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is that no one needs to know – but – if you are a Christian, 
it will be impossible to not be known. Jesus says if you are a 
follower of mine your life is visually “marked.” (“I am the light 
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.” John 8:12) Your life identity in Christ 
can be no secret because he literally shines through you. The 
disciple is “marked” by the light s/he is given and brings into 
every situation. Light is always seen.
 
“Marks of a Disciple” is the theme of our fall preaching, the 
narrative of our Christian growth emphasis and we pray the 
nature of who we continue to become as Christians and a 
church. Evident and quantifiable discipleship behaviors are to 
be the norm of those who are marked by Christ. In our United 
Methodist Church those marks are prayers, presence, gifts, 
witness and service. (See if you can match the “mark” to the 
icon for each below). 

Join us as we work to help each other become better disciples, 
people who want to shine for Jesus in every area of life.

    Pastor Mike

Marked by Our Decisions
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CONTACT US:

As long as I have a left hand, my wedding 
ring will mark the wonderful decision 
Theresa and I made to be married. That 
ring has endured yard work and mission 
trips, being bent out of round by a weight 
bar, getting caught on this or that and 
regardless, it stays in its place. It will stay 
because I am a “marked man” and VERY 
happy about it. 

Our lives are in many ways a succession of decisions, each of 
which matter. One of our men’s groups is reading a book by 
Patrick Morley in which he writes: “We all do exactly what we 
decide to do; we are the sum of our decisions.” The contention 
is that every person: man, woman, boy or girl is “marked” by 
the decisions they make. If you believe this to be true, and I 
do, then picking what to be “marked” with or “marked” as is 
how you become known to others.

Evaluating your life in the moment, the age and stage you 
are in right now, what marks your life? How are you known 
to others? What decisions or disciplines might you need to 
engage in to accelerate or change the way your life is marked?

Because you are reading a Christian publication, it cannot 
be a surprise to you that I would advocate you discern what 
decision(s) you must make to become a more useful and 
committed disciple of Christ, one whose life is “marked” by 
the elements of discipleship.

Becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ always begins with a 
decision. A man, woman, boy or girl decides for themselves, 
“I am going to follow Jesus.” Families, pastors, the church, 
youth and teachers guide individuals to the pathway that 
leads to becoming a disciple, and the decision is always theirs 
to make. No one becomes a true disciple by force. The person 
bearing the “marks” of a Christian disciple has done so on 
purpose, they have not been hoodwinked, tricked, or coerced 
into living the life of a Christian.

“Why do people need to know I am a Christian?” was recently 
posed to me by a churchgoer. The very specific easy answer 



TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Bible Studies and Growth Groups Begin 
September 19th

This fall we will be focusing on the 
Marks of a Disciple: Prayers, Presence, 
Gifts, Witness, Service. Through this 
sermon series Bible study, you will be 
able to attend or watch the sermon each 
week and use the study guide that we 

provide to dig deeper into the message that you hear each week. 
There are several opportunities for you to join in this study 
through a weekly Bible study or joining a Growth Group. 

Bible studies will be offered throughout the week on Sunday 
mornings, Tuesday afternoon or evening, Wednesday evening 
or Thursday evening at the church. 

A Growth Group (small group) is a great way to have a 
smaller gathering of people that grow together in all aspects of 
discipleship through Bible study, fellowship, prayer, and service. 
A Growth Group is a small group, 8-10 people, that meet on 
a weekly basis in their location of choice. Sometimes this is in 
someone’s home, at a coffee shop, or park, or at the church.

I invite you to be part of a Bible study, start or join a Growth 
Group, or have your current Growth Group join us in the 
Marks of a Disciple sermon series Bible study. You can register 
at the ministry table in The Center of the church this Sunday, 
September 19, online at www.MarionMethodist.org, or by 
contacting Jen Digmann at (319) 329-9635 or jdigmann@
MarionMethodist.org. Bible study materials will also be 
available for pick up this Sunday. 

 

ZZiioo  JJoohhnnoo’’ss  
GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiCCaattee  

ffuunndd  rraaiisseerr    

Providing affordable housing for seniors 
with low to moderate incomes. 

Thank you for helping us help 
seniors in our community 

To purchase certificates contact: 

Kay Stanford @ 
kestanford@yahoo.com or 319-
373-4371 

Kenneth Stanford @  
kdsforever@msn.com or 319-389-
0053 

____________________________
____________________________

Each year beginning in 2011 Marion Senior Living Community 
(MSLC) has held a lasagna dinner fundraiser at Faith Lutheran 
Church.  Due to pandemic, we have transitioned over to selling 

Zio Johno’s $5.00 gift certificates.  
These certificates can be used to buy almost any menu item, at 
any of the Zio Johno’s locations, at the date of your choosing 
and they never expire.  

Church Mortgage Update
Great News!!

The Trustees have worked with Farmers State Bank to update 
the terms of our loan. The result is a new 5-year Adjustable-Rate 
Mortgage (ARM) at a 0.5% reduction in the interest rate – now 
down to 3.35%. This will save us thousands of dollars in interest 
payments. 

The Trustees have also concluded to use $250,000 from the sale 
of the historic building, in downtown Marion, to reduce the 
principle of the mortgage. This brings the outstanding principle 
down to $2,125,000 with a new minimum monthly payment of 
$11,700.

Both actions have set us on a course to pay off the mortgage in 
2033, many years ahead of the original terms of the mortgage. 
Thank you to all who have given to the capital campaigns that 
have allowed us to worship in a new building at 5050 REC 
Drive!

Thank You
A big thank you to the UMM, UMW, 
and all the volunteers who made the 
Pathfinders Fall Kick Off event a huge 
success!

Dani Showalter
Director of Children’s Discipleship

Card Shower
A card shower is being held to celebrate Evelyn 
Hollister’s 100th birthday on September 24. 

Mail cards to:
Evelyn Hollister
Woodlands Building #105
1224 13th St. NW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
September 1: Judah Leo DeReus, son of Kelsie 
and Ben DeReus
BAPTISMS:
September 5: Sebastian Lee Millam, son of 
Clarissa and Matthew Millam
September 12: Emma Sue Limbert, daughter of 
Ali and Dan Limbert
September 12: Declan Charles Mark Morgan, 
son of Allison and Dan Morgan. 
DEATHS:
August 30:  William Oberthur, father of 
Elizabeth (Bill) Caldwell, and grandfather of 
Christopher Caldwell

September Food Pantry Item - Soup

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

Purchase tickets for SHE Women’s 
Conference presents Priscilla Shirer’s 

Going Beyond Simulcast at 
www.SHEwomensConference.org.

Tickets are $25 per person.

Pastoral Care Corner - Freedom
My family often makes me laugh.  Our grandson Parker, a freshman in high 
school, was invited to ride along to an out-of-town football game with a 

classmate at his new school.  Later that evening 
his mom texted her sister, and Ralph and me to 
lament his new-found freedom and her angst in 
handling it.  Then came more texts from both 
the girls about all the ways we tried to curtail or 
monitor their freedom when they were in high 

school, some of which was true, but most was highly exaggerated.  Parker’s 
mom finished by saying it was going to be a long night and she wasn’t sure 
she’d make it through the next 4 years, to which I responded, prayer and 
lots of it was all she needed.

It’s hard letting kids grow up, test their wings, and trust that they will be 
okay.  From the moment they begin walking, they’re 
moving away from the protective shadow of their 
parents and attempting more and more on their own.  
Ever wonder how God felt when Adam and Eve started 
exploring the garden and tried all that was new to them , 
ultimately eating of the forbidden fruit?  God had given 
them everything they would need or want, including an 
intimate relationship with Him.  All he asked was that 
they not eat the fruit of one particular tree.  Everything else was at their 
fingertips but they had to leave that tree alone - but you know the story.

Freedom’s a tricky thing, something that we fight for, that many have given 
their lives for, but as a rule, we don’t truly understand how precious it really 
is.  God could have created us to be his unquestioning followers, never 
doubting anything that he did and slavishly following his commandments, 
never doubting, pushing back or asking why.  But in perfect love, God gave 
us freedom to make decisions; to choose if we would follow him or not, 
whether we would love and trust him and obey his commandments, even 
when we don’t understand or can’t fully comprehend his ways.

But if our lives are dominated by our understanding of freedom, we 
ultimately become slaves to sin and our own selfish desires, which will 
not result in a life of joy and peace.  Freedom through Christ gives us the 
opportunity to love God with all our hearts, minds and souls and others as 
ourselves and to put aside the sinful human nature that focuses only on our 
wants, needs and desires.  Paul writes in Galatians 5:

“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But 
don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom 
to serve one another in love.  For the whole law can be summed up in this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

If we are to be truly free, we must fully surrender ourselves to God.  His 
plan, his way is so much better than ours and will save us a lot of pain and 
disappointment when we turn away from those things we think will make 
us free and instead choose freedom in Christ.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



The Return of the Harvest Market
Saturday, October 23, 2021

8:30am-2:00pm
After a year of missing a fun day 
at the Harvest Market, it will be 
back on Saturday, October 23, 
2021 for shopping, a delicious 
luncheon, and great fellowship.

There are many ways to become involved in the Harvest Market. 
But wait, I don’t know how to bake and I can’t sew! How can 
I possibly help or contribute? Marion Methodist is reaching 
out to our congregation, whether or not you are a member of a 
circle, you can participate. One way to contribute is by making a 
donation. Go to the church website, the Giving Page, and make 
a donation under Harvest Market. Flyers and bookmarks will be 
available for you to share with family, friends, and colleagues. 
On Sunday, October 3, our delicious cookies will be available 
for sampling in The Center. At this time you can pre-order 
frozen cookie dough! Sugar, Chocolate Chip, and Oatmeal….
yummy!

Many of the classic items sold in previous years will be available. 
Shop at “Wesley’s General Store,” “Sweet Buy & Buy,” “Abundant 
Creations,” and “The Carpenter’s Crafts.” This year we are 
adding a new store “Faithful Friends” with items to pamper 
your pets. You can look forward to the delicious ham loaf 
luncheon, homemade cinnamon rolls and caramel pecan rolls.

If you are a “crafter” and would like to donate some of your 
creations (jewelry, wreaths, greeting cards, hair accessories, 
signs etc.) please contact one of the Harvest Market Committee 
members to inquire where and when to bring your items.

If you are a baker, watch for the next article suggesting items to 
bake for the “Sweet Buy & Buy” bakery.

Mark your calendars: Saturday, October 23, 8:30 am-2:00 pm. 

See you there!

Committee Members:  Jill Ackerman, Stacy Cannoy, Tami 
Schlamp, Angie Stockert and Carolyn Munson

The Membership Vows of Marion 
Methodist Church

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you reject the 
spiritual forces of wickedness, the evil powers of this world, 
and the bondage of sin?  

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves?

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole 
trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in 
union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of 
all ages, nations and races?

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful 
members of Christ’s holy Church and serve as Christ’s 
representatives in the world?

As members of Christ’s universal Church, will you be loyal 
to the United Methodist Church, and do all in your power to 
strengthen its ministries?

As members of this congregation, will you faithfully 
participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, 
your witness, your gifts, and your service?

Marks of a Disciple
Each Sunday during the 
Marks of a  Disciple sermon 
series, a card will be available 
to pick up to help you 
remember each Mark.  Cards 
will be available each week as 
you walk in or out of service 
or at each Welcome Center.  
Make sure to collect all 6!

Classes for children, adults, and youth return to 
Wednesday nights on September 22.  Wednesday Night 

meal will not be served in September, this will be 
reevaluated for October.
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September 19th, 2021  
Sermon on the Mount:   

The Narrow Gate 
Matthew 7:13-14; John 14:6 

 
  
 
 
 

v 

Talk About This… 
• Tell what you think would be the coolest way to travel down a path. 

“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you.  
This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

says there’s a wide path that leads to 
hell but he’s the only way to get to 

God’s kingdom, heaven. Jesus is the 
only way, the truth, and the life! 

 
Bible Point:  

Jesus is the only way to heaven. 

Through the Week 
• This week, look for traffic signs that show 

you there’s one way to go. This can include 
“one way” signs, signs with arrows, or 
“wrong way” signs. 

• If your kids aren’t familiar with these signs, 
show them the pictures below so they know 
what to look for. 

• Whenever anyone sees a sign, they’ll point 
it out and lead your family in a prayer, 
thanking Jesus for making a way to heaven. 

 
  

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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September 26th, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

True Disciples 
Matthew 7:15-23 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• If you were a fruit, which fruit would you be, and why? 

“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you.  
This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
warns about false prophets—people 

who seem trustworthy but aren’t. Jesus 
says to determine who truly loves him 

by the fruit you see in their lives. 
Someone with a bad heart can’t 

produce good fruit, and someone with 
a good heart can’t produce bad fruit.  

 
Bible Point:  

Jesus’ friends live like him. 

Through the Week 
• Eat fruit with your family.  
• Feeling ambitious? Work as a family to 

make a fruit salad!  
• Want to keep it simple? Just some grapes 

or an apple will do. 
• As you enjoy your fruit together, point out 

ways you’ve seen “fruit” in each other—
evidence that you’re friends with Jesus. 

 
 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org

	9-17-21 Final
	Take Home Sept 19
	Take Home Sept 26

