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The call to redevelop our motive hangs on the truth that 
helping others find food, a friend, or a place to stay can be 
generically altruistic and good without having any spiritual 
motivation. While a good and right thing, simply helping falls 
short of our God charged mission. Our mission of caring for 
others needs its core to be in our love for God, who through 
Jesus Christ has shown us the lengths, heights, and depths our 
love for others must go. Redeveloping that spiritual passion will 
take us to places in loving others we previously believed were 
outside of our abilities.

The love of the Great Commandment joins the Great 
Commission when we look at what Jesus was saying to his 
disciples and why. His way is not intuitive because it drives 
children, youth, and adults – people already “born” - to a 
rebirth, a new life. The church can never forget that we are 
on a spiritual mission, to transform the entire world through 
assisting lives to be transformed.

John Wesley frequently exhorted the preachers under his 
care with the words: “You have nothing to do but save souls; 
therefore, spend and be spent in this work.” The Great 
Commission is our core priority. The same John Wesley sent 
Francis Asbury to the American Colonies two hundred and 
fifty years ago, not with the charge; “Do nice things”, but rather 
“Offer them Christ.” Asbury and his preachers ignited the 
American Great Awakening in which thousands of souls were 
added each year to the number of those following Christ with 
their lives. 

This movement, focused on the Great Commission and Great 
Commandment, grew so fast that in the middle of the 19th 
century, one half (yes 50%) of Americans were Methodists. I 
have long been a believer that if something can be done once – 
it can be done twice. Our turn.
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CONTACT US:

Matt Damon and Greg Kinnear starred 
in “Stuck on You”, a movie depicting the 
lives of conjoined twins in a ridiculous 
slapstick fashion. I remember little about 
the story except the simple truth that 
conjoined twins have two personalities 
that must live towards a common 
purpose or disaster will surely follow.  

This article, the third in a series intends 
to help you understand the concerns our denomination 
now faces and give some counsel regarding how we might 
approach the coming choices. The hope in these articles is not 
to stir uncertainty, rather to intentionally inform you change 
is coming and encourage the witness to Christ that is Marion 
Methodist to focus on core priorities.  

Today, I submit to be an effective witness to Christ in the 
world, the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
I am always with you to the end of the age.) and Great 
Commandment (Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”) 
must be joined at the hip or, like conjoined twins working for 
opposing purposes, disaster will surely follow for this church.  

In authentic Methodism, love of God and neighbor are core 
metrics. Whatever else illustrates Christian living, love of God 
and neighbor always hold seats of honor at the table of a life 
lived as a Christ follower. This has long been the hallmark 
of a “Methodist” and must be a redefining characteristic of 
our movement. Marion Methodist has long been a “love 
neighbor” type of fellowship and we must persistently 
continue that work – AND – redevelop constantly our 
motives for doing so. 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

What will happen to UMW?
“The Lord announces the word, and the women who 
proclaim it are a mighty throng.” - Psalm 68:11 (NIV)
For many Methodists, Women’s Ministry is the 
backbone of mission and action for justice in their 
local churches. Women have been gathering for 
over 150 years to learn, pray, give, and advocate in 
support of local, national, and global needs. Our 
history highlights a proud tradition from the Ladies 
Aid Societies to WSCS (Methodist) or WSWS 

(Brethren) to UMW. Countless women have gained leadership skills 
and friendships along the way. 

As we approach changes in our denomination, there is no doubt 
that Women’s Ministry will still be making a difference in our 
communities and in the world. Whether your local church chooses 
to join the Post-Separation United Methodist Church or the Global 
Methodist Church, all women can still associate with the United 
Methodist Women organization if they choose. In 2016, new 
alternative ministries for women were approved by the General 
Conference. Since then, fresh resources for Bible study and mission 
opportunities have blossomed. New women have found a welcome 
space and are getting involved. We are now able to tailor our 
ministries to our local interests and needs.

Joining the Global Methodist Church will only increase choices and 
options to be in mission. The laity will be part of the priesthood 
of all believers. Led by the Holy Spirit and grounded in Scripture, 
the possibilities for Women’s Ministry in the GMC are limitless. 
Some local groups may choose to continue to support many worthy 
missions like Iowa’s Shesler Hall, Bidwell Riverside Center, and 
Hawthorn Hill, as well as UMW projects around the world. Some 
groups will embrace the challenge to refocus missions in their own 
neighborhoods and communities. Other groups will find a way to 
do both. It should be pointed out that programming from national 
UMW has increasingly been focused through the lens of social 
justice. The new GMC will hold a traditional orthodox view of 
marriage, sexuality, and life, leaning into the power of Christ’s work 
on the cross to bring real transformation. 

As the model for missions continues to evolve, we are now in a 
world where cultural humility, mutuality and shared ministries are 
preferred to past models of sending missionaries from the U.S. to 
foreign lands. How exciting is this vision: to work with Methodist 
sisters from around the globe as partners in the gospel with equal 
voice and leadership!  

Women’s Ministry in the Methodist Church has seen many changes 
over the decades. The upcoming changes should be met with 
enthusiasm and hope. God has blessed our mission in the past and 
we boldly pray that God will continue to bless us as we bring our 
passion and unique gifts for serving in God’s mission today and into 
the future.

Wesleyan Covenant Association
Interested in the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association? If so, you are invited to a gathering 
of conversation, worship, fellowship and 
information at Calvary United Methodist 
Church, 100 East James Street, Walcott, Iowa this 
Sunday, June 27th from 2-4:30 PM. A carpool 

will leave Marion Methodist “east” parking lot at 12:30 PM.

SAVE THOSE HY VEE RECEIPTS
UMW is collecting Hy- 
Vee receipts to raise 
monies for the Linn-Mar 

and Marion school districts. Hy Vee will donate 
a percentage of the total receipts to the schools, 
which will enable them to buy needed materials. 
Just place your Hy-Vee receipts in the designated 
box on the mission shelves in the NW corner of 
The Center, and UMW will take care of the rest! 
Thank you for helping out the schools in this easy 
way.



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
May 25:  Linda Fulkerson, mother of Kim 
(Dan) Moore

BAPTISMS:
June 13: Brooks Michael Hinrichs, son of 
Robert & Robin Hinrichs
June 20: Fallon Alexandria Fisher, daughter of 
Brandon and Mary Fisher
June 27: Parker Jo Messerli, daughter of Ben & 
Jess Messerli

ANNIVERSARIES:
June 17: 60th Wedding Anniversary for Gary 
and Sharon Knapp
June Food Pantry Item - Soup

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Pastoral Care Corner – Mental Health
There’s been a lot in the news lately about the way Covid shutdowns and 
the pandemic have affected mental health.  The numbers of extreme mental 
health issues have been skyrocketing since people dealt with forced isolation, 
restricted interactions with friends and loved ones and drastic changes in 
routines.  For some there may have been pre-existing issues, but the drastic 
increase in mental health cases has brought to light just how fragile peoples’ 
minds can be, especially when normal coping strategies are no longer in 
place and accessible.

My family lived in the shadow of mental illness for many years.  My younger 
brother, Craig, battled mental illness and 
addiction for much of his adult life.  He 
went through every kind of therapy, was 
institutionalized several different times, 
and met with countless therapists and 
psychiatrists over the years.  Medications 
were prescribed that turned him into a 
zombie and others helped him function 
better and be more stable.  Eventually 
diagnosed with bi-polar disease, depression/anxiety and adult ADD, his 
life was unpredictable and caused him to either be utterly dependent on 
members of our family, or completely off the grid, with no knowledge of 
his exact whereabouts for weeks at a time.  Addiction to drugs and alcohol, 
which often goes hand in hand with mental illness, intensified his issues 
tremendously.

As an adult, he nearly always worked, but many of his jobs never lasted very 
long for a variety of reasons.  Over the 
road trucking, a job he loved and stayed 
with the longest, provided him with a 
steady income and a home (the cab of 
his truck).  But it also made it easy to go 
off medications that he badly needed, 
and to sidestep accountability to anyone 
for erratic behaviors, such as drug and 
alcohol usage, and prolific gambling while 

on the road.  Craig would be gone for weeks at a time, during which he’d 
either call me in complete distress, despondent because he was so alone and 
had nothing and no one, or conversely, when he was “king of the road” and 
living the dream, extremes due largely to his drinking and bi-polar disease.

While mental illness was not the cause of his death 7 years ago this month, 
his untreated mental illness and alcoholism had a complete stranglehold on 
him.  Especially during his time on the road, this led to behaviors causing 
him to neglect his diabetes and heart disease, to the extent that he was in 
heart and kidney failure and on dialysis the last year of his life.

Craig’s story is one that I will wholeheartedly share with anyone, anytime.  I 
truly believe that the more we share our experiences with mental illness and 
the struggles that are so enmeshed within it, the more we can help others 
find appropriate help and resources so that their story has a better ending 
than my brother’s.  He had access to all the help he needed over the years, 
but the choices and decisions he made ultimately led to his death at the age 
of 56.  I hope and pray that we can help each other, learn from each other, 
and lift each other up in prayer so that anyone struggling with mental illness 
will know they’re not alone, that there are resources and help available if 
they will reach out and let us take their hand.

God’s Blessings to you all,
Vicki



Third Anniversary Generous Give 
update

After years of planning and the successful BELIEVE 
and BUILD campaigns, construction began on our 
church building in 2017. On Father’s Day 2018 – Marion 
Methodist held its first worship service in the new 
church at 5050 REC Dr.

The congregation faithfully and fearlessly took on 
the significant stewardship challenge completing the 
TRANSFORM campaign and beginning to pay down a 
mortgage that lasted 25 years into the future. 

Offering by offering, the mortgage began to shrink. 
Making our monthly payment and burning down 
the principal on the back end is the focus of the 
GENEROUS GIVE campaign and it is working! Since 
launching in October 2020 this campaign has raised 
over $750,000 of our $1M goal to date, meaning we owe 
less than $2.5 Million dollars. If we ceased the campaign 
and began simply making monthly payments our debt 
would be fully retired 16 years from today. PRAISE THE 
LORD!

Further, the $300,000 we recently received from the 
Pentecostal Church as their final payment on our 
historic facility downtown will be applied to debt 
retirement at a time to be determined by the Trustees as 
most beneficial to the church. 

We celebrate what God has blessed us, our community, 
and those to come in this Christian ministry through 
this facility and the Ministry of Marion Methodist 
Church! 

Horse Trough Baptisms
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 June 27, 2021 

Psalm 119:  
God’s Word Is Forever 

Psalm 119:89-96; 2 Kings 22–23 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
The psalmist celebrates the eternal 

nature of God’s Word. When the 
Israelites rediscover God’s Word after 

it was lost in the neglected Temple, 
they celebrate the truths that are 

contained in it. God’s Word is as true 
today as it was when it was first 

written. 
 

Bible Point:  
God’s Word is true forever. 

Talk About This… 
• Parents, what are some differences between your childhood and your kids’ childhood?  

• What’s similar? 

“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path” 
(Psalm 119:105). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Try a family activity where you don’t use 

any modern conveniences. See if you can 
use only Bible-era devices! Here are some 
examples: 

o Prepare food over a fire, and eat by 
candlelight. 

o Use ink and feathers to write letters 
to people instead of texting. 

o Walk somewhere instead of driving. 
o Tell stories without reading them 

from books. 
o Plant a vegetable or fruit plant so 

you can grow your own food. 
o Sing a song together—without 

playing any music! 
• Feel free to try any other examples you 

think of, and then compare how life then 
was similar to and different from life today. 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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July 4, 2021    
Psalm 119: Guide 

Psalm 119:105-112; Mark 12:28-34 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
A psalmist explores how God’s 
Word is like a light, showing us 

what path to take. Jesus sums up 
the two main things God’s Word 
shows us to do: Love God and 

love others. 
 

Bible Point:  
God’s Word shows us what to do. 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a time you looked in your Bible to find an answer to a problem or question. 

“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path” 
(Psalm 119:105). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Play a fun game of Hide and Seek in the 

dark. 
• Wait until night, and turn off all the lights in 

the house. 
• Everyone will find a hiding spot. 
• The Seeker gets to use a flashlight to help 

look for all the Hiders. 
• Play several rounds so everyone can be a 

Seeker. 
• Talk about how the flashlight showed you 

where to look and how the Bible is like or 
unlike a flashlight. 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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