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and classes go, to evade deep, distressing or potentially 
controversial, though faith growing, opportunities.

Most of us want to deepen our spiritual journey and so we 
join classes and growth groups to accomplish exactly that, 
and many are very effective in that work. On the other hand, 
when we go to a group with low or limited expectations, 
have not read the assigned Biblical chapters or talk about an 
oil change rather than spiritual growth, we get out of focus. 
Sometimes focus on discipleship is lost because what a 
disciple is or does is nebulous to us. For this reason, I have 
had as a personal mission and written it in to the plan of 
work of the church, the ideal of creating the “Marks of a 
Disciple” for those who are part of Marion Methodist. It is 
exciting to report that great effort is being spent right now 
identifying for the sake of congregational clarity what a 
disciple is and how we can quantifiably grow as disciples. 
Sharing and engaging you in the “Marks of a Disciple” 
will consume our teaching the last third of this year and 
implementing it will be part of our continual life. 

3. I need our weekend services more than ever. COVID has 
been rugged for those who love the weekend gathering of 
the faithful for worship. Yes, we did put in extraordinary 
effort when we were an “online only” church and grew 
new habits to continue it as a viable venue for worship into 
the foreseeable future. Further, for many more months we 
will walk the line of safety and vaccines and masking and 
making sure those not yet ready to gather in person feel 
part of our community and welcomed when ready.   
As many of you have returned, it is clear the “program” of 
worship is simply not what folks miss the most. Worship 
matters because people need to be around their spiritual 
family, worship together, minister to each other in grief 
and celebration, hear about the Lord together and be 
encouraged. Many of you love being at worship together 
because being at church is where we feel the contagion to 
pursue God in our lives.

Truly I would love to think over, pray for, or have a 
conversation with you about what your “list” might be. Take a 
minute, reflect, and send it on to me.
    Pastor Mike

Notes from a Church attendee
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CONTACT US:

One of my colleagues received a note from an 
attendee of his congregation that he shared 
via social media. The attendee was reflecting, 
as many have, on how COVID 19 has affected 
their faith life. This list is brief, and it was not 
what this man’s pastor thought it might be, so 
I share it (with my interpretations) and invite 
you to share yours with me.

The note dated Labor Day 2020, began like this: “Dear 
Pastor _________, Thank you for the worship services and 
preaching during our 6 months away from weekly attendance. 
We are so glad that you have announced that we will return to 
in person services next weekend. Don’t know what you hear 
from other parishioners but thought I would share a short list 
of things that have really affected me since March.” (His list 
follows as numbers 1,2,3 below)
1. I need help being still, not busy.  During all the time 

at home, left to our own devices, was not as surprising 
to me as I thought it might be. Our culture is obsessed 
with busyness and with our time and effort we purchase 
membership in that culture.
Surely, we thought as this all began, that with a month 
or more of “not too far from home”, the books we had 
pledged to read would get read, the workouts would start, 
we would spend more enjoyable quiet time at home, even 
be still and pray. While some of you have, others of us 
repurposed the hours that had been “freed” from going to 
an office into the hours needed to repair our deck, redo a 
bathroom, watch all of the Avengers movies in order, etc. 
We need help hearing the command of God in Psalm 46 
to “Be still and know I am God.” We need help – even 
when governments, politicians, health, and religious 
officials say “stay at home”, to be still. Silence is necessary 
and we need help and discipline to implement it in our 
lives.

2. I need to be more focused on my discipleship. The 
world we live in has so much clatter and at times the 
clatter is designed to keep us from focusing on spiritual 
growth. It’s not just the media, it is often the groups 
we are a part of and how we let personal interactions 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
This year we will be 
gathering supplies for 
the United Methodist 
Commission on Relief 
(UMCOR) Hygiene/

Personal Dignity kits a little differently.  Instead of 
collecting individual kits, we will be continuing to 
collect select items for the next 2 months.  Many 
hygiene products can be purchased in bulk at better 
savings, which means we can assemble more kits 
for less cost per kit.  These kits are used for disaster 
response across the country and help displaced or 
vulnerable families obtain hygiene items in times of 
crisis.  For the month of April, we will be collecting 
these items: 

• Adult Toothbrush - Individually packaged (no 
multipacks)

• Bar Soap - 3-4 oz
• $2 donations for toothpaste

Please purchase these items and drop them off at 
the mission depot station in the Center or at the 
downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you 
for your generous support of this mission!

Joy Boxes
The passing of the offering plates 
at Marion Methodist has been 
replaced with stationary “Joy 
Boxes” located in The Center near 
the doors entering the Sanctuary.  
You are invited to place your 
offerings, gifts, and tithes in them 
as you arrive or leave worship. 

Pastoral Care Corner – The Good Times
Easter Sunday was magnificent as we worshiped together with 
all the great music and a fantastic message!  Our day was even 

better when all our family was home for 
a while, and the grandkids got to play 
outside on such a beautiful day.  About 
supper time, the older grandkids came 
running in and wanted to know if they 
could take a blanket outside and have a 
picnic.  Of course I said yes, and off they 
went.  They sat outside for the longest 

time, just enjoying being together and having fun.  Those kids made 
the most of the time they were together, enjoying a balmy Sunday 
afternoon, and having a simple, impromptu picnic.  No planning, no 
scheduling, no organization, just take a blanket out in the yard and 
have fun.  

It does my heart good when I see them playing outside, not on a 
phone or tablet, and just being kids.  
The simple things are so much more 
enjoyable and as I look back on this 
past year, it seems like many things that 
we thought were important have fallen 
by the wayside.  Some articles I’ve read 
lately have discussed the reluctance 
some people are feeling for things 
returning to “normal”, because many are enjoying the slower paced, 
less scheduled life that we have experienced since the pandemic hit. 

It seems more than a few people apparently are hesitant to resume all 
the activities that kept them hopping on the weekends, or patterns 
of behavior that left them little time to just relax and enjoy the 
moment.  Almost a year ago, in the midst of the shutdown, it would 
be days before I’d go anywhere – the exact opposite of my normal 
patterns, and I loved it!  I had more time to read, to garden and work 
on things that needed to be done.  Why change that?

God rejoices when we take the time to just be with each other, to 
spend time having fun and enjoying each other’s company.  He 
created us to be in relationship, to share ourselves – our time, our 
interests, and our energy in all sorts of ways.  During Covid people 
found creative ways to have fun over Zoom or other virtual sites, 
often including friends and family members from all over the 
country.  Why should that be set aside just because things are slowly 
opening up?  Going back to some perception of normal doesn’t 
mean throwing out the creative, fun ways we’ve learned to connect 
and expand our friendships and relationships.  Let’s take a look at 
what we want to keep, what we can set aside and not jump back on 
the activity merry-go-around just because we can.  

The author Kurt Vonnegut has been quoted as saying, “Enjoy the 
little things in life because one day you`ll look back and realize they 
were the big things.”  The moments of our lives are a God-given 
precious gift.  We won’t regret a single thing in life if we make the 
most of each and every one.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
March 30:  Anika Olive Stiles, daughter of Rob 
and Ali (Schneekloth) Stiles.  Grandparents are 
Tim and Sandy Schneekloth. 

March 20:  Sebastian Lee Millam, son of Clarissa 
(Clinton) and Matt Millam.  Grandparents are 
Craig and Vickie Clinton. 

March 25:  Luka John Kofoed, son of Michelle 
and Jason Kofoed.

March 24:  Fallon Alexandria Fisher, daughter 
of Mary (Liscum) and Brandon Fisher.  
Grandfather is Chris Liscum and Great-
Grandparents are Curt and Debbie Liscum.

BAPTISMS:
April 11: Kyren Maddox Cassell, son of Austin 
and Ashley Cassell

DEATHS:
April 4:  Joy Luko
April Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Church Center App
Marion Methodist has created a way for 
you to stay connected from your mobile 
device.  Download the Church Center 
app to connect with Marion Methodist 
on your smart phone.

• View the electronic bulletin
• See upcoming events
• Contactless Check-In
• View the Church Calendar
• Give Online 

How to get the app:
• Visit App Store to download the app to your mobile device
• Search for nearby churches and click Marion Methodist
• Enter your phone number to login 
• Explore the Marion Methodist App

Watch the video tutorial on Marion Methodist website at 
www.MarionMethodist.org/church-app.



Wishing Melisa Well!
Melisa Bracht-Wagner came 
to Marion Methodist as our 
Associate Pastor in 2002. In 
2008, Melisa was instrumental 
in organizing flood relief for 
Cedar Rapids by coordinating 
mission groups from all over the 
country. As our youth pastor, 
she built up a flock of young and committed Christians. Her 
commitment to others led Melisa to an instrumental role in 
forming the FLY program, which continues to be a great asset 
to our community. In short, Melisa loves the Lord, is a friend 
to all, and is just plain fun!  I bet many of you can “hear” her 
distinctive laughter now!

“Pastor Melisa Bracht Wagner knows Jesus personally, 
speaks to him often and has expended her entire life to date 
sharing him with others through everything she does, says 
and thinks. She is one of my precious friends in ministry and 
with you I support this effort to pray and wish Melisa well.”  
Pastor Mike Morgan

Melisa and her husband, Dave, have two sons at home; and 
their daughter, Sarah, is a nurse. About 2 years ago, Melisa 
was diagnosed with cancer.  Her journey has been long and 
difficult, but she has never lost sight of God and how he is 
working in her life and how he can work in yours.

We are asking for support for Melisa through your prayers, 
memories, and gifts. On April 18 and 25, please visit the 
“Wishing Melisa Well” in The Center to offer your support.

Pathfinders Children’s Ministry
Pathfinders Children’s Ministry is gathering in person every 
Sunday at 10:15 AM for Sunday School for PreK through 6th 
Grade.  In addition to our weekly online offerings.  Nursery 
care is available for children birth to 3years during the 8:15 
AM and 10:15 AM Services. 

Mark your calendars!
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The Armor of God: Body Armor  
of God’s Righteousness 

Ephesians 6:10-12, 14; Matthew 23 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Paul talks about the spiritual battle 

against evil and tells us to put on body 
armor of God’s righteousness. In 

Matthew 23, Jesus tells the Pharisees 
that they may look righteous on the 

outside, but on the inside their hearts 
are dirty. True righteousness comes 

from Jesus’ love in our hearts. 
 

Bible Point:  
We fight evil with righteousness. 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm” (Ephesians 6:13). 

Talk About This… 
• How can you tell if you’re wearing the body armor of God’s righteousness? 

Through the Week 
• Have each person in your family do this: 

Write the word “righteousness” on a piece 
of paper or aluminum foil. (Kids who can’t 
write can simply decorate foil to look like 
armor.) 

• Post the word in your closet or on the shirt 
drawers of your dresser as a reminder to 
put on God’s body armor of righteousness. 

• If you have young kids who don’t yet 
choose their own clothes, hang it wherever 
they usually stand to get dressed. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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The Armor of God: Shoes of Peace 
Ephesians 6:10-12, 15; 

Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-11 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Paul talks about the spiritual battle 

we’re fighting against evil and tells us 
to put on the shoes of peace that 
comes from the good news about 

Jesus. That’s what Jesus wore even 
when his enemies arrested him. 

Though his friend Peter wanted to fight 
with violence, Jesus chose peace. 

 
Bible Point:  

We fight evil with peace. 

“Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of 
evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm” (Ephesians 6:13). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell one way you’re going to make peace with someone this week. 

Through the Week 
• Have each person in your family grab the 

pair of shoes he or she will wear the most 
this week. 

• On the soles of the shoes (either on the 
bottom or the insole), use a permanent 
marker to write “peace.” Your little ones 
won’t be able to read the word, but if you 
write it for them and tell what you’re writing, 
they’ll know what it says! 

• Whenever you put on those shoes, ask God 
to help you wear his shoes of peace that 
day.  

• Looking at your shoes can also be a good 
reminder in non-peaceful moments! 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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