November 26, 2021

Christmas – We’ve Never/Always Done it this way

Praise God, most of us reading this have
opportunity and ability so, though we may
be tired of Thanksgiving leftovers, we are
blessed to have them and “enjoy” the last
few bites of turkey, green bean casserole
and if you are lucky pecan pie. Further,
as we live among the blessed, our radio
stations/spotify channels have gone to
24-hour Christmas music, the stores have
sprung to life with sales and Christmas lights are everywhere.
Aren’t you glad?
Last year our Christmas festivities were muffled by our first
COVID Christmas and this year we yearn for something
more traditional, you know, like we’ve always done it. We all
know as the Delta variant has its tentacles all over the globe
part of that is possible. Allow me to guide you in a spiritual
direction for this month of preparation under the heading
“We’ve never/always done it this way.”

and they will call him Immanuel”[d] (which means “God with
us”).
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.
24

In your study of Matthew 1:18-24 you will find that we have
always celebrated at Christmas the truths:
• Jesus’ very name literally means the LORD saves and he
comes to save us from our sins.
• Jesus’ birth was anticipated for generations. The
prophets of Israel spoke of a child born of a virgin who
would be Immanuel – literally God with us.
• The birth of Jesus carries an eternal truth and at the
center of the narrative there are two human beings, our
examples of the ideal believer, Mary and Joseph, whose
faithful response is necessary to the Incarnation of
God.
• The birth of Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises
to unite his people with himself.

To my knowledge we have never preached the same biblical
text every Sunday of the Advent season. This year we will, so We may have never and always approached Christmas this way.
I encourage you to engage in – even memorize Matthew 1:1824 to immerse in the depth of the richness of God’s love for us Join us in person for worship or online every Sunday and on
in the birth of Christ.
Christmas Eve.
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about[a]: His 			
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before
they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the
law, and yet[b] did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he
had in mind to divorce her quietly.
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But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[c] because he
will save his people from their sins.”
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All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
22
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Pastoral Care Corner - Thanksgiving

We’ve just celebrated my favorite holiday – a day set aside to give
thanks for all our many blessings. Oh sure, there’s also a
lot of good food involved which is wonderful, time with
family which I’m very thankful for, but the emphasis of
the day is on giving thanks. Unfortunately, it seems as
though in the retail world anyway, Thanksgiving is the
forgotten holiday, relegated to a few shelves of napkins
and paper plates and a minimum of decorations that are
more fall than Thanksgiving.

Charge Conference Regarding Boy
Scouts Announced

The Reverend Moody Colorado has announced that
Marion Methodist will have a Charge Conference at
2 PM on Sunday, December 5th in the Center. The
Springville United Methodist Church as part of the
Marion City circuit will have a charge conference
concurrent to ours, also in the Center for the same
purpose.

Members of the church are invited to attend. The sole
issue of this charge conference is to fill out a ballot in
response to the class action lawsuit filed against the
Boy Scouts of America that has named chartering
organizations (like Marion Methodist and 5,000
other UM Churches) as defendants. The Scouts did
not prevail in the suit and were unable to meet the
$850M and have filed bankruptcy protection which
has exposed churches to potential monetary claims.
BSA and UMC lawyers have been working to lessen
our exposure and a detailed report will be given at
that time (we are not withholding it, we simply do not
possess it yet) to you. Please attend.
Most importantly, though the meeting is about liability
and money, the church is greatly grieved that so
many young persons were physically, spiritually and
psychologically harmed by an organization that was
designed for good and that their parents and church
leaders trusted. Marion Methodist prays that these
victims were able to heal during their lifetimes.

Charge Conference
Sunday, December 5th 2:00 PM
The Center 5050 REC Dr.

TV Broadcast

But spending a day giving thanks and, having the evidence of all that
God has provided right in front of me, that’s my kind of holiday. One
of the first Thanksgivings that Ralph and I spent together was our
freshman year of college. He was from Denver, Colorado and wasn’t
able to go home for the long weekend so I invited him to come home
with me so he didn’t have to hang out in the dorms.
I’ll never forget how stunned he looked as we sat down to the great
dinner mom had prepared, and he had to
deal with my younger brothers chattering
away and goofing around, my grandma
talking his leg off, and my dad staring
at him like dads do. He mostly sat with
his head down, focused on his food and
didn’t look up or say a word. I’m sure he
was more than grateful for the delicious
dinner so he could fill his mouth and not
have to say a thing to anyone. Somehow, he passed the test though
and we’ve been together ever since.
God’s chosen people, the Hebrews, really knew how to give thanks
and used every occasion to praise God for his love and providence
and they recounted throughout the generations of all God’s mighty
acts. When the ark hit dry land after the flood, Noah immediately
built an altar and thanked God with a burnt offering. Abraham and
Jacob built altars after their encounters with God to praise him and
give thanks for what he was doing or promised for their lives. We
read many hymns of thanksgiving in the Psalms:
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his love endures forever. Psalm 118:1
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples;
I will sing praises to you among the nations. Psalm 108:3
Before Jesus fed the thousands with baskets of bread and fish, he “took
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those
who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted.” John 6:11.
And the apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 6, make “melody to the Lord
with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Giving thanks to God happened repeatedly over the centuries and it’s
all included in the Bible, to read, encourage and urge us to give thanks
to our God for everything that he is and has done in our lives. And
not only did the Hebrews give thanks in numerous ways, they remembered and shared these memories generation after generation. That’s
what God’s people do – give thanks to him at all times and tell others
what God has done.

Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon God’s many blessings to you!
Vicki
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Joys and Concerns

BIRTHS:

October 28: Maren Rae White, daughter of
Bailey Wright and Matt White

BAPTISMS:

November 28: Ella Rae Miller, daughter of
Jordyn and Andrew Miller

DEATHS:

November 22: (Paul)Tom Ridge, husband of
Julie Ridge. Family includes daughter Nicole
Ridge and grandson Waldon.
November Food Pantry Item - Cake Mix
December Food Pantry Item - Pudding and
Geletin Mixes

Prayer Requests

You are also invited to bring canned soup, vegetables, and fruit to
church on Sunday, December 5 to benefit the Marion Food Pantry.

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or
praise, please use the Prayer button at the
end of the weekly email or on the church
website, www.marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to
pray for others, email Vicki Standley,
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code

Daily Christmas Music Blessing

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget 		
Generous Campaign		

Text GEN
Text GENEROUS

Again this year, our music team will be releasing a Christmas music blessing
Children’s Candlelight Memorial
each day at 5:30 PM starting on December 1st on our Facebook page, our
Service
YouTube Channel and on our website’s Watch-Live button.
The service is held annually across the world
on the second Sunday in December at 7:00 PM
in every time zone. The service is to remember
and commemorate children of any age that have
died. It is a precious time of memorial, blessing
and prayer. If you or someone in your circle
of family and friends have lost a child, please
encourage them or invite them to attend with
you.
Marion Methodist had been home to the
Children’s Candlelight memorial service from
2009 through the COVID cancelled service
of 2020. This year, the committee has selected
the newly renovated sanctuary of Lovely Lane
United Methodist Church 2424 42nd St. NE
(across from CR Kennedy) for the December
12th service. The memory of the righteous is
forever blessed.
Thank you! These Marion Methodists arrived at Kenwood Park United
Methodist Saturday, November 20 ready to work! These “many hands”
completed a large derecho recovery moving job in about an hour. Praise
God for your helping hearts!

Children’s Candlelight Memorial Service
Lovely Lane United Methodist Church
2424 42nd St. NE
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Advent opportunities

Two churches in the Marion City Circuit will be celebrating the Advent Season with
LIVING NATIVITIES and we are invited to attend.

Angel Holiday Assistance

Participating in the annual Marion
Cares Angel Holiday Assistance
Program. When you adopt a child,
you will purchase 4 gifts for that
child. Each child will average about
$80 total. When you adopt a child,
you purchase all four gifts, follow the
wrapping instructions for that child,
put all four gifts in the same garbage
bag together, and label the bag with
the Child Code.

For anyone who wants to participate
but is not able to spend $80, they
may “go in” on purchasing gifts with
others but it is critical that all 4 gifts
for a child are in the same garbage
bag when you drop the bag off. Gifts
in their labeled garbage bags will be
due for drop off at Marion Methodist
(5050 REC Drive) by Sunday,
December 5th. Adopt a child by
visiting the link on the Church App
or at www.MarionMethodist.org/
MarionCares.

November 28, 2021
Jesus Calls Disciples

Mark 1:16-20; John 1:35-51

Jesus calls four fishermen to follow him. They
immediately leave their nets to follow him. Jesus
also calls Philip, who recruits his friend
Nathanael. Nathanael is impressed by Jesus’
knowledge of him. Jesus changes all of these
men’s lives, and Jesus can change our lives, too.

“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a
new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

A New Creation

Repurpose trash to show how Jesus can make us
new.
1. Go through your trash and recycling to find
clean trash items. No banana peels or dirty
tissues!
2. Grab some tape, glue, and scissors.
3. Make new creations out of the old trash.
4. Read together 2 Corinthians 5:17.
5. Show off your new creations and talk about:
• How did you think of ways to use old
things in a new way?
• What are some ways Jesus makes us
new?

Through the Week

Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week.
1. To start, cut out 1-inch squares of paper in
different colors, and arrange them like
pixels to create artwork. Tape the pixels
onto a wall or fridge by rolling up tape on
the back.
2. Throughout the week, family members can
rearrange the pixels to make new art.
3. At the end of the week, talk about what you
saw, using these questions.
• What are some changes you noticed
in our art throughout the week?
• What are some changes you made?
• Which changes were your favorite?
• What are some things you’ve seen
Jesus change about you?

•
•

Family Discussion

•

What’s exciting to you about change?
What’s scary to you about change?
What do you think Jesus might want to
change in your life?
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December 5th,2021
Jesus Performs His First Miracle

John 2:1-12

Jesus is at a wedding in Cana when the hosts
run out of wine. Jesus asks servants to fill jars
with water and then makes wine that amazes
the guests! It’s the first time Jesus publicly
shows that Jesus has God’s power.

“This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his
disciples believed in him” (John 2:11).

Fill the Jar

Celebrate Jesus’ power with this fun family activity.
1. Get out a large jar and some sweetened
powdered drink mix.
2. Give everyone a cup of water.
3. Everyone will take turns giving examples of
Jesus’ power. These can be from the Bible
or personal experience.
4. For each example, that person will pour a
little water into the jar.
5. Continue until the jar is full. Then add some
powdered drink mix and watch the water
turn into “juice.”
6. Pray together that God will fill your lives
with his power.
7. Drink the juice together.

•

Through the Week

Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week.
1. Start out the week by unplugging everything
in your house that requires power (except
the refrigerator!). You could even unscrew
lightbulbs, too.
2. Whenever someone needs to use a
powered device, plug it in or screw in the
bulb. (Parents, help younger kids with this.)
3. At the end of the week, count how many
things you plugged in throughout the week.
4. Talk about these questions together:
• What would it be like to go a whole
week without any of these devices?
• Which would you miss the most?
Why?
• What would it be like not to have
Jesus’ power in your life?

Family Discussion

What does it show you about Jesus that his first miracle happened at a party?
• How do you know Jesus has power?
• What’s a way you need Jesus’ power?
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