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buried.” 

The main sticking point in redeveloping the social witness of the 
gospel has been the finite and categorical nature of the human 
mind. Wesley and King both wrote knowing human beings often 
would categorize things and act as if “this” and “that” could not 
coexist or function hand in hand to the betterment of humanity. 
There has long been the need for a redevelopment in the church 
professing a witness to the gospel, while pursuing justice and 
wholeness for people simultaneously as our Divine calling. 

Rebirth. Years ago, I said; “The Christian must believe that if 
Jesus is the Savior, he must be the Savior of the whole world or 
he is no Savior of all. If he is the Savior of the whole world, we 
are deployed on his behalf to make the world a better, healthier 
and happier place or we have fallen short of the faith in him that 
Jesus imagined for us.”  Our eyes, hearts and resources must be 
redeveloped to see clearly persons and systems in need and our 
commitment must be: because of Christ I will do all that I can in 
the life left in me to help them find health and peace.

The Methodists are the tradition that fought against slavery 
here and abroad, advocated full rights for women in church and 
society, tirelessly pursued child labor laws, built schools for the 
poor, drilled wells in underdeveloped regions and (literally) 
thousands of other social and societal improvements were born 
of faith in the gospel and brought to life by the social witness of 
the Methodists. Few of them were likely viewed positively at the 
time, each a very hard thing.

So, in one page, there you have it. We are called by Christ to do 
the hard thing, the uncomfortable thing, for the sake of Christ. 
That is why Mr. Wesley wrote: “Do all the good you can, by all 
the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 
can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long 
as ever you can.” Obviously, this will embody itself in persons 
advocating and working for a plethora of things as they are 
called and inspired to make the lives of people in this world 
better and happier because of our commitment to Christ and 
his call to do something about the ills that have emerged on the 
earth.

   Pastor Mike
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CONTACT US:

Social engagement is a critical component 
of the Christian witness.

That statement oddly enough has brought 
great division in Christian circles for 
years. Nevertheless, it has been one of 
the strengths of Marion Methodist and 
needs to be rehearsed often as to what 
and why we engage socially as part of 
our discipleship. Though, books have 

been written on this, allow the preacher to give a brief 1 page 
primer using my headings for the summer; Redefinition, 
Redevelopment, Rebirth.

Redefinition. The “new” Methodist Church in the 1940 Book 
of Discipline found its call to seek peace, pay fair wages, treat all 
folks equally and other calls to justice consistent with biblically 
based prophetic Wesleyan Christianity. Founder John Wesley 
stated it simply; “Do all the good you can, by all the means you 
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the 
times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you 
can.” 

From our outset, folks have gone back and forth on what, 
where, and who the church should get involved with in our 
social witness. Historically, factions within the church have 
disagreed deeply, i.e. we were a “new” church in 1940 because 
the Methodist Church South and North had healed their long 
standing division regarding slavery. To be clear, the church 
often has failed to live up to the standard our founder set, and 
such failures should drive us to our knees in repentance. The 
bottom line is this for Wesleyan Christians: any understanding 
of the gospel or Christian life in which the fruit of love for 
neighbor is not seen as primary is neither Wesleyan nor 
Christian.

Redevelopment. John Wesley believed God had raised up the 
people called Methodist, “to reform the nation and to spread 
scriptural holiness throughout the land.” Two centuries later, 
Martin Luther King wrote: “any religion that professes to be 
concerned about the souls of men (sic) and is not concerned 
about the social and economic conditions that scar the soul is 
a spiritually moribund religion only waiting for the day to be 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

SAVE THOSE HY VEE RECEIPTS
UMW is collecting Hy- 
Vee receipts to raise 
monies for the Linn-Mar 

and Marion school districts. Hy-Vee will donate 
a percentage of the total receipts to the schools, 
which will enable them to buy needed materials. 
Just place your Hy-Vee receipts in the designated 
box on the mission shelves in the NW corner of 
The Center, and UMW will take care of the rest! 
Thank you for helping out the schools in this easy 
way.

Pastoral Care – Homebound Communion
Some years ago, I was asked to visit and take communion to one of 
our homebound members.  She was quite elderly, not long for this 
world, and dementia had stolen most of her memories and ability to 
speak.  I sat with her, talking quietly for a bit and then started to pray 
with her.  As I began to close with The Lord’s Prayer I was astonished 
when her quiet voice chimed in and she prayed every word with me 
to the very end.  Though dementia had claimed her mind, it had not 
claimed her spirit or her connection with God.

There are many other instances in which lives have been touched 
or changed while the sacrament of 
communion was being given on someone’s 
couch, in a hospital room, wherever the 
homebound, ill or infirm are found.  Our 
Homebound Communion team has been 
sharing this precious sacrament with 
dozens of people in our church family over 

the 10 plus years of their ministry.  They’ve laughed and prayed and 
celebrated communion together, and have also had to say goodbye to 
some of their members who have passed on to eternal life.  

In Romans 12:6-8 it says: We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 
accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 
then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is 
giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to 
show mercy, do it cheerfully.

When the Holy Spirit dwells within us, we are given abilities and 
gifts that enable us to reach out to others in a variety of ways.  Those 
who serve on our Homebound Communion team share the love of 
Jesus, the presence of the church, as well as the blessed sacrament of 
communion once a month when they visit with their folks.

Presently about 20 members of our church family are being served 
by the Homebound Communion team and 
there are at least a dozen or more that could be 
added to our service list.  This ministry has been 
such a blessing both to those who serve as well 
as those who receive homebound communion.  
Relationships have grown as the teams not only 
serve communion, but celebrate birthdays and 
special occasions together, share sorrows and concerns, and be the 
church with and for each other.

If you love people, love your church and you’re looking for a way 
to use the gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit, please get in touch.  I’d 
love to share more about Homebound Communion with you, and 
keep the heartbeat of this vital ministry going strong as we reach out 
and serve others in Jesus’ name.  You don’t have to have any special 
experience or qualifications.  The Holy Spirit will give you all you 
need, along with the training we do to equip you for this ministry.  
All that’s truly needed is a love for God and his people.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

Visit 
www.MarionMethodist.org/VBS 

to register your child to 
participate, volunteer to lead 
during the week of VBS, or to 

access our Amazon Wishlist to 
make a donation.  



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
July 1:  Myrna Carter

BIRTHS:
June 17:  Ezekiel Alan Fawcett, son of Dillon 
and Emily Fawcett.  Grandparents are Jan and 
Ron Fawcett.

BAPTISMS:
June 20: Travis Jordan Granberg

June 20: Lori Lee Collins

July 4: Levi David Kneeland, son of Morgan 
and David Kneeland.

July Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Thank You
Thanks to everyone who sent me cards, dropped 
off meals, checked up on me, during my recent
knee surgery.  It was very much appreciated 
- more than you know.  So I wanted to 
acknowledge the many acts of kindness that 
were shown to me. What a wonderful church 
atmosphere, you have made me feel very 
welcomed and I’ve enjoyed making a great many 
friends.   

Thanks again,
Linda Talcott

Serve Derecho Response with UMCOR
There are still a large number of 
homes recovering from the Derecho 
storm in Linn County needing 
chainsaw work and repairs.  In 
partnership between United Way and 

local United Methodist Churches, Marion Methodist members have 
been invited to join a work blitz week from July 16th through the 21st. 
We need volunteers for chainsaw work and cleanup.

You are invited to participate either as a day worker or serve the whole 
time. You can come and go as it fits your schedule and we ask that you 
bring your own lunches.

All chainsaw cutters must be UMCOR certified. We will be training 
and certifying for chainsaw cutting on Friday night July 16th and 
Sunday night July 18th. You need only to attend one training to 
be certified. Training will be from 6:00 to 10:00 either night. All 
chainsaw cutters must provide their own personal chainsaws and be 
experienced operators. You may bring your own tools, but our disaster 
trailers are stocked with all the tools you should need as well.

All volunteers must fill out a registration form located on the 
Manchester UMC, umcmanchester.com. All registrations need to be 
turned in at the time of registration as you are checking into the blitz 
event on your first day. Please provide one original and one copy of 
each registration. If you are a day worker working more than one day, 
we only need the registration form turned in the first day you work. 
All day workers must be checked in by 8:00 AM. The workday on-site 
will be from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. There will be t-shirts for a one-time 
charge of $10.00 

Please contact scampbell@marionmethodist.org for more details



Is it time for Something New?
COVID-19 has brought 
with it many new terms 
– here is one being tossed 
about in church circles: 
“Volunteer Deficit.” It 
explains the reality that 
while most churches’ 
inperson attendance is 
growing towards 70% 
of their pre-COVID 
numbers, volunteerism 

is in the 40ish percent. While Marion Methodist is 
a fantastic church, we are seeing a bit of a volunteer 
deficit. Our choice has been to continue on, not panic, 
and make you aware.

Marion Methodist needs passionate God led volunteers 
in every ministry from serving snacks to teaching our 
precious ones of the Lord. So, your leadership team is 
following the words of the Lord who said; “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field.” (Matthew 9:37b-38) 

We also do not want to block your God given passion to 
serve the Lord through the church. So, if God is leading 
you to something new (or calling you back to a specific 
work) call 319.377.4856 and talk to Karen to make your 
plan clear or go here:
www.MarionMethodist.org/Service to indicate how you 
would like to get involved at Marion Methodist. 

Celebrations of Life
Come celebrate former Associate 
Pastor, Nick Longworth’s life at his 
Memorial Service on August 7th at 
1:00 PM at Marion Methodist Church. 

Celebration for Mark Tuttle 
on Saturday, July 24 at 2:00 
PM is being held at Hidden 
Acres Church Camp.  This 
will be a short celebration of 
Mark.  There will be cookies 
and fellowship after.  We will 
be meeting by the pond.  
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July 11, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

The Beatitudes 
Matthew 5:3-12 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus begins his most famous sermon, 

the Sermon on the Mount, with the 
Beatitudes. Jesus lists kinds of people 
who seem lowly or down and out and 
names the reward they are promised. 
Jesus flips everything upside down by 
demonstrating that those who seem to 

be struggling are actually blessed. 
 

Bible Point:  
God blesses those who struggle. 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about something that made you sad recently. 

“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Think of someone your family knows who’s 

struggling. It could be someone who’s sick, 
grieving, out of work, or having another kind 
of hard time. 

• Think of something your family can do to 
bring that person comfort. It might be 
serving in some way, baking a treat, 
sending a card, drawing pictures, writing a 
note, visiting, or any other ideas you have. 
Be God’s blessing for someone who is 
struggling! 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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July 18, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

Salt and Light 
Matthew 5:13-16 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus says to be the salt of the earth, 
bringing flavor to the world around us. 

He also says to be the light of the 
world and not to hide our lights. Our 

good deeds can be like lights that point 
out God’s glory and bring him praise. 

 
Bible Point:  

God shines his light through us. 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a food that would taste horrible without salt. 

“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Have everyone make a guess of how many 

lightbulbs are in your house.  
• Go around and count the lightbulbs and see 

who guessed closest. 
• Get out any five items from your pantry. 
• Without looking at the labels, try to arrange 

them in order of most to least sodium 
content (salt). 

• Then look at the labels and see how you 
did. 

• Grab another five items and play again! 
• Talk about how much you use salt and light 

without even realizing it! 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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