Cares. It 
was in every way, Simply Christmas. This Sunday, the 12th, 
the choir and orchestra will present at both services the 
Christmas message in music. I encourage you to invite your 
friends to either of our morning services and promise you it 
will be Simply Christmas.

Your preaching team has embraced the message Simply 
Christmas in the pulpit this Advent focusing on one scripture, 
Matthew 1. From it’s first verse to its last, it is Simply 
Christmas and the message we need, pandemic or not.

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about….” 
(Matthew 1:18a) begins the Christmas message. The telling of 
the coming of the Messiah is told in very simple terms. In just 
a handful of sentences, the transformation of human history 
is announced. The news that millions had been waiting 
for, that had been told of by the prophets had arrived. The 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Pastoral Care Corner – Waiting
I love the Christmas song “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the 

Year”, especially the Andy Williams version.  This 
season is wonderful because there’s so much to look 
forward to:  finding that perfect gift for a loved one, 
making your favorite cookies or candy to share 
with neighbors, decorating the house with the 
precious things you love to set out for Christmas, 
and of course the anticipation of Christmas Eve and 

Christmas day when many gather with family and friends to worship 
together and celebrate the holiday.

Anticipation – it permeates this season and makes the waiting 
so challenging.  When I was a kid, our holidays were never a big 
gathering of family and friends.  My maternal grandparents would 
usually come and stay for a few days, but that would be about it.  
One of the parsonages we lived in had one especially large bedroom 
which my brothers shared with a spare bed where I’d sleep to give 
up my bed for my grandparents.  Not much sleep was happening on 
Christmas Eve as the 3 of us whispered late into the night, wondering 
if Santa had come yet, if it was time to get up to check our presents 
under the tree, and would the night ever end so we could finally go 
downstairs.

Anticipation – our spirits seem kind of restless this time 
of year when we think of all there is to plan and get ready 
as the calendar winds down towards Christmas:  gifts 
to buy, cards to send, decorations to put up, and food to 
make, not to mention arranging everyone’s schedules to 
try and be together as much as possible over the holiday.  
For the first time ever we may be celebrating as a family a 
week ahead of or after Christmas.  Our grandson Parker 
has the opportunity to go to Florida with his high school marching 
band and they leave 2 days after Christmas.  With the holiday on a 
weekend and all of us involved in our own churches’ observances, 
being all together on Christmas Day may not be an option this year.

Anticipation – in the midst of all the logistics and planning that 
we get caught up in during December, consider channeling those 
feelings of anticipation and waiting towards the coming of the Christ 
child.  Jesus’ birth and presence among us is the gift from God that 
exceeds anything that we could ever want or need, and is a gift that 
was given because God knew how much we needed a Savior.  This 
season of Advent is a time of remembrance and thanksgiving, for all 
the mighty works of God, but especially that most precious gift of a 
babe born in a manger, the moment God stepped onto the very earth 
he had created, and became one with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

God’s people had waited and prayed for a Savior, for the Messiah, 
for centuries.  They prayed for God’s deliverance which came, as we 
know, in the form of a tiny baby.  Even though we know and celebrate 
that Christ has come, we still wait for his return, that glorious 
moment when God’s creation will be restored and He will dwell 
among us here on earth once again.  That is why we wait:

O come, O come Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
December 3:  Ada Louise Moore, daughter of 
Corey and Jamie Moore

BAPTISMS:
December 19:  Piper Tiernan, daughter of 
Jamie and Dana Tiernan

DEATHS:
November 26:  Marlene Scadden

November 26:  Brian Barkdoll, husband of 
Tasha Barkdoll and father of Nash, Rolyan  
and Boston Barkdoll.  Family includes Brian’s 
parents John and Denise Barkdoll.

November 28:  Jack Barker, husband of 
Doris Barker and father of Cheryl (Mark) 
Klopfenstein

December 2:  Dick Dircks, husband of Pam 
Dircks

December Food Pantry Item - Pudding and 
Gelatin Mixes

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Take a look at our Education, Service, Hospitality & Connections, and 
Worship opportunities to get involved! Click on the Get Involved button 

on the Church App or visit our website at 
www.MarionMethodist.org/Serve

Children’s Candlelight Memorial 
Service

The service is held annually across the world 
on the second Sunday in December at 7:00 PM 
in every time zone. The service is to remember 
and commemorate children of any age that have 
died. It is a precious time of memorial, blessing 
and prayer. If you or someone in your circle 
of family and friends have lost a child, please 
encourage them or invite them to attend with 
you.
Marion Methodist had been home to the 
Children’s Candlelight memorial service from 
2009 through the COVID cancelled service 
of 2020. This year, the committee has selected 
the newly renovated sanctuary of Lovely Lane 
United Methodist Church 2424 42nd St. NE 
(across from CR Kennedy) for the December 
12th service. The memory of the righteous is 
forever blessed.

Children’s Candlelight Memorial Service
Lovely Lane United Methodist Church

 2424 42nd St. NE
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Daily Christmas Music Blessing
Again this year, our music team will be releasing a Christmas music blessing 

each day at 5:30 PM on our Facebook page, our YouTube Channel and on 
our website’s Watch-Live button.  



As parents and guardians, the number of social media 
platforms (TikTok, Facebook, Snapchat, Houseparty, etc) 
that students have access to seems endless.  New social media 
platforms are constantly being developed and shared with our 
youth.  Our youth are more connected now than ever before.  
Our schools work to promote positive digital citizenship 
and how to use the internet and digital tools appropriately; 
however, at times, students may engage in or encounter 
cyberbullying.  

Cyberbullying is the intentional and repeated use of a digital-
communication tool (such as the internet and cell phones) to 
make another person feel sad, angry, or scared.  Cyberbullying 
can happen over text, social media messaging, or through 
digital comments.  Examples of cyberbullying include posting 
embarrassing photos or videos on social media and spreading 
rumors online or through text/group chats.

Although cyberbullying is all around us, there are some 
things that parents and guardians can do to help their child 
have a positive experience on social media and hopefully 
avoid cyberbullying or at least minimize its effects. One thing 
parents can do is maintain open and honest communication 
with their children. This will hopefully allow children to feel 
comfortable sharing if they are experiencing or witnessed 
cyberbullying so the situation can be handled as soon as 
possible. Another thing parents can do is set boundaries when 
it comes to internet usage and go over internet safety. Lastly, if 
possible, have technology located in a central location in your 
home so you can monitor what your child is doing online. 

Unfortunately, there is no guaranteed way to prevent your child 
from experiencing or witnessing cyberbullying. However, we 
do hope that this article will help you understand more about 
what you can do to help, as well as help you start a conversation 
with your child about cyberbullying, online safety and what to 
do if they do experience it.

Common signs of cyberbullying vary, but may include:
• Being emotionally upset during or after using the 

internet or the phone.
• Being very secretive or protective of one’s digital life 

(computers, tablets, phones, smart watches).
• Spending more time than usual in their room.
• Withdrawing from or lack of interest in family 

members, friends, and activities.
• Avoiding community, school, or group gatherings.
• Slipping grades and “acting out” in anger at home.
• Changes in mood, behavior, sleep, or appetite.
• Suddenly wanting to stop using the computer or 

device.
• Being nervous or jumpy when getting a message, text, 

or email.
• Avoiding discussions about computer or phone 

activities, or getting upset when the topic is brought 
up.

Source: Cyberbullying (for Parents) - Nemours KidsHealth

Cyberbullying

Wednesday Night Meal 
Volunteers Needed

Wednesday Night Meals at Marion 
Methodist are coming back, and we need 
your help! This is a time of fellowship 
and food as we gather before our 
Wednesday evening activities. This is 
a weekly event (September-May) that 
reaches ministries across the church 
from choir, Pathfinders children’s 
ministry, 4:12 youth group, adult 
discipleship Bible studies and Growth 
Groups. We need four volunteers to 
coordinate and run our Wednesday Night 
meals. If you are excited about helping 
our church family gather together for 
this event please contact Jen Digmann 
at jdigmann@MarionMethodist.org or 
(319) 329-9635.

Celebrate the Advent Season
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December 12th, 2021 
Nicodemus Visits Jesus at Night  

John 3:1-21 
 

One night, a Pharisee named Nicodemus asks 
Jesus some questions. He finds out that Jesus 

gives us eternal life. All we have to do is believe 
that God sent Jesus because he loves us so 

much! 
 

 

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 

Family Discussion 
• If you could join Jesus and Nicodemus’ 

conversation, what questions would you 
ask? 

 

Mobius Strips 
Your child may have already made a Mobius-strip 
bracelet in class. If so, let him or her lead this fun 
family activity. Otherwise, just follow the steps 
below. 

1. Cut a long, thin strip of paper for each 
family member. 

2. Have everyone write the words of John 3:16 
on the strip of paper, front and back. (If you 
have non-readers, help with this part.) 

3. Have everyone decorate around the words 
with squiggles, hearts, or other fun shapes. 

4. Have everyone tape the two ends of the 
strip together, twisting the strip one time 
before taping.  

5. You’ve just made a Mobius strip! You can 
trace a line on it and never reach an end.  

6. Hang the Mobius strips to remind you that 
Jesus gives us eternal life. 

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week. 

1. Set a timer that you can keep running all 
week. You could use a timer on your phone 
or computer that runs in the background. 

2. Periodically throughout the week, when 
your family is together, have everyone 
guess how much time has passed since 
you set the timer. Then check to see who is 
closest. 

3. Talk about how time has a start and finish 
on earth, but in heaven there’s no time—
just forever. 
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December 19th, 2021 
Jesus Is Rejected 

Luke 4:16-30 
 

Jesus visits his hometown synagogue and 
reads some words from the book of Isaiah 

about coming to help the captives and the blind. 
He also says that he came for everyone, not 
just Jews. The people of Nazareth were not 
pleased to hear that Jesus loves everyone. 

 

“When Jesus heard this, he told them, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have 
come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners” (Mark 2:17). 

Family Discussion 
• How is Jesus’ love different from your love? 

• Who’s someone you have a hard time showing Jesus’ love to? 
• What can you do this week to show that person Jesus’ love? 

 

How I Show Love 
Play this game as a family to learn more about how 
to show one another Jesus’ love.  

• Have family members take turns being the 
“Voter.” 

• The Voter will choose one of the following 
sentence starters. Everyone else will say 
the answer they think best fits the Voter.  

• One thing I think Jesus loves about 
me is... 

• It makes me feel loved when... 
• I most like to show others love by... 
• I don’t feel loved when... 
• I’d like to show Jesus’ love to... 

• The Voter will select his or her favorite 
answer and explain why. 

• Play until everyone has been a Voter at 
least twice. (It’s okay to repeat questions.) 

• Talk about how you can use what you 
learned to show each other more love this 
week. 

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week. 

• When you’re out in public, look for people 
you don’t know. 

• Make up stories about those people. What 
do they like? What’s their family like? How 
are they hurting? 

• Try to see those people through Jesus’ 
loving eyes. 

• Pray together for the people you’ve seen, 
that they’ll know Jesus loves them. 

• If you have a chance, show the people 
Jesus loves them. 
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