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sponsored by the Wesleyan Covenant Association at Marion 
Methodist on Sunday, October 24th at 3:30 PM. I hope you will 
come: 

 - Not because I am protesting NFL football and want you to 
miss a game. 

 - Not even because this, the first of two positions to be 
presented in the next few months, is the one I support. 

 - I support your attendance because we can and should listen 
to each other and what might become of us. 

Churches over the years have shown themselves to excel in 
conversations regarding: 

 - Children and Youth Ministry 
 - Who we can, should, and will bless and how 
 - The buildings of the church 
 - Weather, coffee (and yes STILL donuts) 

Churches need in this time to converse with intentionality about: 

 - What we believe and why (specifically) 
 - The role of Scripture, Church tradition, and the historic 

doctrines in our Christian living 
 - How we will as Christ’s people and church love, accept, and 

care for others 
 - What difference a denominational affiliation means. 

We need to have the conversation because our Lord Jesus 
conversed with every person he encountered and did so lovingly. 
Certainly, his disciples desired to follow and honor him in their 
ministry, and as humans, did not agree on every expression of the 
faith he bestowed to them.  

In fact, in the very first generation of Christianity “denominations” 
began to form when Paul and Barnabas differed on what the 
next steps in ministry should be and split their ministry, in 
49AD! The outcome though was not defeat.  BOTH strains grew 
the Christian witness exponentially as they witnessed to very 
different populations employing very different methodologies - 
and - BOTH strains continued to respect, value, and pray Christ’s 
blessing on those from who they had parted.  

My hope is that at the end of this long period of brokenness 
in Methodism, the groups that emerge can bless each other as 
they navigate new waters in Christian ministry. The process is 
underway, so, please come Sunday the 24th to learn a bit more 
about one of the new ways of Methodism. 
    Pastor Mike

Navigating the Waters of Conversation 

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

“Omigoodness, she is a barge!!!” These were 
the first words out of the mouth of the Rev. 
Willard Cunningham when I told him I had 
been appointed to be your pastor back in 
2003.  

“What does that mean?”  

The pastor 40 years my senior who had 
served small, medium and large churches 
in Iowa said this. “Churches are like boats, 

the small ones are like speedboats and can modify their course 
quickly, the medium size church is like a Naval supply ship that 
has some maneuverability, but the large church like that one is a 
barge, you need to plan a long time ahead to modify the course.”  

For the most part, Willard’s words have been useful at Marion 
Methodist. Conversations and plans were made far in advance 
of launching our Feeding Lunch to Youth (FLY) program, 
changing our staff configuration, going through the Healthy 
Church Initiative and, of course, visioning and acting upon the 
building of our worship facility on REC Drive. This methodology 
has served Marion Methodist in our big moments, and I pray 
you will participate in the conversation and discernment we are 
moving towards right now. There are many of us, and most of 
us need considerable thought and opportunity for conversation 
before a new thing of any magnitude will be given a chance to be 
successful.  

The various groups in the General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church tell us that it is nearly a certainty that in 
September of 2022 a vote will be taken to amicably (split or 
multiply) the Methodist witness into at least two streams. That 
decision will place before Marion Methodist a choice as to what 
denomination we will continue to worship, serve God, and each 
other in ministry.  

It has been my position as your pastor that Marion Methodist 
is a strong church in which we love each other and can 
faithfully “navigate the waters” we are in, taking as much of the 
congregation as will engage to a safe harbor. It has also been my 
position to keep the flow of information coming to you. A quick 
review of 6 years of Marion Methodist Newsletters and Church 
Council meeting notes indicate that an ocean of information 
has already flowed, but the conversation and thinking is not yet 
complete. 

Elsewhere in this issue is the announcement of an event 



TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

 

ZZiioo  JJoohhnnoo’’ss  
GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiCCaattee  

ffuunndd  rraaiisseerr    

Providing affordable housing for seniors 
with low to moderate incomes. 

Thank you for helping us help 
seniors in our community 

To purchase certificates contact: 

Kay Stanford @ 
kestanford@yahoo.com or 319-
373-4371 

Kenneth Stanford @  
kdsforever@msn.com or 319-389-
0053 

____________________________
____________________________

Each year beginning in 2011 Marion Senior Living Community 
(MSLC) has held a lasagna dinner fundraiser at Faith Lutheran 
Church.  Due to pandemic, we have transitioned over to selling 

Zio Johno’s $5.00 gift certificates.  
These certificates can be used to buy almost any menu item, at 
any of the Zio Johno’s locations, at the date of your choosing 
and they never expire.  

Pastoral Care Corner - Quiet
Ralph and I love to take vacations in the fall, after kids are back in 
school and the crowds have started to thin out a little.  It’s a great time 
to get away and see new places.  Invariably, we find ourselves seeking 
places to stay near water and the majority of the time we’ve found 
ones with fantastic views beside a large lake, river, or bay.  There are 
wonderful decks with chairs to sit and drink in the breathtaking 
scenery, hear the water lapping at the shore, and see the gorgeous 
sunrises and sunsets every day we’re there.

One of my favorite things to do on these vacations is get up early 
in the morning, make a pot of coffee and 
sit out on the deck as the sun is rising and 
listen to the water hitting the shore.  Whether 
it’s Sturgeon Bay in Door County, or the 
Mississippi River at Lake Pepin, there’s no 
better way to start the day than drinking in 
the beauty of God’s creation in the quiet of 
the morning.  My prayers during that time 

seem deeper and richer, I feel closer to God than I do anywhere else, 
and it’s a time that is just so calming and sweet that I could easily sit 
there from sunrise to sunset and relish every single moment.

Our souls cry out for times and places like 
this, moments where we can connect with 
God without distractions, without any 
background noise other than the rhythmic 
sound of water on the shore.  Our world is 
so busy, so noisy, so distracting, that our 
souls are starving for quiet, for a way to hear 
God’s still small voice speaking to us, and 
we often don’t even realize what we’re missing.  He’s always there, but 
so often his voice is drowned out by the busyness of our daily lives.

Since I can’t be near water as often as I’d like, and with the changes 
that have occurred in the past 20 months, my challenge has been to 
find that place, that type of situation in which I can feel that same 
sort of connection, to escape from the noisiness of my daily life, and 
drink in the presence of God.  Like many of you, I’m locked into my 
schedules and my daily patterns that aren’t as conducive to the quiet 
that my soul is thirsting for.

So, I turn to God’s word, and find what I need to draw me closer, to 
hear what God is trying to tell me in the midst of my busy world.  In 
scripture I find the peace and restoration that only God can provide 
in passages such as:
Psalm 23:1-3
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3he refreshes my soul.
or Psalm 42:1-2
As the deer pants for streams of water,
    so my soul pants for you, my God.
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
    When can I go and meet with God?

I’ll continue to seek that time and place where I can find my quiet 
space to be with God.  It’s there, probably right in my own backyard 
or in a corner of my house, accompanied by the memories of my early 
mornings on the water.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Thank You
I want to thank the Marion Methodist Foundation and 
all those who were involved for the scholarship that I 
received a few months ago to help with my seminary 
classes and schooling. The funds received have already 
helped this Fall semester and they are still being saved 
up to help next semester as well. My wife and I truly 
miss Marion and the church, and we hope that all of 
you are doing well during this interesting time in our 
church and in our world. May the Lord continue to 
bless the church going forward. Thank you again. 
 
Blessings, 
Jacob Sandholm 



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
October 17:  Samuel Christian McConahay, son 
of Mike & Gina McConahay
October 17:  Ezekiel Alan Fawcett, son of 
Dillon & Emily Fawcett
October 24:  Jada Joan Young, daughter of Tyler 
& Haley Young

DEATHS:
October 6:  Bernita Sills

October Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

Marks of a 
Disciple

Each Sunday during 
the Marks of a  Disciple 
sermon series, a card will 
be available to pick up 
to help you remember 
each Mark.  Cards will 
be available each week 
as you walk in or out 
of service or at each 
Welcome Center.  Make 
sure to collect all 6!



Playground Match Campaign Announcement
Marion Methodist has 
been blessed with an 
unexpected opportunity 
to fulfill a dream that 
comes with a challenge.

One of the great blessings 
of our church property 
is that we have multiple opportunities for outdoor recreational 
ministry including the recreation field south of the church, 
and the basketball court, gaga pit and fire ring just west of 
the parking lot. These are wonderful for youth - and - today 
we announce an opportunity directly aimed at the younger 
children of our congregation and community.

A person, not a member of Marion Methodist, not a 
Methodist or even a resident of Iowa has become part of our 
ministry during the pandemic by worshipping with us in the 
church online. He has become a giver of substance and he and 
his wife would like more to be done to enhance the lives of the 
real children of God, our youth. They would like to donate 
further to Marion Methodist’s ministry for children. 

On, Sunday, October 10th, in agreement with the Trustees 
and on their behalf, I announced the “Playground Match 
campaign.” The plan is to build a substantial playground in 
the northwest portion of our property (past the gaga pit), for 
the younger children of our church/parish. To purchase the 
playground equipment, our anonymous donor will contribute 
$10,000 to Marion Methodist so long as we separately raise 
at least $10,000 for this project. We hope that you will take 
this opportunity to give to a specific cause which will benefit 
hundreds of our children annually.

When our new church was constructed in 2018 we did not have 
sufficient funds to construct a playground. With these funds we 
have now begun the planning and layout for the grounds. We 
hope to have full projected costs and pictures of the playground 
equipment to share with you soon.   

The Playground match campaign is a wonderful opportunity 
to bless families and children of our community and church 
with a fun, safe and wonderful place to play. It also provides the 
challenge personally to each of you. Maybe you don’t give to 
the budget of the church, or your giving has trailed off recently, 
maybe you have never given or maybe you have been waiting 
for just the RIGHT PROJECT to contribute – if any of these fit 
you – you are encouraged to participate by making every dollar 
you give double! 

This should be a really FUN project and multiply our family 
reunion, small group, and just fun ministry to Marion 
Methodist and this portion of our city and county.

Wesleyan Covenant Association Event
The United Methodist Church has 
internally been wrestling with a 
number of theological issues that 

have caused difficulty in the local and worldwide United 
Methodist witness. Over the past decade, several groups have 
been working towards resolving them and have discerned 
after much prayer, discussion and thought, that it’s best for 
the church to multiply its witness in the world rather than 
continue in a disagreeable mindset.

In 2019 leaders of the various caucuses in the church wrote 
what is called the “Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation and Restructuring.” If passed by 
the General Conference in September, this would allow 
every United Methodist Church the opportunity to choose 
between the new expressions of Methodism. It is important 
for every United Methodist to become informed regarding 
the issues and how our congregation chooses to move 
forward in our denominational affiliation.

The two largest constituencies within this conversation are 
groups known as UMCNext which in terms of the day is 
the more progressive entity and The Wesleyan Covenant 
Association the more conservative. Both have been invited 
to give presentations making their case at Marion Methodist. 
Because Marion Methodist has a large sanctuary, we will be 
inviting other congregations to join us.

The first presentation, entitled “Here to There a Renewed 
Expression of Methodism” presented by the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association will occur Sunday, October 24th from 
3:30-5:30 PM. You and all United Methodists are strongly 
encouraged  to attend.  
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Oct 17, 2021 

Jesus, the Light of the World, Is Born 
Luke 2:1-20 

 

On the night Jesus is born, light breaks through 
the darkness. It’s a dark time for Israel and a 
dark night in the shepherds’ fields, but angels 
light up the night sky and proclaim God’s glory 

and that Jesus is the light of the world. 

 

“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased” 
(Luke 2:14). 

 

Family Discussion 
• What are some ways Jesus is like light? 

• Share about ways you showed God’s light this week. 
• God thinks we’re special! What are some things you think are special about each other? 

Lights On, Lights Off 
1. Gather your family to play a game. 
2. When the lights go off, people will act silly.  
3. When the lights come back on, they’ll try to 

freeze before they’re seen moving.  
4. Play several times. 
5. Talk about these questions: 

• What are some things people try to get 
away with when no one else is looking? 
• How is that like the way you acted in 
the dark? 
• If you want to shine God’s light, how 
would you act? 

 

When Darkness Reigns 
1. Wait to do this activity until it’s dark outside. 
2. Have each person choose a task from his 

or her chore or to-do list. 
3. Turn off all the lights, and have everyone try 

to accomplish their task. 
4. Turn the lights back on after a bit, and 

complete the tasks. 
5. Come back together and discuss these 

questions: 
 • What was it like to try to do your task in 
 the dark? 
 • Why do you need the light to do certain 
 things? 
 • Why do you need Jesus’ light to shine 
 on you? 
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Oct 24, 2021 

Simeon and Anna See Jesus   
Luke 2:21-40 

 

Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the Temple to 
dedicate him. While there, they meet Simeon 
and Anna, who have been waiting and waiting 
for God’s gift of the Messiah. They praise and 

thank God that Jesus is God’s gift. 
 

 

“He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!” 
(Luke 2:32) 

 

Family Discussion 
• How do you decide what would be a good gift for someone? 

• When have you given a gift you knew the recipient would love? 
• What makes Jesus a good gift? 

Praise Collage 
Simeon and Anna praised and thanked God for the 
gift of Jesus. Do the same by making a family 
praise collage. 

1. Cut up small pieces of wrapping paper. The 
bigger variety of patterns, the better! 

2. Write praises to Jesus on each piece of 
wrapping paper. 

3. Glue the praises to a piece of poster board.  
4. Talk about these questions:  

• What have you done to thank people 
for birthday or Christmas presents? 
• What similar things can you do to 
thank God for the gift of Jesus? 

 

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the week. 

1. Get a gift bag and put a small present 
inside. It could be as simple as a snack, a 
sticker, a nice note, or a handmade item. 

2. Pass the gift on to someone in your family. 
3. When someone gets the gift, he or she will 

thank the person who gave the gift and will 
then put a new gift in the bag and pass it on 
to someone else. 

4. At the end of the week, talk about how nice 
it was to receive gifts throughout the week 
and what a great gift Jesus is. 
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