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don’t and can’t know, but his mind raced too. Surely this was 
chicanery orchestrated by the Jews or the Romans but why? 
They had won. Had not their wickedness accomplished what 
they intended? Why steal the body? What purpose would that 
serve? All of Jerusalem had seen him die. Why push down on 
us harder? He had no idea it was Easter.

John arrived at the grave and looked but waited for the de facto 
leader Peter to arrive before he entered. Peter, the emotional 
one did not slow until he entered the cave. They both looked 
around and while not everything was clear and many gaps 
needed filling, of the moment John says; “He saw and believed.” 
It was Easter for John!

Mary had returned to the grave, likely running behind the 
disciples and now the tears overwhelmed her. Weeping, she 
moved into the grave. Peter and John had taken leave of the 
tomb but two others, angels of the Lord, appeared to Mary. 
She questioned them regarding the location of Jesus’ body but 
before they could answer, the risen Lord stood there with her. It 
was Easter for Mary!

Later that night the disciples huddled together, fearful of 
the Jewish leaders and pondering the curious news from 
Peter, John and Mary – each with a different perspective, an 
individual testimony to the events. Though the doors were 
locked, Jesus appeared in the room with them alive, presenting 
them with his physical wounds so there could be no mistake – 
he was the firstborn from the dead! It was Easter for Peter.

The holy run to the empty grave is one that all of us need to 
make. The image of Peter, John and Mary arriving at different 
times and receiving the Easter truth in different ways is very 
helpful to anyone who seeks Easter in their lives. Just like the 
disciples, it is rare that we come to know the risen Christ at one 
and the same time as, well, anyone else. He is the Savior of the 
entire world and at Easter proves himself to be an all-sufficient 
Savior of each of us individually.

As your pastor, I encourage you to make the run. Your holy 
run. Run to the empty grave this Holy week. Run as fast as 
you can so that you might come to know for yourself; Christ is 
Risen, He is Risen Indeed! 

Make the run because– it is EASTER!

   Pastor Mike
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It was Easter but they didn’t know it. The sun 
may have been eradicating the darkness of the 
night that early morn, but for Simon Peter, 
John and the others life was all darkness. 

Judas, one of their brothers, had betrayed 
Jesus and all of them – after three wonderful 
years together. The events that followed 
the betrayal were nearly too horrific for 
them to think about. They had fled, with 

full knowledge of the beatings and humiliation Jesus was 
facing. In their mind’s eye they could see the flogging, hear 
the punches pulverizing his face, smell the sweat and blood 
dripping from his body. It was all too much. The screams that 
must have passed his lips…

Some of them lingered near the hill of the Skull – far from the 
crowd, gazing from a distance. Others were further from the 
action, but no one could evade the city murmuring the news; 
Jesus had died. They knew his body was released to Joseph of 
Arimathea and placed in a tomb of his ownership. Now it was 
Easter – they had no idea.

Mary Magdalene had gone to the tomb. Things were not 
as they should be. The tomb was open, not sealed shut, the 
body was absent not present. Rather than sitting in the early 
morning moments grieving her loss, her world already upside 
down, was shaken to its core.

She makes the first run of the morning, but she had no idea it 
was Easter. She ran from the grave. Panic stricken not because 
it might be true that Jesus was resurrected, but because the 
corpse she went to grieve to continue her long lament of good 
bye had vanished. Assuming Roman or Jewish villainous 
activity she ran to tell the remaining disciples.

The news set Peter and John’s hearts ablaze. They had no 
idea it was Easter – but like most of us – they had to see for 
themselves. John was faster (he makes sure we know this 
in the gospel) which indicates that while both ran towards 
the grave, it was an individual experience. Simon Peter, 
the emotional one who had denied Jesus, likely allowed his 
stomach to churn with anger pointed at the Jews and Romans 
who he felt hatred towards and powerless against. Surely this 
was them, who else could it be? He had no idea it was Easter.
John was a few feet or a city block faster than Peter, we 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Mother Nature Needs Your Help
Along with our beautiful church, we now 
have 30 acres to care for. Our Landscape 
Team needs your help to clean, prune, 
clip, and rake our 30 acres.

Please mark your calendar for 

Saturday, April 17th 8:30AM – 11:30AM

All work is outside, so dress for the weather.
Coffee, water, and snacks will be in the garage. 

Easter Worship in COVID
The three Easter services (7:00, 8:15 and 10:15 am) 
each will have a maximum seating capacity of 330 
persons and we ask you to please wear a mask even 
when singing. 

Easter worship will be exuberant with each of our 
three services identical. A powerful and physically 
distanced creative version of our Easter favorite 
will be shared by our full choir. The praise band 
and choir will lead worship and God shall be 
praised!

Methodism’s Certain New Birth
The United Methodist Church will soon 
likely give birth to two new expressions on 
Methodism. One will be the Global Methodist 
Church and the other will be the (still 
unnamed) post separation United Methodist 

Church. The actual vote on the birthing of these two groups will 
happen at General Conference in 2022 when the legislation entitled 
“The Protocol for Reconciliation through Separation and Grace” 
comes before that body.

Marion Methodist will be a part of one of these groups and will 
ultimately decide our future. Significant effort will be made this year 
to inform you of our faithful possibilities. 

One of the main players in the prayed for expansion of the Methodist 
expression in the world (currently there are 11 million United 
Methodists and over 75 million people related to Methodism) is the 
Wesleyan Covenant Association. The WCA has an annual global 
simulcast that is filled with exciting and vibrant worship and clear 
presentations of next steps available to persons and congregations as 
we prepare to walk into a new future.

The Global event this year will be held in Montgomery, Alabama at 
Frazier Memorial Church on May 1st. It will be simulcast throughout 
the world and 4 sites in Iowa have been selected to host a gathering, 
Kingsley, Clarion, Altoona and Marion. You are invited to come and 
participate in the Global Gathering at your home church. 

The event will begin at 9AM and conclude at 3:30PM with an hour 
lunch break. Cost for the day is $15 and registration is though the 
Global WCA https://wesleyancovenant.org or you can register 
in person at the door. Lunch will be provided if you choose at an 
additional expense. 

To learn more regarding all the groups that are the players in our 
current situation you can navigate through one site. Simply search 
https://www.iowawca.org and click on “Information Resources” and 
you will find the websites of each constituency.  

Wesleyan Covenant Association
Global Gathering Simulcast, May 1st

Marion Methodist Church 9-3:30

Thank You
A special thank you to Jason Mullin and Mike 
Richmond whose rapid reaction resulted in a 
speedy recovery.  Sincere appreciation from Bob 
Bunting

Joy Boxes
The passing of the offering plates 
at Marion Methodist has been 
replaced with stationary “Joy 
Boxes” located in The Center near 
the doors entering the Sanctuary.  
You are invited to place your 
offerings, gifts, and tithes in them 
as you arrive or leave worship. 



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
February 8: Willow Raine Quinn, daughter of 
Riley & Kelsey (Labs) Quinn.  Grandparents are 
Pat & Vivian Quinn and Marty & Kathy Labs.  
Great-grandparents are Vic & Pat Klopfenstein.

BAPTISMS:
March 21:  Noraleigh Grace Fawcett, daughter of 
Dylan and Emily Fawcett
April Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
This year we will be gathering supplies for 
the United Methodist Commission on Relief 
(UMCOR) Hygiene/Personal Dignity kits 
a little differently.  Instead of collecting 
individual kits, we will be continuing to 
collect select items for the next 2 months.  

Many hygiene products can be purchased in bulk at better savings, which 
means we can assemble more kits for less cost per kit.  These kits are used 
for disaster response across the country and help displaced or vulnerable 
families obtain hygiene items in times of crisis.  For the month of April, we 
will be collecting these items: 

• Adult Toothbrush - Individually packaged (no multipacks)
• Bar Soap - 3-4 oz
• $2 donations for toothpaste

Please purchase these items and drop them off at the mission depot station 
in the Center or at the downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you for your generous 
support of this mission!

Marion Methodist – a safe space
The Marion Methodist team has worked 
tirelessly in our reemergence to provide a 
safe discipleship and worship environment 
with all appropriate COVID fighting 
precautions now a part of our living. When 
you are comfortable, you are encouraged 
to return as we worship and study in 
a spiritually rich and physically safe 
environment.

Pathfinders Children’s Ministry
Pathfinders Children’s Ministry is gathering in person every Sunday 
at 10:15 AM for Sunday School for PreK through 6th Grade.  In 
addition to our weekly online offerings.  Nursery care is available for 
children birth to 3years during the 8:15 AM and 10:15 AM Services. 



Pastoral Care Corner  - God’s Care
Raising a son with Down syndrome has been full of challenges, 
but we can laugh now about things that once drove us crazy.  
Saying our Josh was on the ornery side is an understatement, 
but he came by it honestly, often being teased good-naturedly 
by his dad, grandpa and uncle.  He still likes to tease others 
and loves to play little pranks on his group home staff and 
roommates, some of which aren’t always appreciated, just like 
when he was younger.
I’d often head into Target with all 3 kids and a list in hand, 
hoping to get in and out quickly.  Josh usually 
walked way ahead of us or took his sweet time 
bringing up the rear, so frequently I’d look around 
and discover that he was nowhere in sight.  After 
searching high and low, we’d inevitably find him 
giggling in the center of a clothing rack waiting 
for us to find him.
One summer day, he’d been riding his bike on the sidewalk 
in front of our house under my watchful eye.  At one point I 

looked out:  his bike was laying on the 
ground at the bottom of the hill and he 
was gone.  Ralph and I took off looking 
for him around the area where his bike 
had been dropped.  Panic was setting 
in when I went next door to ask our 
neighbor to help look for him.  Lo and 

behold there was Josh, having a cold can of pop with his good 
friend Doug, while we’d been frantically looking for him.
We’ve faced challenges from the time Josh was a child until 
now, but God has consistently been teaching me patience, not 
to panic, and trust that He is watching over Josh and keeping 
him safe.  It hasn’t been easy, but I’ve learned it’s much better to 
lean into God and seek his wisdom to meet Josh’s challenges.  
At times I’ve even surrendered myself completely to God and 
just admitted I didn’t know how to handle what was in front of 
us, and always, always, God showed a way.
Whatever you’re facing today, don’t try to do it alone.  Reach 
out to a friend, a loved one, someone you trust to lean on, 
to talk through your personal challenge, and receive some 
encouragement and love.  In the middle of the night when the 
doubts and fears creep in, and sleep is impossible, turn to the 
one who is always there, who has the best outcomes in store for 
you, and trust that he will get you through whatever it is that 
you’re facing.
A favorite scripture passage is from the book of Isaiah, 
reminding us that God walks us through whatever we face – 
not around it or over it, but through it.  
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters,
    I will be with you;
and when you pass through the rivers,
    they will not sweep over you.
When you walk through the fire,
    you will not be burned;
    the flames will not set you ablaze.
3For I am the LORD your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;  Isaiah 43:1b-3a
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Wishing Melisa Well!
Melisa Bracht-Wagner came 
to Marion Methodist as our 
Associate Pastor in 2002. In 
2008, Melisa was instrumental 
in organizing flood relief for 
Cedar Rapids by coordinating 
mission groups from all over the 
country. As our youth pastor, 
she built up a flock of young 
and committed Christians. Her commitment to others led 
Melisa to an instrumental role in forming the FLY program, 
which continues to be a great asset to our community. In short, 
Melisa loves the Lord, is a friend to all, and is just plain fun!  I 
bet many of you can “hear” her distinctive laughter now!

“Pastor Melisa Bracht Wagner knows Jesus personally, 
speaks to him often and has expended her entire life to date 
sharing him with others through everything she does, says 
and thinks. She is one of my precious friends in ministry and 
with you I support this effort to pray and wish Melisa well.”  
Pastor Mike Morgan

Melisa and her husband, Dave, have two sons at home; and 
their daughter, Sarah, is a nurse. About 2 years ago, Melisa 
was diagnosed with cancer.  Her journey has been long and 
difficult, but she has never lost sight of God and how he is 
working in her life and how he can work in yours.
We are asking for support for Melisa through your prayers, 
memories, and gifts. On April 11, 18, and 25, please visit the 
“Wishing Melisa Well” in The Center to offer your support.

Children’s Ministry Reminders
Health and safety has been, and 
continues to be a priority at Marion 
Methodist  Although it is not possible 
to eliminate the risk due to COVID-19, 
the support of each individual in 
complying with the mitigation strategies 

are intended to help to reduce the risk. The following mitigation 
strategies will be implemented in the upcoming year during on-
site instructional delivery as follows:

• Health screening is necessary each day.  It is expected that 
you monitor your child’s temperature each morning.   If 
your child has a fever of 100 or greater or is experiencing 
symptoms which may be related to COVID-19 such as fever, 
chills, cough, shortness of breath, body aches, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, headache, 
new loss of taste or smell, please do not send your child to 
Sunday School. 

• Increased hand washing, increased use of hand sanitizer 
when hand washing is not available.

• Use of cloth face covering/face mask is recommended at 
all times, especially during times where social distancing is 
more difficult such as arrival and dismissal

• Increased cleaning protocols to include frequent disinfecting 
of hard surfaces (teachers/volunteers will be required to 
clean their rooms once all children have been dismissed). 

• No use of water fountains 
• Limit shared materials 
• No altogether time in Room 100 prior to 10:15 Sunday 

School. 
• One parent at pick up,  no siblings allowed  during pick up 

(in order to limit cross-group interaction). 
• Sunday on-line lesson will continue
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April  4, 2021 
Easter 

John 19:16–20:18 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus dies on the cross, which is the 

punishment for a criminal. Jesus never 
did anything wrong, but he takes the 

punishment for our sins. Jesus is 
buried in a tomb, but three days after 

his death, his friends find his tomb 
empty! Then Jesus—alive—shows up 

and talks to his friend Mary! 
 

Bible Point:  
Jesus died for us. 

"But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners" 
(Romans 5:8). 

 

Talk About This… 
• What’s the best thing about Easter? 

Through the Week 
Set up a reminder of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
this week. 

• Use a dry-erase marker to draw the outline 
of a cross on a mirror or window. (Don’t 
have a dry-erase marker? Draw it on paper 
instead and hang the paper.) 

• Throughout the week, encourage someone 
to find time each day to mark an “X” on the 
cross and talk to Jesus about his or her sin. 

• At the end of the week, look at the cross 
covered in Xs, representing sin. 

• Erase the cross (or tear down the paper), 
and celebrate together that our sins are 
gone and Jesus is alive! 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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The Armor of God: Belt of Truth 

Ephesians 6:10-12, 14; Acts 5:17-42 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Paul talks about the spiritual battle 

we’re fighting against evil and tells us 
to put on God’s armor. This includes 
the belt of truth. In Acts, Peter and 

John put on the belt of truth when they 
spread the truth about Jesus despite 

being arrested and beaten. 
 

Bible Point:  
We fight evil with truth. 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm” (Ephesians 6:13). 

Talk About This… 
• What questions do you have about God’s truth? 

Family Together Time 
• Write out a Bible verse with a truth your 

family needs to be reminded of. 
• Add a symbol that represents the verse if 

you have kids who can’t read. 
• Hang it on a door, mirror, or the fridge so 

you’ll be reminded of the truth all week! 
• Try these verses, or choose your own: 

o Romans 12:18: “Do all that you can 
to live in peace with everyone.” 
(Draw two people holding hands.) 

o 1 John 3:1: “See how very much our 
Father loves us, for he calls us his 
children, and that is what we are!” 
(Draw a heart.) 

o Romans 8:28: “And we know that 
God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according 
to his purpose for them.” (Draw a 
smiley face.) 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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