Marion
Methodist

January 30, 2026

GROWING N GHRIST
10 SERVE TH: WORLD

THE BLUEPRINT

¥ In my first message of Advent, I shared

my Christmas wish list. At the top was

an NBA Jam arcade game—a nostalgic

| reminder of my college years, when my
roommate and I played it whenever we
could. My wife picked up on my subtle

hint, and sure enough, the box arrived

on Christmas Eve.

After returning from our Christmas time in Tennessee,
I finally had time to put it together. The instruction
manual was nearly 30 pages long, and it took me several
hours over two days to assemble it. I probably could
have rushed through it, but I was determined to do it
right. I've learned that lesson the hard way—assembling
toys too quickly in the past, only to discover pieces were
backwards or upside down. Sometimes I could fix it.
Other times, I just had to live with it.

So this time, I slowed down. I read the instructions
carefully and checked them twice. And now? The game
works just the way it should, and I've been enjoying it
several days a week.

I share this because it points us toward our upcoming
3-week series on relationships, beginning February

1: “The Blueprint: God’s Design for Relationships.”
Relationships can be complicated. Honestly, we could
spend 30 weeks talking about them and still have more
to learn. Instead, we'll take three focused Sundays to pay
attention to a few essential pieces that can strengthen all
of our relationships.

Scripture reminds us, “Unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1). God designed us
for relationship. He created us to journey through life with
one another. And because relationships are part of His
design, God also gives us instruction—wisdom for how to
build them well. While none of us has perfectly assembled
relationships, we all have room to grow, and we’ll work on
that together.

This series is for everyone—marriages, friendships, sibling
relationships, and every connection in between. My hope
is that it will be a time to reflect, slow down, and give

our relationships the care and attention they deserve.
When something matters, we don't rush it—we follow the
blueprint.

Join us for The Blueprint and discover how God wants to
build healthy, whole relationships in your life.

In CHRIST,
Pastor James
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Pastoral Care Message — Gifts
[ dearly love my family and look forward to every chance we
have to be together, whether it’s for a holiday or just being
able to spend a few hours enjoying each other’s company.
Not long after all the holiday commotion has died down, we
have several birthdays that quickly crop up, producing even
more opportunities for getting together, as
well as more gifts. In the space of two weeks,
| we celebrate a total of 6 birthdays — one’s on
d February 1* and 3 others are on February 5.

After the intensity of Christmas shopping, checking my
Christmas list twice or five times, these birthdays truly creep
up on me and I'm right back to making lists again. Thank

Join Weekly Email List
Every week on Tuesday, Marion Methodist
sends out an email update to let you know what
is happening at our church in the next seven
days. Send an email with your name and email
to info@MarionMethodist.org and put “Add to
Weekly Email” in the subject line to be added to
the email list.

PERSONAL DIGNITY KITS

It’s that time again - time to bring in personal dignity
kits to be given to people facing disasters. These kits will
be taken to Midwest Mission who will distribute them
to areas in need. Please bring items in a gallon bag and
place them in the Mission Depot in the NW corner of
The Center by the end of February.

Personal Dignity Kit
o 1 hand towel (not kitchen towel)
o 1 washcloth (not dish cloth)
« 1 toothbrush (no multipacks)
o 1barsoap (3-4 0z)
o 1shampoo (12-19 oz)
» 1 deodorant (2-3 oz, stick, roll on, or pump)
e 1lotion (8-10 0z)

goodness for online ordering, which makes shopping a little
easier, but when I realize how quickly these birthdays pop up, I
usually scramble to get things figured out.

Don't get me wrong, I love to do things and give gifts to my

| [family whenever I can. There’s nothing better than a squeal

of delight from Penny Jo or Quinn, or have one of the older
grandkids say it was exactly what they wanted! So if I feel that
way about my kids and grandkids, can you imagine how God
must feel about the gifts he shares with us every moment of
every day?

'We may not always recognize or acknowledge the many gifts
that God showers us with every day. Big things are pretty hard
to miss, but do we remember to thank
God for the smaller unexpected gifts?

My kitchen window faces east and there
have been so many mornings I've looked
out, half awake, and witnessed a stunning
sunrise painted by God across the sky. It
meant so much to spend a quiet moment
of adoration for God’s handiwork. I also
remember clearly one weekend we were
in Spencer and someone just happened
to look outside and see the northern
lights dancing in the night sky. Those
unplanned, unexpected moments of
seeing God’s handiwork are breathtaking!

We also experience God’s gift of healing in many ways, when
recovering from an injury or surgery, or the gift of the perfect

Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:

January 20: Karen Alderson

February Food Pantry Focus - Canned Vegetables

Monthly
Food
Drive

FEBRUARY COLLECTION ITEM
CANNED VEGETABLES
Bring collection item to the W
Mission Depot in The Center PR
FOOD
PANTRY

home or job that we've been seeking. Our relationships and
connections with others are a gift beyond measure as God
brings us together with those in our lives. And anyone who
has grieved, or experienced times in which they felt completely
alone surely know the warmth and peace of God’s presence
when they cry out to him in their hurt and pain.

The greatest gift of all, the one we cannot earn or deserve, is
the gift of Jesus Christ, God’s son, who sacrificed himself on
the cross so that we might have life eternal through God the
Father. This most perfect gift is one that cannot be bought, but
is the redemption plan of God, who loves us and wants only
the best for each and every one of us, to which we say,

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,

and I will glorify your name forever.

For great is your steadfast love toward me; Psalm 86:12-13a

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki




~SOUPERBOWL-,

Soup Luncheon
benefiting Troop 35
Sunday, February 8
10:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Marion Methodist Church

Hnancial Review for 2025
For 2025, we brought in $18,000 more than our
expenses, so this means we ended the year in
a really good financial situation. In addition,
$466,000 was given toward our Building Loan
this year. Because of your generosity, only $76,000
remains before we are completely debt free.

Methodist. Your generosity is helping people grow
in Christ and empowering us to serve the world.

Looking ahead, our planned budget for 2026 is

$1,261,000, a 4.6% increase from last year. This

budget positions us to continue welcoming and
connecting with new people while teaching and
sharing the love of Jesus.
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Member Class =
Sunday, February 22

11:30-1:30 PM
Lunch & Childcare Provided

If you are ready to take the next steps and
become a member of Marion Methodist, please
sign up on the Church App. Visit one of the
Welcome Centers if you have any questions.

You Ane Trwited
.I. X, Y, Zers

(eXtra Years with Zest)
55+ Years

Thursday, February 12 at 5:30PM

Marion
M eth Od i st Rachael Kumoto, Director of Community

Engagement at Marion Cares
5050 REC Drive

Marion, 1A 52302 Serving: Breakfast Buffet

MarionMethodist.org/Events
Please RSVP by Sunday, February 8 to reserve your

meal. Register ($15) on the Church App.

X, Y, Zers Upcoming Speakers:
March 12 ~ Mark Concett, Sleep in Heavenly Peace
April 6 ~ Rich Smith, Prison Ministry

May 14 ~ Sara Pershing, Mercy Hospital Patient Visitor



Check-In Procedures
Our Discipleship area is shared
by both children’s and adult
ministries. To help keep everyone
safe and organized, we use a
check-in process for all who enter
this space.

Church Center App

o
| 2 Google Play

2 Downioad on the.
' App Store

First-time guests to the
Discipleship area will be greeted
by a check-in volunteer, who
will help register individuals or
families and show them how to download and use the
Church Center App. After the initial registration, future
check-ins will be quick and easy.

How to Check In Using the Church Center App

o Check in all members of your household.

o Select the activities each person will attend
(Children’s Discipleship, Adult Discipleship,
Chancel Choir, or Safety Team).

o Choose the service or class times you'll be
attending.

o Scan the QR code generated by the Church Center

App.

Nametags will print for all children and adults
participating in activities in the Discipleship area. For
children, a matching parent/guardian tag will also be
printed. This tag is required for adults accompanying
children at drop-oft and pick-up.

Once checked in and wearing nametags, families

may enter through the East Discipleship entrance.
All children must be accompanied by an adult with a
parent/guardian tag when entering or exiting the area.

Children will be checked out by their classroom teacher
using iPads. The person picking up a child must present
the printed pick-up tag or the barcode in the Church
Center App. Adults do not need to check out when
leaving.

To support safety and smooth traffic flow, all entries into
the Discipleship area will be through the East entrance,
and all exits will be through the West doorway.

Thank you for helping us keep our children safe and
for supporting our ministries by following these
procedures.
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Nursery & Preschoolers (Infants through
4-Year-0lds)
Elementary Kids (PreK - 4th Grade)

Nursery (Infants—2-Year-0lds)
Preschool (3- & 4-Year-0lds)
Elementary (Pre-K-4th Grade)

During Pathfinders, our students are currently
learning about the Fruits of the Spirit and how
they apply to our everyday lives. Galatians 5:22-
23 reminds us: “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind
of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against these things!”

Each week, a Bible story will guide our kids

as they explore one of these fruits and what it
looks like to live them out. We encourage you

to continue the conversation at home by talking
through these stories together as a family and
looking for ways to practice the Fruits of the Spirit
in daily life.

KINDNESS (Abraham shows Hospitality)
Genesis 18:1-15

GOODNESS (The Parable of the Good)
Samaritan: Luke 10:30-37

FAITHFULNESS (David and Jonathan’s
Friendship)
I Samuel 20

GENTLENESS (Jesus and the Sinful Woman)
John 8:1-11

SELF-CONTROL (Jesus on the Cross)
Matthew 26:47-56; 27:32-44)



