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familiar words, we are invited to examine where we may 
be relying on ourselves instead of God, holding on to 
resentment instead of offering forgiveness, or placing our 
own priorities ahead of God’s kingdom. Lent calls us back 
to prayer that shapes not only what we say, but how we 
live.

The Lord’s Prayer uses words like our and us because faith 
is not meant to be lived alone. It reminds us that we belong 
to one another and are called to love, forgive, share, and 
care for one another as we walk together in faith.

The Lord’s Prayer is short, but it is powerful. When we 
truly pray it, it moves from our lips into our lives. Jesus 
didn’t just teach us how to say this prayer—he taught us 
how to live it.

In March, our children will be learning about the Lord’s 
Prayer during Pathfinders. Preschool through fourth-
grade students will explore why prayer matters in their 
relationship with God. Together, they will learn how Jesus 
taught his disciples to pray and how prayer helps us talk 
with God, listen for his guidance, and grow closer to him.

As we pray the Lord’s Prayer throughout this Lenten 
season, we are invited to live it out each day—trusting 
God for what we need, forgiving as we have been forgiven, 
seeking God’s will in our choices, and sharing Christ’s love 
wherever we go. When these familiar words shape our 
daily lives, they become more than a prayer we recite—
they become a way of life that points others to the hope of 
God’s kingdom.
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Many of us learned the Lord’s Prayer by 
heart at a young age. We can recite the 
words easily—but Jesus never meant 
for it to stop there. The Lord’s Prayer is 
not just something to memorize; it is 
something to live (Matthew 6:9–13).
 
When 

Jesus taught his 
disciples to pray, he gave 
them more than a set of 
words. He gave them a 
way of life. Calling God 
“Father” invites us into 
a relationship of trust 
and dependence. Asking 
for daily bread reminds 
us that everything we 
need comes from God 
and that we are called 
to care for others who 
are in need. Praying for 
forgiveness—and offering it to others—shapes how we 
live and love each day.

The prayer also turns our hearts toward worship. When 
we pray, “Hallowed be your name,” we are choosing to 
live for God’s glory rather than our own. And when we 
pray, “Your kingdom come,” we are asking God to work 
in our world and in our lives—and opening ourselves to 
be part of what he is doing.

During the season of Lent, the Lord’s Prayer takes on 
special meaning. Lent invites us to slow down, reflect, 
and realign our lives with God’s will. As we pray these 



Joys and Concerns
BIRTHS:
February 7:  Grayson Beck Moody, son of Sam and Alicia 
Moody.  Grandparents are Tim and Ronda Moody.

DEATHS:
February 14:  Connie Zamastil, sister of Carolyn (Larry) 
Munson.

March Food Pantry Focus - Peanut Butter

Prayer Requests
1.	 To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, please use 

the Prayer button at the end of the weekly email or on 
the church website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2.	 To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, email 
Vicki Standley, Minister of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Pastoral Care Message – Differences
As long as there have been refrigerators, people have loved to 

cover the doors with colorful magnets, their kids’ 
drawings, reminders of appointments, and photos 
of their children and grandchildren.  For years 
now, ours has been adorned with our grandkids’ 
pictures at various ages, or from the many 
activities they’ve been involved in from time to 
time.  We love having all those colorful reminders 

of vacations and special events where we can see them often, 
and show our love for family in this way.  But consider this 
quote:  “If God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it.”  
(Max Lucado)  
We are God’s special creation, the only creature with the very 
breath of God filling our lungs, and we’re created in the image 
of the Creator.  He made us out of pure love and his love 
shines through us every day of our lives.  But he also made us 
to be entirely unique from one another, no matter how closely 
related we may be. 
Our daughters are fraternal twins, born with 
dark hair and brown eyes, and very similar 
physical features.  As babies, there was a 
slight difference in their size, and a couple of 
distinct differences in their appearance.  As 
they got older, it was more challenging to tell them apart, and 
most people wouldn’t believe they weren’t identical.
Even with their similar appearance, there were still a few 
things that gave away which girl was which, but to this day 
I get tripped up looking at old pictures, or even sometimes 
when I hear their voices.  In their teen years they purposely 
had their own clothing styles and hair and makeup choices, 
but even now, living hours apart, they will often buy the same 
article of clothing or some random item within days of each 
other.  And oftentimes if I’m on the phone with one, the other 
will call or text at the same time.
One of my favorite scripture passages comes from Psalm 
139:  “For you created my inmost being;  you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,  I know that full 
well.”  (vs 13-14 )
We’ve each been uniquely created by the Master, with our 
own set of strengths, flaws, quirks and gifts.  We’re not exact 
copies of anyone else, and are known and loved by God merely 
because we’re his precious child.  We all have a particular 
purpose for this time and place in which we’re living, and, 
with God’s help, it’s up to us to find the ways that we can use 
what he’s given us to share his love with others.  What works 
for me may not work for you, and I know full well that many 
of you are very gifted in being welcoming, loving and kind to 
everyone you encounter.
I pray you’ll allow God to use you to help make our church 
a place where people want to belong and share themselves 
with us as we build God’s kingdom in our homes and 
neighborhoods.
God’s blessings to you,
Vicki



X, Y, Zers Upcoming Speakers:
April 6 ~ Rich Smith, Prison Ministry

May 14 ~ Sara Pershing, Mercy Hospital Patient Visitor

June 11 ~ Tom Ultich, Linn County Emergency Mngmt

Welcome New Members- February 22, 2026
 

Front Row (L-R): Leia Nelson, Robert Lee, Heather Lee, Linda 
Morrison, Caitlin Caris, Donna Steiner, Roberta Caris, Brittany 
Martin, Kristin Biedermann
Back Row (L-R): Jamie Ross, Brian Ross, Julie Kohlmann, Alex 
Kohlmann, Conrad Kohlmann, Todd Sheehy, Kayla Sheehy, Tina 
Southard, Ryan Potter, Drew Martin, Hyeun (James) Yoon, Jamie 
Biedermann, Diane Espenes, Mike Espenes



SUNDAYS
8:15 AM – All-Together Sunday School

9:15 AM – Fellowship Time
•	 Nursery & Preschoolers (Infants through 

4-Year-Olds)
•	 Elementary Kids (PreK - 4th Grade) 

10:15 AM – Pathfinders Bible  
•	 Nursery (Infants–2-Year-Olds)
•	 Preschool (3- & 4-Year-Olds) 
•	 Elementary (Pre-K–4th Grade) 

WEDNESDAYS 6:30 PM 
Pathfinders Club

The Lord’s Prayer
In March, Pathfinders will be learning about 
The Lord’s Prayer and the importance of prayer 
in our relationship with God. Together, we will 
explore how Jesus taught His disciples to pray and 
how prayer helps us talk with God, listen for His 
guidance, and grow closer to Him. Through Bible 
stories, discussion, and hands-on activities, our 
kids will learn that prayer is not just words we say, 
but a meaningful way to build a daily relationship 
with God.

Upcoming Lesson Themes/Scriptures

March 8/11
PRAISE 

Psalm 100

March 15
GOD’S WILL 

Jesus seeks God’s will: Matthew 26:36-46

Wednesday, March 18 
No Wednesday Night during Spring Break

March 22
ASKING 

Looking to God for Help: Psalm 121

March 25
FORGIVENESS 

David’s Prayer: Psalm 51

*Kids will practice on Sundays and Wednesdays to 
prepare for singing on March 29. 

Their song is “Follow Jesus” inspired by the New 
Testament Scripture Matthew 4:19-20. “As Jesus passed 
by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 

casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said 
to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Then they left their nets and followed him.”
Use the video below to practice: 
https://youtu.be/28TR-DBS_

FM?si=lSf_-oJKEyvmQIDI

Sunday, March 29 
Palm Sunday Branches & Special Music

10:00 AM Kids practice in Room 100
Pathfinder Kids (Toddler- 4th Grade) will be 

waving palm branches and singing during the 10:15 
Worship Service on Palm Sunday.


