
December 5, 2025

James Parks
Lead Pastor

913-787-1823
jparks@marionmethodist.org

combined with God’s promise, brings Mary a sense of peace and 
courage. Her response is remarkable: “I am the Lord’s servant. 
May your word to me be fulfilled.”

Even with this obedience, Mary must have felt anxious and 
unsure. That’s why Scripture tells us she “hurried” to visit 
Elizabeth. She needed the support of someone who could 
understand her mixture of excitement, fear, and awe. When she 
arrived, Elizabeth greets her with Spirit-filled joy, confirming 
Mary’s miraculous calling. Their encounter demonstrates the 
importance of community and the power of shared experience. 
Sometimes the greatest gift we can offer one another is simply 
our presence.

As we light Advent candles and anticipate the celebration of 
Christ’s birth, we are invited to wait with expectation, just as 
Mary and Elizabeth did. This season calls us to prepare our 
hearts, reflect on God’s faithfulness, and embrace the joy that 
comes from knowing His promises are true. Like Mary, we may 
not know exactly what lies ahead, but we can respond with trust 
and obedience.

This Advent, consider how you can prepare—both practically 
and spiritually—for the coming of Christ. Take time to reflect, 
spend intentional moments with loved ones, and offer support 
to someone who might be carrying their own worries or joys. In 
doing so, we participate in the same kind of faithful anticipation 
that Mary and Elizabeth modeled for us. May we, too, be ready 
to say with joy and humility: “I am the Lord’s servant.”
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Twenty-two years ago, right around this 
time of year, James and I were waiting with 
great anticipation for our first child. We 
had chosen to be surprised, so we didn’t 
yet know if we were having a boy or a girl. 
Being the planner that I am, I was ready 
much earlier than necessary. Once we 
learned we were expecting, I immediately 
dove into parenting books, classes, and 

websites, hoping to prepare myself as fully as possible. 
Listening to other moms’ advice and learning from their 
experiences gave me a sense of peace as I prepared for the 
arrival of our little one.

I can still remember the excitement James and I felt as we 
got ready. Looking back now, I laugh at how thoroughly we 
baby-proofed the house before the baby even arrived. Every 
cabinet had child-proof locks, outlets were covered, and the 
living room table was cleared of anything breakable. In our 
eagerness, we were ready weeks ahead of time—and then 
it was just a matter of waiting, not fully knowing what to 
expect.

In Luke 1:26–42, we meet two women also waiting with 
expectation—Elizabeth and Mary. Though in very different 
seasons of life, both were preparing for the miraculous. 
Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah, well past childbearing 
years, are blessed by God with a child because of their 
faithfulness. Mary, a young and unmarried peasant, receives a 
visit from the angel Gabriel. He tells her she will conceive and 
bear Jesus, the Son of the Most High.

Mary’s situation was overwhelming. She was young, poor, 
and unmarried, and the consequences for her could have 
been severe. Yet in the midst of her fear and uncertainty, God 
reassures her. He reminds her that her relative Elizabeth is 
also expecting—a miracle in her own right. This knowledge, 



Joys and Concerns

DEATHS:
November 6:  Karen Alt, wife of Sandy Alt

December Food Pantry Focus - Holiday Dinner Drive

Prayer Requests
1.	 To submit a prayer concern, request or praise, please use 

the Prayer button at the end of the weekly email or on 
the church website, www.marionmethodist.org.

2.	 To be on the email prayer chain to pray for others, email 
Vicki Standley, Minister of Pastoral Care at vstandley@
marionmethodist.org.

Pastoral Care Message – Anticipation
Waiting is hard!  Anytime we’re looking forward to something 
exciting, we impatiently count the days until it happens.  As 
kids, we just can’t contain our impatience when waiting for 
Christmas, birthdays, our first bike or our first car.  When 
we reach adulthood, it’s easier to contain our 
impatience for the most part, but we still look 
forward to getting together with family, the 
arrival of our first grandchild or buying our 
dream home.
When I was expecting our girls, I was put on 
modified bedrest in December, awaiting their February birth.  
Since Ralph had to work over Christmas with the ambulance 
service, he took Josh and me up to my folks who were living in 
north central Iowa.  One night I was even more uncomfortable 
than usual and wasn’t sure if I was going into premature labor, 
or just feeling the effects on my body from carrying twins.
As I lay in bed that night, my mind was racing with all kinds 
of thoughts.  I didn’t want to deliver the girls early in a hospital 
miles from home.  I knew heavy snow could prevent Ralph 
from joining us the next day as he’d also planned.  It was cold 
and snowy outside that night.  Would it prevent me from 
getting to a hospital if I was in labor?  Despite all my worrying 
and impatience with the seemingly endless night, when 
morning came things had settled down and I was fine.  The 
dark period of waiting and anticipation had dawned with a 
sense of calm and peace.

Advent is all about anticipation – 
we know what’s coming, and can 
hardly wait until the Christmas Eve 
service when we celebrate once again 
the birth of the Christ child.  The 

anticipation of Advent, that sense of expectation or waiting, 
is very much an internal, spiritual feeling.  It’s a nudge from 
the Holy Spirit reminding us that the holy birth is just around 
the corner, that moment in which heaven touched earth in 
the most magnificent way imaginable.  The ancient Hebrews 
also anticipated the coming of the Messiah.  They knew the 
prophecies, knew God’s promise of His coming, and they 
waited for hundreds, even thousands of years.  
Scripture is filled with passages that have been treasured 
throughout the ages, describing and declaring the coming of 
the Lord, the Messiah, the chosen one of God.  The prophet 
Micah spoke these words from God more than 200 years 
before the birth of Christ,
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old,
    from ancient days.  Micah 5:2
Fortunately, unlike the ancient Hebrews, we know the rest 
of the story.  We know Christ has come and will come again, 
we know that to be true from Holy Scripture.  We don’t know 
when, we can only anticipate and be ready for that glorious 
day, when heaven once again touches earth and the glory of 
the Lord will shine all around.  
Blessings to you,
Vicki



X, Y, Zers Upcoming Speakers:
January  8 ~ Attorney Donald Johnson speaking about 
wills, trusts, and probate.
February 12 ~ Rachael Kumoto, Marion Cares.

Holiday Dinner Drive
Marion Methodist is supporting the Churches of 
Marion Food Pantry this holiday season to help 
make the holidays a bit brighter for families in need.  
Donations will be collected on December 14 to assemble 
Holiday Dinner bags to supplement the rotisserie 
chickens that the food pantry will be providing to their 
patrons.  
Each bag will consist of:

•	 Box of stuffing mix
•	 Instant potatoes that can be made with water
•	 Jar or can of gravy
•	 Canned sweet potatoes or yams
•	 Canned vegetable 

Donate an individual item or a complete dinner to the 
table in The Center on Sunday, December 14.  Volunteers 
are also needed to assemble the dinners at 3:00 PM on 
Sunday, December 14.  The food bank will be distributing 
these holiday dinners on Thursday, December 18, and 
Tuesday, December 23.  Thank you for helping make 
someone’s holidays a bit brighter this year.  



SUNDAYS
8:15 AM – All-Together Sunday School

9:15 AM – Fellowship Time
•	 Nursery & Preschoolers (Infants through 

4-Year-Olds)
•	 Elementary Kids (PreK - 4th Grade) 
•	

10:15 AM – Pathfinders Bible  
•	 Nursery (Infants–2-Year-Olds)
•	 Preschool (3- & 4-Year-Olds) 
•	 Elementary (Pre-K–4th Grade) 

WEDNESDAYS 6:30 PM 
Pathfinders Club

Upcoming Lesson Themes/Scriptures

Dec 7/10
Jesus Light of the World

John 3:16-21

Sunday, Dec 7- 10:15 AM Kids singing 
(Practicing at 10 AM in Room 100)

Dec 14/17
Jesus is Born in a Stable 

Luke 2:1-7

Sunday, Dec 21
Pathfinders Birthday Party for Jesus 

No Pathfinder Club on Wednesdays until 
January 7

No Elementary Pathfinders on Sunday, 
December 28.

Illuminate Moment
Six months ago, Marion Methodist 
leadership introduced the Illuminate 
Plan, developed through our church 
consultation process. This plan sets 
three priorities for the next 2½ years: 
Share the Light… Ignite the Light… 
Be the Light. Each invites us to live 
out our faith with purpose and joy, and each draws from the 
powerful biblical image of light—from God’s first words in 
Genesis, “Let there be light,” to Jesus calling us the light of 
the world.

As we enter the Advent season, we’re turning our attention 
to the Christmas lights that shine in us, through us, and 
around us. To help us remember our call to shine the love 
of Jesus into the world, our church building is also shining 
brightly.

A special thank-you to all the volunteers who helped 
envision, plan, and hang the Christmas lights at 5050 REC 
Drive. Your work helps our community see and feel the 
hope of Christ.

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.” — John 1:5


