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To focus on core gospel teaching means to make clear an 
understanding of the Triune God, the relationship between 
repentance and faith, salvation and sanctification, and living 
with a biblical worldview, which is to say, live lives aligned with 
the gospel and the historic statements of faith like the Apostles 
and Nicene Creeds.

Redevelopment. Marion Methodist needs to consistently 
being considering what ministries we affiliate with and how 
those ministries are carried out. Currently we have two 
teams working on reimaging our Discipleship Pathway and 
transforming it to “Marks of a Disciple” so that you might 
know what type of disciples we are trying to make here. 

Rebirth. Our souls long to be part of a movement that includes 
an awakening for God’s people. We dream of something new 
energized by the Holy Spirit, enabling us to share God’s love 
with a hurting and broken world. We long to be vital agents of 
Christ’s love and grace, and visualize a church full of disciples 
of Christ intent on making more disciples, serving God and 
our community, and growing in faith. 

My responsibility as a United Methodist Pastor is to grow the 
collective all of us in the ways listed above and more, and I aim 
to fulfill that responsibility. I also have been saying for years 
that while we know this is coming, Marion Methodist is a 
faithful enough and strong enough church to have loving and 
kind learning periods, discussion in which we might not all 
see eye to eye and ultimately will lay it in God’s hands to pull 
us forward rather than rip us apart. If we focus on core gospel 
teaching – while we will still have much to discuss on more 
than one issue – for the sake of our community, God’s church 
will get stronger.

   Pastor Mike Morgan
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CONTACT US:

The problem: The United Methodist 
Church is in decline. Even with the 
explosive growth found outside the USA 
in Africa and Asia, the United Methodist 
Church has declined every year of its 
existence. Further, disagreement over 
doctrine, discipline, and the practice 
of ministry have weakened the United 
Methodist “brand” here and abroad. 
While Marion Methodist is an outlier 

and not declining, knowing the denominational crisis is 
important.

These disagreements are leading towards a likely 
multiplication of denominations following General 
Conference (the worldwide meeting of United Methodist 
delegates from around the globe) in 2022. If nothing changes, 
some churches will become part of the Global Methodist 
Church while others will be known as the Post Separation 
United Methodist Church. Conversations will be held in the 
next months to discern the next denomination family for 
Marion Methodist AND regardless of the path we choose, 
I believe these three words; redefinition – redevelopment – 
rebirth must be considered as key to our growth.  

Redefinition. Marion Methodist must have focus on core 
gospel teaching. This seems like a description of the obvious, 
but not so. The Man in the Mirror author Patrick Morely 
writes; “The ease with which people now associate themselves 
with religion has produced two kinds of Christians: biblical 
Christians and cultural Christians…Cultural Christianity 
means pursuing the God we want instead of the God who 
is…Biblical Christians don’t live by their own ideas, but by 
penetrating, understanding, and applying the Word of God.” 
Regardless of the milieu they find themselves in, a church 
that is to make disciples of Christ must focus on core gospel 
teaching.



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Pastoral Care Corner - Helping
We’ve become very accustomed to the technology surrounding 
cell phones.  My kids are old enough they can 
remember life without cell phones, but my 
grandkids have grown up with them and have been 
able to use them proficiently since the time they 
could hold one and punch the buttons.  So much so 
that, if I’ve been around my grandkids, especially 
the three older girls, one or the other has been on 
my phone playing games, taking pictures or videos, 
and changing my home screen.  The latest wallpaper 
change hurt my eyes it was so bright and pink.  Side 
note:  it didn’t stay on there long.

What they take for granted would have been unheard of when I was 
growing up.  Having the ability to buy a phone and maintain it, let 
alone the technology involved would have been a luxury my family 
would never have been able to afford.  I’ll never know the particulars, 
but my family was not well off by any means during my childhood, 
and though I never heard us referred to as poor, we certainly didn’t 
have much room in the budget for more than just the necessities of 
life.

Living on one income in the 50’s and 60’s, and a preacher’s salary to 
boot, meant we had food on the table and things that we needed, 
but there was never much wiggle room for fun extras.  We never got 
government help that I know of, or food baskets or other support, but 
my mom made my clothes, my brothers got hand-me-downs from 
friends, and our churches shared garden produce and other food 
items during the summer and fall which my mom canned and froze, 
all of which helped stretch the food budget for our family of 5.

In Deuteronomy, God exhorts the Hebrew people to take care of the 
poor, “Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, 
I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy 
neighbor in your land”  Deut. 15:11 NRSV.  Declaring there will 
always be those in need, God reminded his people that they were 
to look out for and give aid to anyone among them that needed the 
basics of life.  That certainly hasn’t changed for us today.  

As we know, the past year has been a hard one economically for a lot 
of people.  Layoffs during shutdown, businesses closing because of 
the pandemic, a changing face of employment as businesses struggle 
to reorganize and repurpose themselves.  All of this has shaken the 
job market, and created many insufficiencies for individuals and 
families everywhere.

Our responsibility and privilege, as followers of Jesus, is to care for 
those who are in need and unable to provide the basics for their 

families and themselves.  Fortunately, we 
have many avenues such as the Marion 
Food Pantry, Marion Cares and FLY to 
“open our hand to the poor and needy 
neighbor in our land”.  Through these 
organizations and many others, we’re 
able to meet peoples’ needs right here in 

Marion, with food, clothing, meals and school backbacks during the 
summer.  I hope and pray that you’ll answer God’s call to care for his 
people in any way that you can because “there will never cease to be 
some in need here on earth.”

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
May 21:  Lee Johnson, husband of Chloe 
Johnson.  Family includes daughter Debbie 
(Jason) Brunken and granddaughters Kristen 
and Jenna.

May 22:  Hunter Ackerman, son of Jerry (Jill) 
Ackerman.  Family includes brother Brock 
Hanna.

June Food Pantry Item - Soup

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity 
Kits
These kits are used for 
disaster response across 
the country and help 
displaced or vulnerable 

families obtain hygiene items in times of crisis.  
For the month of June, we will be collecting 
these items: 

• Shampoo - 15-18 oz
• Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or 

pump
• 1-gallon Resealable Plastic Bags

Please purchase these items and drop them off 
at the mission depot station in the Center or 
at the downtown church office.  Please contact 
scampbell@marionmethodist.org with any 
questions.  Thank you for your generous support 
of this mission!

Memorial Sunday
May 30 at 8:15 AM

The Memorials Committee again 
this year is continuing a tradition 
on Memorial Sunday to honor and 
remember all those who have been 
welcomed into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
this year or in years past, as a member 
or non-member of Marion Methodist.  

If you have a memorial/tribute candle for your loved one, we would 
like to display it on Memorial Sunday.  Please bring the candle to the 
Sanctuary before the 8:15 am service on Sunday, May 30.  You can 
then pick up the candle after the conclusion of the 8:15 am service. If 
you wish, we would be happy to store the candle for display each year.  
If you have any questions, please contact the church office, 377-4856.

Horse Trough Baptism
Symbols are important in the church and if you desire to reaffirm 
your baptism by being fully immersed in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit you are invited to do so on June 20th. If you have 
never been baptized and desire to be fully immersed, you are invited 
to receive the sacrament on June 20th. Connect using the info below.

Job Opening
Marion Methodist is looking for a Technology 
Associate

We are seeking someone to provide support 
to the audio, visual, and lighting systems used 
within the church and assist in the development 
of Marion Methodist’s Digital Ministry.  This 
position is part-time, 20 hours per week.

View full job description at www.
MarionMethodist.org/Available-Positions

Please submit your letter of intent and resume to 
John Terry at jterry@marionmethodist.org
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May 30, 2021 
Psalm 23:  

Green Meadows 
Psalm 23: 2-3; Matthew 11:28-30 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
In these peaceful verses from Psalm 
23, David writes that our shepherd, 
God, lets us rest in green meadows 

and leads us beside peaceful streams, 
renewing our strength. Jesus makes a 
similar promise when he invites us to 

take our heavy burdens to him  
and find rest. 

 
Bible Point:  

God gives us rest. 

Talk About This… 
• What’s something that helps you find rest when you feel stressed? 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need” 
(Psalm 23:1). 

 

 

Family Together Time 
• Find just five minutes you can spend 

together as a family each day this week. 
 If you have more time, great! But at the 
 bare minimum, try to squeeze in five 
 minutes of rest. 
• Don’t plan anything for your rest time. 
• As you enjoy one another’s company, find 

things to do that bring you rest and 
refreshment. That might be talking, playing 
a game of catch, going for a quick walk, 
listening to music, or anything else that 
helps you find rest from the troubles of the 
day. 

• At the end of your rest time together, thank 
God for giving you rest. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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June 6, 2021 

 Psalm 23:  
Dark Valleys 

Psalm 23:4; Exodus 13:17-22 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
In this section of Psalm 23, things take 

a dark turn…into dark valleys. But 
God, our shepherd, is still there with 
us! The Israelites have a hard time 
when they escape from slavery in 

Egypt and wander through a desert. 
But God shows he’s with them through 

pillars of cloud and fire. 
 

Bible Point:  
God is with us in hard times. 

Talk About This… 
• What things in your life feel hardest right now? 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need” 
(Psalm 23:1). 

 

 

Through the Week 
• Get a cotton ball for each person in your 

family. 
• Read Psalm 23 together. 
• Give your cotton ball “sheep” names. 
• Review Exodus 13:17-22 together to see 

how a cotton ball can also remind you of the 
cloud that represented God’s presence with 
the Israelites. 

• Carry your sheepy clouds with you all week 
as a reminder that our shepherd, God, is 
always with us. You might put them in a 
pocket, purse, or backpack. 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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