October 29, 2021

Hope This Leaves Some Marks

The worldwide United Methodist Church
claims: “The mission of the Church
is to make disciples of Christ for the
transformation of the world.” Marion
Methodist some years ago after significant
prayer and study unanimously adopted
this as our mission statement too. That
affirmation birthed the “Discipleship
Pathway” which we developed and
implemented as our process to faithfully
grow Christian disciples. It is working!
This year, as we move through and prayerfully beyond a
global health pandemic, we embraced as one of our 5 church
wide goals to “Deploy our reimagined Discipleship Pathway
based on the “Marks of a Disciple.” This emerged at our
January Church Council meeting, so through the spring and
summer the implementation plan was developed. The core of
our implementation centered everything on the affirmation
of the “last vow” a disciple makes to the church when s/he
joins: “As members of this congregation, will you faithfully
participate in its ministries by your prayers, presence, gifts,
witness and service?”
The plinth logo with the stained-glass
window effect depicting five “paths” that led
to the cross, and an icon symbolizing each
of the components of our quantifiable Christ
following, became the visual centerpiece.
All fall programming and worship was
aimed at fulfilling the plan. These are all nice
plans and pretty pictures unless we embody
them in our living, so it has been exciting to
experience some of your testimonies during
worship each week.

Cheryl Dickerson testified, “To be a Christian
without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without
breathing.” Every person desires to hear from God and for
God to hear them. God blesses us with both. God draws us
close to himself allowing us to personally connect in ways
that grow our trust and dependence on God in ways even
richer than our dependence on our lungs to keep working and
oxygen to continue to present itself to us. Prayer marks our
lives.
Dionna Jensen profoundly stated: “Christian Presence is Being
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a present Christian.” We were reminded that we are to be fully
present for God and the body of Christ, the Lord’s church.
This means being “fully present” spiritually, emotionally and
physically. We were challenged to consider and act upon how
we could become a more present Christian for Christ and
others in each. Presence marks our lives.
Dana Goshon was raised to know and shared with us “All
the blessings we have belong to God and come from Him.” His
testimony reminded us that one of the marks of Christianity
has always been extravagant generosity. The Christians have
always joyfully offered their financial resources to bless God
and others. I quoted Pastor Melisa Bracht-Wagner who
consistently reminded us to give sacrificially and substantially
in her hallmark sentence; “We give until it blesses.” Giving
marks our lives.
High School senior, Kaden Walker, one of our 4:12 Ministry
interns reminded us that we are to “Be an example for what
Christians look like in the world.” He is right. Christianity is a
communicable faith and the story of your faith may change
another person’s life forever. The scripture commands us:
“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks
you, give the reason for the hope you have.” (I Peter 3:15) As
disciples we need to make sure we look for opportunities and
are committed to testify to Christ. Witnessing to Christ marks
our lives.
“Christian service is about showing God’s love and the compassion
that Jesus had for others.” These words of long-time member
and dependable mission worker Curt Liscum make clear the
case that Christians are to serve Christ and his people. The
world of 2021 gives plenty of opportunity for people to have
their lives torn down. The role of the Christian is the opposite.
For Christ’s sake we build up by serving in ways that physically,
spiritually and emotional help and heal those in specific need.
Service that builds the lives of others in God’s name marks our
lives.
I am not naïve; it’s been 7 sermons in 7 weeks so you may not
have seen, heard or ingested everything regarding the “Marks
of a Disciple.” Though we hope this fall leaves some marks on
your discipleship that others easily see in your life, we will not
drop this because we pray it is what we will continue to become
as individuals and the church.

					Pastor Mike
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Thank You

Pastoral Care Corner – Good News

I once ran across this quote from pastor and author Max Lucado :
Dear Marion Methodist,
Thank you for providing me with the opportunity, “Jesus had a target audience. The poor. The brokenhearted. Captives.
The blind and the oppressed. His to-do list? Help for the body and the
and funding, for the landscape renewal project
at the Carnegie Building. Without your support, soul, strength for the physical and the spiritual, therapy for the temporal
and eternal. “This is my mission statement”, Jesus declared. (Out Live
I would have never been able to complete my
Your Life, Max Lucado)

journey to Eagle Scout. It has been an invaluable
experience.
Sincerely,
Benjamin Kearns

There’s a dual message in this quote. We are all the brokenhearted, the
captives, the oppressed, just like everyone around us. We have things
that weigh us down each and every day and so often we seek a quick
fix – we want to be healed and we want it ASAP. This past year has
not only been incredibly hard in terms of our physical health, but our
mental and spiritual health as well.
Because of the pandemic, our access to doctors and medical care was
greatly limited creating a gap in our medical
care and a growth in health concerns because
people had to put off preventive screenings
and surgeries were delayed because of the
shortage of hospital beds. Our mental health
suffered from months of quarantining and loss
of personal contact with family and friends. To top it all off, months
without being able to worship in person in our church homes has led
to spiritual disconnect and an inability to reach out to our church
family that has been detrimental to our souls.
We’ve had to rely mainly on ourselves to stay as healthy as possible,
and I don’t know about you, but I don’t do well on my own. Whether
it’s my physical, mental or spiritual help, I
need others around me, friends and family
that I can be with, share my concerns, and ask
for their advice and reassurance. For me and
many others, it’s most helpful when we can
walk through the good times and the hard
times in life with those who know us best and
can encourage us and pray for us.
What we truly need most of all though is healing for our souls,
strength for our spiritual beings and to focus on things eternal rather
than temporal. Jesus, and only Jesus, can provide both the healing for
our physical beings as well as our spiritual and is far more concerned
about our eternal beings than our temporal. Scripture records many
times when Jesus forgave someone’s sins before he healed their physical ailments or eased their broken hearts.

It’s imperative though that we also look outside ourselves and share
this message with others who are brokenhearted, captive and oppressed in ways that may be far different than our own. In reaching
out to the poor in our community, to those who are seeking and lost,
to those who cannot see beyond the troubles of today, we must share
the message that Jesus taught in the synagogue:
“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and
TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast that the time of the LORD’s favor has come”. (Luke 4:18-19 NLT)
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon God’s’ blessings to you!
is preached and when it airs on TV.
Vicki

Welcome to our New Members on
October 17, 2021

Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:

October 18: Jim Mincks
October Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue
November Food Pantry Item - Cake Mix

Prayer Requests

1. To submit a prayer concern, request or
praise, please use the Prayer button at the
end of the weekly email or on the church
website, www.marionmethodist.org.
2. To be on the email prayer chain to
pray for others, email Vicki Standley,
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.
Front row: Jamie Moore, Joan Smith, Gayle Kelley, Pam Menzner
Back row: Corey Moore, Rich Smith, Pastor Mike, Norm Kelley, Steve
Menzner

Marion Methodist is a very busy place, and there is always
something going on and many ways to serve. Take a look at our
Education, Service, Hospitality & Connections, and Worship
opportunities to get involved!
Click on the Get Involved button on the Church App or visit our
website at www.MarionMethodist.org/Serve

Church Center App

Download the Church Center app and
choose Marion Methodist as your church.
The app includes online worship bulletin,
announcements, church calendar and more
church information.

More information on our website MarionMethodist.org click on News.

Stewardship

Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:
Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302
2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359
Include $ Amount and ministry code
Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget 		
Generous Campaign		

Text GEN
Text GENEROUS

Marks of a
Disciple

Each Sunday during
the Marks of a Disciple
sermon series, a card will
be available to pick up
to help you remember
each Mark. Cards will
be available each week
as you walk in or out
of service or at each
Welcome Center. Make
sure to collect all 6!

Oct 31, 2021
Wise Men Worship King Jesus
Matthew 2:1-18

A group of wise men who’ve studied the stars notice
an unusual star and follow it, looking for the
newborn king that had caused the star to rise. When
the wise men find Jesus, they worship him because
Jesus is the king. Hearing of this, King Herod wants
to kill Jesus, but God leads both the wise men and
Jesus’ family to keep Jesus safe.

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose,
and we have come to worship him” (Matthew 2:2).

Reigning King

Jesus is the only true king. All other kings and
queens will come and go, but Jesus is the king
forever! Play this game to help your family learn
that Jesus is the king forever.
1. Have everyone walk around balancing a
piece of paper on his or her head—no
hands.
2. The last person with the paper still on his or
her head is the reigning king or queen!
3. Play a few rounds, trying to get a new king
or queen each time.
4. Talk about these questions:
• Why don’t regular kings and queens
reign forever?
• What makes Jesus a special king?
5. Have everyone color a picture on their
paper that shows a gift they could bring
Jesus, their king.

•

Through the Week

Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week.
1. Stop and pick up any coins you find, no
matter how busy you are.
2. Look through your car, couch cushions, or
other places you might find change.
3. Collect all the change in a jar.
4. Consider if there are any normal purchases
you can skip this week, and use the jar to
save the money you would have spent on
those things.
5. At the end of the week, discuss how you
can use that money to worship your king,
and give it as a gift to him.

Family Discussion

What comes to mind when you think of a king?
• Which of those words describe Jesus?
• What can you do to treat Jesus like a king?
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November 7, 2021
Jesus Speaks With the
Religious Teachers
Luke 2:41-52

At age 12, Jesus is at the Temple for a festival
and gets lost. His parents look for him for three
days and find him in the Temple, wowing the
people there because Jesus is wise. After he
returns home, he continues to grow in wisdom.

"Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people" (Luke 2:52).

Wise Answers

Jesus amazed the religious teachers with his
understanding and answers. See how amazing
your family is at answering tough questions!
1. Find a trivia board game or app where you
can see just a list of questions.
2. Working as a family, see how many
questions in a row you can answer
correctly.
3. Missed one? Start over and try to break
your record!
4. Discuss: What's the difference between
knowing facts and being wise?
5. Say: Just because Jesus wowed the
teachers doesn't mean he was a trivia
king. Jesus wowed the teachers because
he was wise. You don't have to know a
lot of facts to be wise. You just need
Jesus to help you make good choices!

Here's an activity you can do throughout the week.
1. Talk about choices each person made that
day that required wisdom. For example,
maybe one family member chose to help
someone who was sad or chose to tell the
truth even when lying was easier.
2. Discuss other options and how to tell if
you've made a wise choice.
3. Pray for wisdom in making the next day's
choices. Ask Jesus to give you some of his
wisdom.
4. Talk about how your prayers have helped
you know what Jesus would choose to do.

Family Discussion

Tell about a time you showed wisdom.
• Tell about a time you didn't show wisdom.
When do you need Jesus most this week for wisdom?
•

•

Through the Week
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