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mid-summer moving towards about 2/3 of where we had been in 
worship attendance. Summer Games and Bible School were held – 
not with pre-COVID numbers but a blessing to all who attended 
and participated. Then DELTA… Concerns multiplied and here 
we are…The fourth wave.

How long does COVID last? No one knows.

All of us have lost a friend or friends or a family member to the 
virus. The curve flattens for a bit and then up it goes again. How 
long does COVID last?

The question that is unanswerable by us stands alongside many in 
our faith tradition who asked similar questions.

Noah responding to the Lord’s command, built and occupied the 
boat. The rain came and the water rose, men and women certainly 
pounded on the walls of the great ark, and can’t we easily imagine 
Noah asking – “How long?”

Abraham and Sarah, promised a son by the Lord, watched their 
young and middle ages pass by waiting on a positive pregnancy 
test – “How long?”

Joseph, after being sold into slavery by his brothers, rose in 
Potiphar’s house where he was betrayed and sent to languish in the 
Egyptian jail asking daily certainly– “How long?”

Mary was promised by the angel that her son was to bring hope to 
Israel and be great in God’s eyes – as each year passed to the next 
was not her continual question – “How long?”

Friends, this I can tell you with certainty, I cannot tell you how 
long this (or any other era) will last. What I can say for sure is that 
as we read the Biblical stories noted above and many others, we 
are not alone in two things. We are not alone in needing to cling 
to God as we wait through some long difficult situation. Second, 
in it we are not to be idle. During this era, like every other, we are 
to be faithful to God as have been our foremothers and fathers in 
the faith. Of course, we have some weariness in our waiting but in 
these days of waiting for COVID to become threatless, we must 
faithfully do what we can do.

What can we do? We can grow in Christ. We can grow in the 
quantifiable evidence, the “marks” of our discipleship. There is 
no need to wait for you to grow closer to Christ and his church in 
your prayers, presence, gifts, witness and service. 

    Pastor Mike
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Wearily he asked: “How long does COVID 
last?”

This question came from a 5-year-old who 
was not asking about the length of illness 
but about the length of an era in his life 
known as COVID. For more than a quarter 
of his life, this little dude has been wearing 
a mask, staying distanced from his friends 
and not able to eat at McDonalds or see his 
grandparents with regularity. The COVID 
era has made many weary.

Obviously, we all look at COVID differently. From the 
perspective of a pastor, I knew after being at a funeral where 
our Bishop preached and fear of the virus was escalating in the 
full theater of a nearby high school that something was about 
to happen. That night (March 8, 2020) at 8:30 PM following 
the governor’s mandate, our Bishop encouraged all United 
Methodist Churches to NOT have in person worship until we 
“flattened the curve” (remember that?) of COVID-19. This had 
never happened before but, if we needed to be out until Easter – 
OK. The first wave.

Easter came and went. Summer arrived and everything was 
hard. Worship was only online and recorded with less than 10 
in the building. Weddings planned for 250 became weddings of 
6 persons. Summer Games was cancelled, Sunday School and 
Bible school went to video, FLY was masked and gloved. Friends 
were dying, maybe not from the virus, but in the natural course 
of events, and families were prohibited from visiting them in 
their waning days.  Funerals were online, and grieving moved 
from hard to excruciating. Summer 2020 was about to conclude; 
cases were beginning to wane. Plans were made to “come back” 
into the building for worship with masks and disinfectant and 
seats seemingly 20 yards from each other. That plan was adjusted 
a bit by the little windstorm we encountered, but in September, 
in-person worship resumed. The second wave.

We reemerged safely, far below our allowed capacity, though 
each week a few more felt safe attending worship. Then cases 
skyrocketed and again our Bishop said close in-person activities 
until mid-January 2021. The third wave.

January came and momentum was ours. Hospitalizations were 
going down, down, down. Masks and no food or drink was 
still the rule for many months but the church hungering to be 
together was once again, week-by-week growing. Then two 
shots happened and attendance grew.  Mask mandates were 
dropped and by Memorial Day we were actually singing and in 



TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.
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Providing affordable housing for seniors 
with low to moderate incomes. 

Thank you for helping us help 
seniors in our community 

To purchase certificates contact: 

Kay Stanford @ 
kestanford@yahoo.com or 319-
373-4371 

Kenneth Stanford @  
kdsforever@msn.com or 319-389-
0053 

____________________________
____________________________

Each year beginning in 2011 Marion Senior Living Community 
(MSLC) has held a lasagna dinner fundraiser at Faith Lutheran 
Church.  Due to pandemic, we have transitioned over to selling 

Zio Johno’s $5.00 gift certificates.  
These certificates can be used to buy almost any menu item, at 
any of the Zio Johno’s locations, at the date of your choosing 
and they never expire.  

Card Shower
Celebrate Dan Sandoval’s 80th Birthday on 
October 3 by sending him a card.  Please send 
cards to: 
Views of Marion
720 Oakbrook Drive Room 109
Marion, IA 52302

Thank You
Thank you to the Marion Methodist members for 
your generous donations.   Because of you, 108 
school kits and 84 Hygiene kits will be taken to 
Cedar Falls in November for distribution to those 
in need around the globe.   If you feel a further 
need, cash donations are needed to cover shipping 
costs.   

Thank you so much and God bless!

Thank You
We’d like to say a big thank you for the cards sent 
to us for our anniversary.  Receiving them was the 
most fun part of our celebration! 
                                            Lee and Elaine Coppock

Pastoral Care Corner - Community
There are moments in our lives that are so good, so right, that we 
just know that’s where we’re supposed to be and what we’re meant 
to do.  It doesn’t mean that it will last forever, but for that particular 
chunk of time, we’re in the right place.  For me, one of those times 
was the Friendship Ministry group that we started in September 1998 
for people with special needs.  It started small, with 5 participants 
including our son Josh, but quickly grew to having 25 -30 or more 
regular attendees over the years.  Working with that population was 
joyful, challenging and everything in between, but overall it was one 
of the best things I’ve ever been involved in.

For a number of years, we’d kick things 
off with a hayrack ride out at Wanatee 
(then Squaw Creek) Park.  Our members 
would bring friends and their staff and we 
usually had a beautiful fall afternoon to ride 
around the park singing songs, enjoying 
the beautiful changing leaves and being 

together.  After the ride we’d have snacks at one of the pavilions and 
head home.  It was a fun, special time to re-engage and begin our year 
together and one they frequently talked about.

Our group not only knew how to have fun, but they loved to learn 
about Jesus and his love for them.  
Our Bible lessons were interactive, 
informational and gave them a basic 
knowledge of who God is and how 
much he loves us.  Our group showed 
their love for others in the way they 
cared for and supported each other.  If 
anyone was hurting, they’d get plenty of 
hugs and pats on the back.

Our prayer times were full of requests for friends and family members 
who were ill, going through hard times, or for loved ones who had 
passed away, sometimes years ago, but still on the hearts of those 
making the request.  As a group we laughed and sang together, and 
on the occasions that death came to one of our members, we grieved 
together.  We were a community, a group coming together for a 
particular segment of time and sharing our love with and for one 
another.  We embodied “our verse” Proverbs 17:17, “A friend loves at 
all times”.

Riding around the park on the fall hayrides we’d usually sing one of 
our favorites, “He’s Got the Whole World in his Hands” at the top of 
our lungs, especially the last verse:
He’s got everybody here in his hands.
He’s got everybody here in his hands.
He’s got everybody here in his hands.
He’s got the whole world in his hands.

I thank God for the years spent together in Friendship Ministry, and 
though we no longer meet, the memories are sweet, the ministry that 
we provided was impactful and God worked in so many amazing 
ways during our time together.  I pray that you have opportunities like 
this to be in community with fellow believers and live out your faith 
in just such a way.

God’s blessings to you!
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
September 4: Arlo Joseph Goebel son of Kaycie 
and Nolan Goebel
September 16:  Jett Michael Stephens, son 
of Jarrah (Vance) and Spencer Stephens.  
Grandparents are Scott and Lynda Stephens

BAPTISMS:
October 3:  Aiden Larry Baethke and Bentley 
Robert Baethke, sons of Cody and Nichole 
Baethke. 
October 10:  Judah Leo DeReus, son of Ben and 
Kelsie DeReus

DEATHS:
September 13:  Gary Witthoft, brother of Linda 
(Jim) Cnossen.  Family also includes niece Tara 
(Chanin) Dirks.
September 25:  Dolores Trimble, mother of 
Guy (Dani) Trimble

October Food Pantry Item - Toilet Tissue

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

Marks of a 
Disciple

Each Sunday during 
the Marks of a  Disciple 
sermon series, a card will 
be available to pick up 
to help you remember 
each Mark.  Cards will 
be available each week 
as you walk in or out 
of service or at each 
Welcome Center.  Make 
sure to collect all 6!



The Membership Vows of Marion 
Methodist Church

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you reject the 
spiritual forces of wickedness, the evil powers of this world, 
and the bondage of sin?  

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves?

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole 
trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in 
union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of 
all ages, nations and races?

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful 
members of Christ’s holy Church and serve as Christ’s 
representatives in the world?

As members of Christ’s universal Church, will you be loyal 
to the United Methodist Church, and do all in your power to 
strengthen its ministries?

As members of this congregation, will you faithfully 
participate in its ministries by your prayers, your presence, 
your witness, your gifts, and your service?

Sweet Buy & Buy Needs You!
Bakers Wanted to fill Harvest Market bazaar shop with delicious 
baked goods on October 23!!

What to donate?
Plates of six cookies, 
small loaves of bread, 
6-inch to large-sized 
fruit pies, caramel 
popcorn in sandwich bag, 

peanut brittle, cupcakes, cakes, specialty cakes, 
breads, cinnamon rolls, individual treats, 
specialty items (like kolaches). Whatever your 
heart desires!

When to donate?
You may drop off donations on Friday, October 22 from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m., or from 8:00-8:45 a.m. on October 23 bazaar 
day! Please sign in your donations when you arrive and provide 
a phone number if you wish to take your donations home if 
they do not sell on Saturday.

Special Requests:
Please package your donations ready to sell. You can price your 
own, or we’ll price according to a general price sheet. Clearly 
label any items that are sugar free, gluten free, or nut free. Label 
your donation so we know what it is (example: banana nut 
bread).

Be sure all baked items are securely wrapped/packaged when 
they arrive!

When appropriate, put all items on a plate and in a zip-lock bag. 
Thank you!

Thank you to all who 
supported the 2021 SHE 
Women’s Conference. We 

had a wonderful day of 
worship, Bible study, and 

fellowship. This year’s simulcast 
allowed us to host people in 
person and online. We look 

forward serving the women in our 
community through our next SHE 

Women’s Conference event. 

With gratitude,
SHE Women’s Conference 

Committee 
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Oct 3, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:  

Firm Foundation 
Matthew 7:24-29 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• If you were going to build a house, what’s the first thing you would do? 

“Do to others whatever you would like them to do to you.  
This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the prophets” (Matthew 7:12). 

 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus concludes the Sermon on the 

Mount by saying that people who hear 
his words and follow them are like wise 

builders who build on the strong 
foundation of a rock. But those who 

ignore his words are like foolish 
builders who build a house on sand, 

which doesn’t hold up against storms. 
 

Bible Point:  
Following Jesus is the best way to live. 

As a Family 
• Head outside and check out the base of 

your home or apartment building. (Or any 
permanent structure—like your church, 
school, or library!) 

• Observe what you notice about the 
foundation. What makes it strong? 

• Talk about what makes a strong foundation 
in life and compare your observations to 
what you noticed about your building. 

 
  

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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Oct 10, 2021 

An Angel Announces Jesus’ Birth  
Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25 

 

God sends an angel to tell Mary and Joseph 
about Jesus’ upcoming birth. God gives a lot of 

specific details, and many of them seemed 
impossible. But God does the impossible! 

Jesus was born just as God said he would be. 
 

 

“For nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). 

Family Discussion 
• What’s something in your life that feels impossible? 
• What do you believe God could do about that? 

• Explain whether or not it’s easy for you to believe God can do anything. 

It Doesn’t Pop! 
Your child may have done this activity in church 
today. If so, ask him or her to show you how to do 
it. If not, here’s how to do it: 

1. Stick 15 flathead thumbtacks in a 3x5 grid 
through an index card, and tape the flat side 
of the tacks in place. 

2. Inflate a balloon. 
3. Push the balloon onto the thumbtacks. It 

won’t pop! 
4. Talk about these questions:  

• Why does setting the balloon on the 
tacks without it popping seem 
impossible? 
• Read together Luke 1:37. What does it 
mean that God’s Word comes true, even 
if it seems impossible to us? 
• Why do you trust that God will do what 
he says? 

Through the Week 
Here’s an activity you can do throughout the 
week—over dinner or in the car. Play a variation of 
the game of “I Spy” with things that demonstrate 
doing the impossible. 

1. Have someone look around, secretly 
choose an object, and say something that 
would be impossible to do using that object. 
For example, it would be impossible to eat 
soup with a key. 

2. Everyone else will ask yes or no questions 
to identify the item. 

3. When someone guesses the item, everyone 
will try to think of ways God could do the 
impossible with that item (without being 
silly). 
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