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Our definition and the image of the “Discipleship Pathway” 
has been very helpful to our advancement as a disciple 
making church. While our pathway has garnered wonderful 
results, another step is now necessary. As promised, we will be 
advancing the pathway to become the “Marks of a Disciple.” 
The “marks” are those things that each of us can quantifiably 
grow in our lives and by our living them become identifiable by 
others. 

Some have written books on this topic and a quick google 
search will bring you lists of the “X marks of a disciple.” Our 
Church Council at their January 30th retreat reviewed and 
agreed with 5. Of course, another church may use a different 
list and even cite different Scriptures, but these are the ones 
we have chosen to be the quantifiable and identifiable traits we 
believe should be evident in the life of a Jesus follower. 

These five are all inspired by the Lord’s words in Holy Scripture, 
embraced and empowered by the Holy Spirit and incorporated 
in our membership vows. Each time a person becomes a 
member of a United Methodist Church they are asked to 
affirmatively respond to the question: “As members of this 
congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by 
your prayers, presence, witness, gifts and service?” Our pursuit 
during this season in the life of Marion Methodist is to teach 
these concepts, encourage you to dive into a class or small 
group that will be investigating them more fully than we can 
during worship and embrace them in your personal Christian 
ministry.

The Lord Jesus said to his disciples “…let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)  

   Pastor Mike

What are the “Marks” of your Life?
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CONTACT US:

A friend of mine has a spouse who 
is very fit. She eats right, exercises 
frequently and gets the appropriate 
amount of rest. When she works out, 
whether in the gym or outside she 
typically wears shirts that leave her 
midriff exposed. Anyone that sees her 
working out knows two things about her; 
she is fit, and she is a mother. Both her 
children were born by cesarean and she 

has both a vertical and horizontal scar evident to anyone who 
looks. They are a “mark” that defines, to a point, who she is.

Another friend, a pastor, also has a “mark” on his body that 
to a point defines who he is. Years ago, at Summer Games we 
were installing the tiki torches for evening worship on the 
Grinnell campus and in his short sleeves I noticed a tattoo on 
his arm; an anchor with USN across it. I said, “Ron you were 
in the Navy?” “Yep, directly after high school I served four 
years.” That “mark”, to a point, defined who he is.

What are the “marks” of your life?

Do you often consider that? When folks you know or don’t 
know look at you, what “marks” do they see that define you?

Marion Methodist takes seriously the notion of assisting all 
of us to grow in the things that “mark” our lives. Jesus, called 
those who followed Him disciples. A disciple is a learner and 
one who adheres to the teachings of Jesus. “If you hold to my 
teaching, you really are my disciples. Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31b-32) The 
follower of Christ is to prove to the world we’re followers 
of Jesus by what we say and do, by applying what he taught 
in our everyday life. Our lives are to have the “marks” of a 
disciple.

Years ago, as part of the Healthy Church Initiative, one of the 
things Marion Methodist threw itself at was making a clear 
“Discipleship Pathway.” We defined a “disciple” in part as a 
person who through faith in Jesus Christ believes the gospel and 
seeks to center their life on the teachings of Jesus….



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

Pastoral Care Corner - Change
Change.  A word that either excites us or terrifies us.  Some people 
embrace change and love the challenges it brings, others will do 
anything to avoid change.  The past 18 months have been filled with 
change.  You know what I’m talking about because we’ve all been 
through it and continue to experience great changes in our lives.  But 
I also know that we can’t avoid the topic of change.

My five oldest grandkids will be changing 
their school experiences quite a bit this fall.  
Three of them will be starting school in a new 
town, one each in high school, middle school 
and elementary school.  They’ll be making 
new friends, getting used to new teachers and 
buildings, pretty much starting from scratch.  The 
other two will be homeschooled after attending 
public school up until now, so their days will be vastly different as 
well, compared to previous years.

Many of us have changed how we shop, and have gotten used to 
a variety of things being delivered to our 
doorsteps, including groceries, meals, clothes, 
furniture, you name it.  One of my daughters 
was job hunting this spring and hearing her talk 
about her job search was baffling to me.  The 
job seeking websites she looked at regularly 
were ones I’d never heard of and hope I never 
have to use.  Almost all of her interviews were 
done by phone or online, a complete change 

from the in person interviews I’d always been accustomed to.

Change is inevitable, and whether we like it or not, it’s going to 
happen.  Grace Hopper, an American computer scientist and United 
States Navy rear admiral, has been quoted as saying, “The most 
dangerous phrase in the language is ‘we’ve always done it this way’”.  
It’s comfortable to do things the same way, to have a routine that we 
can fall into and depend on.  But if we’ve learned nothing else since 
March 2020, routines are made to be broken and change can happen 
at a moment’s notice, like the shutdown of churches, schools and 
businesses, and a derecho blowing through town.

We’re in the midst of change even now, but God has an answer for 
the fears and trepidation we may be feeling.  Psalm 91 includes these 
words:
1Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
    will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2This I declare about the LORD:
He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;
    he is my God, and I trust him.
4He will cover you with his feathers.
    He will shelter you with his wings.
    His faithful promises are your armor and protection.

Whatever changes come your way, whatever disruptions impact the 
course of your life, know that God is sheltering you, protecting you 
and he is your refuge, your place of safety whatever comes your way.  
You may feel that the changes you’re facing are too much, that you 
can’t manage what’s in front of you, but with God’s help, with his 
faithful promises to guide and protect you, you’ll be okay.  Trust in 
his love and his providence and with God’s help you’ll weather the 
storms of change.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

 

ZZiioo  JJoohhnnoo’’ss  
GGiifftt  CCeerrttiiffiiCCaattee  

ffuunndd  rraaiisseerr    

Providing affordable housing for seniors 
with low to moderate incomes. 

Thank you for helping us help 
seniors in our community 

To purchase certificates contact: 

Kay Stanford @ 
kestanford@yahoo.com or 319-
373-4371 

Kenneth Stanford @  
kdsforever@msn.com or 319-389-
0053 

____________________________
____________________________

Each year beginning in 2011 Marion Senior Living Community 
(MSLC) has held a lasagna dinner fundraiser at Faith Lutheran 
Church.  Due to pandemic, we have transitioned over to selling 

Zio Johno’s $5.00 gift certificates.  
These certificates can be used to buy almost any menu item, at 
any of the Zio Johno’s locations, at the date of your choosing 
and they never expire.  

Church Center App
Download the Church 
Center app and choose 
Marion Methodist as your 
church.  The app includes 
online worship bulletin, 
announcements, church 

calendar and more church information.

More information on our website 
MarionMethodist.org/Church-App 



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
August 15: Luka John Kofoed, son of Michelle 
and Jason Kofoed

DEATHS:
August 7:  Wilbur (Willie) Evarts, husband of 
Evelyn Evarts
August 13:  Dwight Wilbanks, son of Martha 
(Hugh) Ellingson

August Food Pantry Item - Peanut Butter

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

SAVE THOSE HY-VEE RECEIPTS
UMW is collecting 
Hy- Vee receipts 
to raise monies 
for the Linn-Mar 

and Marion school districts. Hy-Vee will 
donate a percentage of the total receipts 
to the schools, which will enable them to 
buy needed materials. Just place your Hy-
Vee receipts in the designated box on the 
mission shelves in the NW corner of The 
Center, and UMW will take care of the rest! 
Thank you for helping out the schools in this 
easy way.

Welcome to our New Members - August 15, 2021

Front Row:  Rick Homard, Cathy Homard, Bailey Wright, Lee 
Ann Dielschneider, Emily Fawcett, Megan Henderson, Sara 
Pershing
Back Row:  Pastor Mike Morgan, Steve Ransier, Matt White, 
Nathan Bean, Vic Dielschneider, Andy Cutler, Dillon Fawcett 
(holding baby Ezekiel), Ben Davis, Steve Pershing, Colton 
Valenta.

Our next New Member Class will be Sunday, October 17, 2021.

   
Revive!    
OUR HOPE   

OUR HEARTS

Saturday, August 28
2 - 4:30 PM

Center Point UMC
275 Green Street West, Center Point, IA

Gather with other United Methodists from East Central 
Iowa for a time of worship, opportunities to get to know 
each other, informatoin about the future of the UMC, and 
time for discussion. Light refreshments will be provided. 

Purchase tickets for SHE Women’s 
Conference presents Priscilla Shirer’s 

Going Beyond Simulcast at 
www.SHEwomensConference.org.

Tickets are $25 per person.



Sewing Day

We’re going to sew school bags on Thursday, 
August 26th, from 9:00-3:00. We’ll need people 
to cut out bags and handles, people to iron the 
handles, and sewers to finish, so if you’re willing 
and available, please email Jan Dickinson at 
jandickinson1@mchsi.com, or call 573-2350 and 
state what job you’re willing to do. Please bring 
scissors if you’re cutting, iron and board if you’re 
pressing, and machine if you’re sewing. Directions 
are provided, but lunch isn’t, so bring your own if 
you plan to stay the entire time.
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August 22, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

Worry 
Matthew 6:19-34 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What have you worried about most recently? 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus tells his listeners not to store up 
treasure on earth or love money, which 
adds more worry to our lives. Instead, 
we don’t need to worry about anything! 

Just as God clothes the flowers and 
provides food for the birds, he’ll give us 
everything we need. We don’t need to 
worry, because God takes care of us. 

 
Bible Point:  

God takes care of us. 

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries.  
Today’s trouble is enough for today” (Matthew 6:34). 

 

Through the Week 
• Set out a basket, or choose a place in your 

home where you can make a pile. 
• Fill the basket with reminders of things God 

provides for you. For example, you could 
put in an item of clothing, a can of food, a 
dollar bill, or anything else that reminds you 
of what God provides. 

• Whenever you pass by the basket or pile, 
remember all the ways God has taken care 
of your family, and give him your worries. 

 
Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 

 
We would LOVE to see how your family is 

engaging with our lessons each week! Please 
send pictures and videos to 

 
dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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August 29, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

Judging 
Matthew 7:1-6 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s something about yourself you feel like others have judged you for? 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus says that the way we judge 

others is the way we will be judged. He 
tells his listeners to focus on getting 

themselves right with God first, rather 
than pointing out the flaws in others 

while ignoring their own. While we can 
come alongside friends and help them, 

it’s not our job to judge others. 
 

Bible Point:  
God’s the judge…not us. 

“So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is enough 
for today” (Matthew 6:34). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Play a family game of I Spy. 
• To play, one family member will say, “I spy 

with my little eye, something…” and fill in 
the color of an item in the room. 

• Other family members will guess what the 
person spied. 

• After several rounds, change the game so 
you spy good things in each other. For 
example, you might say, “I spy with my little 
eye, a helpful boy named Shea.” 

• Thank God for always “spying” the good in 
us. 

• Pray for God’s help seeing others through 
his loving eyes instead of looking at others 
with judgment. 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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