November 12, 2021

Erosion is Gradual

Some of the most wonderful sights
our eyes have ever seen are the results
of erosion. Many of us have visited
or seen videos of the Grand Canyon.
Years ago, the waterway we know as
the Colorado River began to trickle
through the Arizona desert and rain
by rain, the constant blowing wind
accompanied by freeze and thaw
throughout the years began to make a trough, and over
many years, the canyon we know as Grand was formed.

The Christian can easily see that Biblical morality is subtly
and not so subtly being eroded. The good news is that
this erosion can be prevented, and I pray these words
are useful to your effort in this. In the very same way a
person seeks to stop a hillside from eroding in the spring
rains, a person seeking to stop the erosion of their biblical
worldview, must make a decision. The erosion will stop,
and I will make every effort to present further erosion.

For the farmer or park ranger the decision to stop or
divert water is a costly one. A plan must be made, strategy
discerned and implemented. For the Christian, the
The Grand Canyon is one of many sites across the
decision to live according to a biblical worldview will
world that erosion by wind, water, freeze and thaw have be a costly one as well. Jesus himself defines the cost of
caused. While there are one or two exceptions, for the
following him as high and, of course, it is the wonderful
most part these magnificent sites have been developed way to life and life abundant.
slowly, incrementally over the course of time, until they
have become quite dramatic. Erosion is gradual and yet The most important methodology involved in living by a
its effects are significant.
biblical worldview is to test everything that comes across
your mind by scripture. Paul writes in I Thessalonians
That to write this. Erosion is happening to the worldview 5:21-22 “test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain
of Christians. This erosion is subtle and occurs in the
from every form of evil.” When we test things against
Christian mind when we do not carefully evaluate all the scripture and then live by the truths therein, day by day,
propositions that bombard us. The assault on the biblical moment by moment the erosion of our faith will be
worldview is relentless, as relentless as a flowing river,
transformed, and our living will become more and more
blowing wind and the Iowa cycle of freeze and thaw.
winsome and joyful.
The erosion of a hill or valley can be prevented. The
For this reason, we will continue to encourage you to
trained ecologist knows the patterns of nature and,
grow your biblical worldview.
through various techniques, can change the flow of water
by constructing diversions, planting appropriate foliage 				Pastor Mike
and/or implementing a variety of other techniques and
strategies.
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Care Ministry
Opportunities

Pastoral Care Corner - Discipline

Discipline is something I’ve always struggled with, from sticking to
a diet or exercise routine to studying the Bible
A vital part of the work of the Care Ministry is
and praying. There have been times in my life
reaching out by phone to our church membership. when I was able to establish a workout regimen
This has been done several times throughout the
or exercise regularly and, during those periods,
I
year and will happen again in the next few weeks. felt great. However, it was primarily because I
was accountable, either because I’d paid fees for
If you are interested in being part of the calling
team, please get in touch. You’ll be given a list of a class or trainer or was attending a class with
a friend. If left to my own devices, I generally get lazy and fall out of
names and a suggested script to follow, then have the routine pretty quickly.

fun reaching out to our church family.

Please contact Vicki Standley at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org, or calling 319-377-4856 or
319-310-5195.

UMM Mission Breakfast
Supports Rider’s Club

We’ve always had dogs, from the time I was growing up till now,
and they all had their own strong personalities, requiring varying
amounts of discipline. Our first dog as a married couple was a
chewer and actually destroyed one corner of our garage door when
we left her tethered outside. Needless to say, Ralph built a kennel for
her shortly after that! On the other hand, our kids grew up with the
most gentle, calm dog ever, a Sheltie that we all loved, that required
little training, and was truly Josh’s dog.

We have a new puppy now. Maggie’s just shy of 3 months old, and
joins Tessa, our nearly 5-year-old Lab/Border collie
UMM entered into an
mix. I’m being reminded daily of how important
agreement with Rider’s Club
discipline is while we’re trying to house train her and
attempting to correct negative behaviors. Maggie will
to fund an account that will
just play and play until she drops from exhaustion
pay for anyone getting a ride
and takes a nap. Like most puppies, she’s loads of fun
to or from our church or the
but her attention span is about five seconds at most,
Carnegie church office. Using this account, any
making it a challenge to establish a routine and stick
ride that an individual takes through Rider’s Club to it as best we can.

to or from our church and the Carnegie office
would be paid for out of this account, rather than
their personal account. We are hoping this might
encourage Rider’s Club members who want to
attend our church services or other activities (such
as Bible studies, Harvest Market, etc.), but don’t
feel they can afford to spend the money on the
trip.

Thank You

Personally, routine is crucial when it comes to reading and studying
my Bible and I do best when I’m in a study
with others. The encouragement I get from
those in the class, and all that I learn from
their perspective encourages me to really
dig into God’s word. I always have great
intentions on my own, but when studying with
others, the words of Scripture become clearer and we can talk about
the passages that are sometimes challenging to understand which
helps me feel so much more on track.

Following a spiritual discipline, such as Bible study, praying, and time
with devotions are all an important part of our growth as followers of
Jesus. Setting aside time to be in God’s word, and sharing our prayers
Thank you for the kind words of affirmation and
and concerns with him, builds us up and prepares us for the work he
support in your cards and letters during October (aka intends for us to do as his disciples. Spiritual disciplines are the fuel
Pastor Appreciation Month). Theresa and I feel very
that we need daily to reach out in Jesus’ name and share his love with
affirmed, loved and cared for. We are thrilled to walk
everyone that crosses our paths. This great hymn says it best:
on the wonderful journey of Christ’s ministry and
Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;
grow the marks of our discipleship with you.
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word.
Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak,
God bless,
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.
Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
Pastor Mike
Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be;
TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday
God’s blessings to you!
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon
Vicki
is preached and when it airs on TV.
Dear Friends at Marion Methodist,

Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:

November 4: Cheryl Hungate, mother of
Mike (Jen) Hungate and grandmother of Tyler
(Bailey) and Loren Hungate.
November Food Pantry Item - Cake Mix

Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or
praise, please use the Prayer button at the
end of the weekly email or on the church
website, www.marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to
pray for others, email Vicki Standley,
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget 		
Generous Campaign		

Bible Burning

The weather finally cooperated and the ceremonial Bible burning
took place on Saturday, October 31, Thank you to our volunteers
who helped make this happen.
Pictured: Walker Kelly, Ken Stanford, and Henry Schmoll

Text GEN
Text GENEROUS

A Harvest Market Thank You

Saturday, October 23, was
an exciting fall day with
sunshine, people chatting,
eating and shopping in
The Center for our church
bazaar, the Harvest Market.
It was a joyous celebration as
our church family worked together to serve our Lord.
One of the goals of the United Methodist Women is to raise
money for missions to support women, youth and children in
need. The proceeds from our church bazaars have always been
used to help those less fortunate than ourselves in the Marion
area, Iowa, the United States and world-wide. The $8,000
raised this year will be divided and given to local and state
missions.
On behalf of the United Methodist Women, thank you for
your donations, your assistance before, during, and after the
Harvest Market, and to you who supported our efforts by
your attendance. It is certainly a team effort! We could not be
successful without the generous help of the Marion Methodist
staff, United Methodist Men, our confirmation students, the
Boy Scouts, and the support of our wonderful church family.
Lord, thank you for your blessings.
Carolyn Munson, UMW President
2021 Harvest Market Committee
Jill Ackerman
Stacy Cannoy
Tami Schlamp
Angela Stockert
Carolyn Munson

Kenwood Park United Methodist
needs us!

The Kenwood Park United
Methodist Church needs a hand
from their friends at Marion
Methodist. They are three
things:

1. An older congregation
2. Looking forward to an exciting future
3. Needing our help in their Derecho recovery.
We may engage in a number of projects but, first we need
to help them move some of their furniture/stuff from one
portion of the building to another. So, on Saturday, November
20th, the Marion Methodists will be meeting at Kenwood
Park UMC 175 34th St NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 at 9:00
AM and with many hands and a few carts to help their
recovery.

The Basics of Social Media Safety

There are currently over 3 billion active social media users
world-wide, and that number is growing rapidly. Social media
has many benefits, but it also has some drawbacks. A frequent
question from parents regarding youth and social media
is: at what age should my child get a social media account?
One article spoke with three cyber experts and discussed
this precise question regarding three main social media
platforms: Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat. For Facebook,
the three agreed 13 years old should be the earliest children
should be on the site; for Instagram, the answers ranged
from a minimum age of 13-16; and for Snapchat, all three
experts agreed on a minimum age of 16 years old (https://
www.familyzone.com/anz/families/blog/what-age-for-socialmedia).
A newer social media platform is Tik Tok; it is one of the
most popular and quickly growing platforms. According to
Tik Tok’s Guardian’s Guide, anyone under the age of 13 who
creates an account will be on the “Tik Tok for Younger Users”
platform which has more privacy and safety precautions. If
your child is over 13, there are still parental controls that can
be set to limit your child’s access and other settings. Before
your child joins any social media platform, it is a good idea to
read over the privacy and safety guides for that site, and even
review them with your child.
No matter what age your child gets a social media account, it
is important to first talk with them about the correct ways to
use it. Going over internet safety, discussing cyberbullying,
and setting limits and expectations on social media usage can
help your child have a positive experience when using social
media. It is important to make sure that children are aware
of potential negative impacts of social media that they may
experience, such as encountering mature content, personal
privacy, social pressures associated with social media, and
unrealistic expectations/comparisons with others on social
media. A few questions to ask your child before they join
social media would be:
• Do you know how/what this social media platform is
used for?
• How do you plan to use it?
• Who should you communicate with on social media?
• Having these conversations ahead of time can help
your child understand the seriousness of the benefits
and disadvantages of social media.

November 14, 2021
John Baptizes Jesus
Matthew 3; Luke 3:21-22

In today's Bible passage, John the Baptist
baptizes people and preaches about Jesus.
When Jesus comes, John baptizes Jesus. At
Jesus' baptism, the skies open and God the
Father announces that Jesus is his Son.

"And a voice from heaven said, 'This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy' "
(Matthew 3:17).

We're Alike

Jesus is God's Son, so they are alike in many
ways. See what similarities you can spot with
household items.
1. Gather 10-20 random items from around
your house.
2. Have family members take turns selecting
two objects from the pile and saying ways
they are alike. For example: They're both
made of plastic; they're both kitchen tools.
3. Talk about these questions:
• What are some ways each of us is like
our parents?
• What do you know about Jesus now?
How does that help you know about his
Father, God?

Big Blessings

Try this at bedtime each night. Put your hand on
your child's head and say, "You are my dearly
loved [son or daughter], who brings me great joy."
1. Ask your child what it means to hear a
blessing from you.
2. Talk about what it means that God said
those words about Jesus.
3. Read Galatians 3:26 as a family. Imagine
God saying your name and telling you
you're his son or daughter and that you
bring him joy.

Family Discussion

•

• What does it mean to be a son or daughter of God?
Imagine God saying, "[Your name], you are my dearly loved child." How do you feel about that?
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November 21, 2021
Satan Tempts Jesus

Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13
Before he starts teaching and healing, Jesus
takes 40 days of quiet time in the desert. When
he's weak and hungry, Satan comes to Jesus
and tries to tempt him in three ways. But Jesus
shows us the right way, and he uses Bible
verses to say no to temptation.

“Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take” (Proverbs 3:6).

Choose Your Own Ending

Make up a story together to learn how other people
make choices.
1. Make up the beginning of a story together.
For example, "I was walking down the street
when I saw a $20 bill."
2. Have each family member add a quick
ending to the story.
3. Each person will choose which one he or
she likes best.
4. Discuss how and why you made your
choice.
5. Repeat the activity a few times.
6. Talk about this question:
• What helps you make the right choice
when you have to choose between right
and wrong?

Through the Week

Here's an activity you can do throughout the week.
1. Cut arrows out of paper. If you'd like, have
everyone help decorate them. You'll need
enough arrows so that you have one for
every room in your house.
2. Hang the arrows around your house, in your
car, or other places you frequently go.
3. When you need a reminder that Jesus
shows us the right way, look at one of the
arrows and ask him for help showing you
what to do.

Family Discussion

•

• What's the biggest temptation our family faces?
• What can you learn from how Jesus handled temptation?
How can Jesus help you do the right thing when you're tempted?
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