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laundry and lived a normal day in their place and time. 
The earworm, particularly those of faith, have always 
been particularly inspirational and motivational. We have 
different tunes and styles of music but the message of faith 
put to instrumentation and voice has always had a powerful 
impact on the human mind and soul. 

Years ago, I spent five consecutive evenings in Williams-
Bryce Stadium at a Billy Graham Crusade and night after 
night the man who has performed before more persons live 
than anyone in history, George Beverly Shea (yes more than 
the Rolling Stones, Katy Perry, Metallica, Celine Dion, Frank 
Sinatra etc…) planted an earworm that lived for weeks in 
my mind and heart. 

On the last night of the meetings, he sang “Were you There 
when they Crucified my Lord?” When that rich, thick deep 
voice came to the chorus “oh oh sometimes it causes me to 
tremble, tremble, tremble” it was as if my heart stopped. I 
thought about it for a long time and on my plane back to 
Colorado, I wrote four questions for personal reflection that 
I update and share here for your contemplation and growth. 

• What does it mean for you to tremble in faith? 
• What unknowns are causing you to tremble in 

March 2021? 
• What responsibility and actions are you taking to 

let the world know the love of God through your 
living? 

• Are you in awe of what Jesus has done for you 
personally and every other person in the world? 

I am grateful for the earworm placed there on a warm South 
Carolina night. I couldn’t shake it for the longest time and 
it really challenged me to grow closer to the Lord. Who 
knows what earworm might get planted in your soul in the 
last few weeks before Easter.  My prayer is that it is one that 
helps you advance in your answers to the questions I have 
presented. 

   Pastor Mike
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CONTACT US:

Ever have an earworm? 

My bet is that you have. No, an earworm 
is not some disgusting parasite that has 
inched up your neck and taken residence 
in your ear. Colloquially, an “earworm” is a 
piece of music that continuously occupies a 
person’s mind even after it is no longer being 
played or spoken about. (Websters digital 

dictionary)  

If you didn’t know before the definition was given, the 
same question again; ever have an earworm? My guess is, 
yes. 

Just about anything from “We will, we will rock you…” to 
“Two all beef patties, special sauce…” to “Were you There 
when they crucified my Lord” can become an earworm. 
Some are wonderful and inspiring; some we just can’t 
bump out of our heads. 

The SONGS OF THE HEART sermon series that Simon, 
Kelsie, and I are sharing with you during this holy season 
of Lent were written by the ancients as the songs of Israel 
in hopes that the faithful could not get them out of their 
minds. Just like you and me, when one of the songs we 
know develops into an earworm and we don’t really sing 
or continually hear the whole song in our minds but just a 
phrase or two, the Israelites likely experienced the same.  

We know not the tunes that the musicians of the day may 
have put with the lyrics: 

Lord, if you kept a record of our sins, who O Lord, 
could ever survive? (Psalm 130:3) 

Or 

Have Mercy upon me, O God, according to your 
faithful love. (Psalm 51:1) 

but we have no problem seeing them with these stuck in 
their hearts as an earworm singing them over and over 
as they tilled the ground, tended to their flocks, did their 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Receiving a Stimulus? 
Prayerfully consider spending a portion of it 
generously by blessing the campaign to reduce the 
debt on our church building. 

Watch for a report on the growing success of this 
campaign on Easter Sunday.

Pastoral Care Corner – Music for the Soul
Moving around when I was growing up, there were 2 things I could 
always count on:  I knew where we’d be going to church and I would 

always recognize the hymns we sang in worship 
on Sunday.  The hymns of the Methodist church 
are so familiar to me and speak deeply into my 
heart.  Music is a common denominator, a way to 
bring people together who may not have much in 
common, but the music connects them in ways 

little else can.
Music can also reach deep into a person’s soul and allow them to 
communicate in ways that have been blocked off for them for years.  
Years ago, I visited one of our elderly members who hadn’t really spoken 
for some time and was falling deeper into 
dementia by the day.  As I sat with her, I 
quietly started singing “Jesus Loves Me”.  
Before long she was softly but clearly 
singing along with me, then lapsed back 
into silence when the song ended.  For 
one brief moment, she was there, she 
could reach out and communicate her love and trust in Jesus before the 
veil came back down.
Hymns are powerful that way.  They can reach a place in our souls that 
nothing else can seem to do, and if we know them well, they can help us 
cope with the hard days in life and fill our hearts with joy in the good 
times.  There have been more than a few times I’ve sung “Turn Your 
Eyes Upon Jesus” or “I Love You Lord” when my heart is crying out in 
hurt and pain and don’t know how to even begin to pray.  “Great is thy 
Faithfulness” and “How Great Thou Art” are hymns that just fill every 
corner of my soul and remind me of the majesty and power of God.  And 
if I can sing them with all of you, and our voices blend in harmony and 
volume, it’s even more powerful! 
Reba McEntire is one of my favorite artists and one of her albums 
features a song about the great old hymns and the power they have 
whatever the circumstances of our lives.  The refrain goes like this:
And if I could sing it then
I can sing it now
‘Cause who He was is who He is beyond the shadow of a doubt
I might be standing in the darkness, with trouble all around
But if I could sing it then
I can still sing it now.  (Sing It Now, Songs of Faith and Hope)
The music of our faith, whether it be the hymns that we know and love 
or the worship songs of a more contemporary nature, all have the ability 
to remind us of our dependence, our trust and our faith in God.  In all 
circumstances of our lives, these words set to music can be a prayer, a 
lament, a praise, and always help us declare our love and trust in God.  
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
February 24: Piper Tiernan, daughter of Jamie 
and Dana Tiernan 

March 4: Kyren Maddox Cassell, son of Ashley 
and Austin Cassell

March 5: Lincoln Bradley Wayne Smith, 
son of Katie (Schuver) and Prentice Smith.  
Grandparents are Brad and Peggy Schuver.

BAPTISMS:
March 7:  Avery Josephine Rydstrom, daughter 
of Ryan and Madison Rydstrom.

WEDDINGS:
March 12:  Tyler Hungate and Bailey Peterson

DEATHS:
March 2:  Harlan Hamdorf

March Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
This year we will be gathering supplies for 
the United Methodist Commission on Relief 
(UMCOR) Hygiene/Personal Dignity kits 
a little differently.  Instead of collecting 
individual kits, we will be collecting select 

items each month over the next 3 months.  Many hygiene products can be 
purchased in bulk at better savings, which means we can assemble more 
kits for less cost per kit.  These kits are used for disaster response across the 
country and help displaced or vulnerable families obtain hygiene items in 
times of crisis.  For the month of March, we will be collecting these items: 

• 1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen or full-sized bath towels 
• 1 Bath Washcloth - No kitchen dishcloths 
• 1 Comb - sturdy - No rattail or picks 
• 1 Razor - with guard 

Please purchase these items and drop them off at the mission depot station 
in the Center or at the downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you for your generous 
support of this mission!

HOLY WEEK 
March 29-April 4

Lenten Moments See Page 4
(7:00 AM Monday, March 29- Friday, April 2)

Maundy (Holy) Thursday Communion 
(Noon and 7 PM Thursday, April 1)
Communion will be served from noon -1:00 PM and again 7:00-
8:00 PM in the Sanctuary. Persons desiring the sacrament in April 
are invited to attend. This will be a quiet, come when you desire, 
time when you will be offered the sacrament and the opportunity 
to stay and pray in the Sanctuary.

Good Friday Service 
(7:00 PM Friday, April 2)
The Good Friday experience will be offered as an in person and 
digitally broadcast service. Come and immerse yourself and your 
family in a dramatic presentation of our Lord Jesus’ last day.

Easter Sunday 
(7:00 AM, 8:15 AM, 10:15 AM)
Three identical services of worship will be offered on Easter 
Sunday: live, in person and digitally broadcast. Physical distancing 
will be observed according to the best practices advised by the 
health community closer to the date.  



Lenten Moments 2021
Monday, March 29

Rhonda Birkey
My name is Rhonda Birkey. My husband is Cal and in May of this year we will be celebrating 
our 40th wedding anniversary. We have been members here at Marion Methodist since 1991. A 
couple years ago we each got new e-bikes and now our favorite activity is riding along the many 
beautiful bike trails.

Tuesday, March 30
Kent Walton

I grew up in Independence Iowa and was confirmed as a Methodist. I’ve been married to 
Lisa for over 40 years, live in Marion and have 2 grown sons.  Caleb and his wife Sara have 
3 girls and Ethan and his wife Emily have 3 sons, 6 grandchildren I am very proud of. I have 
worked as an Administrator for nearly 40 years. Both my parents were Administrators as are 
both my sons. I love woodworking as a hobby. I also enjoy being able to serve Jesus through 
involvement with Marion Methodist, SPRC, Safety Team, and the Reemergence Task Force. I 
like to be involved in the church because it draws me closer to God.

Wednesday, March 31
Ben DeReus

I’m Ben DeReus. My wife is Kelsie and we have two great little ones, Brinley and Daxton, with an 
additional third on the way in September. I work as a work instructions writer for Crystal Group 
in Hiawatha. If I’m not at work or home, we are most likely at the church. Serving in technology 
roles on Sunday mornings, leading a high school small group on Wednesday nights, being a 
mentor to Mario Crisp, and being mentored by Tom Padley, faith plays a major role in my life. I’ve 
come to learn over the years that my relationship with Jesus is something that I need to work on 
daily, some days more than others. Most of all though, the biggest lesson I’ve learned in my faith is 
no matter what happens to us in this life, God is good. Always.

Thursday, April 1
Lisa Sparrow

Lisa Sparrow and her husband Jared have been a part of Marion Methodist since 2012. 
They have 2 sons, 4 year old Ethan and 1 year old Eli, who like to be loud and go fast. A 
member of another Methodist church choir invited her to join Mississippi Valley Regional 
Blood Center 11 years ago.

Friday, April 2
Kaden Walker

Hey!   My name is Kaden Walker and I am a junior at Linn Mar high school. I love to run 
and play music. I have been going to Marion Methodist ever since I was little, and am now a 
worship intern and small group leader here, as well as a member of the 4:12 band.

Join us in the online at 7:00 am 
www.MarionMethodist.org/Watch-Live, Marion Methodist’s Facebook page 

or        www.YouTube.com/MarionMethodistChurch
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March 21st, 2021 Spiritual Gifts: The Purpose 
1 Corinthians 12:7; Romans 12:4-5; 

Acts 4:32-37 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Because we all have spiritual gifts, we 
can serve each other! The Holy Spirit 
gives us gifts so we can work together 
to serve God and his church. In Acts, 

we see those in the church share what 
they have. A man named Barnabas 

sells his field to give more to the 
church. 

 
Bible Point:  

The Holy Spirit gives us gifts 
   

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are 
different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about one way you like to serve. 

Through the Week 
Serve others by having a pay-it-forward week. 

• Think of kind things other people have done 
for you, and do the same for someone else. 

• Anytime anyone does something kind this 
week, pay it forward. 

• If you can’t think of things to do, here are 
some ideas: 

o Pay for someone’s items in front of 
you in a store or fast-food line. 

o Collect spare change, and take it to 
give at church next week. 

o Leave fun trinkets with encouraging 
notes attached lying around for 
people to find. 

o Smile and wave at people you don’t 
know. 

o Pay a compliment to someone you 
don’t know. 

o Share a snack with someone at 
school. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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March 28th, 2021 
Spiritual Gifts: The Body of Christ 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
In a letter to the Corinthians, Paul 

compares the church to a body. In this 
body, Jesus is the head and each 

Christian is a part of his body. Each 
part is important and couldn’t function 
well without all the other parts. Just as 

the hand needs the eye and vice 
versa, we need each other. 

 
Bible Point:  

We need each other. 

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are 
different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 

Talk About This… 
• Today we learned that the church is like a body. What’s another thing you could compare 

the church to? Explain. 

Through the Week 
Be an active part of the body of Christ this week! 

• Think of several people from your church 
you can communicate with. (New to the 
church? No problem! Look up emails or 
phone numbers of staff members on the 
church website.) 

• Try one of these ideas to encourage people 
from your church: 

o Text them a Bible verse. 
o Email them an encouraging note. 
o Mail them a card. 
o Pray for them. 
o Try out any other simple ideas your 

family has to make people feel 
valued and cared for. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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