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wrong but that Jesus himself was wrong. Then you would need to 
believe his words were not from God but human words, this would 
make the apostles liars and claim that God is unable to clearly 
communicate his plan for humanity.” 

To be an effective movement of God’s church we need to 
redevelop an understanding of how it is that God’s Word is 
authoritative. The inspired reader will make “plain sense” of 
metaphorical language (God is not a Cosmic chicken but a 
protector of our souls) and understand clearly what is to be read 
literally. The virgin birth of Christ as the truth of the incarnation, 
the atoning death of Christ for human sin, the bodily 
resurrection, the ascension of Christ to the Father, the Spirit’s 
descent at Pentecost are all truths we are to affirm as literal facts. 
Marion Methodist takes seriously developing our faith on the 
authority of God’s word.

Rebirth. John Wesley often wrote: “I want to know one thing, 
the way to heaven—how to land safe on that happy shore. God 
himself has condescended to teach the way: for this very end he 
came from heaven. He hath written it down in a book. O give me 
that book! … Let me be homo unius libri.” Wesley’s declaration 
homo unius libri means “man of one book” but it does not mean 
“only read one book.” 

The Methodists are to be learned Christians, and like the 
Wesleys, our foremothers and fathers in faith, we are to read the 
publications and commentaries of the times alongside the words 
of the “ancients” and test EVERYTHING in faith and life that we 
read, see, hear by the one book, closing the loop on our prima 
scriptura orientation. Marion Methodists have always taken 
seriously the “one book” as critical to the birthing process of a 
Christian.

I am aware that you may have deep interest or no interest in all 
of this prelude and simply want to get things to a vote so that this 
church can be as we feel God is leading it to be. I understand, 
this has been brewing for a while, so keep reading, my role in 
writing is to help Marion Methodist (which is the collective 
“you” the body of Christ here) make an informed decision when 
the moment arrives in 2022.

    Pastor Mike
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Is God a cosmic chicken? 

Psalm 91:4 does say, “He will cover you 
with his feathers, and under his wings 
you will find refuge…” and of course the 
answer is no, but please read on. The 
question is meant to be ridiculous and to 
point us towards an important question. 
How are we to read and take the Bible 
seriously?

This second in a series is to help you understand one of the 
concerns (maybe the deepest) in our denominational crisis, the 
position and importance of Holy Scripture in faith formation. 
These articles are aimed at assisting you in your discernment 
regarding the coming choices Marion Methodist will need 
to make concerning denominational affiliation. In each I am 
deploying three words; redefinition – redevelopment – rebirth, 
for clarification.

Redefinition. Prima Scriptua is the Christian doctrine stating 
the Old and New Testaments are above all other sources 
of divine revelation. Scripture is the primary source upon 
which faith should be founded, tested, and lived out. Prima 
Scriptura suggests a believer may be influenced in knowing or 
understanding God or God’s will by the Holy Spirit, the created 
order, gifts, visions, reason, and a wide variety of other sources 
AND to be authentic they must be testable and correctable by 
the Scripture and set aside if they contradict Scripture. 

Prima Scriptura is the way of the Wesleys and all of the 
traditions birthed from the Methodist movement (i.e. African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Salvation Army, Free Methodists, 
Wesleyan Church, Nazarenes etc.). Marion Methodist defines 
faithful Christian living through the lens of prima scriptura.

Redevelopment. The early Methodists grew exponentially 
because unlike the tepid traditions of the 18th century Church 
of England, they believed the Bible as the inspired Word of 
God. John Cooper (lead singer of Skillet) writes: “Scripture is 
the first and final word. It is the wisest of wisdom. For those who 
believe in Jesus as Lord it is altogether illogical to disbelieve the 
Bible is the authoritative word of God. You then would need to be 
open to the possibility that the writers of the Bible were not only 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Horse Trough Baptism
Symbols are important in the church and if you 
desire to reaffirm your baptism by being fully 
immersed in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit you are invited to do so on June 20th. 
If you have never been baptized and desire to 
be fully immersed, you are invited to receive 
the sacrament on June 20th. Connect using the 
info below. Sign up at MarionMethodist.org/
BaptismEvent

Thank You
Dearest Marion Methodist, 

Thank you for the love.  Memories.   Continued 
connection with your lives.  Your joy arrived on 
a rough medical day, which proves God’s timing 
is perfect.  My prayer is your mission ministries 
might continue to bloom and grow as you are 
stretched into a deeper relationship with Jesus.   I 
am blessed by your ministry, hope, and love.

Rev. Melisa Bracht-Wagner

Pastoral Care Corner – Listening for God’s Voice
School’s out and summer vacation has started, even though summer 
doesn’t “officially” start until June 20.  Kids will be looking forward 
to swimming, going to camps, and maybe even going on vacation 
with their families.  What a change from last summer!!

My brothers and I loved summer.  With all the 
freedoms of a small town, I could ride my bike 
across town to the public library and stock up 
on books, and my brothers could hop on their 
bikes and be gone all day, coming home only 
for lunch and supper.  The boys had a band of 
friends they’d hang out with, building forts, 
riding bikes and playing ball.  At mealtimes, 
my dad would stand outside the back door and whistle for them to 
come home.  He had an ear-piercing whistle that could be heard 
blocks away and was deafening if you were standing too close to him.

Sometimes my brothers would come riding in soon after that first 
whistle, but more often than not, it would take two or three whis-
tles before they’d eventually come riding home.  On more than one 
occasion, when they were getting chewed out for not coming home 
sooner, Craig, the older of the two, would try to explain that they 
didn’t hear dad the first time he whistled.   Not much of an excuse, 
right?  How did they know that they missed the “first” whistle?  So 
they’d get chewed out and all would be well, until the next time they 
were slow getting home again because they missed that first call to 
supper.

How many times do we miss God’s call, his voice reaching out to 
us, trying to get our attention?  For all the times we cry out to God 
in prayer, how often do we really listen and wait to hear his voice 
answering us?

Scripture is full of references to God’s call, his voice speaking to 
his people in all sorts of circumstances, from speaking to Moses 

through the burning bush, to Jesus calling 
the disciples to follow him and speaking to 
Paul on the road to Damascus.  Call to me 
and I will answer you, and will tell you great 
and hidden things that you have not known.  
Jeremiah 33:3.

Unlike my dad’s once or twice a day whistle calling the boys home 
for meals, God is calling to us constantly by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, desiring to engage us in conversation through prayer, reas-
suring us, guiding us, and shepherding us through our days.  If we 
are paying attention, Jesus is speaking to us, not in the storm, or 
the earthquake, but in the still, small voice that spoke to Elijah on 
the mountaintop.  Our ears then need to be ready to hear, ready to 
receive the messages that God wants so badly to share with us.  Our 
hearts must be open to the possibility that God truly desires that we 
hear his voice as leads us through our days.
When they call to me, I will answer them;
    I will be with them in trouble,
    I will rescue them and honor them.  Psalm 91:15

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
May 11:  Helen Kuebler, mother of Karen (Mark) 
Ultis
May 12:  Chuck Mincks, son of Jim Mincks
May 28: Wilbur Baldwin, husband of Shirley 
Baldwin and father of Craig (Cindy) Baldwin.
June 4:  Lesta Robinson

June Food Pantry Item - Soup

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity 
Kits
These kits are used for 
disaster response across 
the country and help 
displaced or vulnerable 

families obtain hygiene items in times of crisis.  
For the month of June, we will be collecting 
these items: 

• Shampoo - 15-18 oz
• Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or 

pump

Please purchase these items and drop them off 
at the mission depot station in the Center or 
at the downtown church office.  Please contact 
scampbell@marionmethodist.org with any 
questions.  Thank you for your generous support 
of this mission!

Back is Best
Typically one article in the Marion Methodist is enough, but this time I felt 
compelled to add a second. I invite you to return to worship if you have not, 
because you are loved, you are missed and statistically, “back is best.” Please 
know that as a staff we have talked with frequency about encouraging 
people to attend when they are ready and comfortable. I acknowledge the 
thin line between invitation and “pressuring people.” Please do not feel 
pressured!  

By way of information as a person deeply committed to mental health 
concerns, I share the following. American’s mental health ratings have sunk 
to a new low. (See Gallup poll) Across the board, people report that they are 
doing worse this year compared to last year. In fact, this is the worst of any 
point in the last two decades, with a nine-point drop from last year to this 
year.

The ONLY group doing better? People who attend religious services weekly. 

Let this sink in for a minute. Men say they are doing worse. Women 
say they are doing worse. Republicans say their mental health is down. 
Democrats say the same thing. Marital status and income…all down. But 
those who attend a religious service weekly are +4.

The part that has made us nervous to attend worship in the COVID era is 
that it is communal in nature. Psychologically of course, the positive side of 
this coin is that the church is communal in nature. It is about relationships, 
making the human connections that we have been craving in our isolating 
COVID bubbles. So, when it’s appropriate for you, know we are ready to 
welcome you back to worship.
    Pastor Mike

Holy Smokes BBQ raised 
$1,500 for 4:12 Student 
Ministies. Men’s group 
member, Steve Griffin, 

presented a check to Kelsie 
DeReus during the 10:15 

AM service on June 6.



CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE SERVICE
On Sunday July 4, at the 8:15 Celebration of Independence 
service, we will be honoring all our living veterans and active 
duty service personnel.  Veterans will be recognized in a video 
and asked to stand if they’re in attendance.

If you would like to be included in this recognition, please 
make sure we have your picture for the video.  The following 
information is also needed:
A service photo
Your branch of service

Pictures and service information can be sent to Vicki Standley 
at vstandley@marionmethodist.org or call Vicki at 377-4856.  Pictures will be scanned and returned to you.  All information 
will need to be received no later than JUNE 22.

Information regarding next steps in 
Methodism

The Official site of the United Methodist 
Church is https://www.umc.org/ 

The Official news site of the United Methodist 
Church is  https://www.umnews.org/en 

UMNext (the more progressive leaning cau-
cus) has put together a website https://umc-
next.com/ 

The Wesleyan Covenant (the more traditional leaning 
caucus) has put together a site that includes links to every 
caucus to enable your personal investigation. Simply go here 
https://www.iowawca.org/ and then select “resources.”

Interested in the Wesleyan Covenant Association? If so, you 
are invited to a gathering of conversation, worship, fellow-
ship and information at Calvary United Methodist Church, 
100 East James Street, Walcott, Iowa on June 27th from 
2-4:30 PM. 
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June 13, 2021 

 Psalm 23:  
My Cup Overflows 
Psalm 23:5-6; Ruth 2–4 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
At the end of his song about how God 
is like our shepherd, David celebrates 
God’s blessings in his life, proclaiming 
that his cup overflows with blessings. 

Those blessings include God’s 
goodness and unfailing love pursuing 

him. For Ruth, God’s blessings include 
food and family. 

 
Bible Point:  

God blesses us. 

Talk About This… 
• What are you thankful for about our family? 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need” 
(Psalm 23:1). 

 

 

Through the Week 
• Count your blessings…literally! 
• Draw a large cup on a piece of paper. 
• Write the numbers 1 through 20 inside the 

cup outline. 
• Throughout the week, pay attention to 

God’s blessings. When you find one, write it 
next to a number. 

• Preschoolers can join in the fun—they just 
need to tell someone what to write. 

• See if you can overflow the cup by the end 
of the week. When you’ve filled in all 20 
spaces, write blessings around the cup! 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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 Psalm 119:  
Delighting in Right Living 

Psalm 119:9-16; Daniel 5 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
The psalmist delights in God’s Word, 
storing it in his heart so he won’t sin 

against God. When King Belshazzar is 
sinning against God, God sends a finger 

to write God’s judgment on the wall. 
Daniel, who knows God’s Word, is able 
to discern what the writing on the wall 

means about the king’s sinful behavior. 
 

Bible Point:  
God’s Word helps us live right. 

Talk About This… 
• What’s a part of the Bible you’re interested in reading more? 

“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path” 
(Psalm 119:105). 

 

 

Through the Week 
• Use oil or soap to write a Bible verse on 

your bathroom mirror. 
• When the mirror gets steamy during a 

shower or bath, the verse will show up! 
• Choose any verse you want! Here are a few 

ideas: 
o “I have hidden your word in my 

heart, that I might not sin against 
you” (Psalm 119:11). 

o “Dear children, let’s not merely say 
that we love each other; let us show 
the truth by our actions” (1 John 
3:18). 

o “Avoid worthless, foolish talk that 
only leads to more godless 
behavior” (2 Timothy 2:16). 

o “Be kind to each other, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, just as God through Christ 
has forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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