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in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”  

Like the word or not – every Christian is called by the Lord 
to be an evangelical. Professor David Bebbington has offered 
a “quadrilateral” core of evangelical convictions. Knowing 
Marion Methodist as I do, this list should resonate with our 
reality and call us to deep thought, prayer and action. Be 
warned – it’s a little complicated – but you are all pretty smart, 
so please read on and reflect a bit. 

Conversionism is the belief that lives need to be transformed 
through a personal relationship with Christ that leads to a 
lifelong process of following Jesus.  

Activism is the expression and demonstration of the gospel in 
missionary and social reform efforts. 

Biblicism gives a high regard for and obedience to the Bible as 
the prime authority for forming life and faith. 

Crucicentrism, which places stress on the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ on the cross as making possible the redemption of 
humanity. 

A brief article where I plead twice for the reader to read on 
may be “deep in the weeds” for the casual reader, for that 
apologies. Yet, Marion Methodist in the mid and post COVID 
era MUST embrace an evangelical spirit. Thousands in our 
area are spiritually, emotionally and economically broken. They 
need a good word, a friend, a path to walk with others, and an 
evangelical church will provide that. 

Please read the next few articles as for our generation the intent 
will be to redefine – redevelop and rebirth “evangelical” to what 
I pray will be a clear and winsome lifestyle and way of faith we 
Marion Methodists will deploy.

   Pastor Mike
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CONTACT US:

Words are often culturally redefined, 
redeveloped and rebirthed. Sometimes it 
makes sense, sometimes it just happens. 
While there are many, let me give you a 
“test” sample of a few words: 

Tool used to mean something you dug 
up the garden with, today, it also means 
someone who’s not intelligent or really 
annoying. 

Sick used to mean ill, today, it also means something is really 
amazing. 

Cell used to mean jail or a tiny part of your body, today, of 
course, it’s what you call your phone. 

There are a variety of others you can conjure up from memory 
or a quick search with your phone or computer, but these 
suffice to launch the conversation that will transpire in 
this space over the next handful of issues. While I have no 
authority (or frankly interest) in redefining tool, sick or cell, 
there is one word in the Christian lexicon that has fallen 
on hard times that Marion Methodist needs to redefine, 
redevelop and rebirth for the building of the Kingdom of God 
right here and right now. 

The word is evangelical. Please keep reading, don’t allow 
me to lose you right out of the gate! The word “evangelical” 
has hit hard times. Unfortunately, today, the word is used 
interchangeably with “fundamentalist” or “right wing 
Republican.” It has been politicized and spun into very 
unflattering depictions. Significant substance is required to 
redefine “evangelical”, which is what Jesus calls something we 
want to be on purpose. 

The four gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
are known as the “evangelists.” That is, their purpose and 
hope in sharing the good news of Jesus was to call on and 
encourage people to come to a faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus tells 
his disciples in the last words Matthew records; “All authority 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
These kits are used for 
disaster response across 
the country and help 
displaced or vulnerable 
families obtain hygiene 
items in times of crisis.  

For the month of May, we will be collecting these items: 

• Shampoo - 15-18 oz
• Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump
• 1-gallon Resealable Plastic Bags

Please purchase these items and drop them off at 
the mission depot station in the Center or at the 
downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you 
for your generous support of this mission!

Never Miss Worship – 
Even when you Miss?!?! 

Spring tourneys and travel, summer trips and reunions 
make it easy to miss a Sunday of worshipping in the 
church. GOOD NEWS!!! Our digital ministry is 24 
hours so when you need to miss a Sunday, you can 
click into our Marion Methodist YouTube channel and 
not miss a message. During COVID, binge worship has 
become a thing for some people – so gorge yourself on 
worship if you desire. 

Memorial Sunday
May 30 at 8:15 AM

The Memorials Committee again 
this year is continuing a tradition 
on Memorial Sunday to honor and 
remember all those who have been 
welcomed into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, this year or in years past, 
as a member or non-member of 

Marion Methodist.  If you have a memorial/tribute candle 
for your loved one, we would like to display it on Memorial 
Sunday.  Please feel free to drop off or ship the candle to 
5050 REC Drive or bring to the Sanctuary before the 8:15 am 
service on Sunday, May 30.  You can then pick up the candle 
after the conclusion of the 8:15 am service. If you wish, we 
would be happy to store the candle for display each year.  If 
you have any questions, please contact the church office, 377-
4856.

Thank You
One of the ways our congregation has 
traditionally served our Lord has been 
through an Easter Offering designated 
to local missions. This year the total 
offerings reached $11,200. This enabled 
Marion Methodist to bless Marion 
Churches Senior Living and Marion 
Cares each with $5,600. Thank you 

for your generousity and helping these important 
community programs continue their service to Marion.

Brain Health Matters! 

As you may or may not remember, very early in the pandemic I 
suggested that the mental health challenges may be equal to or 
surpass the physical challenges that COVID19 had presented us. 
Today, the physical challenges include over a half a million deaths 
in our country and you have heard of the snowball of mental health 
challenges.  

While some persons became very ill and others passed, many did not 
contract COVID because we took precautions, washed hands, wore 
masks and received the vaccine(s) when they arrived. In a similar 
vein, while some persons have become very mentally ill and need 
specific therapies to help them get through this, many of us have 
“felt” COVID and know that maybe a few steps will put us back on 
the path to good brain health. 

To that end, I have been working as part of the Marion Community 
COVID response task force with some local mental health 
professionals on a simple project. We have created the “billboard” 
you see (and will see in many places soon) to encourage those of us 
that need a little boost to good brain health as a simple reminder to 
care for your “brain” and body. 

Rev. Mike Morgan



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
April 19: Nick Longworth, former Marion 
Methodist Associate Pastor

May 8:  James Fye, husband of Mary Fye.

May Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Pastoral Care Corner – Celebrating Moms
Though Mother’s Day has officially come and gone, I hope you’ll indulge my 
reflections on this special day.  Every year I celebrate my mother in memory 
only, as she’s been gone almost 19 years, and I love to share those memories 
with my kids and grandkids.

Mom was a homemaker, as they were called back in the day, so she spent 
most of her time taking care of us and 
keeping the house in good order.  I loved 
coming home to the smells of something 
delicious simmering on the stove and 
learned to cook by Mom’s side at an early 
age.  The Pyrex mixing bowls she likely 

got as a wedding present, are the ones I learned to make cookies in and still 
use today.  She taught me how to sew and garden among other things, but 
mostly she taught me how to be a mom and grandma.

When I started my family, Mom was amazing.  She stayed with us for days 
or weeks at a time during my pregnancies, especially when I had our twin 
girls.  After being with us for over a month, she went home for a week, then 
turned around and spent another couple of weeks with my brother when his 
first child was born.  Mom adored all the grandkids and they loved her.  She 
taught them to make pies, they helped plant her flower gardens in early May 
and put up her Christmas decorations the day after Thanksgiving.  They all 
knew where she kept her stash of Twix bars in the refrigerator and where the 
good chips were to munch on.

By the time my girls got married and started their families, Mom was no 
longer with us, but I’ve tried my best to carry on the 
example of love and support that she showed me as I 
raised my kids.  I’ve been fortunate to stay with all my 
grandkids when their parents were away, and relished 
that one-on-one time with each of them.  I stayed 
with the oldest ones when their younger siblings were 
born, and cherished that time as well.  I love to make 
cookies with all the kids, and my oldest, Parker, is 
now making all kinds of delicious things on his own!  
Each one of my grandkids is an absolute treasure and I love being with them 
whenever I can.

As much as Mom loved my kids and I love my family, we know that God’s 
love is much grander and more complete.  Every day God teaches and guides 
us through the Holy Spirit, and, in his Word, we find the ways in which he 
shows us how to love him and love others.  The love we know and experience 
through our parents, kids and grandchildren is just a glimpse of how much 
we’re loved and treasured by God, and his love knows no bounds.  I thank 
God every day for his immeasurable love and the opportunity to share that 
love with the family that he’s so graciously given me.  I pray that you have 
sweet memories and that you know his extravagant love as well.

The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the love of a Mother.
-St. Therese of Lisieux

Blessings to you,
Vicki

Thank You
Wanted to say Big Thank You for the service 
for Harlan Hamdorf - Everyone at Marion 
Methodist was so nice and helpful. It was 
very much appreciated.

Luncheon was delicious - thank you ladies - 
from the family.  

Carol Kurth, Harlan’s Sister



BBQ CHOPPED BRISKET
holysmokedseriesholysmokedseries
BBQ CHOPPED BRISKET

Lunch Fundraiser Supporting: 

WHAT
Holy Smoked Series 4:12 BBQ Lunch Fundraiser

WHEN
Sunday, May 23rd @ 11:15 am

MEAL
Slow Smoked Chopped Brisket Sandwich, Chips, and a Drink

COST
$12 (Sales start Sunday, May 2nd, going through Sunday, May 16th)
A link to eventbrite will be available soon!

DETAILS
The MMM BBQ Team is at it again with a fresh take on the BBQ 
fundraiser. All proceeds and donations will help support the 4:12  
student ministry. We pray for nice weather, and plan to set up seating 
outside the church (our community backyard) where we can chat, 
share stories, and enjoy a tasty lunch—together. If you'd prefer the 
meal to-go, no problem, we'll have some containers for you.

Worried we're changing up our classic BBQ dinner? Rest easy, we 
plan to bring back the traditional BBQ fundraiser this Fall and 
continue to support the Marion Cares Shine Program.

Marion Methodist 2021 Confirmation Class
Back Row: Pastor Mike Morgan, Theresa Morgan (Leader), Ashley and Austin Cassell (Leaders), Aiden Merta, 
Hunter Wildman, Brady Barry, Kain Polniak, Ben DeReus (Leader)
Front Row: Coleman Walker, Eliah Bushlack, Bronson Miles, Alexis Geistkemper, Charlie Stevens, Kayla Barske, 
Allison Lewis, Lucas Digmann, Hunter Freeze
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May 16, 2021 
The Armor of God: 
Sword of the Spirit 

Ephesians 6:10-12, 17; Luke 4:1-13 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Paul talks about the spiritual battle 

we’re fighting against evil and tells us 
to wield the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God. This is the only 

offensive weapon that’s listed as part 
of God’s armor, and we see Jesus use 
his sword to fight Satan’s temptations. 

 
Bible Point:  

We fight evil with God’s Word. 

Talk About This… 
• Describe the Bible. What do you think it’s useful for? 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm” (Ephesians 6:13). 

 
 

Through the Week 
• Choose one verse from the list below that 

means the most to your family. 
• Work together to learn the verse, putting it 

in your hearts, not just your heads. 
• Discuss what the verse means for your life 

and what difference it makes each day as 
you remember it. You could fill in the 
second half of Psalm 119:11 with why the 
verse matters to you: “I have hidden your 
word in my heart, that I might ____.”  

Choose from these verses: 
• “Do everything without complaining and 

arguing” (Philippians 2:14). 
• “Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! 

Tie them around your neck as a reminder. 
Write them deep within your heart” 
(Proverbs 3:3). 

• “This is my command—be strong and 
courageous! Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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 Psalm 23:  
My Shepherd 

Psalm 23:1; John 10:1-16 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
David begins a psalm about how 
God is like a shepherd. In John 

10, Jesus also talks about how he 
is like our shepherd. As his 
sheep, we can follow our 

Shepherd because he guides us. 
 

Bible Point:  
God guides us. 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one area of your life where you’d like more guidance from God? 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need” 
(Psalm 23:1). 

 

 

Family Together Time 
• Look up videos online that show training 

techniques for pets. 
• If you have a pet, try out the techniques! 

Remember, animals other than dogs can be 
trained. You can train cats, mice, 
hamsters…even a fish can be trained to 
jump! 

• If you don’t have a pet, that’s okay. Just 
watch the videos and observe how the 
animals follow the guidance of their 
masters.  

• After watching the videos, talk about how 
the animals following their masters’ 
instructions is like or unlike the way we 
follow God’s guidance. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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