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homes through the church online. While the percentage can’t 
be verified, it is noticeable in both coming and going. 

#11 Opportunities for evangelism are abundant. People are dis-
membered, fractured and hurting. A loving, caring presence 
that represents hope in Christ will be welcomed by many who 
have been hesitant to receive it prior to all of this. 

#12 General optimism prevails. This I suspect is the normal 
human condition. It seems in moments that don’t seem able to 
get much worse we tend to believe better days are ahead. I do 
and I hope you do, too. 

Recommendations 
#3 Think like a new church start. Turn the page on everything 
and build from where you are. Resist all temptation to go 
back, because our mission is always in front of – not behind 
us. This was good to read because we were already there. 
On January 30th, your Church Council had an all-morning 
retreat that focused on our “new” things. One of those was the 
consideration of the Distinctives of Marion Methodist and the 
other was to define the “Marks of a Disciple” of Jesus Christ. 
These two concepts will be the hub around which our ministry 
grows in the next 4-12 months. Stay tuned and as noted in #11 
above, bring your friends along for the journey. 

#5 Evangelize! People are hurting and in need of hope, 
socialization, community and healing, and they have been 
unable to find it on their own. Let the passion you have for 
the Lord well up inside you in such a way that you offer it, and 
maybe even a ride to and seat next to you at Marion Methodist 
or in one of the groups within our community. 

COVID 19 is neither the end of the world nor the end of 
the church. The church of Jesus has endured several global 
pandemics before – each with far inferior medical communities 
AND at the end of each grew exponentially. I submit to you 
that we are the next in that great legacy to make the footprint of 
God’s people larger, in and after a world health pandemic, than 
it was before! 

   Pastor Mike

Trends and Opportunities 

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

Church, school and business leaders are all 
reading many prognostications regarding 
what they are seeing and have seen during 
COVID 19 and, we hope are moving 
forward through it. Shane Bishop, United 
Methodist evangelist, recently shared an 
article “A Dozen Things we are seeing and 
Five Recommendations” which our Marion 
Methodist staff has worked through at length 

and I share portions of it here. 

Things we are seeing 
#2 Churches who opened early are reaping rewards. The 
churches who have been open for live worship the longest 
seem to have recovered the most. Marion Methodist opened 
in the second wave of local churches and regarding worship 
attendance, mission work, United Methodist women, Bible 
Studies, children and youth ministries. We are certainly 
feeling forward recovery. Certainly we are behind some 
because of our COVID mitigation strategies and ahead of 
those who have yet to meet in person for the same reason. 

#4 Churches are all over the place concerning COVID 
mitigations. Marion Methodist has been blessed with a 
Reemergence Task Force that met 10 times prior to the 
derecho and set a steady course forward. This included a 
“loosening the belt one notch at a time” philosophy which 
you have seen played out in the last few months with relaxing 
seating guidelines in the Sanctuary, then The Center and now 
the classrooms. Fellowship has been enhanced by offering 
water bottles and hot coffee while at the same time providing 
safety measures including not serving food yet, encouraging 
and achieving 100% masking etc… 

#7 Lots of people have changed churches – maybe up to 15%. 
We have experienced some wonderful comings of persons 
new to Marion Methodist and are feeling the difficulty of 
some members going. This may be because the lockdowns 
gave persons an easier opportunity to act on what they were 
desiring to do prior to the pandemic, step away from conflict 
or bad habits and begin anew elsewhere. Some found new 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
These kits are used for 
disaster response across 
the country and help 
displaced or vulnerable 
families obtain hygiene 
items in times of crisis.  

For the month of May, we will be collecting these items: 

• Shampoo - 15-18 oz
• Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump
• 1-gallon Resealable Plastic Bags

Please purchase these items and drop them off at 
the mission depot station in the Center or at the 
downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you 
for your generous support of this mission!

Never Miss Worship – 
Even when you Miss?!?! 

Spring tourneys and travel, summer trips and reunions 
make it easy to miss a Sunday of worshipping in the 
church. GOOD NEWS!!! Our digital ministry is 24 
hours so when you need to miss a Sunday, you can 
click into our Marion Methodist YouTube channel and 
not miss a message. During COVID, binge worship has 
become a thing for some people – so gorge yourself on 
worship if you desire. 

Pastoral Care Corner – Fitting In
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  Romans 12:2

As a kid I wanted to fit in so badly.  When we moved, the towns 
were small, the kids had all grown up together or were related, and 
I desperately wanted to feel like I belonged.  I didn’t do anything 

drastic, but I tried hard to be “one of them”, 
to be accepted as a friend, be one of the 
gang.  Some places were easier than others, 
and I’d find a group to fit in with, could 
play with at recess and have fun.  Other 
places proved to be much harder to break 
through those barriers of familiarity.  My 

dad often told me to be myself, be a trend setter and others would 
follow.  I could never summon the courage to make that attempt and 
honestly didn’t believe it would even work.  
The last move was between my sophomore and junior year.  It was 
a real challenge to be accepted there, more so than anywhere else, 
because the kids in my class had been together for so long, and not 
only was I the 16-year-old new kid, but the preacher’s kid to boot.  
Finally, when I went off to college, I could be myself, start fresh with a 
bunch of other kids who were starting at square one also.  But even at 
college and as I entered adulthood, that yearning to conform, to fit in 
often led me to make decisions and choices that weren’t the greatest 
and definitely did not honor God.

Wanting to fit in and be accepted isn’t a bad thing in and of itself, but 
when we disregard what we’ve been taught as Christians and don’t 
stand up for our beliefs when push comes to shove, then we’ve got a 
problem.  It was a long time before I realized that my actions were 
not only potentially harmful to myself, but made a mockery of what I 
professed to believe as a Christian.  

Though I can’t pinpoint an exact time or incident, at some point, 
it became more important what God thought about me than the 
opinions of those around me.  If my 
actions disappointed God or were not 
obedient to the teachings of the Bible, 
suddenly fitting in wasn’t nearly as 
appealing as I’d come to believe.  As 
I read and dug into scripture more, 
participated in Bible studies and really paid attention to the teachings 
on Sunday morning, I came to realize I’d put much more value on 
conforming to the world’s ways than understanding and following 
God’s truths. 

As my relationship with Christ has strengthened and grown, it’s his 
approval I crave, and his ways that I want to follow.  When my faith, 
my relationship with Jesus became mine and mine alone, I could 
truly say that God’s will for my life was the standard, the example I 
would strive to uphold and follow for the rest of my days.  I still have 
room to grow, but at least I truly know what’s worth clinging to and 
where I truly want to fit in.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
April 13:  Levi David Kneeland, son of David 
and Morgan Kneeland.  Grandparents are Gerry 
and Sherry Kneeland.
May Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

“Not a Seat – Not anymore” 
Some of you remember 
these signs – they were 
seemingly EVERYWHERE 
during our early 
reemergence into live 
worship. Thankfully, at the 
time of this publication 
they are being turned into 
“scratch” paper and have 
not been used since late 
March. (Yay!)

Welcome to our New Members who joined the 
church on April 25.

Front row:  Joyce Fischer, Esther Jurcenko, Sherry Garrett, Dayna 
Jensen, Jean Jackson, Gina McConahay
Back row: Deb Foster, Liz Haines, Thiara Smith, Susan Chan, Pastor 
Mike Morgan, Mike McConahay, Tayler Etzel, Travis Granberg

Confirmation Party

Nine students in this year’s Confirmation 
class completed their Bible reading 
plan. Pastor Mike and Theresa treated 
them for dinner with hilarious games at 
Marion’s  Pizza Ranch on Sunday, April 
18. Be proud of these students. They are 
our legacy!

Church Yard comes to life!
One of the wonderful assets our church property has is the ability to serve 
the children of our community. Here you see a girls softball team having 
practice on a recent Friday afternoon. This is truly something we could not 
do downtown in the alley!

It is wonderful to see the property 
being used in ways that we desired and 
that make many very happy!



THOUGHTS ABOUT ONLINE 
WORSHIP
When Covid struck paralyzing the 
nation and bringing everything to 
a screeching halt, I wanted to be in 
church. I needed to hear the assurance 
of familiar voices, because so much 
of what I was hearing was scary and 
foreign. When we switched to online 

only worship, I appreciated that it was there. It wasn’t the 
same as in-person worship, but it was something significant 
that helped to fill my need for “normalcy” in-the-midst of 
craziness; spending time in church is my normal.   I think 
the Marion Methodist staff is to be commended for the 
excellent worship and Christian educational experiences 
you have provided. Parishioners of all ages have had places 
to go to plug in and feel connected. I think the quality of 
the programming that has been offered has rivaled any in 
the country. Everyone is to be commended for learning and 
adapting on the fly, and for the phenomenal work that was 
put in to make those experiences possible. You made it look 
easy, but it wasn’t. 

MORE ONLINE WORSHIP
As online worship continued, I gradually found myself: 
tuning in late, sitting through some of the worship songs, 
curling up on the couch, drinking a beverage or, on occasion, 
checking my phone—all things that aren’t my “church” 
norm. More time and there were occasions when I watched 
the service at a different time or on a different date because 
that was more convenient. I just wasn’t feeling participation 
in on-line worship… and then cancer. When in-church 
worship resumed and I couldn’t attend because of my 
compromised immune system, and Mark lovingly stayed 
home with me rather than attend services without me, it was 
extremely tough. I did, however, experience a renewal of my 
appreciation for on-line services. Sometimes we must take 

what is available to us and be grateful.

CHURCH IS THE PEOPLE
While battling cancer I needed to be in church. I needed to 
join my voice with everyone else’s and lift my arms in praise 
and pour my heart out to God in corporate worship. I needed 
the hugs of my friends. I needed the loving face-to-face 
encouragement of my pastors and fellow church members. I 
needed my Sunday morning ritual of dressing up and going 
to church. I needed to take communion and kneel before 
the cross... While Mark and I desperately missed everything 
“church” at an extremely challenging and vulnerable time in 
our lives, God brought Marion Methodist to us in the form of 
dozens of cards, calls, texts, care packages, meals, and emails. 
We were encouraged and supported, and our burden shared 
by our Marion Methodist church family.  

CHURCH IS A GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE AND 
THE GATHERING IS IMPORTANT
It has been a looooong year, but soon, very soon, Mark and 
I will each have had our two Covid vaccines, and I will have 
had my two-week, immunity-building window, and we will 
be back in church. AND I CAN’T WAIT!!! When you are 
very blessed—as am I—God leads you to a church home 
where He is worshipped as the one true God; a church that 
stands on His Word, where you will find love and acceptance 
and a sense of self, belonging, purpose and “family.” On-line 
worship has filled a very big void for me this past year, and I 
am grateful to have had the option. However, in my opinion, 
it does not compare to being a member in attendance at a 
church. While I hope there are people who have come to 
know God because they found on-line worship, and it was 
more comfortable to them than in-person church attendance, 
I hope when it feels safe for them to do so, they will give in-
person worship a try, because it is the absolute best.

Blessings,
Liz Henderson

Cancer, Congregation, Community and Covid

BBQ CHOPPED BRISKET
holysmokedseriesholysmokedseries
BBQ CHOPPED BRISKET

Lunch Fundraiser Supporting: 

WHAT
Holy Smoked Series 4:12 BBQ Lunch Fundraiser

WHEN
Sunday, May 23rd @ 11:15 am

MEAL
Slow Smoked Chopped Brisket Sandwich, Chips, and a Drink

COST
$12 (Sales start Sunday, May 2nd, going through Sunday, May 16th)
A link to eventbrite will be available soon!

DETAILS
The MMM BBQ Team is at it again with a fresh take on the BBQ 
fundraiser. All proceeds and donations will help support the 4:12  
student ministry. We pray for nice weather, and plan to set up seating 
outside the church (our community backyard) where we can chat, 
share stories, and enjoy a tasty lunch—together. If you'd prefer the 
meal to-go, no problem, we'll have some containers for you.

Worried we're changing up our classic BBQ dinner? Rest easy, we 
plan to bring back the traditional BBQ fundraiser this Fall and 
continue to support the Marion Cares Shine Program.
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May 2, 2021  
The Armor of God: Shield of Faith 

Ephesians 6:10-12, 16; 
Genesis 6–9; Hebrews 11:7 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Paul talks about the spiritual battle we’re 

fighting against evil, and he tells us to 
carry a shield of faith. Like a shield, faith 

protects our hearts because we trust 
that God will keep his promises. Noah 
did just that when he obeyed God and 

built an ark to prepare for the flood.  
Like Noah, we can have faith. 

 
Bible Point:  

We fight evil with faith. 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm” (Ephesians 6:13). 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one thing you’re 100% sure about God? 

Family Together Time 
• Have your family work together to decorate 

a shield of faith. 
• You could draw a shield shape on a regular 

piece of paper or go big and put it on a 
poster board! 

• Decorate inside the shield with words or 
pictures that show things your family likes 
as well as things your family believes about 
God. 

• Hang the shield on your door so you see it 
every time you leave home. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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May 9, 2021 
The Armor of God: 

Helmet of Salvation 
Ephesians 6:10-12, 17; Acts 16:25-40 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Paul talks about the spiritual battle 

we’re fighting against evil and tells us 
to wear the helmet of salvation. Paul 
and Silas wear their helmets when 

they tell about Jesus. They get thrown 
in jail, but God sends an earthquake. 
Then, instead of escaping, they help 

their jailer find salvation! 
 

Bible Point:  
We fight evil with salvation. 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm” (Ephesians 6:13). 

Talk About This… 
• What’s something you’d never consider doing without wearing a helmet? 

Through the Week 
• Have each person in the family find a sports 

helmet or bike helmet to decorate. If you 
don’t have either, that’s okay! Grab hats 
instead. 

• Decorate your helmets with stickers that 
remind you of how Jesus has saved you. 

• Find whatever stickers you have that you 
can use to decorate your helmets. If you 
have plain white mailing labels, use those to 
make your own stickers! 

• If you’re decorating hats instead of helmets, 
stickers may not stick very well. You could 
use permanent markers (help kids with this 
step) to draw inside the hats. 

• Whenever you put on your helmets or hats, 
you’ll have a reminder that you’re already 
wearing a helmet—the helmet of salvation. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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