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Hope you could easily match them – if not, the key is located 
on page 4.

The phrase “it’s in the cards” means that what is before you is 
a foregone conclusion. For instance, after dating Theresa for 
nearly 5 years anyone who knows us could easily have correctly 
said “it’s in the cards” those two will get married. Fun, but what 
does this have to do with Marion Methodist? It’s in the cards!

Beginning September 12th, each Sunday as you enter worship, 
you will be handed a card on which one mark of a disciple will 
be clearly identifiable. I pray that you will collect all the cards, 
put them in a place that you see them often enough to put 
their meaning into practice in your life. Then, as you live day 
to day, people who ask – “what is your life all about?” You can 
correctly answer “it’s in the cards.”

Looking forward to this new era at Marion Methodist.

   Pastor Mike

It is in the Cards

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

Each time a person becomes a member 
of a United Methodist Church they 
are asked to affirmatively respond 
to the question: “As members of this 
congregation, will you faithfully 
participate in its ministries by your 
prayers, presence, witness, gifts, and 
service?” These “quantifiable” marks are 
seen in many places in scripture as the 
DNA of a disciple’s living.

 
I believe all five can be found in the first Christian sermon 
preached on the day of Pentecost by Peter, the Lord’s disciple. 
The ending and days following that sermon are contained in 
Acts 2:36-47. Take a read and see if you can connect the icon 
representing the “marks of a disciples” and verse below: 

36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we 
do?”
38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is 
for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.”
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded 
with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 
three thousand were added to their number that day.
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone 
was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. 45They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.



TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

The Membership Vows of Marion 
Methodist Church

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you 
reject the spiritual forces of wickedness, the evil 
powers of this world, and the bondage of sin?  

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 
to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever 
forms they present themselves?

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your 
whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ 
has opened to people of all ages, nations and races?

According to the grace given to you, will you remain 
faithful members of Christ’s holy Church and serve as 
Christ’s representatives in the world?

As members of Christ’s universal Church, will you be 
loyal to the United Methodist Church, and do all in 
your power to strengthen its ministries?

As members of this congregation, will you faithfully 
participate in its ministries by your prayers, your 
presence, your witness, your gifts, and your service?

GENEROUS Give Campaign
Progress Update

Summer is coming to a close, school is back in session, and football 
will soon be everywhere. That means that 2021 has 4 months to go 
and so does the GENEROUS Give campaign. Yes, September is the 
start of the last 4 months of the campaign.

As you can see in the chart below, we are on pace to reach our goal of 
$1 Million in 2021. We are $67,621 away from the next puzzle piece 
and $167,621 from the $1 Million goal. 

Thank you for the GENEROUS way that you have given to this capital 
campaign.

Bible Studies and Growth Groups Begin 
September 19th

This fall we will be focusing on the Marks of 
a Disciple: Prayer, Presence, Gifts, Witness, 
Service. Through this sermon series Bible study, 
you will be able to attend or watch the sermon 
each week and use the study guide that we 
provide to dig deeper into the message that you 
hear each week. There are several opportunities 
for you to join in this study through a weekly 

Bible study or joining a Growth Group. 

Bible studies will be offered throughout the week on Sunday 
mornings, Tuesday afternoon or evening, Wednesday evening or 
Thursday evening at the church. 

A Growth Group (small group) is a great way to have a smaller 
gathering of people that grow together in all aspects of discipleship 
through Bible study, fellowship, prayer, and service. A Growth Group 
is a small group, 8-10 people, that meet on a weekly basis in their 
location of choice. Sometimes this is in someone’s home, at a coffee 
shop, or park, or at the church.

I invite you to be part of a Bible study, start or join a Growth Group, 
or have your current Growth Group join us in the Marks of a Disciple 
sermon series Bible study. You can register at the ministry table in 
The Center of the church on Sundays September 5th and 12th, online 
at www.MarionMethodist.org, or by contacting Jen Digmann at (319) 
329-9635 or jdigmann@MarionMethodist.org

 

ZZiioo  JJoohhnnoo’’ss  
GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiCCaattee  

ffuunndd  rraaiisseerr    

Providing affordable housing for seniors 
with low to moderate incomes. 

Thank you for helping us help 
seniors in our community 

To purchase certificates contact: 

Kay Stanford @ 
kestanford@yahoo.com or 319-
373-4371 

Kenneth Stanford @  
kdsforever@msn.com or 319-389-
0053 

____________________________
____________________________

Each year beginning in 2011 Marion Senior Living Community 
(MSLC) has held a lasagna dinner fundraiser at Faith Lutheran 
Church.  Due to pandemic, we have transitioned over to selling 

Zio Johno’s $5.00 gift certificates.  
These certificates can be used to buy almost any menu item, at 
any of the Zio Johno’s locations, at the date of your choosing 
and they never expire.  



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
August 12: Ella Rae Miller, daughter of Jordyn 
and Andrew Miller

DEATHS:
August 25:  Patricia Burnett, mother of Diana 
(Pat) Knight

August 29:  Gene (Harold) Scadden, husband 
of Marlene Scadden.
September Food Pantry Item - Soup

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

Purchase tickets for SHE Women’s 
Conference presents Priscilla Shirer’s 

Going Beyond Simulcast at 
www.SHEwomensConference.org.

Tickets are $25 per person.

Thank You
Thank you so much for allowing me to have 
my dad’s, Nick Longworth, celebration of life 
in your church.  It was beautifully done.  It just 
seemed fitting as he preached to this congre-
gation many years ago.  I know he was very 
pleased and very proud!  

Thank you again and God bless,
Jenifer Longworth

Pastoral Care Corner - Forgiveness
The beginning of the school year always brings up a host of memories:  
getting new school supplies, meeting your teacher, perhaps navigating a new 

school building and lots more.  My earliest 
memory of school was in a two-room 
schoolhouse in Columbia, Iowa, just south 
of Knoxville.  I attended kindergarten and 
first grade there and had 1 classmate the first 
year and 2 the second.  I remember intently 
watching the older students as they worked 

at the blackboard and did their lessons, and how much I wanted to be them.  
Those two years were exceptional because of the one-on-one attention we 
got, as well as learning from the older students.

Another very clear memory I have of those early years was not so positive.  
Columbia has always been very small but in those days 
there was a hardware store and a general store that had 
anything and everything, including a few school supplies. 
My favorites were the Big Chief tablets and the very cool 
pencils.  While on my way to school one day I stopped in 
the store and decided to help myself to one of those special 
pencils, despite the fact I had no money, so sure that I just 
had to have it for school.

Of course, the store owner saw me and called my dad, so right after school 
Dad marched me back down to the store where I had to return the pencil 
and apologize for what I’d done.  I will never, ever forget that humiliation 
and a lesson that was the hardest and probably one of the most important I 
could ever learn in all my years at school.  Even at the age of 5 or 6, my dad 
held me accountable for my actions, and made me take responsibility for 
what I had done, which has stayed with me obviously to this day.

Our God is that kind of Father, who holds us accountable for our actions, 
who sometimes exercises discipline that stings but is truly meant for our 
own good, and will ultimately make us better people and better disciples.  
Though God always loves us and wants what is best for us, there are times 
when he needs to remind us that we’ve overstepped our bounds, that our 
actions or words have been hurtful and unkind.  In those moments, the Holy 
Spirit will fill our hearts with remorse and sadness because we know we have 
disobeyed and acted against God’s expectations for us.

As we obey God’s word and follow his commands, the ultimate goal is to 
draw us closer to him and to be more Christ-like in everything that we do 
and say.  So, when we get that twinge of conscience or that sick feeling in the 
pit of our stomachs and know we’ve done wrong, the Holy Spirit is urging us 
to ask forgiveness of the person we’ve wronged, to own up to our mistakes 
and take responsibility for our actions.  Then when we ultimately turn to 
repentance and ask God’s forgiveness, he will be ready and waiting to hear 
and forgive.

My child, don’t reject the LORD’s discipline,
    and don’t be upset when he corrects you.
12 For the LORD corrects those he loves,
    just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.
Proverbs 3:11-12 NLT

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki
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September 5th, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

Prayer 
Matthew 7:7-11 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s something you’d like your family to pray about with you? 

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries.  
Today’s trouble is enough for today” (Matthew 6:34). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

says to keep on asking, seeking, and 
knocking in prayer. When we pray, 
God will give us good gifts, just as a 
father gives good gifts to provide for 

his children. 
 

Bible Point:  
God hears our prayers. 

Through the Week 
• Write Matthew 7:7 on a piece of paper: 

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what 
you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will 
find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be 
opened to you.” 

• As a family, decorate the sign. 
• Hang it on the door your family uses most 

often to exit the house. 
• Whenever you see it, let it be a reminder to 

pray—even if it’s a really quick prayer as 
you rush out the door! 

 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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September 12th, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

The Golden Rule 
Matthew 7:12; 18:21-35 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about the nicest thing someone has ever done for you. 

“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you.  
This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

says to treat others the way we want to 
be treated. This adage is known as the 

Golden Rule. Later Jesus illustrates 
the Golden Rule with a story about a 

debtor who is forgiven a huge debt but 
won’t forgive a small debt. 

 
Bible Point:  

Treat others the way you  
want to be treated. 

Through the Week 
• Set up a “Golden Rule Jar” in a common 

area of your house. 
• Together, think of realistic things you wish 

people would do for you. (Parents, you may 
need to coach kids away from things like 
“Give me $20” or “Let me eat a whole pack 
of cookies.”) 

• Write each idea on a slip of paper, and fill 
the jar. Parents or older siblings can write 
younger kids’ ideas. 

• Each day, everyone will take one slip out of 
the jar and try to do that action for someone 
else that day. (Kids who can’t read can pull 
out a slip and ask someone to read it for 
them.) 

 
 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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