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ways it was. Memories have been lost, many of us spent lots 
of money on deductibles and beyond repairing our homes 
and property. Hearts were broken, it was difficult, and yet, 
even though it left a huge mark on our community, it was 
more than a simple disaster. It provided many opportunities, 
to love on each other, help each other and build a stronger 
community.

The Apostle Paul wrote: ‘And we know that God causes 
everything to work together for the good of those who love 
God and are called according to his purpose for them”. 
(Romans 8:28) This windstorm brought my neighborhood 
an opportunity to work together as we went up one side of 
the street and down the other sawing logs and getting them 
to the curb. Relationships were built, friendships formed, 
neighbors came closer together. We shared the work and 
lives and many of us spoke of and invited people to join our 
worshipping communities. 

By now, you know of, or participated in the work of meeting 
folks in a couple of our mobile home courts who lost their 
skirting. Can you imagine in these past few weeks how 
blessed those families felt as the temperatures plummeted, 
but their pipe did not freeze, and their floors were warm? 
This blessing only happened because what the wind meant 
for damage; the Christians could use for good. 

COVID, the Derecho, and being so far from each other this 
year has left a mark on all of us. I have been proud of how 
so many Christians have been transforming these things, 
that on their own leave a mark seen as “bad”, to a mark that 
is now seen as “good.” This is one of the main works of the 
church, to assist each other through the things that will 
obviously “leave a mark” and through faith, love and effort, 
transform them to the good. Paul speaks of this when he 
wrote: “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew 
in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago.” (Ephesians 2:10)

Yep, this thing left a mark, and in many ways, it made us 
better. 

  Pastor Mike
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One of the boys in my neighborhood has 
the coolest of toys. Most simply described 
it is a land sled. It has all the features of an 
old Flexible Flyer sled, but the kid and his 
pop took off the rails and put wheels on this 
thing. It can fly down the sidewalk or street 
year-round. 

 On a mid COVID pre-Derecho day I was 
out mowing the lawn and the boy came flying down the 
street. But about 20 feet before the STOP sign on Prairie 
Ridge, (that he typically blows through) he could see traffic 
required a stop. Alas, the sled is not made for stopping so 
he bailed, crashing the device into my yard while acquiring 
a major case of road rash. I stopped and rushed over to 
him. He was bleeding from both elbows and chin. 

“Are you ok?” I asked.

Holding up his arms to me with blood dripping on the 
street he simply said, “Well, that’s gonna leave a mark”. 
Then he picked up the sled and went home.

Reading the news reports on February 10th, noting we 
were six months into Derecho recovery, it was obvious the 
wind “left a mark.” The thrust was that as a municipality 
we are far from recovered (parks, trees, public buildings 
need repairs/clearing), as persons we are not recovered (I 
am mid-ceiling paint job, which was damaged when my 
roof vacated its rightful spot) and of course many in our 
community who had significant financial issues prior to 
the storm are lagging far behind in getting contractors and 
other to help them recover.

No question – the Derecho left a mark. Thousands and 
thousands of trees are lost. Most every property in town 
received some sort of damage. Emotionally, the windstorm 
left a mark, some sort of a scar on all of us. As I reflected 
on the coverage of the 6th month anniversary, the scripture 
“God gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he 
sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.” (Matthew 5:45b) 
jumped into my mind. No one in our metro was able to 
sidestep this one. 

It seems on the surface like a horrible event, and in deep 



Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, 
email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral Care at 
vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically 
rebroadcast on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 
4 at 7:00 PM on Monday evenings. There is a 
multiweek delay between when a sermon is 
preached and when it airs on TV.

Summer Ministry Internships Available
Four full time paid summer positions are available at Marion 
Methodist.

• Summer Ministry Intern - a position that gains experience 
in a number of areas of ministry. This job is perfect for 
persons considering full time ministry.

• Worship Ministry Intern - a position that gains experience 
and explores music ministry in the local church. This job is 
perfect for persons interested in music ministry as a career 
or avocation.

• Feeding Lunch to Youth (FLY) Intern - two positions that 
assist in volunteer management, advertising, fund raising, 
food ordering, meal preparation and delivery.

Full job descriptions and application instructions are available at
www.MarionMethodist.org/available-positions.  Applications due by 
March 1, 2021.

Questions should be directed to John Terry at
JTerry@marionmethodist.org or call 319-377-4856.

UMCOR Hygiene/Personal Dignity Kits
This year we will be 
gathering supplies for 
the United Methodist 
Commission on Relief 
(UMCOR) Hygiene/

Personal Dignity kits a little differently.  Instead of 
collecting individual kits, we will be collecting select 
items each month over the next 3 months.  Many 
hygiene products can be purchased in bulk at better 
savings, which means we can assemble more kits for less 
cost per kit.  These kits are used for disaster response 
across the country and help displaced or vulnerable 
families obtain hygiene items in times of crisis.  For the 
remainder of February and for the month of March, we 
will be collecting these items: 

• 1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels 
• 1 Bath Washcloth - No kitchen dishcloths 
• 1 Comb - sturdy - No rattail or picks 
• 1 Razor - with guard 

Please purchase these items and drop them off at 
the mission depot station in the Center or at the 
downtown church office.  Please contact scampbell@
marionmethodist.org with any questions.  Thank you 
for your generous support of this mission!

Your Journey from Mourning to Joy
GriefShare is a special weekly seminar/
support group for people grieving the 
death of a family member or friend.  It’s 
a place where you can be around people 
who understand how you feel and the 

pain of your loss.  During these months of COVID-19, grief 
has been especially hard and difficult to process, leaving many 
without the usual supports and helps following a loved one’s 
death.

If you are experiencing the challenges of grief and need caring 
help and support, please consider attending GriefShare.  Grief-
Share will be offered beginning Wednesday March 3 from 6:15 
pm to 7:45 pm in Room W10.  GriefShare runs for 13 weeks 
and you’re welcome to join at any time.

**If you’re interested in attending, please contact Vicki Standley 
at 319-310-5195 or email vstandley@marionmethodist.org

Face masks are strongly recommended and social distancing 
practices will be in place.



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
January 27:  Jonathan David Soldner, son 
of Beth (Knapp) and James Soldner.  Family 
includes grandparents Ron and Kim Knapp and 
great-grandparents Gary and Sharon Knapp and 
Joe and Donnette Hutchins.

February Food Pantry Item - Canned Fruit

Pastoral Care Corner – Spring Cleaning
Back in the day, as the weather warmed and windows could be opened, my 
mom started her yearly ritual of spring cleaning.  She methodically went 

through our house, one room at a time, 
stripping the beds and taking down 
curtains, putting them in the washer, 
then out on the clothesline.  She’d pull 
furniture away from the walls, clean 
closets and dust and vacuum rooms 
from top to bottom.  A cool breeze blew 
through the house ridding it of the stale 

air built up over the winter, filling every corner with fresh, spring air.  At 
bedtime, the sheets and covers had that delicious smell that only comes 
from hanging outside in the sunshine.  Everything felt refreshed and new.

I must confess I’ve not continued that practice.  There was a time I’d attempt 
to do a deep clean now and then, but as time 
goes on, that seems less and less of a priority 
for me.  But as we enter the season of Lent, 
perhaps we should consider some “spring 
cleaning” of our soul.  Just like my mom 
would dust and clean every corner of a room, 
every so often we need to sweep the cobwebs 
from our hearts, get the dust and stale air out 
of our minds and spirit and let the sweet, fresh air of the Holy Spirit blow 
through us.

Lent is a time of self-examination, considering where we have come from 
and whose we are.  It’s a time to re-orient ourselves and get back on track 
with God.  It’s a time to repent of our sins, our bad habits; anything that 
stands between us and the holiness of God.  It’s also a time to deeply ponder 
and take to heart all that Jesus sacrificed for us, setting aside the glory of 
heaven to become fully human, ultimately taking the sins of the world upon 
his back.

During the 40 days of Lent we have the opportunity to clean our spiritual 
household, to take on a spiritual discipline such as Bible study, prayer, 
fasting, or search the darkest corners of our hearts and repent for all the 
messiness of our lives.  Only through repentance, acknowledging where 
we’ve gone wrong and desiring to do right, are we able to stand before God 
and ask his forgiveness.  

So, what kind of spring cleaning will you do – commit to time with God 
in prayer and supplication?  Maybe read and study God’s word coming to 
know him more deeply and richly, or reach out to the poor, the lonely, the 
broken hearted and share the good news of Jesus with them?  Whatever you 
choose, call on the Holy Spirit to refresh, renew and bring cleansing from 
the inside out.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
    and renew a right spirit within me.
11 Cast me not away from your presence,
    and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
    and uphold me with a willing spirit. (ESV)  Psalm 51:10-12

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Thank You from Marion Cares
Thank you for your continued support of 
vulnerable families in our community! 
This year has brought numerous challenges 
upon our city, and there are many unable 
to withstand the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the Derecho storm on their 
own.  You have been a vital part of bringing 
help to those who need it most! Your giving 
has changed lives and extended the love of 
Jesus in these difficult times. There is still a 
long way to go for many living in Marion 
and we are grateful for your continued 
partnership.  Thank you for being a source of 
hope and help for the vulnerable families of 
our community!

Marion Methodist contributed $30,649 to 
Marion Cares in 2020.



This year Camp Sunday will look 
a bit different without a breakfast.  
Our Confirmation students will be 

handing out yummy homemade 
treats and your free-will donation 
will go to Camp Scholarships for 

youth at Marion Methodist.  

There is a donation envelope 
included in this newsletter to make 
a donation to Camp Scholarships at 

Marion Methodist.  
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February 21, 2021 
God’s Commandments: Lying 

Exodus 20:16; Acts 5:1-11 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
God commands his people not to lie. 
When Ananias and Sapphira sell their 

property, they lie about how much 
money they sell it for so they can keep 

some money but make it seem like 
they gave it all. Both of them are 

caught in the lie and die suddenly. 
 

Bible Point:  
We don’t lie. 

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,  
and all your mind’ ” (Matthew 22:37). 

Talk About This… 
• Tell the truth about something you’ve been keeping hidden. 

Family Together Time 
Celebrate the truth about your family. 

• Work together to come up with 10 truths 
about your family, and write them down. 

• You may include purely happy things like, 
“We love to play games together.” 

• You may also add a positive ending to 
something harder, such as, “Sometimes we 
fight, but we always love each other.” 

• Hang the list of 10 truths on your fridge to 
celebrate the truth about who you are as a 
family. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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February 28, 2021 
God’s Commandments: Jealousy 

Exodus 20:17; Genesis 37:1-11 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
God commands his people not to want 
other people’s stuff. Joseph’s brothers 

are jealous because their dad likes 
Joseph best and gives Joseph a fancy 
coat. Plus, Joseph brags about dreams 

in which his brothers bow to him. 
 

Bible Point:  
We’re not jealous. 

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
 and all your mind’ ” (Matthew 22:37). 

Talk About This… 
• What makes you feel really jealous?  

• Find something about that situation you can thank God for. 

Through the Week 
Create a gratitude jar to help combat jealousy. 

• Set out slips of paper and a pencil next to a 
cup or Mason jar. (Or, if your child made a 
gratitude jar in Sunday school, use that.) 

• Encourage family members to each write 
one thing they’re thankful for each day and 
put that slip of paper in the jar. 

• When someone feels jealous or complains 
about what they don’t have, that person can 
pull out a slip of paper and thank God 
instead of complaining. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
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