
March 5, 2021

Pastor Mike Morgan 
Lead Pastor

319-721-8549
mmorgan@marionmethodist.org

4-wheel drive pickup that had been heavily modified (think 
MAD MAX) and equipped with ropes and chains and a driver 
with an attitude poised to rescue the stuck – for a price. Now 
thirty minutes into being stuck one of us negotiated and paid 
the price. Chains were thrown, gears ground and in a few 
minutes, we were fully rescued and on the way up the hill to 
perform the mission to which we were deployed. 

Reflecting on that experience this week reminded me of our 
deep need to be fully rescued. Part of our human nature is 
to emotionally, intellectually and spiritually wander off the 
path the Lord has prepared for us. There in the wilderness 
are thickets, potholes and rivers of difficulty, despair and 
temptation in which we get stuck, beyond any escape we can 
manufacture. We need a rescue.  

The magnificent difference between this and our Haiti team’s 
experience is that we need neither to negotiate or pay for our 
rescue. The negotiation was done in Genesis 1 when the Lord 
created us in His image (an eternal spiritual being) and in 
Genesis 2 when he breathed his Holy Spirit into us, raising 
our stature to masterpiece of all creation. The payment for our 
rescue from sin and darkness was paid when Christ allowed 
himself to be fully humiliated, a crown of thorns pounded into 
his head, nails driven through his wrists and ankles, that he 
might hang from a Roman cross.  

Jesus came to substitute his death for ours that we might 
be eternally rescued. Theologically this is known as 
substitutionary atonement, that is, the Lord substituted himself 
for the punishment due us so that we might be at one with 
God. This means, if we receive him as Lord, we are fully and 
eternally rescued. 

During this holy season of Lent, I encourage you to take time 
and soak in that. Soak not in the dirty waters of an unknown 
Haitian river or the murkiness of your own difficulty, despair, 
temptation and sin. Soak in the joy of being eternally rescued 
by one who negotiated and paid the price for your soul and 
give thanks that by His power and grace this is true. 

   Pastor Mike
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CONTACT US:

A half dozen years ago, one of our Marion 
Methodist teams had been deployed to 
Lascahobas, Haiti on an evangelism and Bible 
School mission. We spent hours preparing 
our skits, crafts, “sermons” and the 12-foot-
tall banner that replicated the statue of King 
Nebuchadnezzar. Teaching the story of 
bowing down only to the one true God to the 
children (and many adults who daily kept a 

careful eye on us) was exhilarating in a country where there 
are still pockets of people practicing voodoo and many others 
who have not yet heard the name of our dear Lord. 

One morning we received our assignment. We were going to 
a place through the valley and up the hill. A dark place that 
needed the love of Jesus and the witness of his disciples to 
touch it. A place whose main industry was moonshine and 
where the level of poverty was extreme. There we would bring 
the good news and would feed a hundred or more children a 
meal, likely their only one that day (or even longer). 

We loaded into a van that had been near the end of its 
usefulness to a church in Oklahoma and had somehow been 
floated over to Haiti. As we drew closer to the village, which 
was far from the beaten path, we popped out of the forest a 
and river came into view, and by river, I mean river, not creek. 
Our driver stopped. He and our guard scanned left and right 
and spoke to each other in their own language each pointing a 
different direction. It was then we all realized this river had no 
bridge. We were about to cross it and they were trying to read 
the current to find the easiest passage. 

After a moment the decision was made and into the river 
the old van, with in relative terms, no tread on its tires, went. 
About 30 yards in, the going got tough, tougher, stuck! 

We piled out. We pushed and pushed. No movement. We 
did all the Iowa guy tricks of trying to find traction for the 
dilapidated van now stuck nearly up to her axles. We in the 
water were soaked and had the added benefit of river leeches 
beginning to use our ankles and legs for lunch.  

There on the opposite side of the river was an elderly Toyota 



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, please use the 

Prayer button at the end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, email 
Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 
PM on Monday evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and when it airs on 
TV.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
This year we will be 
gathering supplies for 
the United Methodist 
Commission on Relief 
(UMCOR) Hygiene/
Personal Dignity kits a 

little differently.  Instead of collecting individual kits, we 
will be collecting select items each month over the next 
3 months.  Many hygiene products can be purchased 
in bulk at better savings, which means we can assemble 
more kits for less cost per kit.  These kits are used for 
disaster response across the country and help displaced 
or vulnerable families obtain hygiene items in times of 
crisis.  For the month of March, we will be collecting 
these items: 

• 1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen or full-sized 
bath towels 

• 1 Bath Washcloth - No kitchen dishcloths 
• 1 Comb - sturdy - No rattail or picks 
• 1 Razor - with guard 

Please purchase these items and drop them off at 
the mission depot station in the Center or at the 
downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you 
for your generous support of this mission!

Pastoral Care Message – Stepping Up
Like most grandparents, I love to share things about my grandkids, 
first because they’re fantastic kids, but also because they always 
teach me things.  This past week my 10-year-old granddaughter 

Macy befriended a boy who was new to their school.  
The boy only speaks Spanish but Macy’s had some 
Spanish classes the last few years, so she tried saying 
hi and little things to him in Spanish to make him 
feel welcome.  He wrote her a note asking if she 
would be his friend and of course she said yes.  A 
day or so later he gave her a little gift, so she took 
the time to write a note thanking him in his native 
tongue.  We are all so proud of her for stepping up 

and trying to make this boy feel included in their class and making 
the extra effort to help him feel comfortable in his new school.  And 
it also makes me somewhat ashamed.
Why do we make it so hard sometimes to reach out and connect 
with people we don’t know or with people that we may struggle to 
communicate with?  Years ago, when I was recruiting teachers for 
our Friendship Ministry group, I ran into just this kind of issue.  All 
of the people I talked with had had very little contact with people 
dealing with intellectual disabilities.  They weren’t sure how to act 
around them, or if they would feel comfortable or even be able to 
communicate with them.  I simply asked them to give it a try and if it 
didn’t work, they wouldn’t be obligated to continue.
To a person, they all shared months 
later that they couldn’t imagine doing 
anything else and discovered a special 
love for and appreciation of this 
population of people who had become 
very important to them.  They learned 
they were people who loved Jesus, had 
great senses of humor, and who laughed 
and cried over the same things as everyone else.  Loving, long lasting 
relationships were built with this great bunch of people that they had 
one time feared getting to know.
“Go beyond yourself and reach out to other people with a sincere love, 
respect, caring, and understanding of their needs.” (Susan Polis Schutz, 
American poet).  Truer words were never spoken.  All it takes 
sometimes is looking beyond ourselves – our wants and our needs 
– to help someone else along the way.  I know that this past year 
with Covid has made everything weird and much harder to be with 
people at all, let alone connect with them in a personal way.  But if 
Macy did it, masked up at school all day, so can I and so can you.
More than once, I’ve shared that the greatest commandments that 
God asks us to obey are to love Him and to love others.  How hard 
can it be?  If my 10-year-old granddaughter can take the time to 
write a note in Spanish to a little boy in an attempt to make him feel 
included, then I need to step up my game and I’m willing to bet that 
some of you do also.  Let’s show the world how much we love Jesus 
and how well we care for his people.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Use the new Joy Boxes in The Center on Sunday 
morning to give your gifts to the church.  



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
February 20:  Olive Port.  Family includes Paul 
(Ardyce) Port and Kay (Ken) Stanford.
February 23: Lela Thomas, mother of Mark 
(Lila) Thomas 
February 25:  Virginia Hopkins, grandmother of 
Kelsie (Ben) DeReus and great-grandmother of 
Brinley and Daxton DeReus. 
February 25: Steve Frantz, son of Delores Frantz
March Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Choir Opportunity
Are you someone who loves 
to sing? We’ve got the perfect 
opportunity for you! This year, we 

will be putting together a virtual choir for Easter 
Sunday, and we are calling on all of Marion 
Methodist to get involved! Everything you will 
need to participate will be provided to you. 
Please reach out to Gina McConahay, Chancel 
Choir Director, to reserve your materials at 
gmcconahay@marionmethodist.org  

Holy Week March 29-April 4
Lenten Moments 

(7:00 AM Monday, March 29- Friday, April 2)
Testimonials by Congregational Members – Video dropped to FaceBook, 
YouTube and the “Watch Live” feature at www.Marionmethodist.org at 
7:00 AM

Maundy (Holy) Thursday Communion 
(Noon and 7 PM Thursday, April 1)
Communion will be served from noon -1:00 PM and again 7:00-8:00 
PM in the Sanctuary. Persons desiring the sacrament in April are invited 
to attend. This will be a quiet, come when you desire, time when you 
will be offered the sacrament and the opportunity to stay and pray in the 
Sanctuary.

Good Friday Service 
(7:00 PM Friday, April 2)
The Good Friday experience will be offered as an in person and digitally 
broadcast service. Come and immerse yourself and your family in a 
dramatic presentation of our Lord Jesus’ last day.

Easter Sunday 
(7:00 AM, 8:15 AM, 10:15 AM)
Three identical services of worship will be offered on Easter Sunday: live, 
in person and digitally broadcast. Physical distancing will be observed 
according to the best practices advised by the health community closer 
to the date.  



�   Vaccines are effective and safe.
�   Vaccine supplies are limited, so be patient and continue to wear a 

mask, wash hands and maintain social distance.
�   Help Linn County Public Health by staying informed and not 

listening to rumors.

Linn County Public Health strongly recommends you mask up and don’t let your guard 
down prior to and after vaccination.

Vaccine facts to know: 
•  There is not just one registration area for vaccines. We know that is frustrating, but 

remember, there are nearly 230,000 people living in Linn County.
•  Mercy, UnityPoint Health, Eastern Iowa Health Center will contact you when they have 

vaccine for patients. If you do not have a provider, call Linn County Public Health.
• You still need to wear a mask after you receive your vaccine.

Important phone numbers:

•  UnityPoint Health Call Center  
319-730-9439
If you have received phone call, text message 
or letter from UnityPoint Health asking you to 
register for a vaccine. This number is a number for 
individuals having technical difficulty.

•  Mercy Medical Center  
319-369-4604
If you do not have a computer

•  Eastern Iowa Health Center  
319-730-7300
Call to make an appointment; appointments may 
be limited. 

•  Linn County Public Health  
319-892-6097
Vaccine questions

Federal Retail Pharmacy Partnership Program 
Select pharmacies are participating in this program and have 
appointments available: Clark’s Pharmacy, CVS, Hy-Vee Pharmacy 
and Walgreens 

Information current as of February 22, 2021

Don’t Let Your Guard Down
Mask Up. Sleeves Up.

LinnCounty.org/vaccine  
for the latest COVID-19 information

Turn to �

COVID-19 information for general population 65+

To the Laity and Clergy of the Iowa Annual Conference:   
Grace and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. It was announced yesterday that the Commission on the 
General Conference has made the difficult decision to further 
postpone the 2020 General Conference because of safety issues 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic and challenges in traveling 
from different areas of the world. Our Book of Discipline 
is clear that the Commission is obligated to “take necessary 
measures to assure full participation of all General Conference 
delegates.” The Commission has now rescheduled the 2021 
General Conference from August 29–September 7, 2021 to 
August 29–September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, MN.  
This decision was not made lightly. COVID-19 cases continue 
to rise in different parts of the world and over 500,000 people 
have died in the United States alone. Vaccines will not be widely 
available across the entire globe for some time, and many of our 
delegates worldwide do not have access to adequate technology 
and accessible voting security to be able to equitably meet 
digitally. 
We had hoped that after the postponement of the 2020 General 
Conference we might be able to meet this September. There are 
many important matters in which we need to engage in holy 
conferencing together. However, there are also circumstances 
over which we have no control, and our first priority is the 
safety of all participants. 
As an interim measure, the Council of Bishops has called a 
special session of General Conference that will take place 
virtually on May 8, 2021 to act on several items needed to 
authorize administrative functions for the continuation of the 
mission and ministry of the Church during the COVID-19 
pandemic. A Technology Study Team is currently considering 
the use of paper and mail ballots in order for delegates to be 
able to vote on these administration functions. “Emergency 
Interim Actions” would enable General Conference delegates to 
vote “yes” or “no” on each item.
As your Episcopal leader, in early 2021, I called together a core 
group of leaders called The Ezekiel Team, convened by Rev. 
Ron Carlson, District Superintendent of the Northwest District. 
This team is made up of diverse laity and clergy representing 
urban, suburban, and rural faith communities. The group, 
which meets every Thursday morning, is gifted with diverse 
theological perspectives and is connected by a deep love for 
Christ and a commitment to the mission and ministry of the 
Iowa Annual Conference. 
A portion of their work includes assessing what we can likely 
hold in a shared connection (UMCOR, Camping Ministries, 
Disaster Response Ministries, Women at the Well, and other 
ministries specific to Iowa as well as other national and 
global ministries) as we navigate the uncertainties of another 
delayed General Conference, knowing that our connectional 
relationships may change. Another portion of their work is 
how to faithfully, and without bias, communicate and resource 
churches in ways that will help them to discern their local 
way forward. A last critical piece that they are discerning is in 
what ways, could we, as an Annual Conference, already begin 
moving forward in a model of mission and ministry similar 
to the proposed legislation of “The Protocol” that is set to be 

presented and voted on at the next General Conference. While 
this group is young in their work, I do believe they will help us to 
navigate the uncertainty, anxiety, and possibility of this time as we 
look toward our next General Conference. 
I believe that God is inviting us to continue in the work of our 
Conference to align our resources toward local, circuit, and district 
ministries so that we may keep our focus on making disciples of 
Jesus for the transformation of the world wherever we might be. I 
ask you to be in prayer for those who are leading us and for those 
whose ministries depend on actions of the General Conference. You 
can read the official postponement notice here.   
Thank you for your commitment to our beloved United Methodist 
Church in these difficult times. I pray this Lenten journey reminds 
each of us of our need for Christ and his mission and our need for 
one another. May we continue to make a difference in our local 
churches, communities, states, and the world, as we share Christ’s 
love for each one of God’s precious children.  
Blessings,  
Bishop Laurie  
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March 7th, 2021 Spiritual Gifts:  
Where They Come From 

1 Corinthians 12:1-6, 11; John 14:15-31; 16:5-15 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit teaches, advocates, 
convicts, guides us into truth, tells 
about the future, and gives each 

Christian a spiritual gift. All spiritual 
gifts come from the Holy Spirit. 

 
Bible Point:  

The Holy Spirit can live in us. 

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are 
different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 

Talk About This… 
• What do you know about the Holy Spirit? 

• What do you wish you knew? 

Through the Week 
• For each family meal this week, light a 

candle and set it in the middle of the table. 
• Let everyone know that the candle is a 

reminder of the light in us that shines when 
the Holy Spirit lives in us. 

• Talk about how the Holy Spirit can shine in 
your life. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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March 14th, 2021 Spiritual Gifts: What’s My Gift? 
Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-31; 

Exodus 31:1-11 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
The Holy Spirit gives each Christian a 
spiritual gift. The Bible lists examples 
of spiritual gifts. In the Old Testament, 
we see another spiritual gift in action 
when a man named Bezalel is filled 

with the Spirit of God to be a master of 
crafting. 

 
Bible Point:  

The Holy Spirit gave each of us a 
special gift. 

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are 
different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about someone you know who uses his or her spiritual gifts well. 

Through the Week 
When we’re friends with God, we all have spiritual 
gifts! Look for those gifts in your family members 
this week. 

• Set out slips of paper and markers. 
• If you have non-readers, also set out gift 

tags or squares of wrapping paper. 
• When you see a gift in another family 

member, fill out a slip of paper and write 
what you saw. For example, you could write 
“I see leadership in you” or “You are giving.” 

• Little ones who can’t read or write can 
simply give the person a gift tag or 
wrapping paper square and say what they 
saw in the person. The recipient can write 
the message so he or she has it to hold on 
to. 

• At the end of the week, gather the paper 
and tags you received and share what it 
meant to you to have others see your gifts. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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