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That work continued in January 2025, when 80 church members 
and staff gathered for a day of reflection and visioning. Out of 
that time, three clear 
priorities emerged, 
forming our Illuminate 
Plan: 

•	 Share the Light 
•	 Ignite the Light 
•	 Be the Light 

Each is both an invitation and a calling—a way of living out 
our faith with intention, courage, and joy. They are rooted in 
the biblical image of light. From Genesis, “Let there be light,” 
to Jesus calling us the light of the world, light symbolizes God’s 
presence, guidance, and hope. 

In May 2025, we launched the Illuminate Plan, which continues 
to guide us as we walk in God’s light together, shining Christ’s 
light into our community. Our plans matter, but God’s presence 
matters more. When we commit our work, relationships, and 
hopes to God, He promises to establish what truly lasts. 

As we move forward this year, may we continue to listen—
attentively to God and lovingly to one another. May our 
conversations and actions be shaped by faith, humility, and 
trust. And may God guide our steps as we walk in His light 
together, serving faithfully and reflecting Christ’s love in all we 
do.

		  Pastor Helen

Walking in God’s Light Together
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Pastor James invited us to join him in 
reading the Bible using a plan with Nicky 
Gumbel. On the first day, Nicky shared 
a story about a gym that brings in extra 
equipment on January 1. By January 7, it 
was gone—most people had already given 
up on their New Year’s resolutions. 

It reminded me how easy it is to “commit” 
but not follow through. As believers in Christ, and as a 
church, we want to be committed—not just for a few days or 
weeks, but faithfully and wholeheartedly. 

Proverbs 16:3 
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and He will establish 
your plans.” 

A new year invites us to pause and look ahead. At Marion 
Methodist, we step into this season with hopes, ideas, and 
responsibilities. We wonder what God might be calling us to 
next. Scripture reminds us that before we plan for the Lord, 
we are first invited to commit to the Lord. 

To commit means more than making plans. It means placing 
our lives, our ministries, and our church fully into God’s 
hands—not only where we feel confident, but also where we 
feel uncertain or stretched. True vision begins with surrender 
and trust. 

In fall 2024, over 300 people from Marion Methodist 
participated in a congregational survey, sharing how they 
see God at work in our church. We listened carefully. With 
the help of a consultant and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
our leadership—and many of you—entered a season of 
discernment, asking together: Where is God leading us next? 



Joys and Concerns
DEATHS:
December 31:  Marilyn VandeMoortel, mother of Jan (Ron) 
Fawcett and grandmother of Jamey (Anthony) Ribble, Stacey 
(Ian) Anderson, Seth Fawcett and Dillon (Emily) Fawcett.
January 2:  Larry Allen, husband of Carol Allen
January Food Pantry Focus - Canned Fruit

Commit to Praying for our Church 
Leadership (listed on page 4)   

We warmly welcome our new Marion Methodist Church 
leaders who are serving on Church Council and Committees, 
and we extend our sincere thanks to all who serve in 
leadership. Your commitment and faithfulness help guide and 
strengthen our church, and we are deeply grateful. 
Please keep our Church Leadership in prayer as they gather 
for their Leadership Meeting on Monday, January 26, at 6:30 
PM, asking that God will lead, guide, and direct our time 
together. 

Thank You
I want to personally thank you for the generosity that 
you shared with the Marion Food Pantry for 2025. As a 
congregation, you donated over 6600 pounds of food over the 
course of the year, through the souper bowl offerings, the bell 
choir concerts, the two holiday giving events, the cookie plates 
and financial donations from the Christmas Eve Friendship 
fund. You have truly been a blessing to so many families each 
and every week, giving back to the community and showing 
compassion for those who are in need. I am so grateful and 
proud to represent our church on the Marion Food Pantry 
board.   
Sara Pershing

Pastoral Care Message – Prisms
Prisms are fascinating; even the smallest prism can break 

sunlight into a beautiful rainbow of 
colors, lighting up a room in unique 
and colorful ways.  My mom was 
very fond of prisms and had several 
hanging in south-facing windows for 
many years.  At certain times of the 

day, there would be brilliant rainbows on the walls, floor and 
ceiling, adding so much sparkling beauty to the room.  When 
Josh was little, he was fascinated with the rainbows produced 
by the prisms and whenever he was in that particular room, 
he’d start scanning the walls and floor, pointing at all the 
rainbows he could find.

I adopted Mom’s love of prisms and have 
had one in our living room window for 
a long time now too.  Over the years my 
grandkids have been fascinated with it 
too, but they’ve honestly been more apt to 
take the prism off its hook on the window 
and put it on like a pendant, like any other plaything.

The colorful rainbows that appear through the prism are such 
a great reminder of the way that God’s love is reflected and 
shines in us.  The multi-faceted colors that come from a prism 
on a bright sunny day, are like the many ways God’s Word hits 
our hearts and splinters off into all the ways in which he leads 
us to serve, love, pray and care for his people.

In our relationship with God, the Holy Spirit guides our lives, 
filling  our hearts with God’s light, prompting us to reach 
out to our neighbors, go on mission trips and help those in 
other cities or countries, or to serve others in our church or 
community.  God uses our gifts and talents to reach out to 
others in his name, spreading his light both near and far.  

Even the simplest of acts are guided by the loving light of 
Christ, like  taking a plate of cookies to an elderly friend, or 
helping someone with yardwork they can no longer tackle 
on their own.  For the person who’s receiving the attention or 
help, God’s love, care and attention is shining through those 
simple acts with a brilliance just like the prisms that glow in a 
sunny window.

There’s a simple Sunday school song that we’ve all heard and 
sung – “This little light of mine, I’m gonna 
let it shine”.  When that little light shines in 
our hearts, our love for Jesus and his love 
through us will make the world a brighter 
and more colorful place if we let God work 
through us.  Our actions, our words, and our 

thoughts, when they come from the light of Jesus will make 
the world a little brighter and full of the color of his love.

God’s blessings to you,
Vicki

PERSONAL DIGNITY KITS
It’s that time again - time to bring in personal dignity kits to 
be given to people facing disasters.  These kits will be taken to 
Midwest Mission who will distribute them to areas in need. 
Please bring in items in a gallon bag and place them in the 
Mission Depot in the NW corner of The Center by the end of 
February.

Personal Dignity Kit
•	 1 hand towel (not kitchen towel)
•	 1 washcloth (not dish cloth)
•	 1 toothbrush (no multipacks)
•	 1 bar soap (3-4 oz)
•	 1 shampoo (12-19 oz)
•	 1 deodorant (2-3 oz, stick, roll on, or pump)
•	 1 lotion (8-10 oz)



SUNDAYS
8:15 AM – All-Together Sunday School

9:15 AM – Fellowship Time
•	 Nursery & Preschoolers (Infants 

through 4-Year-Olds)
•	 Elementary Kids (PreK - 4th Grade) 

10:15 AM – Pathfinders Bible  
•	 Nursery (Infants–2-Year-Olds)
•	 Preschool (3- & 4-Year-Olds) 
•	 Elementary (Pre-K–4th Grade) 

WEDNESDAYS 6:30 PM 
Pathfinders Club

New Series for 2026- EPIC Teachings 
from the Bible

In January and February, Pathfinders will 
be learning about the Fruits of the Spirit 
and how they apply to our everyday lives. 
Galatians 5:22–23 reminds us: “But the Holy 
Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is 
no law against these things!”

Each week, a Bible story will guide our kids 
as they explore one of these fruits and what 
it looks like to live them out. We encourage 
you to continue the conversation at home by 
talking through these stories together as a 
family and looking for ways to practice the 
Fruits of the Spirit in daily life.

Upcoming Lesson Themes/Scriptures

Jan 18/21
PEACE (Isaac and the Wells)

Genesis 26:12-33

Jan 25/28 
PATIENCE (Jacob waits for Rachel)

Genesis 29:1-30

Feb 1/4
KINDNESS (Abraham shows Hospitality) 

Genese 18:1-15

Feb 8/11
GOODNESS (The Parable of the Good 

Samaritan) 
Luke 10:30-37)

Friendship Fund Distributions for 2025
The Friendship Fund offering taken on Christmas Eve 2024 was 
distributed throughout 2025 to help many people in the church 
and community on your behalf.  These funds generously provide 
for many basic needs for individuals such as purchasing groceries, 
paying utility bills and rent, obtaining work clothing, providing help 
for transportation to jobs or medical appointments, purchasing 
additional gift cards, and addressing needs within our area schools 
and partner organizations.
Nearly 2 dozen households and organizations were assisted directly 
from the Friendship Fund in 2025 capped off by benefitting 4 
community organizations at year’s end which serve the same 
population most often assisted by MM.  The tradition at Marion 
Methodist has always been to use the Friendship Fund to bless people 
and ministries and not be a savings account.  Therefore, by Christmas 
Eve the Friendship Fund was spent down to less than several thousand 
dollars in expectation of your generous offering, thereby replenishing 
the Friendship Fund for another year.  This enables Marion 
Methodist to continue blessing those in need of a helping hand in our 
community. 
Donations for 2025 included but were not limited to:

•	 $6,500 each for:
•	 Churches of Marion Food Pantry
•	 Marion Senior Living
•	 FLY
•	 Marion Cares

These community partners serve the same folks that reach out to us 
for help throughout the year.  Due to your very generous offerings on 
Christmas Eve 2025, the Friendship Fund balance is now $27,195 and 
Marion Methodist is well poised to help those in our community who 
need assistance in 2026.
The pastors and church leaders praise God for your generous giving to 
these people and these ministries!



MARION METHODIST CHURCH - MARION, IOWA
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

of
CHURCH COUNCIL, COMMITTEES AND WORK AREAS

January 1 to December 31, 2026
Ex officio Staff Members

Lead Pastor------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- James Parks
Lead Pastor------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Helen Parks 
Minister of Discipleship ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Gonzalo Santillan
Minister of Worship & Technology -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jared Edwards
Business Administrator------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- John Terry
Director of Communications/Council Secretary---------------------------------------------------------------------- Jennie Wildman

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS – Voting Delegates
Chairperson of Church Council ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Will Hahesy (28)
Lay Members to Annual Conference (2) ------------------------------------------------------------- Adam Britton/Matt Kearns (26)
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Sarah Britton (26)
Endowment Foundation Chairperson---------------------------------------------------------------------------  Cindy Preussner (26)
Stewardship Committee Chairperson --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ron Knapp (26)
Church Treasurer --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Jan Dickinson
Trustee Committee Chairperson-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Chuck Alexander (26)
Marion Methodist Women’s President-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Carolyn Munson
Methodist Men’s President ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Curt Liscum 
Church Historian---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Mark Morgan
Safety Team Captain--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Kirk McNeil

CHURCH COUNCIL - MEMBERS AT LARGE
Class of 2026			   Class of 2027			   Class of 2028
Chris Hauser			   Morgan Kneeland		  Brad Schuver
Sabre Hauser			   Gwyn Erb			   Peggy Schuver
Roger Akers			   Karen Stadtmueller		  Jesse Parcher
Linda Akers			   Dave Stadtmueller		  John Nelson
Janice Vogel			   Dave Clark			   Allison Morgan
Melissa Bray			   Ginnie Clark			   Shelby Valenta
Debbie Liscum			   Kay Stanford			   Colton Valenta
				    Ken Stanford			   Zoey Sander
								      

COMMITTEES
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE: Chairperson – Ron Knapp	 Vice-Chair - Nicole Starks
Class of 2026			   Class of 2027			   Class of 2028
Zach Starks			   Ashley Hahesy			   Linda Kelly
Ron Knapp			   Jim Lensch			   Mike Bullard
Tim Buckley			   Nicole Starks			   Lila Thomas
Church Treasurer – Jan Dickinson
FOUNDATION: Chairperson – Cindy Preussner  Vice-Chair - Sandy Schneekloth
Class of 2026			   Class of 2027			   Class of 2028
Cindy Preussner		  Barry Soukup			   Sandy Schneekloth
Sharon Davis			   Sara Pershing			   Karen Ultis
				    Jim McCabe			   Mark Morgan		
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Chairperson - Pastor Helen Parks
Class of 2026			   Class of 2027			   Class of 2028
Cassie Parcher			   Kirk McNeil			   Jill Ackerman
Claire Atwood			   Gregg Tallman			   Michael Redmond

STAFF SUPPORT COMMITTEE: Chairperson – Sarah Britton Vice-Chair – Kent Walton
Class of 2026			   Class of 2027			   Class of 2028	
Sarah Britton			   Kent Walton			   Jim Redmond
Will Hahesy			   Betsy Bushlack			   Andrew Cahalan
Paula Robinson			  Ashley Cassell			   Deb VanDyke
TRUSTEES: Chairperson – Chuck Alexander 	 Vice-Chair – Dan Radig
Class of 2026			   Class of 2027			   Class of 2028
Rachel Griffin			   Tim Schneekloth		  Nick Bray
Chuck Alexander		  Dan Radig			   Laura Novak
Linda Talcott			   Josiah Bushlack			  Regan Huckfelt


