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God speaks these words to a worn-down people to console 
their hearts and encourage their spirits. In just a few sentences 
the LORD silences the fears and tells his people. He tells them 
to grab the rope and start pulling the sled back up the hill AND 
they will make it because He will strengthen, help and hold 
them up. 

Dear friends at Marion Methodist, as 2021 begins, you need to 
know your pastor has a pretty firm grip on the rope and your 
church staff has joined him. Together we beckon to you; “Up 
the Hill we go!” and we add, “put your coat, hat and mittens on 
and join us!”

We are pulling this sled joyfully up the hill that is not easy. 
There is the portion of the hill that says “it is impossible to 
grow a church in the land of COVID” and our response is “up 
the hill we go!” There is a portion of the hill that says a dual 
platform church that does live and online ministry cannot 
praise the Lord and grow disciples to which your lead team at 
Marion Methodist says; “up the hill we go!” because we know 
the naysayers to be incorrect.

We pull the sled up the hill that includes the steep slope of 
mental health challenges. There is no screaming of “whee whee 
whee” as we gently pull through the uphill of grief, anxiety, 
loneliness, depression and worry, but faithfully we pull, because 
up the hill we must go. We will offer a ride to those hurting the 
most and a hand to those who with a little pull can join us in 
the mission of making disciples and transforming the world for 
Jesus Christ.

There is neither hope for magic or naivete in our hearts. We can 
clearly see and know 2021 is a hill, a big one. It casts a shadow 
that has touched every soul and that is why we lean first into 
the LORD who says; “Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t 
be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help 
you. I will hold you up in my victorious right hand.” Note the 
underlines I have added and understand that God’s hand was 
on the rope long before you or I grabbed it and it was his voice 
that we first heard say; “Up the hill we must go”. 

So, fearlessly, faithfully, and with great confidence, I begin 2021 
with a simple scream; “Marion Methodist – up the hill we go!”

    Pastor Mike

Up the Hill we go!

Vicki Standley
Director of Pastoral Care

319-310-5195
vstandley@marionmethodist.org

CONTACT US:

“Grab the rope and scream, “up the hill we 
go!’” 

This was the advice of the Rev. Gene Yelken, 
my Lead Pastor and mentor at St. Paul’s 
Church in Colorado Springs. It was an odd 
answer to the question, “What is the role of 
the church staff after the Holidays?” 

However, as he explained what he meant, it 
seemed obvious. Gene, a Nebraska farm boy, knew a lot about 
sledding and compared the church to sledding a western 
Nebraska snow covered hill. “Look, Mike, during December 
we have programs and parties and cantatas and then 
Christmas Eve tops it all off. During December the sled is 
going downhill, everyone is screaming ‘whee – whee – whee!’ 
and our main job is to stay out 
of the way and enjoy the ride! 
Then January comes…the sled 
is empty and our job is to grab 
the rope and scream, “up the hill 
we go!” 

Even in a subdued holiday season like COVID granted us this 
year, there was some exuberance, some “whee whee whee” in 
our spirit because it was Christmas and we did get to discard 
the 2020 pages from our calendar. Now, the decorations have 
been boxed up, the cookies are all gone and there seems to 
only be 4 hours of daylight. It is easiest to look up at the hill 
that seems to be 2021 and want to sit down pretzel style on 
the floor and wonder – do we even want to go up that hill?

God’s people, the Israelites were up against it. Very definitely 
their collective “sleds” were at the bottom of the hill and 
as they pondered their captivity by the wicked and idol 
worshipping Babylonians, they felt tired and beaten. 
Everything in front of them seemed to be a hard pull uphill. 
Into this the prophet Isaiah speaks: 

9I have called you back from the ends of the earth,
    saying, ‘You are my servant.’

For I have chosen you
    and will not throw you away.

10 Don’t be afraid, for I am with you.
    Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you and help you.
    I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. 

(Isaiah 41:9-10)



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
December 24:  Waldo Morris, father of Jon (Peg) 
Morris. Family also includes grandchildren Lindsay 
(Andy) Duggan, Jared (Heather) Morris and Shelby 
(Jordan) Schott and brother-in-law John (Louise) 
Nieland.

January Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, 

please use the Prayer button at the end of the 
weekly email or on the church website, www.
marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to pray for 
others, email Vicki Standley, Director of Pastoral 
Care at vstandley@marionmethodist.org.

Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

Will In Person Worship be resumed?
Bishop Laurie Haller had directed all United Methodist Churches 
to cease in person activities from November 18th through January 
10th. Marion Methodist abided by this directive.

In her letter to all United Methodist Churches dated January 4th 
Bishop Haller wrote: 

Thank you for your faithful response to the November 18th directive 
that paused in-person worship and church activities through January 
10th. You may recall this decision was made in response to worsening 
COVID-19 positivity rates across the state and the profound pressures 
being placed on our healthcare systems and frontline workers.  We 
deeply appreciate the ways in which you partnered together through 
Advent, Christmas Season and Epiphany to provide virtual worship, 
small group opportunities, and resourcing our local faith communities 
with pastoral care, stewardship planning and connecting with your 
broader community during this hard and holy time. After consulting 
with local leaders and healthcare personnel - and in review of reported 
numbers across the state - this directive will be lifted with a return to 
yellow status after January 10th.  

The short of this is the Reemergence Task Force has been reactivated 
and an announcement regarding our next steps will be made in the 
very near future.

Basic Bible Plus
Start the year off great with 
a Bible Study with Pastor 
Mike every Wednesday 
at 6:30 PM.  He will be 
covering the book of 
Genesis. 

Tune in live at www.MarionMethodist.
org/Watch-Live, on our Facebook 

page, or at www.YouTube.com/
MarionMethodistChurch.

Register for the accompanying ZOOM 
Discussion at 

www.MarionMethodist.org/Adult-
Discipleship



Church Center App
Marion Methodist 
has created a way 
for you to stay 
connected from 
your mobile device.  
Download the 
Church Center app 
to connect with 
Marion Methodist 

on your smart phone.
• View electronic bulletin
• See upcoming events
• Contactless Check-In
• View the Church Calendar
• 

How to get the app:
• Visit App Store to download the app to 

your mobile device
• Search for nearby churches and click 

Marion Methodist
• Enter your phone number to login 
• Explore the Marion Methodist App

Watch the video tutorial on Marion Methodist 
website.

Pastoral Care Corner – Renewal
Ahh, New Year’s, the time of resolutions and 
expectations of change.  I doubt I’ve ever made a 
resolution that I’ve kept more than a few days or 
weeks.  In fact, I don’t even make them anymore 
because I know I won’t follow through.  I kept a 
couple for a short time, and even dedicated time 
to work out with a trainer at a rec center some 

years ago.  I actually went in early before work several mornings a week.  
That lasted the longest of my resolutions, but eventually fell away like the 
rest.

So I prefer to think of the new year as a time of renewal rather than 
resolutions.  Renewal is defined as “restoring to freshness, vigor, or perfection, 
to make new spiritually”.  The New Year seems a great time to regain vigor, 
more energy, and renew my love for God and my relationship with him.  
2020 has been a difficult, challenging year, but have we really considered 
what it has done to our very soul, our sense of confidence, and our trust and 
love for God when we’ve take hit after hit, after hit to our spirit?

Maybe it’s a fine line between resolutions and renewal but hear me out.  Most 
resolutions set us up to fail.  Goals are outlined that are so ambitious we 
can’t possibly achieve them in the time we’ve allotted.  Then discouragement 
sets in and we wind up dismissing our resolutions long before seeing any 
appreciable results.  On the other hand, renewal seems more a time of self-
examination, an assessment of where we are physically, emotionally and 
spiritually and what seems necessary to restore balance and put right what 
has been out of whack in the previous year.

How this may actually play out will be as 
individual as each one of us.  What works for me, 
will most likely not work for you at all.  Are you a 
list maker?  I tend to be but I’m not sure that will 
be my go-to in this instance.  You may decide to 
try journaling.  I’ve tried for years and have made several attempts, but again 
follow-through was my enemy and I’ve discarded every one.

Seeking renewal will involve taking a good, hard look at heart and soul, what 
has been under siege this past year and needs to be set right.  My emotions 
have been all over the map, in great spirits one day, in the dumps the next.  
I’ve managed to take care of myself physically for a while, then fallen off and 
failed miserably.  And spiritually, in some ways I feel that God is far away 
and yet my trust and dependence on him is stronger than it ever has been.

Please join me on this journey, a time of soul-searching, pondering how 
to approach this time of renewal and make it work, not letting it fall by the 
wayside like New Year’s resolutions.  Let’s create a holy space and a plan 
that will have lasting impact.  For me, a pattern that promotes emotional, 
physical and spiritual health will be front and center and one I hope to 
maintain the rest of my days.  It’s time for renewal folks, our mental and 
spiritual health depend on it. 

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
spend much time in secret with Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus, like him thou shalt be;
thy friends in thy conduct his likeness shall see.  

Blessings,
Vicki

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are 
typically rebroadcast on Mediacom or 
ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay 
between when a sermon is preached and 
when it airs on TV.



Crowdsourcing: Preaching 
from the Seats

The six weekends beginning January 10th those 
preaching at Marion Methodist will be responding to 
questions or topics the congregation has suggested in 
the series: CROWDSOURCING: Preaching from the 
Seats. 

This “crowd sourcing” request received a tremendous 
response, and we are not able to do everything NOW. 
Pastor Mike, Simon and Kelsie are looking forward to 
sinking their teeth into these provocative sermons.

January 10 God is before the Beginning and after  
                          the end? How?

January 17 Common Aversions to Christianity:        
                           Spiritual but not Religious

January 24 Common Aversions to Christianity:                 
                           Hypocrisy and Guilt!

January 31 Prayer can be learned.

February 7 What should my expectations of prayer  
                be?

February 14 How is a congregation a family?

On January 3rd, Pastor Mike reminded the congregation that 
traditionally United Methodists renew their covenant with God 
and the church on the first Sunday of the new year. He then shared 
the “modern language” version of the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer. 
This prayer is part of a collection by the Rev. Craig Finnestad who 
is both a former mentee of Pastor Mike’s and current leader of 
Marion Methodist’s own daughter, Rev. Leandra (Martins) Esler, 
at the Waters Edge United Methodist Church in West Omaha. 

JOHN WESLEY’S COVENANT PRAYER FOR 
TODAY 

I was once mine. From this point forward, I am Yours.
Make clear my purposes in life.
Place me among my loved ones and expand my heart to love all.

Help me to think the things You want me to think,
say the things You want me to say,
and do the things You want me to do,
even if it means I am belittled, ignored, or criticized.

Give me people to encourage, serve, and love.
Give me times of peace and rest so I can love and be loved by 
You.
Let me be a light to a dark world so people can see You working 
in me.
Make me humble and remind me that everything I have is 
because of You.

Thank You for times of happiness and prosperity; they are a gift.
Thank You for Your presence and promise in days of sadness 
and hardship.
I emerge stronger and wiser.

Let me discover, embrace, and fulfill Your will for my life.
With joy and in fullness, I give my possessions, my time, and my 
energy to You and to Your purposes.
Almighty, holy, and blessed God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
You are my true love and I am Yours.
And so it is. Let the covenant I am making here on earth be 
acceptable and pleasing to You.

Amen.
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January 10th, 2021 
God’s Commandments: 

No Idols 
Exodus 20:4-6; 2 Kings 23:1-20 

 
  
 
 
 
 

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,  
and all your mind’ ” (Matthew 22:37). 

Here’s what happens… 
After finding and reading God’s law, 

King Josiah starts taking the worship of 
the one real God seriously. He goes 
from place to place in Israel burning 

and smashing idols and altars. By the 
time he’s finished, any evidence of 

worshipping fake gods is gone! 
 

Bible Point:  
There’s only one real God. 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one thing you know for sure is true about God? 

Family Together Time 
Go on a prayer walk around your neighborhood. 

• As you pass each house, pray for the 
people who live there to know the one real 
God. 

• If you know the people who live there and 
what they believe, add specifics to your 
prayers! 

• Ask God to show up in such a real way that 
your neighbors can’t deny who he is. 

• Ask God to use you to show your neighbors 
who he is! 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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January 17th, 2021 
God’s Commandments: 

Respect God’s Name 
Exodus 20:7; 3:13-14;  

Deuteronomy 10:17; Isaiah 9:6-7; Revelation 1:8; Psalm 22:3 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
God commands us not to misuse his 

name. The Bible is full of different 
names for God that describe his 
holiness, mightiness, and eternal 

nature. God’s name captures who he 
is, so we respect it. 

 
Bible Point:  

We respect God’s name 
when we talk. 

“Jesus replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul,  
and all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). 

Talk About This… 
• If you could change your name, what would you change it to? 

Family Together Time 
Decorate your door frames as a reminder to 
respect God’s name. 

• Make a sign for each of the names of God 
your kids learned today (listed below). 

• Younger kids can add drawings to show 
who God is. For example, they could draw a 
heart to show that God is loving, a tree to 
show that God is the Creator, and so on. 

• Include these names: 
o I Am 
o God of gods 
o Lord of lords 
o Wonderful Counselor 
o Mighty God 
o Everlasting Father 
o Prince of Peace 
o Alpha and Omega 
o Almighty One 
o Holy 

• Hang the signs around your door frames. 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 
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