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said “not a seat” and quit passing an offering plate in church. In public 
we notice every cough and how close people stand to us in a checkout 
line. 

The borders of COVID are unknown. Within our congregation we 
have some that are struggling as a result of the vaccine, and we have 
some “long haulers” now that may have lifelong effects of COVID. 
Further, the borders of the mental health impact of COVID are 
unknown. Depression, anxiety, and the fear of being with others 
have grown exponentially in the last year and a half and the healing 
borders are unknown.

How can we not be humbled by something that is outside of human 
control? The humility that a Christian should live in is one where 
though we are not being given “answers” to the pandemic we can 
lean into the words of Paul “the Spirit helps us in our weakness.” 
Importantly, this scripture means that we do not shed or defeat the 
weakness, it means those of humble, faithful heart will be assisted 
through it all by the Lord. 

Secondly, COVID encourages our Christianity to be very practical. 
Throughout the pandemic we built new habits of helping neighbors 
in ways developed out of need and are now part of the spiritual and 
emotional health of our community. Loving a Lord who commands 
us to love our neighbors in these times we have found that nothing we 
do for another is unimportant. Let us not lose these practical habits.

On the other hand, one of our habits has diminished a bit. The ease 
of not getting fully dressed or managing kids or going outside to 
worship has challenged in person worship. Of course, it is “easier” 
to watch worship and gather the teaching during a workout, but 
Christianity is a “team sport.” No question we are better together and 
the Lord himself says, “where two or three are gathered I am there 
in your midst.” Yes, some of you need to continue to be away for a 
bit longer because of your health situation, and many of us need to 
rebuild our habit of worshipping with the Marion Methodist “team” 
on REC Dr.

Practically, God has given us direct access and if ever there were 
moments to engage in prayer, these are them. The Lord, while not 
taking directions from us hears us and “the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness”, so prayer is the most practical response the Christian has 
to the pandemic. Will you get an answer to the what and why of the 
pandemic? Not likely. Yet, the earnest prayer will be heard, and you 
may receive a peace that is beyond our understanding for the living of 
these days.

   Pastor Mike
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It was astonishing to watch the number of 
books written about the pandemic – while 
it is happening. Politicians wrote books, 
pundits wrote books, and some well-known 
Christian authors wrote books. Some wrote 
books about how wonderful they were in 
helping folks get through the pandemic. 
Others wrote finger pointing books aimed at 
their foes in the press or political arena which 
is understandable as each has the need to be 
“right” and sell books.

What toasted me a bit though were several books written 
by Christian authors who made contentions as to why God 
implemented COVID 19 as part of his plan. No two books agreed 
on the why and every one of them offered answers. During this, 
it was stunning to read something VERY DIFFERENT written by 
N.T. Wright (an Anglican Bishop and New Testament Scholar) 
in Outreach magazine. He was asked to write a book but instead 
wrote an article entitled: “Christianity Offers No Answers About the 
Coronavirus. It’s Not Supposed To.” 

How refreshing! An expert in the Scriptures and Christian 
leadership who spoke frankly to Christ followers craving an easy 
answer to a most devastating disease and time, stating we are not to 
be given one. This is a time Christians need to search faith deeply 
and then act upon it – without easy answers. 

The coronavirus is not over, and easy answers are not present no 
matter how loudly we demand them. So I offer a brief reflection. 
Two brief pieces in Romans 8, “creation groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth up to the present time” and “the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness”, give some tangibility to a process of faith growth I pray 
will be useful right now.

When Paul writes “creation groaning as in the pains of childbirth”, I 
see moments where great humility are required. Few mothers have 
been able to “make that baby come” when they wanted it to, which 
is usually about 20 weeks in, and even fewer have been able to erase 
the significant physical distress that comes with human childbirth. 
These things are outside of the mother’s control and yet, the 
Christian mother sees God in and beyond all the physical distress 
that comes when a little boy or girl emerges.

That is to say that this is a time where Christians must plumb the 
depths of humility. Certainly, we are all conscious of our inability 
to solve or explain COVID. Our routines and habits have been 
changed, communion comes prepacked, we dealt with signs that 



Stewardship
Alternative ways to give during this time
1. Mail offering to:

Marion Methodist Church
1298 7th Avenue
Marion, IA 52302

2. Give online at www.MarionMethodist.org/give
3. Text offering to 319-313-5359

Include $ Amount and ministry code

Text to give Ministry Codes:
Operating Budget   Text GEN
Generous Campaign  Text GENEROUS

TV Broadcast
Marion Methodist worship services are typically rebroadcast 
on Mediacom or ImOn Channel 4 at 7:00 PM on Monday 
evenings. There is a multiweek delay between when a sermon 
is preached and when it airs on TV.

SAVE THOSE HY-VEE RECEIPTS
UMW is collecting Hy- 
Vee receipts to raise 
monies for the Linn-Mar 

and Marion school districts. Hy-Vee will donate 
a percentage of the total receipts to the schools, 
which will enable them to buy needed materials. 
Just place your Hy-Vee receipts in the designated 
box on the mission shelves in the NW corner of 
The Center, and UMW will take care of the rest! 
Thank you for helping out the schools in this easy 
way.

Visit 
www.MarionMethodist.org/VBS 

to register your child to 
participate, volunteer to lead 
during the week of VBS, or to 

access our Amazon Wishlist to 
make a donation.  

Pastoral Care Corner – Our Faith Journeys
Everyone is on the road this summer!  Much of the country seems 
to be making up for so much lost time, doing all the things we were 
unable to do last summer.  Despite higher gas prices, many are 
camping, going to national parks, visiting relatives they haven’t seen in 
a while and just on the go.

As our kids were growing up, we’d always head west, usually in August, 
to see my husband’s parents in Denver, Colorado.  When they were 
little, we’d travel at night so we could put the kids in their PJs and 
they’d sleep the bulk of the distance to Denver.  We’d have breakfast in 
Ogallala, Nebraska and generally get to Denver around lunchtime.  It 
was great for the kids because they wouldn’t get so restless on the long 
trip, but Ralph and I were usually exhausted. 

When the kids got older, we’d start out very early in the morning and 
make the trip in a day, loading up the car with snacks and things to 
do.  One year we even bought them each a Game Boy 
handheld video game.  Remember those?  They were 
great – and the only squabbles we had on the trip was 
when someone was playing Donkey Kong too long and 
the other two wanted their turn.

Even though it would have been nice to go someplace 
different in the summer, with better accommodations 
for the 5 of us than his parents’ apartment, we knew we’d get to spend 
some time in the mountains, and find some new things to do along 
with the usuals that we looked forward to every year.  We also had 
fun as a family traveling together and enjoyed that shared experience, 
good and bad, that the kids still talk about as being some of their 
favorite memories.

Our faith journey is like that too, there’s good and bad along the way, 
high and low moments, but in our walk with God, it’s precious to us 
because of who we’re traveling with.  If your journey has been a long 
one, you have a lot to share about your walk with God and how he’s 
guided you along the way.  If your journey is just beginning, those 
special times when God walks with you through a crisis or by your 
side in the best moments of your life are just ahead.

There’s a great gospel hymn, “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”, that goes 
like this:
I am weak but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Your faith journey, your walk with God, is a great adventure, one that 
can’t begin to compare to the most fabulous vacation or trip you could 
ever imagine.  Daily walking with Jesus brings joy, peace, strength and 
the knowledge that you have the best traveling companion there could 
ever be.  If it hasn’t already, I pray your journey will begin today.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



Joys and Concerns
BAPTISMS:
July 11: Perry Mae Marian Campbell, daughter 
of Laura and Simon Campbell

DEATHS:
July 13: Catherine Larson

July Food Pantry Item - Macaroni and Cheese

Prayer Requests
1. To submit a prayer concern, request or 

praise, please use the Prayer button at the 
end of the weekly email or on the church 
website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2. To be on the email prayer chain to 
pray for others, email Vicki Standley, 
Director of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Thank You
Thank you to the UMM! They cleared debris 
from my mom’s yard this month, which she 
could not have done on her own. A special 
thanks to Curt Liscum, Chuck Alexander, 
Tom Padley, Walker Kelly, Ralph Standley, 
and Mike Bullard. Thanks so much!

Dani Showalter

Do you have too many Bibles? What can you 
do with them?

Since it seems disrespectful to throw them away, Marion Methodist 
Church is offering options for you to consider. All Bibles (no matter 
what age or shape they are in) may be placed in the Mission Depot 
in The Center of the church at 5050 REC Dr.  They will be evaluated 
as to whether they are re-usable and if so will be passed on to local 
Missions who have needs for such donations.  The Bibles with missing 
pages, tattered pages/covers or extremely worn will be “cremated” 
after a liturgically based ceremony on August 15 at 9:20 am on the 
grounds at the church.  Please gather up Bibles from your homes 
that are no longer used or needed and bring them to church before 
August 10.  Bibles are The Word in reproduced print, but not original 
documents of God. Disposing of them can be done respectfully, 
however.

Are You Ready to Become a Member of 
Marion Methodist?

Our next New Member Class will be Sunday afternoon, August 15. 
We invite you to join us for lunch at 11:30am in Room W10, followed 
by a fun-filled and informative class. We end the afternoon with 
our Membership Service at 2:45 pm. Please register for the class by 
Monday, August 9.

Contact Karen Schmitz at kschmitz@marionmethodist.org or (319) 
377-4856. Childcare is available upon request.



Backpack to School
Marion Cares had over 450 local students in need 
register for our Backpack to School Project this year.
You can sign up at MarionMethodist.org/Backpack 
to provide a backpack and supplies for Linn-Mar and 
Marion students in need of assistance.
If you are interested in helping at our Backpack to 
School event on August 10th, volunteer sign-up is at 
MarionMethodist.org/Backpack.

Thank you for continuing to support the families in our 
community!

Meet FLY Intern Rachel Blue
Hello! My name is Rachel Blue and 
I am one of the two interns for the 
summer of 2021. I just finished my 
sophomore year at the University 
of Northern Iowa where I am a 
psychology major with a minor 
in social work and mental health. 
When I first heard about the FLY 
internship, I automatically felt 
compelled to apply for the position. 
I strongly believe in this program 
and the good that it is doing for 
kids’ lives. I used to be one of those 

kids that never knew if there was going to be a meal on 
the dinner table. Now that I have received an abundance 
of blessings and am on the other side of this, I want to 
help. I am super excited to see the smiles on kids’ faces 
this summer and to know that there are an abundance of 
children that won’t have to go hungry that day. I am looking 
forward to having a great summer and connecting with 
people that I will be working side by side with!
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July 25, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

Anger 
Matthew 5:21-26 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus says that the command not to 

murder goes beyond simply not killing; 
harboring anger and speaking in anger 

means we’re subject to judgment. 
Instead, we should settle matters with 

people quickly. 
 

Bible Point:  
God helps us  

calm our anger. 

Talk About This… 
• Tell about a time you felt angry but reacted in a calm way. 

“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16). 

 

Family Together Time 
• Do a fun family science experiment to see 

how anger can be explosive. 
• If you can, head outside and drop a couple 

of Mentos mints into a 2-liter bottle of diet 
Coke. It will erupt like a geyser! 

• For an alternative with easier supplies, mix 
up equal parts vinegar and baking soda in a 
small, narrow glass or vase. 

• After the eruption, talk about things that 
make you feel like you’re going to explode. 

• Avoid this becoming a blame game (“I want 
to explode when you take my iPad without 
asking”), and ask everyone to take 
responsibility for their reactions rather than 
blaming the trigger for the anger. 

• Talk about ways to better handle your anger 
when you feel like you want to explode. 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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August 1, 2021 
Sermon on the Mount:   

Vows 
Matthew 5:33-37 

 
  
 
 
 
 

Talk About This… 
• What’s one thing you’d never want to promise to do? 

Here’s what happens… 
Jesus takes the complexity out of 

making vows or promises. Often we 
add qualifiers to our promises, such as 
“I swear by heaven!” or “I really mean 
it.” But Jesus makes promises much 

simpler: If you always do what you say, 
then yes or no is all you need to say. 

 
Bible Point:  

God wants us to do what we say. 

“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:16). 

 

Through the Week 
• As a family, come up with an affirmation 

you can give when other family members 
do what they said they would do. It could be 
a high-five, a fist bump, or anything else 
you think would be fun. 

• Keep an eye out all week long! Whenever 
someone catches others family members 
following through on what they said they’d 
do, they can do the affirmation gesture 
together. 

• Challenge kids to watch parents, too. It’ll be 
nice to get credit for all your efforts! 

 

Marion Methodist Pathfinders!! 
 

We would LOVE to see how your family is 
engaging with our lessons each week! Please 

send pictures and videos to 
 

dshowalter@marionmethodist.org 

 

mailto:dshowalter@marionmethodist.org
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