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All that to say this; we are prone to panic, worry, over 
prepare and generally be anxious in the shadow of the 
everyday ordinary (like an Iowa snowstorm in February) 
that comes at us. The scriptures inform us as to how we 
might respond. Psalm 46 begins: God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will 
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 
into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake with their surging. The wind will 
blow, the snow will fall and we will expend energy moving 
around that which will melt in 10 or 60 days.
 
The vision the Psalmist is planting in our mind is that 
God is our refuge in the “no matter what.” Inevitably life 
will bring us those moments that invite us to panic even 
when we know we are truly not in danger. If it snows, stay 
inside, leave a meeting early and with today’s tools, even 
moving it is relatively easy. Of course, the scripture is 
really not about snow is it?

God reaches to us across the generations providing 
spiritual, emotional and psychological refuge. He provides 
everything – all we need do is trust God and he will calm 
us down. Verse 10 of this same Psalm includes the words, 
“Be still, and know that I am God…” and concludes with 
“The LORD Almighty is with us…” 

Friends, there are more “blizzards” coming to your 
personal life. Do not panic, worry or be anxious trust in 
the one who promises His presence in our “no matter 
what” and gently encourages us to “be still and know.” 
This is a beautiful truth of the Christian faith, I encourage 
you to believe it.

   Pastor Mike

We should Panic – it’s going to snow
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CONTACT US:

Norma, the voice of reason, spoke into 
the frantic conference call, “You all know 
it won’t snow all 12 inches at once don’t 
you?” 

 Silence.

“That’s true, let’s just move the start time 
up an hour and we all should be able to get back to our 
towns before this storm amounts to much.”

“Pastor Mike”, said Abby, one of our youth who worked 
checkout at Fareway, “it’s unbelievable. Ladies that live 
by themselves come in, buy 3 gallons of milk because it’s 
going to snow, and they probably don’t drink 3 gallons in 
a whole year! What are they thinking?” 

A silent smile.

What is it that makes us panic when it’s going to snow 
in Iowa? We all know it is going to snow every winter 
and with the exception of 4 or 5 people reading this who 
live in the country, it would be difficult for anyone to 
remember a snow storm in the last three decades where 
they weren’t freed by snowplows in 24 hours. Our cities, 
county and state are ready for snow. We have Cub Cadets 
and John Deere snowblowers gassed and ready, we have 
buckets of salt and shovels and yet….

“Snowmageddon is coming”, barks the weatherperson. 
We are handcuffed and stare at the screens, panic 
begins to bubble in our spirit. My friend Huiseman in 
Webster City who sold Toro snowblowers was gifted 
with the ability to state the obvious. “Snow in Iowa? In 
the winter? Who could have foreseen that? Oh wait – 
everyone!”  



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

Prayers Answered? 
One year ago, our 72 
Pilgrims to the Holy Land 
took your nearly 400 
prayers to the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem. There 
at the base of the Temple 
Mount where Abraham 
was prepared to sacrifice 
Isaac, where our Lord 
Jesus taught day after day, 
where in the moment 
of his resurrection the 
curtain of separation was 

torn from top to bottom, we prayed.

Each pilgrim thoughtfully prayed your prayer and then with great 
care folded or rolled them up and slipped them into a crevice in 
the joints of the great wall. This has been a tradition of the Judeo-
Christian faith and after a year has passed, we ask: Has your prayer 
been answered?

If you have received an answer to the prayer we took to this holy 
place (and that you likely prayed with regularity) your testimony 
is requested. If you are willing, please send it directly to Rev. Mike 
Morgan at mmorgan@marionmethodist.org 

Ash Wednesday and 
Holy Communion Pickups

There are a multitude of things that have been altered 
by the pandemic, creating new and different ways 
of doing old things.  In a continuing effort to keep 
everyone healthy, at this year’s Ash Wednesday service 
we will be foregoing the one-on-one imposition of 
ashes.  Instead, each person who attends the Ash 
Wednesday service, either in person or online, will 
receive a small vial with the ash mixture, which will 
be incorporated into the service.  If you are attending 
online the vials will be available at the church Welcome 
Centers beginning Sunday morning February 7, and up 
to and including the day of the service on Wednesday 
February 17.  Please take a vial for everyone who will be 
participating in your household.  If you will be at the 
church for the in person service, you’ll receive your 
vial at that time.

Also, we will be celebrating Holy Communion at the 
8:15 and 10:15 services on Sunday, February 14.  If you 
will be attending online, disposable communion cups 
will also be available at the church Welcome Centers 
starting this Sunday, February 7. 

Summer Ministry Internships Available
Four full time paid summer positions are available at Marion 
Methodist.

• Summer Ministry Intern - a position that gains experience 
in a number of areas of ministry. This job is perfect for 
persons considering full time ministry.

• Worship Ministry Intern - a position that gains experience 
and explores music ministry in the local church. This job is 
perfect for persons interested in music ministry as a career 
or avocation.

• Feeding Lunch to Youth (FLY) Intern - two positions that 
assist in volunteer management, advertising, fund raising, 
food ordering, meal preparation and delivery.

Full job descriptions and application instructions are available at
www.MarionMethodist.org/available-positions.  Applications due by 
March 1, 2021.

Questions should be directed to John Terry at
JTerry@marionmethodist.org or call 319-377-4856.



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
January 27: Duane Ackland, brother of Marilyn 
(Dan) Sandoval

January Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and 
Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, please use the Prayer 

button at the end of the weekly email or on the church website, 
www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, email Vicki 
Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.
org.

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are 
typically rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn 
Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday evenings. 
There is a multiweek delay between when a 
sermon is preached and when it airs on TV.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - MARION, IOWA
NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 

of
CHURCH COUNCIL, COMMITTEES AND WORK AREAS
 January 1 to December 31, 2021

Ex officio Staff Members
Senior Pastor ------------------------------------------------------ Mike  Morgan
Director of Youth & Technology ------------------------------- Kelsie DeReus
Director of Worship & Metro Mission ---------------------- Simon Campbell
Business Administrator ----------------------------------------------- John Terry
Director of Pastoral Care ------------------------------------- Vicki Standley
Director of Adult Education & Discipleship -------------------- Jen Digmann
Director of Children’s Education & Discipleship-------------- Dani Showalter
Director of Music --------------------------------------------- Gina McConahay
Diaconal Minister ------------------------------------------------ Myrna Carter
Boy Scout Institutional Representative --------------------- Pastor Mike Morgan

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS - Voting Delegates
Chairperson of Church Council ------------------------------ Tim Atwood (22)
Lay Members to Annual Conference  ---------------- Marty Labs, Tim Atwood
Recording Secretary -------------------------------------------- Karen Schmitz
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson ------------------------- Kyle VanDyke (21)
Endowment Foundation Chairperson ----------------------- Steve Griffin (21)
Finance Committee Chairperson -------------------------- Cassie Parcher (21)
Church Treasurer ---------------------------------------------- Jan Dickinson
Memorial & Special Projects Chairperson ------------------------------
Trustee Committee Chairperson ---------------------------- Cara Matteson (21)
United Methodist Women’s President ---------------------- Carolyn Munson
United Methodist Men’s President ---------------------------- Walker Kelly
Church Historian ------------------------------------------------- Mark Morgan
Marion Senior Living Board Representative -------------------- Ken Stanford
Marion Food Pantry Representative ---------------------------- Sylvia Grant
Marion Cares Executive Director ---------------------------- Laura Campbell

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS AT LARGE
Class of 2021  Class of 2022  Class of 2023
Tom Robinson  Don Haugen  Celia McAfee
Laura Robinson  Joyce Haugen  Duane McAfee
Josiah Bushlack  Ron Knapp  John Collins
Betsy Bushlack  Kim Knapp  Lori Collins
Melissa Lewis  Brad A’Hearn  Sandy Schneekloth
Nick Oakley  Kelli A’Hearn  Tim Schneekloth
Mike Cannoy     Brian Schmitz
Stacy Cannoy

Donations Needed
Caring Corner, a daycare 
ministry supported by 
Marion Methodist for many 
years, is reaching out for 
our help.  Due to Covid-19 
related budget cutbacks, they 
are in need of everyday items 
to help them provide the 
proper care for their families.  

If you’re able, the following items are needed to 
replenish their supplies.  Items can be dropped 
off at the Mission cupboard in the northwest 
corner of The Center.  Make sure they are clearly 
marked for Caring Corner.  Lisa Larson will 
make sure these items are delivered to Caring 
Corner.  If you have any further questions, Lisa 
is our contact person for this project and can be 
reached at 319-431-4713.

• Paper Towels
• Any size Kleenex
• 13 gal. Draw string trash bags
• 13 gal. Flap tie trash bags
• Napkins
• Dish soap
• Clear Equate or Soft Soap hand soap



COMMITTEES
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE:  Chairperson – Cassie Parcher                                         
Class of 2021    Class of 2022   Class of 2023
Dana Smith    Mike McConahay  Glain Corner
Cassie Parcher    Ashley Cassell   Tammy Haynes
Adam Britton   Gerry Kneeland   Jenny Pederson

Church Treasurer – Jan Dickinson

FOUNDATION: Chairperson – Steve Griffin
Class of 2021    Class of 2022   Class of 2023             
Steve Griffin   Tim Moody   Debbie Smith
Dave Murray  Dave Digmann   Pat Quinn
Dana Goshon   Gene Gerber   Peg Boss

MEMORIAL & SPECIAL PROJECTS:  Chairperson –   
Class of 2021   Class of 2022  Class of 2023
Rhonda Birkey   Linda Cnossen   Connie Leahy
Lauri Becker   Katie Hayes   Susan Knight
Tina Martin                                            

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Chairperson - Pastor Mike Morgan
Class of 2021   Class of 2022   Class of 2023
Sharon Davis   Christa Martin   Jeff Lam
Jay Quimby   Kurt Musser
Warren Byerly

STAFF PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS:  Chairperson – Kyle Van Dyke
     Vice-Chair – Jill Ackerman
Class of 2021   Class of 2022   Class of 2023
Kent Walton  Nick Bray   Carol McNeil
Kyle Van Dyke   Jill Ackerman   Aaron Vargas
Kim Knapp   Luann Byerly   Beth Combs     

TRUSTEES: Chairperson – Cara Matteson
                      Vice-Chair – Jenny Colerick
Class of 2021   Class of 2022   Class of 2023
Randy Danover   Tom Maring  Brenda Hollinger 
Chris Donohue   Dave Marsden   Brad Schuver
Cara Matteson  Jenny Colerick   Dennis Nebraska

FLY: Chairperson – Simon Campbell
Amy Keating
Joan Padley
Carolyn Munson
Donna Wolmutt
Jill Hansen
Jan Dickinson
Susan Knight
Ryan Phillips
Peg Heald
Christy Weidemann
Jill Garuatz
Laura Campbell

Pastoral Care Corner – New Things
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland.  Isaiah 43:19  

Are you ready for something new?  I sure am. The Bible 
teaches that God is working a new 
thing in us every day.  If we have 
accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, 
we are a new creation.  Our hearts have 
been renewed as we’re baptized by the 
Holy Spirit into a new life, at one with 
the Father.  In our Covid dominated world, we’re yearning for 
something new, something different to break the monotony, to 
change the tune that we have been listening to over and over 
since last year.

If you know kids, something new is happening all the time.  
Especially when they’re little, children learn so fast it’s often 
hard to keep up with or stay one step ahead of their rapid 
progress.  From the time they begin to crawl, then walk 
and talk their world opens up and every moment is a new 
awareness, a new challenge as they learn about their world.  
It would be fascinating to see things through their eyes, to 
experience once more that surprise and delight that comes 
with learning and trying new things.

Our family has joyfully witnessed once again the rapid 
development that occurs when a newborn child grows and 
learns to navigate their world.  Only a short time after birth, 
a baby learns to smile, to recognize familiar faces, and begin 
making simple movements.  Soon, they are able to laugh, 
make all kinds of fun noises and screeches, roll over and reach 
out to grasp a toy that is handed to them.  It seems every day 
they are managing to learn some new movement or skill – it’s 
amazing to think about what’s going on in their little minds.

Our youngest grandchild, Penny Jo, is just 6 months old and 
while we might be lamenting the lack of anything new and 

interesting going on, her world has been 
exploding daily with new things.  What a 
treat it is to see her sit up straight on my 
lap and be able to play with simple toys, 
to watch her roll on the floor or try to get 
her knees under her, that critical initial 
movement before crawling.  To see her face 
light up in a big smile or hear her chattering 
in her own language is a delight and when I 

think of all that’s ahead for her, I am breathless.

When I’m discouraged or my heart is aching for something 
“new”, I think of Penny Jo, and am clearly reminded that God 
brings new, wonderful things into our lives every moment of 
every day.  We just have to look past ourselves and behold the 
wonder and splendor that God has created for us, and thank 
him for the renewal and joy he has in store for each one of us.

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed,
    for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning;
    great is your faithfulness.  Lamentations 3:22-23   

God’s Blessings to you, 
Vicki



  Digging Into Epic Teachings of the Bible. Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use.  
Image Credit: JenCon/E+/Getty Images 

February 7, 2021 
God’s Commandments: 

Murder 
Exodus 20:13; Genesis 4:1-16 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
God says not to commit murder. In a 

brotherly feud between Cain and Abel, 
Cain is jealous of his brother, Abel. 
God warns Cain not to fall into sin’s 

trap by being angry and dejected. But 
Cain doesn’t listen and kills his brother. 

God punishes Cain by making him a 
homeless wanderer. 

 
Bible Point:  

We don’t hurt others. 

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,  
and all your mind’ ” (Matthew 22:37). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a time someone hurt you. 

Through the Week 
Family members tend to hurt each other more than 
anyone else! Try this strategy this week to avoid 
hurting one another. 

• When you feel angry at someone, pause 
and take 10 deep breaths before you react. 
With each exhale, whisper the name of 
Jesus. 

• After taking that time to calm down and ask 
Jesus for help, respond to the person. 

• At the end of the week, talk about what 
difference it made in your family this week 
for everyone to calm down and turn to 
Jesus before reacting out of anger. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org


  Digging Into Epic Teachings of the Bible. Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Permission to reproduce granted for local church use.  
Image Credit: Fertnig/iStock/Getty Images Plus 

February 14, 2021 
God’s Commandments: Stealing 

Exodus 20:15; John 12:1-8 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
God commands his people not to steal. 

Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples, is the 
treasurer for the group. But he secretly 

steals some for himself and then 
criticizes a woman who gives 

generously to Jesus, saying she’s 
being wasteful. 

 
Bible Point:  

We don’t steal. 

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,  
and all your mind’ ” (Matthew 22:37). 

Talk About This… 
• Talk about ways you can be more generous. 

Through the Week 
Replace greed with generosity in your family this 
week. 

• Set a goal of how many things you think 
you can find to donate to charity. 

• Collect the items you can give, then see if 
you hit your goal. 

• Drop the items off at a homeless shelter, 
women’s shelter, or other charity. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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